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Preface 


I N COMMON WITH MOST OF MANKIND, THE UNCOLN PAPERS WERE 

. not available to me until a few minutes past midnight on Satur- 
day, July 26, 1947, During those early hours it was my privilege, in 
collaboration with a group of associates, to prepare fhe first formal 
and public announcement of the composition and content of a col- 
lection previously withheld from the world, which for more than 
three quarters of a century had stirred the imagination of succeeding 
generations of Americans, evoked sentimental speculation, and lent 
itself to wild and reckless conjecture. That was a memorable but 
frenzied experience, for circumstance permitted only a cursory ex- 
amination. Ihereafter I did not consult the papers again for several 
weeks. 

But despite the fact that I did not see the collection iinH| after it 
had been officially opened, I had for sometime studied its history, 
and on the basis of materials, printed and manuscript, had compiled 
extensive notes from which it was possible to forecast the probable 
nature of the hidden writings. These have since been amplified, or- 
ganized, and set forth in the first part of this book. It is not claimed 
that all of the mysteries which once dusteied about the collection 

have now been dispelled, but many have been exorcised, and those 
that remain have been so sharmnprl anA er% • 
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PREFACE 


tual solution may be simplified. On one point I am convinced: under- 
standing of this vast resource is dependent on a knowledge of its 

provenience. 

As to the significance of the collection, it is necessary always to 
keep in mind the fact that it is the brndamental record of Mr. Lin- 
coln s presidency. Until now only two biographers working jointly 
have ever had access to it. ^ioreover, their use was made at a time 
and under a condition when objective exploitation was hampered 
rather than furthered by contemporaneity. It detracts nothing from 
the monumental and enduring quality of tiieir accomplishment to 
point out that they labored under the direction of a zealous proprie- 
tor, and that they were themselves retarded, inhibited, and, to some 
decree, shackled by intimate personal relations to the personages 
and episodes which the papers describe. Frankly partisan, possessed 
of inescapable prejudices and predelictions, they were the author- 
ized and commissioned exponents of a point of view. To these wn- 
strictincr influences must be added the factor of size. So large a body 
of materials and so comprehensive a design required of Aem the 
most sparing consideration of some matters, and led one ot toem to 
warn against the futility of taking “Rvo bites on an atom. And yet 
it is from the e\idence, as presented by them, that Lmcoln 
has principally developed. For the first time it is now to 

collate these archives with the results of recent scho ar y mi e g 
tion and to applv to them the procedures of modem tedmiques. 

Those who haVe even casuaUy perused the papers have 
pressed with tlie realization that the Lincoln story 
bevond the limits which formerly had been supposed to ^ey 

LtaiD of other figures, large aud smaU who shaped the moetee 
century The papers are, in short, the cabinet of an qrort 

^ . j 1 • tViif- tTipv constitute the most unportant 

contention or volumes, nor are they offered 

specimens discover. entir7collection. FuU coverage will 

us being representative ot tne enure 
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undoubtedly reach the public in due time. “Importance,” after all, 
is meaningless, because it must be relative and particular. I can 
rlaixn for these examples only that they are typical, and that they 
seem to me more lively, more moving, more generally interesting 
dian the rest So far as possible I have avoided abstractions, policies 
have given way to politics, and politics have yielded place to people, 
whatever their condition or position, for the reason that only through 
them can Mr. Lincoln be made intelligible. Pains have been taken to 
transcribe each document exactly, without editorial impediment or 
gloss, save only in those infrequent instances where an explanation 
is suggested by ambiguous allusion, or where the reader conceivably 
may be advantaged by, or grateful for, interpolated comment. The 
original spelling, punctuation, abbreviations, etc., have been pre- 
served. Cancels are bracketed and printed in italics. By and large, 
the letters are self-interpreting and in combination teU an uninter- 
rupted story. Somewhere in each of them it is possible to discern 
the lean and epic figure that called them into being. 

My sense of obligation to the many men and women who have 
xmselfishly and variously had some part in the preparation of this 


book is as deep and abiding as its expression is absurdly inarticulate. 
On steaming August evenings a very great American shared with 


me his rich and vivid knowledge. To Carl Sandbmrg I am profoundly 
grateful for generating a sense of confidence, for tempering impul- 
sive estimates, and for allowing me to draw upon his magnificent 
mastery of material. Dr. James G. Randall, with characteristic con- 
sideration, guided me to the location of missing (and therefore es- 
sential) information. Dr. Paul M. Angle, the dStinguished director 
of the Chicago Historical Society (of which Mr. Lincoln was an 
honorary member), has been kind enough to search among the Isaac 
N. Arnold papers in quest of references to Robert Lincoln. Mr. 
Oliver R. Barrett has given me invaluable counsel and suggestion. 
Dr. Louis A. Warren, of the Lincoln Historical Research Founda- 
tion, has supplied many of the ingredients which have gone into the 
history. Dr. J. Monaghan, of the Illinois State Historical Library, has 
furnished the letter which reflects Robert Lincoln s attitude toward 
his mother s correspondence. Mr. William H. Townsend, of Lexing- 
ton, has, at my behest, ransacked his extensive collection of letters 


ix 
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vmtten by Robert Lincoln to bis Kentudcy relatives. Dr. Jesse Shem» 
of the library of the University of Chicago, has prodooed a pliotosiat 
of Robert Lincoln s letter to Josiah G. HoDand. Miss Helen Nioday 
flag most graciously and precisely responded to my inquiries and has 
made possible an accurate chnmology of events surtoondiiig the 


early history of the papers. 

I am indebted to Dr. Luther H. Evans^ librarian of Congt^ 
who granted me a leave of absence for this undertaking. At tibe r^ 
of stating the obvious I feel compelled to adnowle^e hmi as th^ 
giver of opportunity and forthwith to relieve him of any responahH- 
ity, ^ffiHal or semi-official, for what I have done with it If fliere are 
virtues I am delisted and eager to distribute them, but such 
as persist are solely and strictly and piivatety my own. My special 
tVianlcs go to Mary H. Richardson for exodlent and adapted suggies- 

tions. Robert C. Goodi, WiDaid Webb, C. Peny Pow^ 

M. Walter have sustained and even surpassed Ihe tcaditiom 

The tiansciibeis were Olive M, Sdlzer, Don)% tt 

Brooks, Edith G. H. Lend, and Anne E. Herring. 


D. C. M. 


t 


Washington* D. C. 
Hovember 6, 194^ 
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Introduction 


T he strange and compugated story of the biographers of 
Abraham Lincoln and their source materials is getting told in 
a series of books and will probably not come to an end so long as 

there are generations (rf men who continue to write biographies of 
Lincoln. 

This book by David C. hleams concerns the largest sin^e pri- 
vately owned collection of Lincoln papers, the owner of tbaf coUeo 
tion, the custodians of it who used it in die writing of a ten-volume 
work they titled Abfohotn lAncoln: a History, others who wanted to 

use it and were refused access to it^ and a variety of myths that arose 
around the collection. 

In the year of 1947, when this collection was declared open for 
toe use of any and aU, there appeared a volume A Shelf of Lincoln 
Books by Paul M. Angle which gave a summary narrative of the 
^gmg streams and methods of I^coln biographers. This was 
foUowed by PortraU for Posterity, by Benjamin P. Thomas, who exe- 
cutes a mosaic panel of Lincoln biographers. These and the present 
work of Mr. are basic books, indispensable for guidance 

wriS 

A unique task awaited Mr. Meams. Besides sif««« 
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amid some 18,000 inanimate handwritten letters, telegrams, docu- 
ments, memoranda— scripts and scrawls often difficult to decipher— 
he must cover considerable ground not hitherto come to light As he 
wTestled and wrangled with the materials he found that the aggre- 
gate of papers that came to the Executive Mansion when Lincoln 
was president began to take on a sort of breathing and independent 
existence of their own. An involved tale of cold and queer facts 
moved at times into a fierce drama of passionate moments. The body 
of documents became a corpus having a UAing character, moved 
hither and yon, guarded and tended, valued wth affectionate and 
even greedy eyes, for years slumbering unused, becoming finally a 
national topic for talk, query, surmise, guess, idle tittle-tattle, and 


\Ve have herein the most complete study thus far made of Ae 
actions of Robert T. Lincoln and his personahty, with relation to *e 
coUection of papers left at his father s death. In this extended sketch 

we often get momentary self-portraits of Robert T', 
close-ups of the dilemmas and problems of a distingi^h^ troub ed, 
peculiar, and sometimes smug individual. His ® private 

became his P--7/!>?X'osS^ 

the coUeetion, saying ‘Tfes’ to the request of 

saying “No” to an others, his final de^on not ^ 

whimsical, grotesque at times, and agam starK anu s 

pieced together from ,^^th thy mouth” or 

As though ^es up the headlined question, 

“Let us be quite sober Mr. inquiries, "What are 

the Lincoh. papers? Who ^ a,ecinien tests of them 

How do they group and classify? How do s^c ^ ^ 

nin? Where have they heeu their 

itinerary and who parties thereto? Of such 

in possession or a,e character of them and can 

papers as are missmg, N'hat migm. u 
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we know how many of them have disappeared and what are the 
explanations and what might be the various theories as to why they 
vanished?” 

The Lincoln myth in process of fabrication, revision, and recon- 
struction is set forth in varied bearings on the incessant queries in 
colloquial, “\Vhat s the lowdown on his ancestry, on murder con- 
spiracy in his Cabinet?” Mr. Meams covers this groimd in a way to 
^ow hght on how myths arise, though he seems to assume that, no 
matter what the plain historical facts are, there will be rumor mon- 
gers and journals to keep exploded myths traveling. 

The vitality of the Lincoln tradition, for the present generation, 
was attested with a glint of wonder in the year preceding July 26, 
1947, when at midnight the stored and locked papers were at last to 
be opened for public use in all time thereafter. Into the office of the 
Librarian of Congress poured a constantly increasing number of let- 
ters and inquiries. From every part of the country, from editors, 
ministers, scholars, plain and humble citizens, came the questions 
about this or that phase of what came to be termed “The Unveiling.” 
Some inquirers were sharp with a whetted curiosity. Some had a 
nameless anxiety. The Lincob scholars m general held to a unani- 
mous expectation of no new and startling discovery though beHevmg 
of a certamty that the newly available materials would deepen and 

further confirm the known Imes of the Lmcob figure and per- 
sonality. 

Mr. Meams out of twenty-eight years of service m the Library of 

Congress, and as head of the Department of Reference, understands 

the use of source materials, primary and secondary. His selections 

from documents and papers sometimes connect with pivotal historic 

events or agam they give a quick portrait of a fine person worth 

kno^g-or the sudden voice of a pleasant fool who knoweth not 

his folly. Those who enjoy the study of mterestmg and varied peoole 

m real life can step back mto a gLeration of Lshed AmeSl 
and see them m speakmg likenesses. 


Carl Sandburg 
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The Story of the Papers 
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CHAPTER ONE 


The End of the Prince of Rails 


S OBROW, IT SEEMED, HAD BABIED FOR A WHILE. THE MEWS WAS 

good, there was a genoral lifting of hearts and a sense of exalte- 
tion. Relaxed in gossip, die son and the secretary had spent a quiet 
evening upstairs. Suddenly, at about a quarter of eleven, a panio 
sbicJcen mob converged upon the house, shouting caies of murder. 
The doorkeeper went to the place above the fmtranna ntid mada an 
uncertain announcement. The son put down the vial and teaspoon 
which he had been holding as though to aciminister a drug. The seo' 
retary turned pale. Together th^ ran down the st^s and out upon 
the portico, climbed into a waiting carriage, and drove tbwwigb th e 
heavy night to the merchant tailor’s house on Tenth Street Along 
the way the sidewalks and the road -were thronged with people, 
theur first esatement dulled by anxiety or drained by anguish. In tba 
vestibule Dr. Stone tenderly whispered tielplggmoc^ 

Throng the long hours, while inexorable duties absorbed the see- 
retaiy, the son did what he could, standing by his stridton father 
whose gre^ frame was too long for the mean bed on which he lay; 
or comforting his hysterical mother; supporting her in her hourly 
T^ts to Idle fetid, overcrowded zoom where dm would remain until 
e wei^t rf gnef became unbearable; or conferring with fridt- 
ened authorities and gravely acknowledging equessions of solua- 

3 





THE LINCOLN PAPERS 


tude. It was a little before seven when his mother entered die room 
for the last time. She took one look at the distorted features and fell 
fainting to the floor. Restoratives were applied; she revived quickly; 
and, as the son helped her to her feet, she appealed in unreasoned 
uxgencv to the dving mant Love, live for hut one moment to speak 
to me-to speak to our children!” But the only answer was that heavy 
breathing. In less than half an hour it ceased forever. One who was 
there throughout the long watch remarked that the son “bore 
self well, but on tNVo occasions gave way to overpowering grief and 
sobbed aloud, turning his head and leaning on die shoulder of Sena- 
tor Sumner.” When the end came, the son was standing at the h^d 
of the bed, while through the pardy opened door came the moaning 
^unds of a distracted Lman. Tomorrow would be Easter. . . . 

^\llen Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd were married they went 
to live in the Globe Tavern, on Springfield’s East A to S^t 
There in three days less than nine months, on August , , 6ir 

first child, a son, was bom. The baby was named for his maternal 
grandfather, Robert Smith Todd, a distinguished citizen and lawyer 

was to be their home until they exr 

Mansion” in “Washington City. t . r •„ « ipH-pr to an 

Shortly after Robert’s third birdiday his father, 

intimate friend, insisted that 

j 1 ” «/i T <»vr>Art always will be. He talks very 

Bob is “short and low, and I ^ y ^ 

plainly-almost as plainly ^ ° X* „g.ripe sort that are smarter at 

toes feer tot he is ^ tot sort of otoiief tot 

about five than ever alter. He nas a g 

is the offspring of such animal spirits. 

According to Robert himself, 1 foUovred the 

jz, Johiidhcod "^.^“"4rs:,j^hetraU‘ 

toTa of Repr^tatives. ^ 

ington my ^^'fXir to the mrfel 

icile he id re^m « ^ ^ ^ of modem 
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invention, they reached the rueful conclusion that finality had come 
to mans mastery of nature; nothing remained to be discovered. 

Of the relations of Robert and his father, particularly during Rob- 
ert’s boyhood, the records are scant and usually unsatisfactory. Ac- 
tually, it is unlikely that Robert Lincoln saw very much of his father. 
The boy spent the winter of 1848-49 with his grandfather in Lexing- 
ton, and ^ter his return to Springfield (Mr. Lincoln’s one congres- 
sional term having expired), Mr. Lincoln immersed himself in profes- 
sional pursuits and renewed his passionate interest in local politics. 
A direct result of these preoccupations was frequent absence from 
home. It is reasonable to suppose, therefore, that Robert grew up 
largely imder his mother’s influence. 

Of the essays at his education Robert left this account: 


I have a dim recollection of being under the slipper guardianship of a 
School-mistress until 1850, when I became a pupil at the Academy of a 
Mr. Estabrook, & under his instruction I remained for three years. At this 
time there had been founded at Springfield an Institution of Learning 
called the Illinois State University, ^ at which I was placed and remained 
until the summer of 1859. This Umversity*^ had, I believe, four instruc- 
tors, Dr. W. U. Reynolds being the President. The government was very 
easy and we did just what pleased us, study consuming only a very smaU 
portion of our time. The Classes were divided as at College, and when I 
left I was about to enter the Senior Class. I became aware that I could 
never get an education in that way and resolved to enter Harvard Col- 
lege, imagining that there would be no trouble in doing so, in which idea 
it is unnecessary to say, I was very much mistaken. ’ 


mere is evidence that Robert was at this time endowed with 
those qualities of bumptiousness, emotional extravagance, and ado- 
lescent self-esteem which are penalties paid by parents for the privi- 
ege of permitting their children to grow up. But he was also ex- 
tremely sensitive and socially impeded by an incurable shyness 
which m later years, was to be mistaken for the encrustation of a 

schootoates had given him the unenviable and physically 

than diminished, his uncomfortable reserve. And yet he was obvi- 

oiKy a inanly boy, deeply aware of his responsibilities to those 
about him. and train<»H in i... ^ 
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He took his college entrance examinations and, instead of passing 
with flying colors, he went down to ignominious defeat by flunking 
fifteen out of sixteen subjects. He might justifiably have been dis- 
mayed, but despite the “fabulous number of conditions,” he “re- 
solved not to retire beaten,” and acting on the advice of President 
Walker, he entered Phillips Academy at Exeter, New Hampshire. 
He had hoped, by this method, to become a member of the class 
which, in the following July, would be admitted to Harvard as 
sophomores, but “the w'orthy principal. Dr. Soule, soon convinced 
him of the vanity of his aspirations. Ijife at Exeter was pleasant; his 
father occasionally sent him drafts for $25 or $50; his mother bought 
him heavy drawers, half a dozen French towels, and a pair of gloves 
at the store of John Williams & Company in Springfield as well as a 
pocketknife from C. M. & S. Smith’s emporium; and he attained a 
pleasant status among his fellows. Marshall S. Snow, a classmate, 

reported that 

Bob Lincoln was a very popular young fellow, a gentlanan “ ev^ 

Jd deal. hZ He was very popdar with the girk ol the 

with the boys. He was what would be called nowadays a good dresse , 

and always looked as weU as acted the part of a gentleman. 

Yes and no. Another witness has with unbecoming indulgence tes- 
tified that Robert Lmcob, 'with divers other studeo^ 

denb wi* the exception of Lincoln were caU^ to tfe )u^«s 

office the next mormng. When tn y pp , t p wggjjjj 

stepped forth and in words that would have pieced Parso 

or Horatio Alger made a noble, if tentative, co esMon. 

I see by the reading of the warrant oXS 

are charged vilkge. I was in company with 

the pe»» and d pl and if they are gmlty of 






THE END OF THE PRINCE OF RAILS 

the charges therein set forth, I am equally amenable before the law. I 
therefore ask, before proceedings commence, that this warrant shall be 
amended by having my name inserted v/ith the rest of my comrades, for 
I do not desire any person to shoulder any responsibility rightfully be- 
longing to myself. 

The chronicler of this heroic tale concludes with the staternent: 
“No objection being made, the warrant was amended, also the cer- 
tificate of summons, and all die students, including the President’s, 
son were fined.” 

But the one genuinely historic episode of that academic year was 
Abraham Lincoln’s visit. Robert would later say that had he not 
failed in his first attempt at college, and had not diat failure aroused 
in his father an anxiety for his development, Abraham Lincoln 
would not have come East, would not have delivered the Cooper 
Institute address and eleven odiers en route to New Hampshire, 
would not have acquired a national reputation, and consequently 
would not have been nominated for the presidency. On March 3, 
1860, the Honorable Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, treated the audi- 
ence in Exeter’s Town Hall to “practically the same address he had 
given a few days before in New York.” The orator, “tall, lank, awk- 
ward, dressed in a loose, ill-fitting black frock coat, with black 
trousers . . . somewhat baggy at the knees ... his hair . . . rumpled, 
his neckwear ... all awry,” made the boys whisper, “Isn’t it too bad 
Bob’s father is so homely? Don’t you feel sorry for him?” But when 
he had untangled those long legs from their contact with the 
rounds of the chair,” had drawn himself up to his full height of six 
feet four inches, and launched into his speech, “his uncouth appear- 
ance was absolutely forgotten,” and “there was no more nitv for 
Bob.” ^ ^ 

After commencement in 1860 Robert Lincoln was able to inform 
his father that he had succeeded in entering college without a con- 
dition, and had become a member of Harvard’s sub-breshman class. 
He brought with him a letter of recommendation from the Honor- 
able Stephen A. Douglas, introducing him as the son of Abraham 
incoln, with whom I have lately been canvassing the State of 
Illinois. Mr. Lincoln was pleased with the boy’s progress. “He prom- 
ises very well,” he declared, “considering we never controlled him 
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much.” As for Robert, he began at once to enjoy the freedoms of 
Cambridge life, studied enough to satisfy himseh, and rela-xed in his 

rooms at “Pasco’s, comer of Main & Linden Sts." 

For the head of the Lincoln family the summer and fall of 1860 
were exciting and momentous mont^: he was nominated for, and 
elected to, the presidency of the United States. A Springfield neigh- 
bor in October wrote to her son : “I rejoice that this excitement will 
soon be over. Bob Lincoln, you have doubtless seen, has been styled 
Prince of Rails! I saw Mrs. Lincoln a day or two since, she enquired 
very particularly after you, and feels quite confident of her hus- 
band’s election.” e , 1 , 

Robert’s new sobriquet had been inevitable. The Pnnce of Wales. 

tourinc the United States incognito as Baron Renfrew, had been ac- 
corded oolumsi of publicity- and evetyu here had .«*i%a=d a tr^- 
dous ot-aUon. Moreover, he had been a recent visitor to Spn^^ 
Mr. Uncoln s honors were shared by his 6rst-bom. In November the 

Boston Traveller announced in a paragraph: 

Sd s™i e SruL aLrg his fellow sUrdem. 

Early in January 1861 Mrs. Lin^ln f!". 

rr“"L"to shift for himself and he ^ a m^ 

r^a^e^dLLse of r^irf. 

Herald and the A^ociated Pmss, note^^^ ^ 

band and amdetv to receive them, and that in 

“the heir apparent to ^ „ jj continued: “The effect of 

nf all the observing Spnngfield girls, ne co 
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a residence within the improving influence of genteel, well-dressed, 
and well-behaved Boston is plainly noticeable in his outward ap- 
pearance, the comparative elegance of which certainly presents a 
striking contrast to the loose, careless, awkward rigging of his presi- 
dent father.” 

On February 6 Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln gave a farewell party at their 
home. The crowd was immense; one guest complained that “it took 
twenty minutes to get in the haU door, and then it required no little 
management to make yom way out. Bob figured quite largely. While 
I was standing near Mr. L. he came up and in his humorous style 
gave his hand to his father, saying: ‘Good evening Mr. Lincoln!’ In 
reply his father gave him a gentle slap in the face.” 

Five days later the presidential party left early in the morning for 
Washington and that evening the royal progress reached Indianapo- 
lis where it was quartered in the Bates House. At an impromptu re- 
ception, held that evening in the principal parlor, beginning at seven 
o clock, “Bob was almost as much annoyed as his father by the per- 
sistency with which the curious pointed him out and loudly gave 
vent to their expressions respecting the ‘Prince of Rails!’ ” 

The following morning Mr, Lincoln, responding to the importuni- 
ties of an enthusiastic crowd, appeared upon the hotel balcony, and 
when he had “bowed himself into his room, the Prince of Rails was 
called for and reluctantly induced to appear for the first time in his 
life before the public.” There were noisy exhortations for a speech, 
but he confined himself to a graceful waving of his hand.” It would 
have been unnatural if these generous attentions did not expand 
whatever ego Robert Lincoln allowed himself, and there can be no 
oubt that as the Prince of Rails he gave a magnificent performance. 
In Cincinnati he was plied liberally with sparkling Catawba by ad- 
Mg young Republicans, but the Mowing day seemed not “to 
teel any the worse and contributed much to the general good feeling 
by his gay, colloquial ways.” In Cleveland he led a mounted escort 

rT j Euclid Street Station 

to the Weddell House where he was provided with his own suite of 

roo^on the Bank Street side, corresponding in elegance to the 
apartments set aside for his father. 

Only one episode marred the journey: somewhere along the line 
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Robert Lincoki lost the long, old-fashioned black bag containing his 
ialiier s inaugural address, which had been confided to his keeping, 
rhe disappearance was only momentary; the precious piece of lug- 
gage was soon recovered, but the impression left u^n Robert Lin- 
rohi cut deep into his spirit, for his father, learning that it had 
vanished, is said to have been genuinely alarmed, to have e:^lain^ 
the embarrassment which its premature release would bring to toe 
new administration, and generally to have scolded his astonidied 
and confused ofiEspring for his carelessness in not observing the secu- 
rity ^uiremenb of presidential papers. Never would Robert lin- 

coin again be accused of such a lapse. , 

When he had seen his father officially installed in office, the Prince 
of Rails returned to coUege, while the mounting American crisis 
burst into unfathomable war. The next four years would ^ y^ « 

heartbreak. W puipose, and diK^ of a 

and the man in lie White House would coof^: Tf to te to to 

rf Hell is as hard as what I have to 

my heart to pity Satan h^K^ “ 

Z JZa was made vice-president of the Hasty Puddmg Qub. 

”?^m toe to time he would hear from his fator via to telegraph 

office. Thus; 

Exectriioe Manaon-Jt^ 3 , 1863 

Robert T. Lincoln, Esq., CanAridge, faff. 

Don’t be uneasy. Your moffier very sbg y Y 


Executive Mansion, July 11, 1863 


R, T. Oacoln, New Tori, Fifth Aoeaoa Hotel 

Come to Washington, 


A. lAncoln. 


ExecuH^^ Mansion, January II, 18 

SSty ‘iSSi are now? Answer by telegraph 

once* 


A. lAncdn. 
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Executive Mansion. 

Washin^on^ D.C. January i9, 1864 

R, r. Lincoln, Cambridge, Mass, 

There is a good deal of small-pox here. Your friends must judge for 
themselves whether they ought to come or not. 

A, Lincoln, 

+ 

Washington, D.C., October 11, 1864 
Robert T. Lincoln, Cambridge, Mass. 

Your letter makes us a little uneasy about your health. Telegraph us 
how you are. If you think it would help you, make us a visit. 

A Lincoln. 

But die harried President could find little time for correspondence 
with his son. Robert would inform the inquisitive Mr. Herndon, Oc- 
tober 1, 1866: “I have not any letters which could be of any interest 
whatever to you or to anyone— you may remember that I did not 
leave home until my father was so busy in public affairs that it was 
next to impossible for him to write to me— accordingly the few let- 
ters I have, ranging over a period of five years, are with one or two 
exceptions letters enclosing money— I was much too young for him 
to write me on general matters— at least he never did so.” 

Of course Robert Lincoln spent the greater part of his vacations in 
Washington, renewing his intimacy with the President s gifted pri- 
vate secretaries, escorting his mother to church, talking to his 
younger brothers, driving the White House horses, dancing with hi< 
“Iowa friend,” winning the favor of his elders and the cordial ad- 
iniration of hfe own generation, and eagerly seeking the company of 
his presidential progenitor. “I was not unaccustomed to have cx>n- 
versations with him,” he told a Board of Inquiry in 1879, “when I 
would find him alone in his office, on subjects that were then cur- 
rent Sometimes the conversation would arise from a remark of his 
own, ^d sometimes by a question of mine.” They discussed for 
^ample, the ca^ermg of Fitz-John Porter and the rumors of Secre- 

^ Chases willingness to succeed Mr. Lincoln at the end of his 
first term. 

FoUo^g to ^duation in 1864, Robert came home to the White 
House. One day he saw his father for a few minutes. Mr. Lincoln 


11 



THE LINCOLN PAPERS 

asked: ‘Son, what are you going to do now?” The boy replied: “As 
long as you object to my joining the Army, I am going back to Har- 
vard, to study law.” “If you do,” his father remarked, “you should 
leam more than I ev er did, but you will never have so good a time.” 
This comment, partly prophetic, constituted the only advice Mr. 
Lincoln ever gave his son on the choice of a career. 

The Prince of Rails entered the Harv'ard Law School that fall. And 
then, on the nineteenth of January 1865, Abraham Lincoln ad- 
dressed a private note to Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Please read and answer this letter as though I was not President, but 
only a friend. My son, now in his twenty-second year, having graduated 
at Harvard, wishes to see something of the war before it ends. I do not 
wish to put him in the ranks, nor yet to give him a commission, to which 
those who have aheady served long are better entitled and better quali- 
fied to hold. Could he, without embarrassment to you or detriment to the 
service, go into your mihtaiy family wth some nominal rank, I and not 
the public furnishing his necessary means? If no, say so without the least 
hesitation, because 1 am as anxious and as deeply interested that you shall 
not be encumbered as you can be yourself. 

Two days later General Grant replied: 

Your fa\or of this date in relation to your son serving in some military 
capacity is received. I will be most happy to have him in my military 
family in the manner you propose. The nominal rank given Him is im- 
material but I would suggest drat of Capt. as I have three Staff officers 
now, of considerable service, in no higher grade. Indeed I have one officer 
with only the rank of Lieut, who has been in the service from the begin- 
ning of the war. This how'ever will make no difference and I would still 
say give the rank of Capt.— Please excuse my writing on a half sheet. I 
have no reserve but to take the blank half of your letter. 

Robert Lincoln’s commission as “Assistant Adjutant General of 
Volimteers with the rank of Captain” was signed by his father and 
Secretary' Stanton February 17. Captain Lincolns milit a r y career 
was short-hved. He participated in the operations w'hich led to the 
evacuation of Petersburg by the Confederates, accompanied tire 
President of the United States on his visit to the scene of hostilities, 
and was present at Appomattox on April 8 when General Lee sur- 
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rendered his army to General Grant. The next day, with General 
Grant, Captain Lincoln started for Washington, but because of the 
destruction of the railroads and unforeseen diflBculties of tra\ el, they 
did not arrive at the capital until the early morning of April 14. It 
was Good Friday, the anniversary of death. 

Captain Lincoln found the family at breakfast, recounted the epi- 
sodes of the closing hours of the campaign, and showed his father a 
portrait of General Lee. The President examined it carefull\’. "It is a 
good face,” he said; “it is the face of a noble, brave man.” Mr. Lin- 
coln spent a busy day. Those who saw him were impressed by his 
cheerfulness, but the war years were nearly over and he knew it. In 
the evening Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln went to the theater. They had 
urged Captain Lincoln to accompany them, but he had made his 
excuses. He would talk to John Hay for a while, perhaps stud\' a 
little Spanish, and then retire. Idleness seemed a strange indulgence. 
Minutes slipped easily away. Then came those shouts from the dark- 
ness of the lawn, and Tom Pendel was standing in the doorway , . . 

When the son came out of the Petersen house, where the President 
had died, the Prince of Rails had preceded him and fled to memory. 
A giants shadow stretched across the land. To Captain Lincoln its 
form was famihar; he knew it was not his; he knew also that alwa^■s 
it would follow him. He would honor it and cherish it, sharing it 
with the world as pride made pleasant and duty made so dear, but 
first effacing the scratches, bxnns, and slight disfigurements. Because 
he found no beauty in its scars, Robert Lincoln, a man who relied 
upon his own judgment and mistrusted the uses of reality, could not 
believe that it had power both to sustain and survive understanding. 

that its strength was stronger than impertinence and malice, stark- 
ness and conclusion, time and change. 
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Files Upon Parade 


I T WAS "a raSMAI. DAY.” SENATOR BROWNING, OF HXENOIS, SADLY 

. recorded in his (haiy for Saturday, April 15, 1865: "Robert Lin- 
coln told me his mother did not wish to go back to Springfield, and 
did not want his fadier’s remains taken there but to Chicago, if any- 
e^ere in Illinois. I did not see Mrs. Linodin— she was greatly agi- 
tated and in bed.” 

At nooi^ less than five hours after the deatih of Abraham Lincoln, 
a message was filed in the bu^ Washington telegraph office— a sum- 
mons. It was brief. ^Please come to Washington at once to 
charge of my father’s affairs. Answer.” It was directed by Robert 
Lincoln to David Davis, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the Urdted Statei^ who was then sitting with Mr. Justice Drummond 
as a circuit court in Chicago. More than half a century later Robert 
Lincoln would grat^uUy recall his helpfulness: T cannot remem- 
ber when I did not know Judge Davis ... of whom I heard as 
a boy everything good from my fether and who was very kind to 
me. Upon my fathers death I went to Judge Davis as a second 
fathOT, and this he was to me until his death. I am deeply indebted 
•to him for oounsdl and affectionate help on man y an#! 

revere Ids memory.” 

A native of Maryland, educated at Kenymr College, Gambier, 
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Ohio, a student of law in Lenox, Massachusetts, and at the law 
school in New Haven, Davis emigrated to Illin ois in the fall of 1835, 
where he hung out a shingle, first in Tremont, then Pekin, later in 
Bloomington. He entered politics, was elected to the Assembly, 
amassed a fortune, and became judge of the Eighth State Circuit 
Henry Clay Whitney, who was in a position to observe Judge Davis, 
has described him as, “on first acquaintance, one of the most genial 
and companionable men I ever knew.” 

Judge Davis met Abraham Lincoln in 1836, and their friendship, 
fast and devoted, was marked in many ways, but to their associates 
and students they seemed an oddly and completely mismated pair, 
of contrasting stature and appearance, emanating from conspicu- 
ously different backgrounds and characterized by opposing temper- 
aments and conflicting mental habits. The biographer of Davis, 
Dr. Harry Edward Pratt, has put it this way : 


Lincoln was tafl, gaunt, and dark with dangling arms, large feet, and 
hands trained to toil. Davis was light-haired and fair, five inches shorter 
and massive in build, weighing weU over a hundred pounds more than 
Lincoln, but with small hands and feet. They w'ere the carelessly dressed 
and the sWlishlv attired; the college-trained lawyer and the str^ger to 
schools, sSigglhig to gain a legal education. The one with limit^ m^ 
and no faculty of making money; die other acquisitive, with the forea^ 
and financial backing to satisfy his talent. The judge w^ of a deaave 
nature; the President bifious, morose, of phlegmatic mmd and ^dy; the 
former holding tenaciously to his wews, the ktter more yielding ^d 
pohtic. There were certain common traits: both were genial, ambitious, 

frugal, liking and liked by their fellow men. 

At the Chicago convention, where Mr. Lincoln was nominated 
for the presidenev. Judge Davis had been his principal lieutenant 
established Lincoln headquarters at the Tremont House ^d pmd 
the bill, and generaUy proved himself indefatigable ^ 
the delegations of other states. Mr. Lincoln had notified his r 

“I authorize no bargains, and will be bound by none, but 
me ludce who, weighing more Aan three hunted pounds, Imd 
on J jumped over a horse to prove his freedom of acho^ and who, 

corniiced that Lincoln in Springfield “^t 

^1 * bad nroceeded to enter into agree- 


an- 


agers: 

O 
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meats which were later to embarrass the standard-bearer, but in 
1862 the judge had been appointed to the Supreme Court. 

In Chicago, on the day Lincoln died, the L^nited States Court 
was the only one in whidi remarks were made. Said Judge Davis, 
who disliked speechmaking: 



Gentlemen of the bar; this nation is stricken by a great calamity and a 
at sorrow. My sorrow is a double one. I mourn not only as a citizen of 
United States, but as a personal and devoted friend of the President. 
We cannot, now, talk as we should of this great tragedy, and of the 
duties growing out of it. A day should be given to reflection. . . . Yester- 
day the future was all brightness. Today darkness cov'ers the whole land. 
The President of the United States and his chief constitutional advisor 
have been murdered. Atrocious crimes, with few parallels in history, have 
been committed. Let us take a day for reflection, and meet on Monday 
and give public expression to our feelings and duties. I trust, gentlemen, 
that you will do w’hatever is in your power to discourage the holding on 
this day of public meetings of any kind. They may do narm^ and cannot 
pebbly do good. In view of the overwhelming calami^ which afflicts 
this people, mis Court will adjourn without transacting any business. 


By Monday morning Judge Davis had left Chicago for Washing- 
ton. 

In the capital the judge wras extremely busy. On Wednesday, the 
nineteenth, he attended the funeral; on Thursday, tiie twentieth, 
he held a conversation with Robert Lincoln and urged the opinion 
that his mother should make her home in Springfield; in the after- 
noon he visited the Repu^ltcort and StoT offices and *^suppressed 
advertisements calhng a public meeting to express indignation 
against Marshal Lamon, for, as they sai^ appointing secessionists 
to act as marshals on occasion of the funeral of the President”; on 
Friday, the twenty-first, he saw the funeral train: on Saturday the 
twenty-second, he called on Secretary Stanton and asked ior the 
promotion of L. B. Parsons from colonel to brigadier general, and 
later confided to Senator Browning that Mr. Lincoln had “never 
written ^ a line, nor asked his opinion upon any subject since 
he ^ elected ^dent”; Sunday, the twenty-third, he made some 
^ viab; and on Monday, the twenty-fourth, he wrote to his 
brother-m-law, Judge Julius Rockwell, of Lenox, Massachusetts 
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svho had signed Robert Lincoln’s bond when Robert entered Har- 
vard College: 


The terrible crimes which have saddened the country as country was 
never saddened before, and the length and breadth of which c ann ot now 
be told, brought me here. I should have come, anyhow, but Mr. Lincoln’s 
son telegraphed me to come on and take care of his private affairs. 

I could not avoid the responsibility and care. 

I went on with tire remains to Baltimore, Saturday, and have been busy 
getting his papers ready to take to Illinois. They will be ready today, I 
hope, and I will return direct to Chicago tomorrow. I am tired, very tired 
and w'om out with e.\citement, and want to get with my loved ones for a 
day. I shall accompany the remains from Chicago to Springfield. 


The arrangement and preparation of the papers were carried out 
imder the judge’s direction, possibly with some assistance from 
Robert Lincoln, by the late President’s private secretaries, John 
George Nicolav and John Hay. Major Hay, of course, was at the 
A\hite House on the night of the assassination, but Mr. Nicolay was 
returning from an official nussion to Cuba, on board a warship, 
undertaken at the in\itation of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 
The first rumor of the tragedy came from a pilot boat, inet at the 
entrance to Chesapeake Ray, but little credit had been given it for 
the reason that unfounded reports had blown like ragwe^ through- 
out the w'ar, and more than once Mr. Nicolay, in the line of duty, 
had been called upon officially to deny fantastic stori^ of the 
President’s brutal murder. But when the boat reached Point Look- 
out the flags along the shore were seen to hang at half mast; me 
horror, rejected by the ear, became visible in symbols. Mr. Nicolay 
reached Washington at half-past two on the afternoon of Ap^ 17 
and hurried through the crepe-lined avenue to Ae ^te Ho^. 
Perhaps, in the days which followed, he thought of this or mt 
task as a last ser\-ice to a beloved if sometimes e.xasperatog ^ef, 
but onlv his owm death would terminate the association; Mr. Nico- 
lay would continue for thirty-five years as Mr. Lincolns posthumous 

'7^G“Ni^^' was bom in the village of E^ge^ Bav^X 
ttI Ofi With his parents he emigrated to the Umted 
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States six years later and settled first in Cincinnati, then Indiana, 
then Nlissoiiri, and finally m Pilce County, Illinois, where his father 
and brothers had for a time operated a flour mill. Orphaned at an 
early age, he clerked for a year in a store, and then found employ- 
ment in the Pittsfield Free Press, rising steadily from printer s de\il 
and typesetter to editor and proprietor. He met Abra h a m Lincoln 

in 1856. 

Pittsfield, that autumn, was in a ferment of political excitement. 
It was a time of tension; feelings and oratory had run high. A big 
meeting had been arranged and Nicolay had been appointed to 
the committee which had it in charge. Among the more notable 
speakers in the state were Lincoln and Lyman Trumbull, and as 
there were scores of counties to be covered, it had been agreed 
that these two should divide the field rather than appear jointly 
on any one program. The Pittsfield committee was aware of this 
arrangement, but because it was “crafty,” as such groups some- 
times are, and although it would have considered itself fortunate 
to secure an address from either of these distinguished citizens, 
it widely advertised the presence and participation of both. 

Trumbull arrived on the afternoon of the meeting, and the frankly 
admiring Nicolay watched him stop in his march ^ong the wooden 
sidewalks of the town to greet a stranger. The stranger was Mr. 
Lincoln. Through some accident, both men had come to Pittsfield, 
and the committee, in spite of itself, had been imposed with honesty. 
Before the proceedings opened, editor Nicolay had been presented 
to the honorable gentleman from Springfield; the rugged features, 
the kindly smile, the earnest, brooding eyes, the hearty handclasp, 
the conspicuous absence of pretense, aU had combined to make 
an impression of strength and simplicity which had produced an 
instant response of friendship. Mr. Lincoln's address on that Mon- 
day evening in October bad done the rest; its logic bad found 
acknowledgment in Nicolay s orderly mind, its fine phrasing bad 
appealed to his sense of beauty, its passionate sincerity had re- 
flected his own beliefs, at its conclusion Mr. Lincoln had won a 
gifted, loyal, lasting disciple. 

Perhaps Mr. Nicolay had gone to Springfield for no better reason 
than to be near Mr. Lincoln; in any event, shortly after the election 
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he had sold the F ree Press, accepted a clerkship there in the office 
of the State Secretary of State, and become a correspondent for 
several out-of-town papers including one in Chicago and one in 
St. Louis. It is said that the office of the Secretary of State, which 
adjoined the Supreme Court Library where caucuses were held, was 
quite the pleasantest room in the Capitol. It was only natural, there- 
fore, that it should have been a favorite meeting place for politicians. 
It w'as in that room that Lincoln’s name had first begun seriously to 
be mentioned for the presidency, and frequently in the hearing of 
Nicolay, Lincoln felt obliged to deprecate such foolish notions, and 
to declare his owm unfitness to aspire to that high office. Then in 
May I860 Mr. Lincoln had secured the nomination; his callers had 
come in droves; his correspondence had reached diluvian pro- 
portions, Mr. Nicolay had been not only gratified by a popular 
validation of his own enthusiastic support, but had been eager to 
take an active and affirmative part in the contest Years later he 
would tell a reporter how it happened: 


The moment I beard of Mr. Lincoln s nomination, it occurred to me 
that I might write the campaign biography. This was as much a feature 
of the political batdes then as tariff tracts are of present-day c^paigns. 
Full of this purpose and having no idea that anyone would dispute my 
right to do the work, I began to prepare for the task at onc& A 
the nomination, however, a new’spaper man from Colunffi^ Ohio, a^ 
peared at the Capitol to collect material for writing the Me of Li^In. 
I was instantly filled with jealous rage, and hastened to a fnen^y ottoal, 
who was clo^ly attached to Mr. Lincoln, to complam of w^t I wn- 
sidered to be a usurpation of my just prerogative. I shall never forget^t 

was a quiet. digniBed man-and I was very bitter. After I had finished he 

loolc6<i Sit me smilingly* _ , • 

“Never mind, Nicolay,” he said, “you are to he Mr. Lmcolns pnvate 

^]tamv whole life nothing had ever so taken me aback 

to Mr. Lincoln that now he had become ^ f 

young Nicolay.” It w ould have been astonishing for any man but Lmcoh 
to have thought of it at all so soon. 
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Early in June Nicolay assumed his new duties in the Governor's 
Room on the second floor of the State House, which had been made 
available to Candidate Lincoln. There Nicolay drafted correspond- 
ence, received visitors, watched artists at their difBciilt work of 
pleasantly portraying the ex-rail splitter, listened to conversations 
which were sometimes engrossing and sometimes hilarious, made 
meticulous memoranda, ran occasional errands, and gradually took 
on the attributes of an indispensable man. From time to time gay 
John Hay, an old friend from Pittsfield, dropped in and voluntarily 
pitched in to help with the work. 

When Mr. Lincoln left Springfield for Washington, Nicolay had 
been on board the presidential train. Another occupant of the ^'cars'* 
was John Hay, Esquire. 

John Milton Hay, balladist of Pike County, futtire diplomatist, 
historian, journalist, "dear heart'' of Henry Adams, discoverer of 
Lincolnian qualities in Theodore Roosevelt, was bom at Salem, 
Indiana, October 8, 1838, moved to Warsaw, Illinois, was educated 
at local schools, a private academy in Pittsfield, and the Illinois 
State University, whence, succeeding where Robert Lancoln had 
failed, he entered Brown University as a sophomore at the age of 
seventeen, graduated with academic honors, and in 1859 entered the 
office of an uncle, Milton Hay, at Springfield, in order to study law. 
Nearby was the office of Abraham Lincoln, where his friend of 
Pittsfield days, John Nicolay, was employed. He had had an air of 
sophistication, a charming manner, a facility of expression, a sense of 
frustration and expectancy, and a gallant disregard of the conven- 
tions of spelling and punctuation. Toward the end of what the news- 
papers caJling Mr. Lincoln’r “rtay- in Springfield, Nicx>- 

lays work had been seriously in arrears. Nicolay appealed to Mr. 
^coln for a personal assistant and suggested the availability of the 
b^ant neighbor. Mr. Lincobi agreed, and thus it was that John 

Hay came to Washington as a member of the President-elect’s “cor- 
tege. 

FoDowmg his inauguration, Mr. Lincoln’s first official act was to 
sign Nicolay s commission. Following a time-honored tradition Hay 
served M assistant private secretary to the President, but ac^allv 
derived his compensation from other federal pay rolls. Nicolay wrote 
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in a letter dated March 10, 1861: “As the existing laws do not pro- 
\ide for an assistant for me, I have had him appointed to a clerk- 
ship in the Department of die Interior and detailed to special 
service here at the ^Vhite House, so that he gives me the benefit of 
his whole time.” On January 12, 1864, he had been commissioned 
a major and Assistant Adjutant General of Volunteers, assigned to 
the Executive Mansion. 

Throughout the greater part of the Lincoln administration the 
two Jr> hm shared a White House bedroom, in die northeast comer 
of the second floor; directiy opposite, across die wide hall, was 
their office, adjoining it the President’s office, and beyond that the 
reception room. Just prior to Mr. Lincoln’s death Imth men were 
given appointments to Paris, Nicolay as Consul and Hay as Sec- 
retary of Legation. They were about to turn over their duties to 

successors when the tragedy occurred. 

These, then, were the men whom David Davis, in the spring of 
1865, had selected to arrange the Lincoln papers and prepare them 
for shipment to Illinois. Intimates of the Lincoln household, f amili a r 
with ever)' detail of the executive office, bound by the closest ties 
of loyalty to the memory of die “Tycoon, they were perfecdy 

competent for the assignment. _ 

There was nothing imusual, clandestine, conspiratorial about 

it From the time of Washington a president’s papers ^d bera con- 
sidered private papers, and at die end of ea^ administiation the 
White House files were removed and passed to the possession of ffie 
late landlord or his heirs. William Howard Taft, who knew the trac- 
tion and had followed the practice, told the students of the University 

of Virginia in January 1915: 


The office of the President is not a recording offic^ The 
of correspondence that goes through it. signed either 

STen.”' g0« on .0 offloW Bios ^ 

onginal an P , ’ . , . tartier’s day great as the business must have 

“tarots .0 

T n^rsonaL carried on in the executive office by two oi 
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three clerks. Everything was referred to the dijfeiei.t dep.otn.. 
disposition, with sometimes a memoraiuluni by the 1 leMiIent. 

Precedent, in other words, was not only uinj>h-, hut ilioi 
understood. No one demurred at the transfr r of the file;.; 
disputed the Lincoln family s right of owiiership. 


•Ills lor 

oiiglily 

Il(t OIK* 
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CHAPTER THREE 


Concerning a Chinese Reverence 


I T HAS ALWAYS BEEN POSSIBLE TO ENOW A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE 

contents of the Lincoln papers; only in terms of the particulari- 
zation of documents has there been ground or excuse for conjecture; 
many have long been pubhshed; others have constituted a basis for 


accepted conclusion; statements have been made which admittedly 
are fugitive, fragmentary, and usually unrelated but possible of 
compilation; Robert Lincoln himself was seldom expansive but 
neither was he altogether mute. Surprisingly, however, through all 
the ta ntalizin g years of limbo no one bothered to assemble the 


evidence and substitute reason for rashness. In the first place, it 
was easy to learn that the private secretaries to the late President 
had been busied with “the papers of the office.” This fact, in and 
of itself, supplies a focus, marks boundaries, and provides a nar- 
rowly definable subject for inquiry. It should, in other words, have 

been possible to assume exclusions and to enumerate, itUer alia, the 
following: 


i. Wood Shavings. The Cincinnati Gazette and the Hlinois State 

Journal published a story in 1860, written by "E” from Evansville, 

mdiana, under the date line of June 12, with the headine How Mr 
Lincoln Learned to Cipher: ° 
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There have been a great many items of interest going the roimds of Ae 
press connected with Ae life of Abraham Lincoln, while working on Ae 
Crawford farm, in Spencer County, about twenty-five years ago, but none 
of them equal the following: 

Mr. Crawford, who \isited our city a few days ago, speaking of “Abe,” 
said “Abe” w as so eager to obtain an education Aat, after he got through 
wiA his day’s labor, he would sit down by Ae light of Ae fire, take a 
board which he would make smooA by Ae use of a Aawing-kiife, and 
on Aat he would write and cipher when all Ae rest were sleeping; when 
he would get it written full, he would take his Aawing-knife and shave 
it again, and so on unA his board was completely used up. 

These sentimentally interesting exercises appear to have been 
deliberately consumed by Aeir maker. 


2. The Stovepipe Archive. Marshal Lamon in his RecoUecHons 
of Abraham Lincoln, published in 1911, declared; “His hat for years 
ser\^ed Ae double purpose of an ornamental headgear and a kind 
of office or receptacle for his private papers.” Dr. Louis A. Warren, 
in Ae issue of Lincoln Lore for May 16, 19S2, which discussed sur- 
\'i\dng examplars of Ae President’s toppers (Aey vary in size from 
six and seven eighths to seven and a quarter), goes very much 
further: “In Ae high crowns were carried at various times, accord- 
ing to his occupation, surveyor’s notes, letters, dispatches, news- 
paper chppings, lawj'cr’s briefs, and state papers of all sorts. Tyler 
Dennett, on Ae oAer hand, in his John Hay, from Poetry to PoU^, 
1933, denies Aat Ae practice extended into Ae White House period: 
“Gone was Ae day when Ae President could carry his important 
papers in his hat.” There are considerations which compel agree- 
mmit. A chief executive of Ae United States is, when abroad, forever 
acknowledging saluAtions from his fellow citizens, and when Ae 
flag passes or the band blares Ae national anAem, he uses Ae 
or^arily shocking object to cover, not his scalp, but his patriotic 
heart. Thus in Mr. Lincoln’s case chance of spilling, chasing, and 
public inAgnity would have required a change of custom. 

3 Ancestral Muniments. Recently a self-anointed “Lincoln 

scholar.” in an article published in a «idely 

responsible weekly, under the ridiculous tide, Where Are the Lin- 
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coin Papers? has hinted darkly that Robert Lincoln, a man “very 
sensitive about the hiunble origin of his father, had, wth the com- 
plicity of the private secretaries, suppressed ancestral records which 
would have entitled the President to blazon a bar sinister upon the 
family arms. Moreover, he has let go with the inescapable inference 
that Robert Lincoln wilfully destroyed the documents which would 
have established that prerogative, and has suggested that they had 
once been incorporated in the Lincoln papers. Come now! Do many 
men file away the certificates of their parents’ births, marriages, 
and deaths with the business correspondence of their oflSce? Do 
even chtnls cherish the seamy memorabilia of a grandmother’s 
peccadilloes, philanderings, and improprieties by wedging them 
into a pigeonhole where a respectable colleague may come upon 
diem; or by stuffing them in a bureau drawer where children are 
bound to spy them out; or by passing them down from generation 
to generation as evidence of a romantic provenience? Would Abra- 
ham Lincoln's father, old Tom Lincoln, who, the son said in his 
starkly candid autobiography, “grew up htteraUy without education,” 
and “never did more in the way of writing than to bunglingly sign 
his own name”— would this unexceptional pioneer likely have been 
interested enough in his first wife’s archives, if archives there had 
been, meticulously to transport them from “cabing” to “cabin g” in 
the prairie, and tenderly to commit them to his grateful issue? The 
leaf from the Bible, now in the collection of Oliver R. Barrett, of 
Chicago, begins: “Thos. Lincoln was bom Jan. the 6th a,d. 1778 
and was married June 12th 1806 to Nancy Hanks who was bom 
Feb. 5th 1784.” It is in Abraham Lincoln’s holograph. The family 
record in Mary Todd Lincoln’s Comprehensive Bible, Philadelphia, 
1847, presented by Robert Lincoln’s widow to the Library of Con- 
gress in 1928, contains entries in Mr. Lincoln’s hand of his marriage 
to Mary Todd, the births of Robert Todd Lincoln, Edward B. Lin- 
coln, Wilham Wallace Lincoln, and Thomas Lincoln, and the death 
of Edward B. Lincoln; the rest were written by Robert, presiimably 
in his old age. Why, then, impeach Robert Lincoln’s credibility 
when he declares in his Harvard classbook: “I know very little of 
my fathers family ? It sounds reasonable enough. 

He used to tell a story about a Todd who came to see his father 
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day, explaining that now the family had attained national 
prominence, Mary’s relatives should dress up the family name in 
some way, and asking if it would be a good idea to add a final “e.” 
Mr. Lincoln pondered for a second then shook his head. “I don’t 
think it’s necessaiy',” he said. “God seems to get along all right.” 

The Honorable Abraham Lin coln, of Illinois, was by no means 
indifferent to his forebears. On the contrary, his correspondence 
Nsith Solomon Lincoln, of Hingham, Massachusetts, and other en- 
thusiasts exhibited a natural curiosity and a healthy interest. As 
for Robert Lincoln, it is true that, through the society of people 
called “nice,” he acquired attitudes, reticences, rules of conduct, 
and traits of character strangely alien to the environment of his sire, 
but so great was his reverence for his father, so pervasive his pride 
in him, that to be an aristocrat, as only democracies can create 
aristocrats, it was enough for him to be his son. The idea that Robert 
Lincoln was frightened by the prospect of delvings into folkways 
and lineage books is farfetched and quite too facile. He was, as 
a matter of fact, not only a Pilgrim Tercentenary member of the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, but one of its bene- 
factors as weUl 

4. Lectures and Literary Essays. Prior to his departure for Wash- 
ington, Mr. Lincoln packed a carpetbag with the manuscripts of 
those of his writings which would not be required for the conduct 
of the White House office and turned it over to Elizabeth Todd 
Grimsley. In substance, he explained to “Cousin Lizzie” his hope 
that she would consent to care for his “literary bureau,” that if 
he should return he might want to reclaim it; that otherwise she 
might dispose of the contents in any way she pleased. After his 
death. Mrs. Grimsley w'ould gratify the wishes of old friends to 
possess an “association” item by dipping into the bag and handing 
over whatever came to her hand. This agreeable custom reached 
an abrupt end one day, when a maid, confusing these assorted 
leaves with trash, conscientiously burned them. Five of the sur- 
\'i\ ors of Mrs. Grimsley’s bounty w'ere subsequently tracked down: 
the lecture on discoveries and inventions; two fragments on slavery, 
one on tlie Constitution, and Mr. Lincoln’s closing speech in the 
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senatorial campaign of 1858. The sleuth who recovered them and 
in whose possession they now repose is the wonderful Oliver R. 


Barrett. ^ „ 

Nfr. Lincoln's verses beginning, My childhood home I see again, 

were presented to the Library of Congress by his granddaughter, 

Mrs. Charles Isham, in 1937. Other samples of his contributions to 

beautiful letters are conserved in a score of places. 


5. Legal Documents. Mr. Lincoln left behind in courthouses and 
in his Springfield law oflBce the accumulation of his legal papers. 
Thus some passed to his law partner, William H. Herndon, and those 
which escaped dispersal, numbering 750 documents, came into gov- 
ernment ownership when the Library of Congress purchased the 
Herndon- Weik collection in 1941. 


6. Intimate and Family Letters. From the number which exist in 
various collections, it has been apparent that only by accident 
would intimate and family letters have found their way into tbe 
White House papers. Nicolay and Hay had printed but one letter 
horn Abraham Lincoln to Ms wife and only nineteen telegrams. 
Sudi correspondence did not belong in an office collection. 

7. Some Notable Documents. Quite obviously there were several 
distinguished state papers wMch were not among those wMch were 
prepared by the secretaries for sMpment to Illinois. For example, 
Mr. Lincoln himself had donated the Emancipation Proclamation 
to be sold at auction for charity. It brought a good price and was 
presented to a soldiers’ home in CMcago and was destroyed in the 
fire of 1871. The first draft of the Cettysburg Address, and the read- 
ing copy, both in Lincoln’s holograph, and the original manuscript of 
the second inaugural, together with the printed text from wMch it 
was delivered, were presented to the Library of Congress by the 
children of John Hay on April 11, 1916. On the same day Colonel 
Nicolay s daughter. Miss Helen Nicolay, gave the Library the 
memorandum of August 23, 1864, in wMch Mr. Lincoln expressed 
the opinion that in all likelihood he would be defeated in the forth- 
coming election, in wMch event he would give the President-elect 
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his full co-operation in order to save the Union. He had sealed die 
memorandum, the Cabinet had endorsed the envelope and, when 
the successful issue of the campaign was assured, he had read 
aloud its contents to his ministers. The famous Hook^ letter, once 
in the Kolb collection, now adorned the magnificat library of Mr. 
Alfred W. Stem. The note of sympathy to the widow Bixby had 
been an object of considerable interest and curiosi^ to Robert 
Lincoln. If he knew of a rou^ draft, or possessed related docu- 
ments, he would probably have shared the information. A long 
list of celebrated Lincoln manuscripts in other collections might 
readily be compiled; it is certainly not difficult to leam their where- 
abouts. 


8. Terminal Date. That the materials in the Abraham Lincoln 
papers concluded with die President’s sudden death was piesunuible 
from the fact tliat letters of condolence written by moinent person- 
ages to his widow were presented to the Library by Mrs. Robert 
Lincoln eight years after the dqtosit of the collection and one year 
after she, too, had been widowed. The unfinished business of the 
T inmlTi administration was, of course, transferred to Andrew 

Johnson. 

9. Final Negation. It can never be said tibat Robert Lincoln scat- 
tered his father’s correspondence, but from time to time he did 
delight in making “littie ^tifications.” Thus in 1908 he wrote to 

the vwdow of John Hay: 

I am very sorry that I have been unable to find any more letters from 

^tomy^fathCT’s papers tiiere is as yet found onty one letter, which I 
enclose. It is, I think, very characteristic. 

The following year he responded to a request f or inf ormation from 
Professor Frank Irving Herriott, of Drake University: 

Your note of January 26th was r^v^ f 

dated September 13th, 1859. It was located tins mommg, and a. 
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it has ceased to be of permanent importance among the papers I have, I 
take great pleasure in sending it to you, together wth the envelope m 
which it was originally mailed. The pencil notation is in my fathers 

handwriting. 

No indication of any response to this letter has been torinu. 

In 1916 he made a handsome acknowledgment to the Honorable 
John W. Dwdght: 

You know my gratitude to you for your effective work in the House in 
the legislation providing for the erection of the Lincob Memorial here, 
which is now approachmg completion, but I wish you to have somethmg 
tangible as a testimonial of my feelmg and wbch may be associated by 
you m your memory of that part of your public work. ^ 

In the book by Noah Brooks entitled Washington in Lincolns Time, 
you will find an account of a public demonstration at the White House 
immediately after the presidential election of 1864, at which my father 
made a speech wbch he had written out beforehand. I am sendmg to you 
the oiigmal manuscript used by him on that occasion and I beg your 
acceptmce of it, with the renewed assurance of my kmdest regard. 

Of course there were other instances of such largesse. It would 
be interesting to know the criteria applied in deter minin g "perma- 
nent importance,” because if it was clear that, at rare intervals, 
Robert Lincoln had removed documents from the collection, for 
one purpose or another, it was equally obvious that others had 
been withheld from those deposited in the Library of Congress in 
1919, and that some remained in the possession of his heirs follow- 
ing his death. For example, the Honorable George Anthony Don- 
dero, of Royal Oak, Michigan, in an article published in the 
Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society for May 1931, in re- 
ferring to Grace Bedell’s letter urging Abraham Lincoln to grow 
a beard, had made no secret of die fact that 

Upon the death of President Lmcob . . . Robert Todd Lmcob, his 
son, obtamed possession of the letter and upon his death, July 26, 1926, 
it became the property of his widow, Mary Harlan Lin coln, from whom 
the writer received it. 

Certainly there were some papers which the family had decided 
to retam, and, of course, they had a perfect right to do so. Only the 
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malicious could construe tibeir reluctance to part with the totality 

of the Lincoln record as suspicious or furtive, and only the malevo> 

lent would deny their responsibility to prevent an indiscrinoinate 
invasion of p^i^^acy, 

This, then, was the aspect negatively considered, these were the 
kinds of material, and these the exceptions which the public shoul d 
have knowTi better than to expect to find bared and perpetuated 
in a national collection, but there were positive indications as weU, 
and they were reliable. They were discernible, even discoverable, 
in many ways: in the existing knowledge of Mr. Lincoln’s person, 
in the problems which confronted and compelled him in his re- 
lations to the whole American community, in the manner of men 
who surrounded him, in the darkness of the days and the darker 
nights in w'hich he labored, in his contemptuous disregard of office 
regulation, and most viNidly and most assuredly in the one-sided 
correspondence published in the several editions of his collected or 
selected works. 

A truth, generally acknowledged but abjured in utterance, is the 
truth that Mr. Lincoln was first and most of all a constnmnate pol- 
itician. No stigma, save convention, attaches either to die admission 
or to him^ for his eminence derives entirely from his capture of the 
people’s confidence. Without it, he might have been as imdivided 
a ser\ ant of the Union as he was; he might have been as shrewd and 
wise and kind; he might have possessed as uncanny and mildly 
supernatural pow’ers of understanding as he did; and still have been 
among the most inglorious failures in history. His genius for human 
relations was, moreover, sensitive to other forces. He was not obliv- 
ious to the importance of influence; he was famihar with die uses 
of patronage; he valued favorable publicity; he approved not only 
the abstract concept of American government but also die some- 
times conflicting system by which it worked. To be sure some in- 
effable extension of character took place between the election of 
the small-towm lawyer and the inauguration of this major prophet 
of tlemocracv; there w^as some revelation on some Damascus road; 
but d.e vision did not displace but rather was imposed upon his 


so. and both reason and example confirmed 
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whom Mr. Lincoln numbered among his correspondents must have 
included every specimen of the race. Whether literate or not, the 
American people have always found an inexplicable release in writ- 
ing letters, particularly in writing letters to persons in authority. 
They cajole, scold, beg, command. Sometimes, but with less fre- 
quency, they commend. But whatever their tone, nothing can stay 
the impulse toward articulation. To Mr. Lincoln, who infinitely pre- 
ferred men to missives, the efficiency of the postal arrangements 
must more than once have seemed a grave misfortune. 

On November 14, 1860, shortly after his election, the Illinois 

State Journal armounced: 


Today, and till further noticse, Mr. T .inmln will see visitors at the Execu- 
tive Chamber in the State House from 10 to 12 A.M., and from to 
f .M. each day. 

The purpose of limiting his reception hours was to allow the 
President-elect opportunity for private conference with the exacting 
Republican leaders who hurried to Springfield to present claims 
and proffer gratuitous suggestions, but it had as its object also time 
to consult with Mr. Nicolay who was becoming increasingly dis- 
mayed by the volume of paper clamorings, and to draft or dictate 
the tenor of replies. A correspondent who used the pseudonym of 
^Albany," vnriting to the New York Evening Post on the day this 
schedule went into effect, r^orted that 


He [i.e., Mr. LincolnJ does not hesitate in his private letters to die 
South (he has already a large correspondence in that section) and in 
conversation with his visitors, in answer to proper inquiries, to give any 
assurances which are consistent with his views herebtfore expressed and 
the party platform on which he stands. . . . 

mentioned that Mr. Lincoln had already quite a large correspondence 
with the Soudi. There are many of his letters hrom that quarter which 
the counby ought to see. Missives which no decent man could write are 
abundant; their postmarks reveal the fact that the vocabulary of Billings- 
gate is not confined to the Five Points and Marshall Rynder’s office. 
Unroilunately the earmarks of some of them show that their writers are 
not devoid of education, if destitute of decency. Letters threatening 
death, m all its forms, as the penalty of his high position, are more 
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abundant still. They are, of course, mainly anonymous, ibou^ a few bear 
real names. Some are signed in hieroglyphics, said to be Imown only to 
the “Sacred Order ^ or “Southern Brotherhood,** which threatens Mr. 
Lincoln \\ith a sudden and untimely taldng-ofiE. A few are ornamented 
with sketches of executions by the gibbet, assassination by the stiletto, 
or death by a lightning stroke; and in nearly all the theology of the writers 
is indicated by rude caricatures of the Devil, ready with his three-pronged 
fork to receive and pitch into everlasting fire the body of the unfortunate 
Lincoln, w^hose offense consists in the belief tiiat human slavery is wrong* 
He is not, I am glad to say, annoyed by these. Assured that no man who 
will write anon)TOous and threatening letters is worthy of being feared, 
he tosses all such aside, as he says, to illustrate, at some future day, the 
comical side of his administratjon. . . • 


Aside but not away! And if Mr. Lincoln refrained from writing 
die appeasing, conciliatory letters he was being urged to write, it 
was not “merely on punctilio and pluck, but, as be said, because 
“I have bad men to deal with, both North and South; men who are 
eager for something new upon which to base new misrepresenta- 
tioM; men who would like to frighten me, or at least to fix upon 
me the diaracter of timidity and cowardice. They would seize upon 
almost any letter I could write as being an awful coming down.” 
He intended to keep his “eye upon these gentlemen, and to not 
unnecessarilv put any weapon in their hands.” This was temperance 
but not abstinence. There were many other letters of other kinds. 

The Lincoln papers were swelling. 

Exactly rivo weeks later the observant Henry ViUard, ct me 

New York Herald, wired that immediately upon his ret^ from 

Chicago the President-elect had repaired to his 

“to open and digest his accumulated correspondence. Mr. ViUaid 

continued: 


A nile of letters greeted him before which a less deten^ed soj^ mgnt 

quency of « pertioeoce of ex^sioo, vatodorioos 

onginality, fr^ess or ^ enough for the 
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temporary excitement of humor. Mr. Lincoln s correspondence would 
offer a inost abundant source of knowledge to the student of human 
nature. It emanates from representatives of all grades of society. 
grave effusions of statesmen; the disinterested advice of patriots reach 
him simultaneously with the well-calculated, wheedling praises of the 
expectant politician and the meaningless commonplaces of scribblers from 
mere curiosity. Female forwardness and inquisitiveness are frequently 
brought to his notice. Exuberant wide-awake enthusiasm, \^dth difficulty 
pressed into the narrow forms of a letter, is lavished upon him. Poets 
hasten to tax their muse in his glorification. A perfect shower of "able 
editorials” is clipped out and enclosed. Artists express their happiness in 
supplying him wth wretched wood-cut representations of his surround- 
ings. Authors and speculative booksellers freely send their congratula- 
tions, accompanied by complimentary volumes. Inventors are exceedingly 
liber^ with circulars and samples. More impulsive than well-mannered. 
Southerners indulge in occasional missives containing senseless f ulmin a- 
tions and, in a few instances, disgraceful threats and indecent drawings. 
A goodly number of seditious pamphlets and manifestoes has also arrived 
—in fine all the ‘Tight and shadow” of Anglo-American political humanity 
is reflected by the hundreds of letters daily received by the President-elect. 

Mr, Villard was privy to the paper in the Governor s Room, and 
press releases issued eighty-seven years later would not present 
a more accurate picture. 

By December 1860 a new category had intruded into Mr. Lincoln’s 
correspondence : 

That popular mania— the collection of autographs of distinguished men 
—has proved of late a source of considerable annoyance to Mr. Lincoln 
also, and hardly a mail reaches here without bringing him numerous re- 
quests for specimens of his handwriting. Of course all of them wander 
unnoticed into his waste-paper basket. 

The last statement was not strictly accurate, but it probably had 
the considerate purpose of controlling the callous fashion. 

Most troublesome, because they were most important, were ap- 
peals or demands for places on the public pay rolls. A cabinet had 
to be sdected, and every Northerner with a favorite candidate 
would urge bis selection widi long and irrelevant supporting docu- 
ments. Sometimes whisperings of choice were overheard, resulting 
in reams of censure or empty assurances of consent. By the twelfth 
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of January 1861 the New York Herald published this item of in- 
teUigence: 

It has been rumored about town for some days that the President-elect 
is making the first draft of his Inauguration Address. This report is, how- 
ever, without any foundation in fact The change the posture of public 
affairs is now daily undergoing renders it necessary for him to put off the 
discharge of this important t^ to the latest possible moment 

The few \isitors he now receives seek hinn at his private dwdling. To 
his correspondence he attends, however, with his secretary, in an ofiBce 
rented by him a few days ago in the business part of die dty. 

Within a few days the paper noted that it had “increased so 
wonderfully” that he had found it “utterly impossible to read, not 
to speak of answering it alL” In the evenings his servant was some- 
times seen standing “in die vestibule of the Post Office carrying 
a good-sized market basket full of letters.” These, it was said, were 
opened by the private secretary, who, from their signatures, could 
“determine their relative importance.” This was followed by the 
first hint in history of the burning of the Lincoln papers: “Those 
emanating from obscure sources are invariably consigned to the 
stove without the least mercy. Petitions for office especially share 

this fate.” 

The situation worsened, deteriorated, scampered from bad to 
worse. Explained the vivid Villard on January 26: 

applications for office are now flooded upon the President- 
elect with unusual vigor and frequency. Mr. Lincdln turns them all over 
to the tender mercies of his private secretary, who remorselessly consigiis 

Tiinfi out of ten to the stove. 

As Mr. Lincoln worked on the manuscript of his inaugurd ad- 
dress “the influx of written supplications for executive favors” kept 
to its distracting course. “Baskets full of petitions and recommenda- 
tions” arrived with everv mail, much to tiie chagrin of Mr. Nicolay, 
Cn Those shoolderi the main burden of this ovetwbetog 

presidential correspondence” rested. “Documents coyeimg from 
twenty to thirty and more pages, setting forth Iffie c^ of Ae 
sevei2 expectants,” were by no means unusual. The mdignant Mr. 
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Villard exploded: “Some fools even went so far as to enclose essays 
on the duty and destiny of the Republican party and the Republican 
administration ” “To all such indiscreet individuals,” he wished to 
say again that neither Mr. Nicolay nor Mr. Lincoln was “equal to the 
t-asif of opening, reading, and answering a hxmdred or so letters every 
day,” and that hence their epistles ran “the ignominious risk of 
being transferred to the paper basket unnoticed. He urged them, 
if diey were determined to gain a hearing, to get their papers ready 
and station themselves at some convenient point selected by Mr. 
Lincoln for his journey to Washington. He thought it possible that 
a box for the deposit of such communications would be attached to 

the presidential train. 

A fortnight later the cars rumbled from tbe Springfield depot, and 
their joltings made queer splashes of the pencil as Mr. Lincoln 
struggled to set down the remarks he had made in bidding farewell 
to the friends who came to see him oflF. The Lincoln papers went 
with him, the correspondence of the last few months and the records 
which reflected his political career. They would be needed at the 


Executive Office. 

Mr. Lincoln was incorrigible. Steadfastly he refused surrender of 
himself to the heedless disciplines of routine; rebelled with im- 
pious stubbornness against submission to an ordered existence; re- 
pudiated the easy insistences of time; despised schedules whatever 
their disguise and blandishments; declined in disgust the ivory 
towers intended for his isolation; and frequently drove his staff 
to the comers of despair. As an administrator he left behind no 
cleverly conceived devices which the future expositors of scientific 
management might admiringly exhibit as models for the young. 
Indeed, in his capacity as Chief Clerk of the United States, Abraham 
Lincoln was completely unsatisfactory. 

Long before he left Springfield these marked shortcomings had 
been sufiSciently pronoimced to produce palsied heads above the 
bodies politic. Those about him were filled with dour misgivings, 
and the public press spouted apprehensions. At moments when con- 
science and duty required withdrawal to plan the salvation of the 
Union, or take decisive action, or compose national doctrine, he 
would be down at the State House, his feet atop a table, talking and 
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joking and exchanging views with the rabble whose franchise had 
propelled him into public display. 

The trip to Washington afforded no opportunities for reform; 
people would board the train at nearly every stop, ride a few miles, 
and then give way to others; in the cities where he spent the night 
he was besieged throughout his stay; and even at Willard's, where 
he registered upon his arrival at the capital, he was instantly mobbed 
by the impatient and the captious and the peremptory who for days 
had laid in wait for him . No wonder that his secretaries shuddered 
at sight of the accumulated mall. They would have to deal with all 
of it themselves, or put some aside, which, in the nature of diings 
and Mr. Lincoln, would never receive attention. 

Worst of all, this habit of filling life with people persisted in the 
^Vhite House. In those first days the hordes which cluttered the 
stately rooms were the usxirers of power come to exact payment in 
the currency of patronage. As weeks passed and the paper image 
of Union was rudely crumpled, there intermingled wiA those vul- 
garians noisy men eager for contracts, untutored but cocky litde 
mihtary geniuses, youths bumptiously eager for commissions, fright- 
ened mothers and pretty brides seeking releases or promotions for 
their men; advocates of abdication; impulsive espousers of weird 
causes; the inflated dispensers of intelligence; the frightened mendi- 
cants of peace; in short, the unlovely conglomerate of selfishness 
bent upon executive acquiescence. Few were turned away; fewer 
still were dismissed widiout the suggestion of other recourse. 

In such a situation it is not surprising that John Hay looked back 
upon it with a touch of bitterness. Writing to Herndon in Septemb^ 
1866, he recalled that Mr. Lincoln “was extremely unmetiiodical.* 

As a matter of fact: 


It was a four vears’ struggle on Nicolay’s part and mine to get 1^ to 
adopt some s\ steraatic rules. He would break through every regulation 
as f^t as it was made. Anjthing that kept the people Aemselves away 
from him he disapproved-alAough they nearly annoyed the life out ot 

him bv unreasonable complaints & requests. i • j 

He wTOte ^■eIy few letters. He did not read one in fifty that he received 

Vt first we tried to bring them to his notice, but at last he gave the whole 

tolovlr to me. aad Igned reading drem the “ 

v.e. Wrn vv-rntfi nerhaus half a dozen a week himself-not more. . . . 
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I opened and read the letters, answered them, looked over the news- 
papers, supervised the clerks who kept the records, and in Nicolay s ab- 
sence ^d his work also. 

When the President had any rather delicate matter to handle at a dis- 
tance from Washington, he very rarely wrote, but sent Nicolay or me. 

Miss Helen Nicolay, who inherited from her father an envelope 
marked ‘Tersonal Traits,” and who expanded the notes into a book 
with that tide, published in 1912, made this statement: 

His correspondence also took much time ihou^ he read only one in a 
hundred of the letters addressed to him. He rarely dictated. He either 
made a verbal or written summary for his secretary, or carefully wrote out 
the whole himself— and frequently copied it. All his important state papers 
and political letters were signed with his full name. His si^ature on less 
formal documents was “A. Lincoln.” "nie range of his daily conespond- 
ence ran the whole gamut from na min g a baby to the most important 
national and international affair s, and in addition he made many endorse- 
ments, some of them lengthy, on communications he did not answer. 

By piecing together such fragments as these, written by partici- 
pants and familiars, it is possible, despite minor disagreements, to 
reconstruct the operations of the executive office and sense the na- 
ture of the White House files. 

Nicolay and Hay were assisted by a young man named William 
Osborn Stoddard. A native of Homer, Coinrt Coimty, New York, 
the son of a bookseller and publisher, he had graduated from the 
University of Rochester in 1858, and shortly thereafter had moved 
to the Middle West where he had become editor of the Central Illi- 
nois Gazette at Champaign. It was said afterward that his editorial 
written for the May 4, 1859, issue of his paper had done “more than 
any odier single writing to call to the attention of the people Lin- 
colns availability as a candidate.” He already had a very large 
current exchange list, but in order to secme the widest publicity for 
this special edition he had added two hundred more for its distri- 
bution. To his immense satisfaction it had been widely copied. 

Following the election Stoddard journeyed to Springfield per- 
sonally to present his congratulations to Mr. Lincoln, who had of- 
fered him a clerkship in the government. Stoddard agreed provided 
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li0 nu^lit t)c coiiii0ct6(i witli tlic prcsidBntisl GstsLlisluDCHt, dud wss 
appointed as secretary to sign land patents with an office in tiae 
Executive Mansion, It was not very long before he had other duties 

thrust upon him, and in 1890 he set them down in a book entitled 
Inside the W hite House in Wat Times: 

This large south-fronting room has been the business office of all the 
Presidents who have hved in this house. In one sense it is the nerve center 
of the Republic, It is a wonderful historic cavern to move about in. The 
hearts and brains of a great people are somehow in connection wth it, 
and they send to this Chamber their blind impulses, their thrill c of hope, 
their faintnesses of disappointment, their shivers of fear, and even their 
sinking of despair. 

Mr. Lincoln will be here in a few minutes. . . . 

There is hardly an ornamental or a superfluous article of furniture in 
the room. This second-hand mahogany upright desk, from some old- 
fumiture auction— or that is what it looks like— here by the middle win- 
dow, is Mr. Lincoln s working-desk. This is the place where he is ex- 
pected to perform his political and military miracles. Matters of all kinds 
are put into shape here for after-consideration by the Cabinet, when they 
assemble around the long table to be informed why they were sent for. 
It is not often, however, that a paper or plan prepared by Mr. Lincoln is 
much changed in its appearance at the end of a meeting. • • • 

There is nothing on the desk but a few bundles of papers and an out- 
spread map. It is a map of part of the regions Avhich are be ginnin g to be 
overrun with armies. ... 

Here is our special work coming in. The big sack that liOuis, the Presi- 
dent’s messenger, is perspiring under, contains the morning’s mafl- What 
a pile it makes, as he pours it out upon the table! Why, no, it is no larger 

than usual . . . 

Put aside the journals now, and take up the kind of written papers 
which come through the post in bundles and bales, mostiy sealed a great 
deal. Do you see what they are? That pile is of applications for appoint- 
ments to offices of every' name and grade, all over the land. They must be 
examined with care, and some of mem must be briefed before they are 
referred to the departments and bureaus ■with which the offices asked for 
Ze ^ected. W’e ^^•ill not show any of them to Mr. Lincoln at preset 

That other pile contains matter that belongs here. They are pardon 
papers ” and this desk has the custody of them, but their proper place, 
one would think, is in the War Office. That is where they all rniM go, 
after a while; but the President wishes them where he can lay his 
upon them, and every batch of papers and petitions must be in 
hffia w hen he calls for it. He is downright sure to pardon any case that he 


40 



CONCERNING A CHINESE REVERENCE 


can find a fair excuse for pardoning, and some people think he carries his 


mercy too far. ... i rt • 

There is no sameness in the sizes of the White 

there will be less than 200 separate lots, large an< 

will be over 300. Anyhow, every envelope must 


tents duly examined. 

Are they all read? Not exactly, with a big wicker wastebasket on either 
side of this chair. A good half of each mail belongs in them, as fast as you 
find it out. The other half calls for more or less respectful treatment, 
but generally for judicious distribution among the departments, with or 
wiAout favorable remarks indorsed upon it. 


It is lightning work . . . 

Written acknowledgments of the receipt and disposal of papers are 
frequently necessary, and it is well that you have the right to frank letters 
through the mails, for you never could get the President to spend time 
in franking. 


Noah Brooks, who would have become private secretary in the 
second term had Mr. Lincoln lived, and who always enjoyed a posi- 
tion of confidence at the White House, wrote his impressions in a 
book entitled Washington in Lincolns Time: 


Naturally, Mr. Lincoln was methodical in his habits; he was scrupu- 
lously exact in all the details of his oflBce, and his care for written docu- 
ments was sometimes carried to an extreme; he appeared to have the 
Chinese reverence for a written paper. . . . 

Lincoln always composed slowly, and he often wrote and rewrote his 
more elaborate productions several times. I happened to be with him 
often while he was composing his message to Congress, which was sent 
in while Sherman was on his march through Georgia, . • . The Presi- 
dents message was first written with pencil on stiff sheets of white paste- 
board, or boxboard, a good supply of which he kept by him. These sheets, 
five or six inches wide, could be laid on the writer s knee, as he sat com- 
fortably in his armchair, in his favorite position, with his legs crossed. . . . 

As a rule, Lincoln wrote his most important letters with his own hand. 
Some of these—perhaps most of them-^were read over to confidential 
friends and were corrected, or modified, before being sent. He kept 
copies of all letters of moment, and even some of these copies he made 
himself with painstaking care. In his oflBce in the public wing of the White 
House was a little cabinet, the interior divided into pigeonholes. The 
pigMnholes were lettered in alphabetical order, but a few were devoted 
to individuals. Horace Greeley, I remember, had one to himself; so did 
each of several generals who wrote often to him. 
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Ben Perley Poore, a gentleman who got about, sent this chronoh 
ogy to the Boston Journal in December 1863: 

Mr. Lincoln is an early riser, and he thus is able to devote two or three 
hours each morning to his voluminous private correspondence besides 
glancing at a city paper. At nine he breakfasts— then walks over to the 
War Office to read such war telegrams as they give him (occasionally 
some are withheld), and to have a chat wth General H^eck on the 
military situation in which he takes a great interest. Returning to the 
\Miite House, he goes through wth his morning’s mail, in company widi 
a private secretary. Some letters are endorsed and sent to the Departments 
—Others are entrusted to the seoretary, who makes a minute of the repty 
he is to make— and odiers the President retains, that he may answer them 
himself. Every letter receives attention, and all which are entitled to a 
reply receive one, no matter how they are worded, or how inelegant the 
chirography may be. 

Another witness, J. M. Winchell, writing on Three Interviews with 
President Lincoln, published in the Galaxy for 1873, recoimted an 
esp«rience when he went to see the President in quest of some favor: 

‘'But let us see what we can do; I will write somedung to put otir ideas 
into shape”; and wth a pleasant laugh he began at once to seardi for 
paper a^d pen. He was aided in A effort by little ‘Tad,*' who 
present— and, I must say, somewhat troublesome— and toward whom his 
father manifested the most anxious and considerate affection. He found 
a piece of paper with some difficulty on the table (littered wntii docu- 
ments lying in complete disorder), and a very poor pen with which he at 

once set to work. * . . .t. j j t 

The document thus prepared w^as in fact a military order, and I wo^ 

dered if he made any record of its existence. He had not called in the aid 
of any of his secretaries, and I afterward inquired of Mr. Nicolay if any 
record of it had been made. He said not, and was even imorant of its 
existence- and added a feeling remark on the President's official habits, 
which were reckless of aU order, and gave his secretaries no end of 

trouble. 

Somewhere in these conflicting statements is the truth. If, accord- 
ing to John Hay, he read only one in fifty of his letters, and, accorf- 
ine to John Nicolav, the overlooked were twice as many, it makes 
very little different after all. There was agreement in sub^a. 
It would be more difficult to reconcile Hay’s declaration that he 
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‘‘was extremely unmethodical,” with Brooks s avowal, naturally 
Mr. Lincoln was methodical in his habits,” but from the context 
of the Brooks account it is clear that his reference was limited to 
Lincoln's own writing and did not extend either to the docu- 
ments he receiv'ed or to his regard for the integrity of the files. 
Nicolay was meticulously Teutonic in his thoroughness, perhaps 
Brooks was more lenient, more charitable in his attitude toward such 
things; more than that, he lacked the same diurnal knowledge which 
was Nicolay’s to acquire and to impart. He and Hay had had the 
job to do. They had had to grapple with it. Their appraisal had the 
soundness of in tim ate experience. 

There were times when the secretaries were accused of withhold- 
ing and sequestering tiie President’s mail. The charge was once 
leveled by Judge Davis, and provoked an outraged denial which 
was never allowed to be sent. But there were other times when the 
President was the secretaries* ghost writer, even going so far as to 
sign their names to the record copy. Sometimes he, sometimes they, 
would scrawl on an envelope “needs no answer.” Certainly among 
those which were shipped from the White House in the spring of 
1865 were hundreds which he had never got around to. Now he 
never would. He had been a methodically unmethodical manager, 
but then he had been Everyman. 
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The Living 


D avid davis cx)uij) “not be reconciijed to mr. Lincoln’s death 
and the manner of it,” but it did not take him long to wind 
up the Washington business, and by April 27, 1865, he was home 
in rainy Bloomington. On that day Robert Lincoln wrote to Profes- 
sor Francis James Child, of Harvard College; 

Your letter was received this morning. 

I can truly say that I know of no one to whom I would entrust the task 
you speak of more willingly than to Mr. Norton. Although I am but 
slightly acquainted with him personally, he is well known to me as a 
cultivated scholar and gentleman. 

It will be impossible, however, for the complete work which Mr. Norton 
contemplates to be written for a number of years, exactly how long it is 
impossible to sav because there are no doubt many documents (I myself 
know of several) which are necessary to the history but which would be 
damaging to men now living. 

The papers have been carefully collected by the Priv. Secretaries and 
sealed and deposited in a safe place. At some time within the next three 
or four years, I propose, in conjunction with the secretaries and one or 
two friends of my Father on whose judgment I rely, to open the boxes 
and glean out what is useless and to classify the remainder in some sort. 
No one will have access to them before that time. 

Please assure Mr. Norton of my appreciation of his very generous 
proposition and say to him that I feel indisposed to bind myself at present 
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for so long a time, although as I said at first Mr. N. has my entire oonfi. 

dence, and that I shall most certainty get myself in communication with 
him at a future time. 

Please accept my thanks, Mr. Child, for your kind expression of sym- 
pa&y. Our loss is indeed terrible. In all my plans for die future, the r-h^ef 
object I had in ^iew was the approbation of my Father, and now that he 
is gone and in such a way, I feel utterly without spirit or courage. I know 
that such a feeling is wrong and that it is my duty to overcome it I trust 

that for the sake of my Mother and little brother that I will be able to do 
so. 


Charles Eliot Norton, a young man with a brilliant literary repu- 
tation who, during the war, had loyally supported the President’s 
policies in the pages of the North American Review, had, dirough 
the intermediation of Professor Child, expressed a wish to write a 
definitive biography of Mr. Lincoln. This would require access to 
the primary source materials. 

Robert Lincoln’s refusal, polite as it was and firm as it was, took 
the position that the request was premature. He had become die 
inheritor of his father s record. Stated differently, this implied diat 


the Lincoln story and its transmission were in his keeping. It was 
a heavy responsibility which he accepted with more than fili al emo- 
tion. Tliere were obligations not ordy to his fathers memory, but 
to the society which had survived him. He, Robert Lincoln, was the 
final arbiter, and he did not propose to make any disposition of 
the record wthout first securing the counsel of his father s intimates. 
Together they would go through the papers and separate the im- 
portant from the unimportant. He might have said where they were, 
but that was irrelevant; enough that they had been deposited in a 
safe place.” He might have explained the fact that examination must 
be postponed because the private secretaries were about to take up 
their posts in Paris, but that would prolong the letter without adding 
to or subtracting from his decision. He might have named the wun- 
selors (Da\-id Davis was certainly one) who would assist hto to 
determination, but such disclosure might embOTass diem or him; a 

personal matter of selection, it was nobody else’s business. 

Thomas Jefferson once said that “the earth belongs always to the 
livin<r generation.” Perhaps Robert Lincoln had come across the quo- 
tation. In anv event he understood it, subscribed to it, incorporated 
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it in his creed. He would live by it. Neither consciously nor care- 
lessly would he circulate or allow to be circulated lying documents 
which might damage “men now living.” There were such documents 
among his father^ papers. During the war he had himseH been 
charged with making half a milKon dollars in questionable specu- 
lation. It had been absolutely untrue, but it had hurt. Now, in the 
moment of his bereavement, he was unwilling by any act of his to 
add to sorrow the shame of dispensing misery. It was such an im- 
pulse as his father would approve. 

But to read into ibis resolve, as years later would be read into it, 

an anxiety to protect his fadier s murderers, is a f ant a s tic distortion, 
contrary to everything in Robert Lincoln s nature. It is like^vise fan- 
tastic to suppose that the Lincoln papers then or ever contained 
mgfprials which might betray the perpetrators of Ac crime. Other 

treacheries perhaps, but not endlessness. 

One week later E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant General, from 

Springfield, telegraphed the Secretary of War: 

The officers of the guard of honor having seen the remains of President 
T .iTipnlTi safely deposited in the vault, and having delivered the key to 
Capt. Robert Lincoln, will start at ten this evening by the express train 
via Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Baltimore, for Washington. 

The Lincoln period was pronounced closed by the military, but 
those old friends who watched Robert thought him “fine-looking,” 
despite the fad: that “he seemed to feel so sadly.” On Jime 10 he 
resigned his army commission, and on July 5 he wrote to Charles 
Sumner, on whose arm he had leaned in the Petersen house: “I 
desire to assure you that I have been deeply gratified by your ora- 
tion. I have seen no eulogy out of all Riat have been delivered that 
has so well expressed what all who knew my father feel but cannot 
say.” Mary Lincoln gave Senator S umn er Mr. Lincoln’s cane and the 
photograph of John Bright which had stood on the office mantel. 

The Lincoln family went to Chicago to live. Mrs. Abraham Lin- 
coln, widow, and her younger son, stayed at the Tremont House, 
while Robert had a room in the building of Crosby’ s Opera House, 
and read law in tiie offices of Scammon, McCagg & Fuller, on Lake 
Street. The senior member of the firin, Jonathan Young Scammon, 
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had been a friend and correspondent of Robert’s father. Robert was 
admitted to the Illinois bar on February 25, 1867, went into partner- 
ship >\nth Mr. Scammon’s son, Charles T. Scanunon, and, in fhat year 
he, with his mother and brother, shared a home at 375 West Wash- 
ington Street. 

Meanwhile memorial sermons, eulogies, and adulatory biogra- 
phies of Abraham Lincoln poured from the press. Extravagant, un- 
restrained, wholly uncritical, they presented a divine being who, 
bom mysteriously in the Kentucky wilderness and first reveled to 
the world athwart a Sangamon rniUdam, had performed his messianic 
mission and sacrificed himself for the sins of his fellows. Of course 
they were bloodless and unreal, the products of die tinsmiths of 
m)ihology, but Robert Lincoln liked tiiem very much. A directory 
publisher in Troy, New York, formed a collection of them. 

Opposing them with greater zeal and more remarkable energy 
was Mr. Lincoln’s late law partner, Wilham Henry Herndon, who 
sought a human explanation of his old friend’s greatness. He 
ered letters and documents and memorabilia of all sorts, visited the 
places where Mr. Lincoln once lived, interviewed hundreds of per- 
sons whose lives had touched his, took depositions, lectured, and 
uTote for the newspapers, impugned the legends of domestic felicity, 
scorned reports of orthodoxy, and generally made himself a painful 
and probing nuisance. And forever he was t alkin g, criticizing, deny- 
m<y, ridiculing Nvith a Wliitman-like torrent of words. Frequently his 
opinions, based upon deduction, were worthless, but to him more 
than to any one rnan must go the credit for the rescue and preserva- 
tion of the Lincoln sto^)^ His materials were and are magnificent 
But to this day Mr. Herndon remains a controversial figure, who 
di^'ides students into hostile schools. It is unfair and it is foolish. 



for his major achievement was superb. 

On the other hand it was only natural that to the traditional^ 

he should appear as an officious interloper, an unprincipled ^ 
bunker, a vicious ferret, bent upon reducing Mr. Lincoln to tas 
mediocrity and re-creating him in his earthy inmge. It 
wasn't long before their contempt (or him and his for them became 
fixed and unrelenting, but it began with cauUoos. Judge Daws, tor 
example, wrote him on January 14, 1866: 
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I have always understood that Mr. Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclan^- 
tion was hig own conception: that he announced to his cabinet that he 
intended to issue it, and that he wd. hear suggestions about verbal criti- 
cisms &c.— It is mean to try to deprive him of the glory of that. 

Robert Lincoln tried to assume a dignified aloofness. With a touch 
of stem detachment he informed the prober on June 8 of that year; 

Even when I differ with anyone in his views of my father s character 
&c. unless it were something flagrantly wrong, I would not discuss the 

subject. 

Mrs. Lincoln was more openly distressed. In a letter dated August 
28, 1866, marked ^private— please bum,” in which she enclosed a 
clipping, she appealed to his vaunted sense of justice and sentiment : 

Owing to Robert’s absence, from Chicago, your last letter to him, was 

only shown me last evening. The recollection of my beloved husband’s 

truly affectionate regard for you & the knowledge of your great love & 

reverence for the best man that ever lived, would of itself, cause you to 

be cherished with the sincerest regard by my sons & myself. In my over- 

whelming bereavement those who loved and idolized my husband-aside 

from disinterested motives — are very precious to me & mine. My grief ha5g 

been so uncontrollable that in consequence I have been obliged to bury 

myself in solitude— knowing, that many whom I would see, could not fully 

enter into the state of my feelings — I have been thinking for some time 

past, that I would like to see you & have a long conversation. I write to 

know if you will be in Springfield next Wednesday week— Sept. 4th— if 

so— at 10 o’clock in the morning, you will find me at the St. Nicholas Hotel 

^please mention this xnsit to S, to no one — It is a most sacred one as you 

may suppose to visit the tomb which contains my All in life— my husband. 

You wfll excuse me, enclosing you this sentence of yours & asking its 

meaning. With the remembrance of years of very very great domestic 

happiness with my darling husband & children— my sons & myself fail to 

unders^d your meaning— will you be pleased to explain. If it will not be 

convenient to you— or if business at the time specified should require yr. 

absence— should you visit Chicago any day this week, I will be pleased to 
see you. ^ 

Further correspondence indicates that the meeting took place. 
On October 1, 1866, Robert Lincoln told Herndon: 1 spoke to my 
mother . . . and she says she had a talk with you on the subje<i 


49 



THE LINCOLN PAPERS 


when at Springfield and that her letters are of too private a nature 
to go out of her hands.” 

Between the two men explanation continued to be required anH 
given, along with conciliatory reassurances and promises of cor- 
rected impressions. On December 13, 1866, Robert wrote to Hem- 
don again: 


Your letter of Dec. 10 is received and it contains just what 1 understood 
to be the result of our conversation at Springfield. 

As I said then, 1 have never had any doubt of your good intentioDS but 
inasmuch as the construction put upon your language by everyone who 
has mentioned the subject to me was so entirely difierent from your own, 
I felt justified in asldng you to change your expression. Beyond this, 1 do 
not wish, nor have I any right, to go. Your opinion may not agree widi 
nninp but that is not my affair. All I ask is diat nothing may be published 
by you, which after careful consideration will seem apt to cause pain to 
my f ather s family, w'hich I am sure you do not wish to do. 


The following day he wrote again; this time to ask for a certain 
book on w^estera history, formerly owned by his father, which he 
wished to present to an old friend Dr, Smith, who was Aen Consul 
at Dundee in Scotland. He remembered having seen it a year before, 
shelved in a case on the soudi side of the office. He asked that it 


wra 


larked 


free; it would need no postage. 

It w'as not forthcoming. When Robert Lincoln wrote to Herndon 
on Christmas Eve there were signs that a permanent break would 
not be longed delayed: 


I should have acknowledged your letter sooner but I have heenwiy 
much engaged. I am sorry about the book but onty because om dd friend 
Dr. Smith will be disappointed. In answer to your que^on I haw t^y 
that I do not know of Dr. Smith’s ha%ing “converted niy faffier fr^ 
“Unitarian” to “Trinitarian” belief, nor do I know that he held any de- 
cided xie^^ on the subject as I never heard him speak of it. 

I infer from your letter, but I hope it is not so, that it is your pur^ to 

make some considerable mention of my mother m y^ ^ 
it is not so, because in the first place it would not ^ pleasad fm to rn 

for any w’oman to be made public prope^ of in that wmy i _ 
t is yerv different, for he fives out in the world and is used to bemg 
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talked of-One of the unpleasantest consequences of political success is 
flia f- however little it may have to do with tibat success, his whole private 
life is e^osed to the public gaze — that is part of the price he pays. But I 
see no reason why his wife and children should be included— especially 
while they are alive— I think no sensible man would live in a glass house, 
and I think he ought not to be compelled to do so against his will. I feel 
very keenly on this subject, for the annoyance I am subjected to some- 
times is nearly intolerable. I hope you will consider this matter carefully, 
my dear Mr. Herndon, for once done there is no imdoing. 

This unequivocal position and the insistence upon the inviolabil- 
ity of the living spurred Herndon to an instant response, and on the 
twenty-seventh Robert wrote to him again; 

Your letter of yesterday is at hand and I am very glad to find that I 
misunderstood your language, and that you do understand my feelings on 
that subject. There is no need of saying anything more about it. 

Dr. Smith did not say the book was hts^merely that my father had 
once loaned it to him and that he desired very much to possess it. You did 
all right about it of course. I can doubtless hunt up some thin g that will 
please the Dr. quite as well. 


The final rupture of relations (so far as the contents of the Hem- 
don Papers disclose ) was not marked by any blinding flash of corre- 
spondence, but the Lincolns became convinced of Herndon s evil 


genius for what they could only interpret as denigration and outright 
perfidy, and wrote him off their books with a loathing as munificent 
as the loathing he, in turn, lavished upon them. It was complete and 
irreparable. 


At about this time Colonel Nicolay and Colonel Hay were begin- 
ning to think about the writing of their biography of Abral^on 
Lincoln. They had planned it in their White House days. John Hay 
had kept a most engaging diary, and John Nicolay had carefully 
compiled extensive memoranda of historic transactions. The Presi- 
dent hiinself had promised his help, and they had probably made 
dreir intentions known to Robert Lincoln. Now others, such as Henry 
Villard, their old fnend from the New York Harold, and the pictur- 
esque James R. Gilmore, who, as “Edmund Kirke,” so frequently 
interested himself in the promotion of new and elaborate magazines, 
were urging them to set about it 
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letomed fiom Europe, announoed his "faiewdi to 
md cm March 5, seated m New York’s Astor Houses 
the course of a bri^ note to Consol Nioolay: 


Nobody talks turkey as distinctly as we could wish in velatjaa to 
Lincoln book. They say the market is glutted, etc. Hiat wiH be after 
1 fear, a labor of love that we will do whmi we get rich and Idle* 
Arnold is to publish the works of Lincoln—at least so Colfax 


at the request of the family. That dishes our chances at the papms. I wfll 
see Bob at Chicago. 


He followed this up two weeks later from his home in Warsaw, 
inois: 


Nobo<h^ is keen for our book. We will have to write it and pahBdi £1 
on our own hook some day when we can afford. You had better net come 
home till you are kicked out, and our cra 2 ^ ficirads in the Senate have 
le^skted all the dead-beats now in office, into an ^emity of bread and 
butter. . . . 

Arnold is makin g a collection of Lincoln’s letters & speeches &C., hut on 
hig own hook. Bob encourages it but wiH not give niin the kqf to die 
boxes. He will keep them for the present & stiH hopes for our as s is ta nc e in 
classifying them. He has commenced practice in partn^di^ with Scam- 
mon s son— with br illian t prospects. Mrs. Lincoln was wdh-was estremdy 
kind— insisted on my moving my traps to her house. I could not as I onqr 

remained one day. 


In mid-September an ardent Lincolnian and English dergyman, 
the Rev. Mr. Newman Hall, toured the United States, and later set 
down his impressions in The Broadway^ A London Magazine, In 
Chicago he went to see Robert Lincoln. Part of his interview is 

reproduced: 

Sneaking of the memorials sent firmn En^d m Ae deaA <rf 
his fafherh^aid Ae famity preserved Amn all; and that Aae were 
more from Great Britain than from his own oountiy. I aAed ^ if it was 
mie Aat Ae Queen had written to his moACT. He 
lett„ olfour We b.™ oto e^te 

Aougb it would be greatly to the honor of Ae Q^ if « 

kntnro: but it was SO evidently Ae unrestrained ou^poumig of sympathy 
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from a full heart, 4at we felt it would be a violation of propriety to 
publish it, at least during the life of the writer.” 

Here again is that same respect for the privacy of the living, and 
here also is a presumption that the letter was spontaneously and 
personally inspired* ^Vhat Robert Lincoln did not know was this: 
It had been intended for publicity. Mr. Goldwin Smith, of Oxford, 
whom the Queen considered “a great democrat,” had said in a letter 
to Dean A. P. Stanley, April 27, 1865: 

The murder of the President who was the ministry not only of clemency 
at home, but of moderation abroad, so greatly increases the danger to the 
peace of the world from that quarter, that I feel it almost a duty to let 
you know how much good might be done, and how much evil might be 
averted, by a personal expression of sympathy from the Queen. 

At the same moment the Foreign Office got busy. Witness this: 

Lord Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty: it has been 
suggested by Lord Crartville and Lord C&rendon, that a very good effect 
would be produced in conciliating the feelings of the United States, if 
your Maje^y would deign to write to Mrs* Lincoln privately, condoling 
with her on her bereavement by so cruel a crime. Lord Russell concurs in 
this suggestion. 

Two days later the Queen, at Osborne, had recorded in her 
journal: 

Wrote to Mrs. Lincoln (widow of President Lincoln), which was much 
wished, and was quite touched by a letter from Mr. Goldwin Smith , . . 
who was so amdous that I should write, saying it would do more good 
than anything dse, as I was so much respected in the United States. Told 
General Grey [private secretary to Her Majesty] what to write in answer, 
how I felt unworthy of this high opinion of me, but that it was worth 
struggling on in this wretched life, if I could be of use, could preserve 
peace and pour balm into wounded hearts* That these many sad and 
sbi^g events ^d convinced me more and more of the utter nothingness 
ot this world, of the terrible uncertainty of all earthly happiness, and of 
the utter v^ty of all eardily greatness* That virtue, honesty, fearlessness, 
trutt^ unselfishn ess, and love were the only things truly great and eter nal 
whether in high or low. That we were alike before QoS, and that, while 
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difference of position and rank was necessary and must be supported, one 
could not be sufficiently loving, kind, and considerate to those beneath 
one. I felt this strongly, and that sorrow levelled all distinctions. I would 
as soon clasp the poorest widow in the land to my heart, if she had truly 
loved her husband and felt for me, as I would a Queen or any other in 
high position. I would as soon grasp the hand of the humblest peasant who 
felt for or with me, as that of the Idghest of Princes. General Grey seemed 
pleased with what I said, but it really comes from my heart! Such a feel- 
ing of humility comes over me, such a wish to forgive any wrong, and a 
try to make all good. 

She was recalling her screed to Professor Smith, but the Widow 
of Windsor had addressed to Mary Lincoln a very moving letter, 
filled with underscorings and written on her best mourning sta- 
tionery. It was expected that it would have a healing influence on the 
American heart, but the people never had a chance to submit to the 
cure until 1927, when Mrs. Robert Lincoln presented it to the Li- 
brary' of Congress, The Queen had done her best and the Presidents 
son had proved his gallantry. 

In the months which followed the Rev. Mr. Halls invitation to 
breakfast, Robert Lincoln, with that constancy which distinguished 
him, pursued his career at the bar. From his father he had inherited 
thirt)'-sLx thousand dollars, he had a growing practice, and on Thurs- 
day, September 24, 1868, he was married to Mary Harlan with whom 
he had danced at the Second Inaugural Ball. Bishop Simpson of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church performed the ceremony, and the be- 
whiskered Gideon Welles, at whose Washington home Robert had 
stayed while conducting his courtship, was favorably impressed with 

his “deportment and d^racter.” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


My Particular Friend 


A ABRAHAM LmOOUg JgHO, UKE MOOT OF HIS XNTEMAIRS, GAINED HEM 

L by bis middle name;> referred to Ward HiD Lamon as **my 
partieidar' fidend/* Bom Winchester^ Virginia, January 6, 1828, 
Lemion began the study of medicine at seventeen, soon abandoned 
ii^ and two y^rs later went West After attending lectures at the 
liOuisville l^aw School he was admitted to the Kentucl^ bar in 
March 1850, to the bar of Illinois in January 1851, and quickly began 
practioe in Danville wb^e his office, above a saloon, &mted a budd- 
ing principaBy devoted to the simple pleasures of bawdry. 

A ^sty, bcHSterous, roystering, impulsive but by no means un- 
I^med mai 4 ahnost as t^ as Mr. Lincoln bimseli^ with an Irish- 
ixmsjLs love of a brawl, and a fine, fuU,^ confident voio^ he possessed 
a gift vddch he cultivated into a habit for getting into good graces, 
ftenzied situatiiiEi^ and hot water. He once had a trick monkey and 
mmi that ^penenoe may have come upon the surest of stir- 

^ up the species, Hrom 1852 untfl 1857, when Lamon became 
prosecuting attorney, he and linoGln were in partnership, ooncen- 

attentioii on VermiliQii 0>un^ and the end of 




l^on had 
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Circuit. Da\id Davis thought of him as “one of the dearest hiends 
I have in the world. He may have faults and few of us are without 
them, but he is as true as steel, honorable, high-minded, and never 
did a mean thing in his hfe.” 

Through the 1860 campaign Lamon labored with eflEective endiusi- 
asm for the Republican cause, and had been one of the President- 
elect’s suite on the journey to Washington. When, at Philadelphia, 
it was decided that Mr. Lincoln should leave the party and enter 
the capital secretly, Colonel Lamon was selected as his bodyguard, 
and “wore that night two ordinary pistols, two derringers, and two 
large knives.” 

President Lincoln had appointed him marshal of the District of 
Columbia— a capacity in which he acted as Chief of Protocol at 
White House functions, keeper of die city jail, and principal guar- 


dian of the executive person. His facility for scrapes did not desert 


him; he enraged the populace by his strict enforcement of die fugi- 
tive slave laws, brought down the wrath of Congress for ordering 


two regiments, which he called Lamon’s brigade, brought to Wash- 
ington without authority; on, or on the ivay to the field of Antietam 
he sang to Mr. Lincoln “Picayune Ruder” ; and, following the funeral 
of Mr. Lincoln, he was roundly criticized for having permitted 


Southern sxinpathizers to serve as assistant marshak in the proces- 
sion. As early as 1862 he had tried to escape the embarrassments and 
ingratitudes of office by submitting his resignation, but Mr. Lincoln, 
who delighted in bis compamonship, had persuaded him to stidc it 
out. Following his great friend’s death. Colonel Lamon remained at 
his post for a few w'eeks, and then, on Jime 8, 1863, filed notice of his 
wish to withdraw from government. Mr. Seward, in behalf of An- 
drew Johnson, regretfully accepted his final resignation, pointed out 
that “since his ad\ ent here” the new President “has heard from those 
xvell qualified to speak of your unwavering loyalty and of your con- 
stant personal fidelity to the late President.” By way of conclurion he 
expressed the hope that Colonel Lamon’s “reputation of a faithful 
and fearless pubhc officer” would gain for him in any new occupation 
^,■hich he might undertake the “same reputation and the same sue- 


cess .” -\nd that was that. i c r 

Lamon became a junior partner in the Washington law firm ot 
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Jeremiah Sullivan Black, “defender of the Constitution and the Ten 
Commandments,” whom David Davis considered “the most magnifi- 
cent orator at the American bar.” Lamon shared the judge’s admira- 
tion and presented his senior with a silver tobacco box engraved 
with the words: “An honest man is the noblest work of God.” 

For Lamon, the alliance must have been altogether advantageous, 
for “Jere” Black was a man of great e min ence and must have had 
a lucrative practice. But what gave singularity to the combination 
was the fact that Lamon, the friend of Lincoln, had associated him- 
self congenially with “Old Buck’s” wig-wearing, arch-apologist. At- 
torney General and Secretary of State. What should have been a 
collision turned out to be a happy union. Just what it betokened 
on Black’s part is difiBcuIt to explain. He was already by instinct and 
acclaim the exegete extraordinary of what he considered fraud- 
ulently maligned and grossly misunderstood Buchananism. It fol- 
lowed that his distaste for the late and inelegant master of the White 
House was profound and severe. 

But this lion-and-lamb tableau did not exhaust Colonel Lamon’s 
exhibits of the bizarre. Perhaps the abuses he had suffered had 
dulled his fervor and his wits; perhaps there was a momentary 
dunmution of his loyalties; perhaps government employment had 
rendered him obtuse; perhaps for judgment and perspective he had 
leaned too heavily on Mr. Lincoln. Certainly he was not a vicious 
man. Perhaps he sought guarantees of detachment and objectivity. 
The causes are confounded, but there was integrity in his intention. 
He proposed to produce a biography of Mr. Lincoln, relaxing the 
rigid figure of the sentimentalists into the reality which it required. 
Contrary to popular belief Mr. Lincoln had been human, and it had 
been his ma nkin dliness which made him great. It would be a sympa- 
thetic and strictly honest rendering. Nfotive and purpose thus were 
excellent, but the means of accomplishment were startling. 

Now Colonel Lamon knew how to write. In the eighteenth cen- 
tury he might have distinguished himself as a pamphleteer; his style 
was forceful, pungent, clear, but instead of doing the work himself 
he diverted that responsibility to Black’s son, Chauncey For^vard 
Black,^ an energetic young man of some abilities, saturated with his 
athers prejudices and psychologically but perhaps unconsciously 
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disqualified for the assignment On December 10, 1869, they signed 
a memorandum of agreement These were the provisions: 

It is proposed by the parties to prepare and publidi a just full, and 
impartial biography of Abraham Lincoln, out of the best authentic ma- 
terials that can be obtained. 

Lamon agrees to furnish papers purchased by him from W. H. Hem- 
don and to get at his onvti expense all the other dcxniments and papers 
which may be found within his possible reach, and have them properly 
verified. 

C. F. Black agrees to write the test of the book and arrange the ma- 
terials for publication, and generally to perform the duties of an editor, 
as well as to furnish such material as may be possessed or obtainable by 
him. 

In consideration of the premises the parties herein named wfil be joint 
proprietors of the book, equally entitled to the copyright, and to an even 
share of any profits which may be made by publication. 

The w'oric is to be done without delay and the publication to be made 
as rapidly as may be consistent %vi4 the joint mter^ hwein provided 
for. Copyright shall be secured in the names of both parties or of such 
third partj^ as may be designated by them. Lamon s n a m e is to appear on 
the title oaee as the sole audior of the book, unless otherwise agreed 

Upon hereafter. 

Lamon shall have a right to suppress names or facts found in the dora- 
ments furnished by binri w'henever he is bound to do so by any promise 
he has heretofore made expressly or impliedly. As to other facte and the 
names by w hich they are verified it is agreed that a free but judicious 
use shall be made of them to die end that the interest and value of the 
book shall be increased. In cases where the judgment of the diffw 

concerning the omission or insertion of anything the question shaU be 
mitted to J. S. Black and David Davis whose advice on the subject maU 

be followed. 

Here were all the ingredients of a bibliographical monstrosity. 
A book was to be produced, based upon the materials of one man 
whose own personality in the view of the public (which included 
many of the well-informed) was inseparably and inextricably ct- 
tangled with Aem; they would be wanned into an ordered story by 
a second man to whom the subject was personally repu^t; and 
a third man, known as an intimate and confidant, would, ovct hte 
owm name, xvith a natural expectation of devotion, issue the vican- 

ous result. 
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The Herndon papers were principally concerned with Mn Lin- 
coln's background and his pre-presidential history. If the biography 
were to be complete, Colonel Lamon would be obliged to satisfy his 
undertaking to procure at his own expense all the other documents 
and papers which might be available. Some, perhaps, he aheady 
possessed, but these were probably limited to his own exchanges 
of correspondence with Mr* Lincoln and his coadjutors. How did 
he propose to get the other necessary sources? Did he appeal to 
Robert Lincoln, and, if he did, was he rebuffed? The answers to 
these questions are important but they are not presently forthcom- 
ing, Because of them, however, the following letter written by Judge 
Black, from York, Pennsylvania, to David Davis July 9, 1870, is par- 
ticularly interesting: 

You are aware that Lamon is engaged in a life of Uncoln — ^I believe he 
does conscientiously desire to give the exact truth and that he will not 
allow himself to be swerved from a perfectly candid statement by any 
consideration except it be his personal affection for the man. That may 
induce him to color his narrative more than he himself thinks. The ma- 
terials are very copious, for which he paid a high price and I think they 
are perfectly veracious— making allowance for the enthusiastic admiration 
of the witnesses. I believe he knows nothing and cares nothing for the 
estimate which L s enemies put on his character. But his best and wannest 
friends do not conceal the grossness of some incidents in his life. It can 
hardly be denied that the tone of his mind— the thoughts and habits of his 
daily walk and conversation were lower than those of a beau ideal Presi- 
dent, He certainly does not compare well with the refined and highly 
cultivated gentlemen (fifteen in number) who preceded him in the execu- 
tive chair. He also lacked that lofty scorn of fraud and knavery which is 
inseparable from true greatness. He was not bad himself but he tolerated 
the evil committed by others when it did not suit him to resist it. I have 
told Lamon that he ought not to be an advocate nor even a judge upon 
any question which is open to dispute. He must content himself in per- 
forming the humbler function of a mere assessor for the great tribunal 
of public opinion and like an Auditor or Master in Chancery report the 
facts to the court where they can be discussed and decided upon as justice 
shall require. I think if he adopts this view of his duty he ^^ill make a book 
which the world will give him some credit for— and it will do good— But in 
order to make a just and full report he should have some evidence which 
you can furnish him. What he considers more valuable as well as more 
creditable to Mr. Lincoln than anything else are his own written state- 
ments of facts, opinions, &c. Much of this kind of material he has and you 
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have much under your controL Will you give it to him? Mr. T-in«vJn 
kept memoranda of events as they occurred and a record probably of 
his thoughts and feelings and intentions concerning the most important 
acts or his admimstratioii and you can get these and many other thmgg 
that be of great value to Lamon s enterprise. I am qmte well aware 
that those papers may contain much that is not proper for public infor> 
matioD. Of course you can dictate what shall be used and what sup- 
^essed. But let Lamon see and examine them that at least his views of 
the subjects he writes about shall be corrected where they are erroneous. 
In other words 1 will guarantee that no use shall be made of diem which 
you don’t approve. Perhaps I take more interest in this business than you 
would expect; for I have seen enough of die work to raise the w riting and 
the subject very much in my estimation. I hope you will answa ttiig anH 
say candidly what you think you ought to do. 


In all the vast literature of eflErontery this letter is without paraSeL 
It pulls no punches. Mr. Lincoln was a vulgarian and complacent 
boor; the lowest specimen ever to outrage the presidential ofiBoe. 
Black’s conception of the purpose of the biography was not delinea> 
tion but destruction. So long as he bad anytiung to do with its 
preparation no break would be given Fadiei Abraham. The best 
light would be the worst possible bgbt. And yet it is an appeal It 
asks for favors. Making every allowance for Judge Black's candor 
and eccentricity, one wonders how he dared to write it Or had 
David Davis, in die course of their acquaintance, betrayed his own 
poor opinion of Mr. Lincoln? How would Davis respond? Would 
he courageously defend the memory of the man to whose mantle 
he so urgently aspired? His answer was written from Bloomington 

on August 19: 


Your letter of the 10th inst [sic], only received a day or two ago 
caused me both pleasure and pain. I was exceedingly gratified to feam 
that Mr. Lamon s work met your approval, for I have every confidence 
in your judgment. You are well aware, both on acct. of my attachment 
to the dead & the living, diat no one can rejoice more than I at the suc^ 
of the work, and whatever I can or ought to do towards making it a 
success, I will do most cheerfuUy.-But I am powerless in the matte 
whereof you speak, and it pains me that you misunderstand my relat^ 
to Mr. Lincoln’s private papers, which you think I contrd and Mve ^ 
clined to eive CoL Lamon. It is true the papers are in tiie vault ot the 
National Bank in diis place, & would not be delivered up without my 
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order, but if Robert Lincob and his mother demand them, how could I 
refuse to surrender them? 

If Mr. Lincoln had made a will & confided his private papers to my 
care, of course I could retain them— But this was not the case-I adminis- 
tered on his personal effects-at the request of his wife who had the right 
of adininistration-& this is the only legal connection I ha\'e had with this 
estate-When, at the time of his death, I gathered up his notes and securi- 
ties, I suggested to Robert that his fathers private papers, which con- 
cerned his public career should be securely boxed & sealed & sent to me 
at this place.— This suggestion met his approbation & the other friends of 
Mr. L., & Mr. Stanton undertook to have them transported here— Robert 
and the Secretaries attending to the boxing of them, and it w as the under- 
standing at the time, that at a future day, when the secretaries could be 
present, and some of Mr. Lincoln s particular friends, the papers should 
be examined and arranged with a view to preserve those of any value & 
destroy the remainder— This has never been done though I brought the 
matter to Mrs. Lincoln's notice before she left the countr)% & to Robert 
since— My object in having the papers removed here was principally to 
get them fr [om] Washington— & to give advice when they were examined 
as to what should be done with them— I never dreamed that I had any 
right to control them, without the fuU assent of the v^ife & son— I did not 
want some persons to get hold of them and considered a great point 
gained when I got them here— All this I thought Col. Lamon fully under- 
stood— The Joimial he speaks of is doubtless in the boxes, but I have no 
knowledge on the subject, for I did not superintend the packing of the 
boxes, & am literally in ignorance of their contents— 

You will readily see, my Dear Sir, that I have no authority to break 
the seal without the permission of Mr. Lincoln s heirs— If Col, L. wishes 
me to see Robert Lincoln again on the subject, I will do so, or I wiU send 
him your letter, or what w^ould probably be better, send it to Mr. Sw ett 
with a request that he communicate with him. 

I know nothing personally of his reasons for withholding the desired 
paper, but I can readily imagine what they are-Mr. Herndon has 
troubled the family greatly, by his indiscreet letters & publications, and 
they judge the character of the papers gathered by Mr. Herndon w'hich 
are not published & in Mr. Lamon^s hands, by the pieces which hav'e 
been communicated to the newspapers — They have never seen these ma- 
terials, and cannot be blamed for judging of them harshly, for all the 
intimate friends of Mr, Li n coln in Illinois have been pained by Mr. 

Herndon s Lectures & letters to the press, on the life & character of Mr 
Lincoln— 


This motive which I ascribe to Robert, for his reluctance to >16^ to 

Mr. Lamon s request, is mere conjecture, but it has struck me as being the 
true one— ^ 
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I suppose Col. Lamon’s work is in two vohunes-if the 1st voL saritfiAg 
the family, it wd. seem to me that diere wd. be no difficulty in procuring 

the Jovumal’ for the second, and I suppose it will not be needed to com- 
plete the first— 

I have written hastily, & in the midst of interruptions but I trust I have 
made my position dear to you & I need not say that this letter is confi- 
dential, though of course I have no objection to the communication of its 
contents to CoL T jimo n 

Your friend 
David Davis 


This is a curious document There is in it no natural scorn for the 
proposal to expose “the grossness of some inddents” in Mr. Lincoln’s 
life; it is devoid of anger and resentment and repudiation. Instead, 
Da%is promises collaboration to die limit of his abilities. But it is 
most Normative. He makes known the fact that the papers remain 
unopened in the vault of the National Bank of Bloomington; and 
repeats the substance of the plans for their examination as outlined 
by Robert T .inmln to Professor Child five years before. He suggests 
that Leonard Swett, one of Mr. Lincolns most intimate friends, has 
been selected to share with him die duty of advising Robert Lincoln 
on the disposition of the papers. He chides Herndon for his public 
utterances, but only obliquely extends that criticism to Colonel 
Lamon. He counsels patience. He infers that Colonel Lamon has 
previously sought access to the collection both throng him md 
through Robert Lincoln and that he has been denied. But ostensibly 
frank and disingenuous as he is, he adds to the growing cohjmn erf 
still-unanswered questions by such statements as diese: 


My object in having the papers removed hare was princqially 

tiicni fr [oinl W ashinrtOD* _ « 

I did not want some persons to get hold of diem and considered 

point gained when I got them here. 


\Vhv had he been so anxious for dieir speedy evacuation ficoin the 

capital? ^^1lO were the persons who might have go* ® 
and what would have been the dangers if they had? H he ^ Jter- 
allv in ignorance" of the contents of the pa^s, and if J^d no 
knowledge ” what were the reasons and why the satisfaction for 

their de^^t in Bloomington? It would be helpful to know. 
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Without the Lincoln papers, Chauncey Black worked steadily on 
the manuscript of what Paul M. Angle has called the first . . . 
challenge to the fiho-pietistic school” of Lincoln biography, and 
Judge Davis became a candidate for the presidential nomination. 
T .amnn^ meanwhile, was boasting of the explosive character of “his” 
book. The judge s managers became alarmed lest the public should 
assume his agreement with any thin g Lamon might say. Lawrence 
Weldon, in a letter to Lamon marked “Personal-Private and Confi- 
dential,” dated May 7, 1871, mged him to delay publication “until 
in the progress of events” it should be determined how the judge 
stood in relation to the presidential contest. 

In Jime Samuel C. Parks wrote: 

I am really very anxious that you should not publish your life of Mr. 
Lincoln or if you do publish it that you should delay it for a few months 
or years. I am sure that it will injure you & some of your friends if pub- 
lished now. It is too soon after Mr. Lincoln’s death if for no other reason. 
But unless I am greatly misinformed there are things in the book that will 
make it very offensive to very many people of this Country. And they will 
believe that some of your nearest and dearest friends are partly respon- 
sible for its publication— that you would not have published it without 
showing it to them & that they acquiesced in its pimlication if they did 
not advise it. You can never make the world believe that our mutual 
friend, Judge Davis, did not know the contents of your history & that you 
would not have published it if he had advised you not to do so. . . . 

They will be very likely to consider you the maker and him the endorser 
of the book— & everything in it. 

Colonel Lamon s position was unenviablej the judge was exceed- 
ingly uneasy; Chauncey Black was obstinate in his determination to 
disseminate his shocking revelations to the world. On September 
20 James R. Osgood and Company, of Boston, signed a contract for 
Its publication, the manuscript, with the exception of the last chap- 
ter, was delivered and set in type, and as proofs were pulled, John 
Spencer Clark, a member of the Osgood firm, who from the begin- 
ning had objected to a life of Mr. Lincoln being prepared imder 
^ apparently hostile influences,” became gravely concerned 
They showed,” he recalled in 1910, “a lack of appreciation of the 
finer qualities of Mr. Lincoln’s nature, and a disposition to keep the 
rougher, coarser aspects of his pioneer life prominent,” and when 
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he reached Chapter XV, “purporting to give a brief history of the 
Kansas struggle,” he “saw well-known historic facts perverted to 
shield the pro-slavery democratic part)\” He protested and “after 
considerable discussion and the exhibition of much feeling on the 
part of Black, Colonel Lamon fully sustained” the publisher, and 
the text was altered. This experience made Clark “suspicious of 
Black’s good faith, and when the proofs of the chapter pretending 
to give a historic record of the very memorable period between 
Mr. Lincoln’s election and his inauguration came, it was only too 
evident that justice to Mr. Lincoln during this critical period was 
sacrificed to an efiort to extenuate if not excuse the shambling policy 
of the Buchanan a dminis tration.” Accordingly Clark, “put the matter 
squarely before Colonel Lamon and he saw the unwisdom, if not 
the absurdity, of compro mis ing Mr. Lincoln in the slightest degree 
at this great period when in the s%virl of poUtical complications his 
was the sanest mind of all.” 


Chauncey Black was furious at the tamperings with his tract He 
quarreled with Lamon, with the publishers, and with any and 
everyone who advocated revision. But the chief objection was not 
political, but personal. Mudi was made of Mr. Lincoln’s alleged in- 
fidelity, his early romances, his predilection for obscenity. More 
than that he was coolly represented as a bastard. Neither Herndon 
nor Lamon had managed to locate the marriage bond of Thomas 
Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, and, as a matter of fact, it was not found 
until 1878. But Black had not even given the parents the benefit of 
the doubt, but had tried, on the basis of Herndon’s evidence, to 
identify another man as Mr. Lincoln’s father. John Hay, who hea^ 
that the book would contain this aspersion, circulated Mr. Lincoln s 
friends ^^^th appeals to bring their influence for omission to b^. 
David Davis could no longer appear personally indifferent, wMe 
permitting his Heutenants to seek expurgation in his interest What 
he did about it was told in a letter which Horace White wrote to 
Jesse W. Weik, of Greencastle, Indiana, February 24, 1913: 


I Nvffl give you my recollection of the con^rsation I had mill Lem^ 

in tVip vear 1872. He came into the office of the Chicago 

nf which I was then the editor & said that he & David Davis had ^d a 

Ward Lamon in reference to a chapter in the Lde 
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T .I'nrnln which he (Lamon) had been writing for a Boston publisher. The 
book was nearly ready for pubbcation & Lamon had submitted the puge 
proofs to Swett & Davis for their criticism. They found in it a chapter 
showing or arguing that Lincoln was not the son of Thomas Lincoln, his 
reputed fadier, but of some other man. In short that although born in 
wedlock, he was really illegitimate. They (S, and D.) were horrified. 
The [y] got Lamon into a room, locked the door & kept him there nearly 
a whole afternoon, trying to force him to take that chapter out of the 
book, & they succeeded &er great diflSculty. Swett did not tell me what 
proofs L. advanced to support his statement but he said they were prima 
facie strong. 


For six weeks, beginning April 4, 1872, the biography was adver- 
tised in the Publishers’ Weekly under the title “The True Life of 
Abraham Lincoln from His Birth to His Inauguration as President 
of the United States,” but when it was deposited for copyright on 
May 15, True had been omitted. At first it received some favorable 
notices, and then the loyalists went to work with reviews so savage 
and so outraged as to fill col umns with expletives and disdain. Only 
1,900 copies were sold. 

Robert Lincoln did not read it himself, but he could not close 


his ears to the unpleasant echoes. Perhaps it hardened his grim dis- 
taste for autopsy. Out of this episode there comes the suspicion, 
faint and inconclusive to be sure, but persuasive nevertheless, that 
he had been infected with distrust and abhorrence and mysteriously 

morbid fears by the political ‘lieir to the Lincoln tradition,” the 
Honorable David Davis. 


Perhaps it was because the judge had never quite understood Mr. 
Lincoln, who, the judge felt, had “had neither strong friendships 
nor e^ties.” He would think of him as “a very kind-hearted man,” 
who “disliked to do a harsh thing, and never acted from passion.” 
And yet Mr. Lincoln had never written him a line “nor asked his 
opinion on any subject since he was elected President.” This was 
die more puzzling because pending the election the judge had often 
addressed the candidate. He had, however, been discouraged into 
di^ntinuance by silence. During the war years the judge had 
often talked to the President,” and had given him “his opinions 
veiy freely,” but Mr. Lincoln “would sit with his head down and 
make no reply. It was too late now for an explanation. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Two Everlasting Angels 


l-J OLLOWING THE APPEIARANCE OF COLONEL LAMOn’s BOOK IN THE 

JL Spring of 1872, Robert Todd Lincoln, counselor and attorney 
at law, spent six months in Europe, and, upon his return to Chicago, 
formed a new partnership, this time \viA Edward S. Isham. His 
practice was good and his affairs prosperous. His brother Tad had 
died the year before, and he was now the “sole surviving child of 
Abraham Lincoln.” He had a three-year-old daughter. His mother, 
“widow of the chief magistrate of a great nation,” was manifesting 

symptoms of mental abnormahty. There was always some situation 
to prevent his attainment of serenity. 

In Washington John George Nicolay became marshal of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, an office which, if not quite 
a sinecure, was certainly less exacting than it has since become. It 
was supposed that he might now piursue his long-postponed re- 
search. In November came a letter from John Hay, dated the twenty- 
second, in which the young diplomat declared: 


I am convmced that we ought to be at work on our Lincoln, you mi^ht 
^ weU be puttog m your time coUecting material as not. I don’t think 
ffie toe for pubhcatzon has come, but the time for preparation is shp^g 
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It is probable fliat Nicolay had already begun some desultory 
spadework; once he had adjusted and accustomed to his new 

position he might take it up in earnest. What made it important to 
start was the fact that gentlemen of Mr, Lincoln’s generation either 
were dying oflE, taking their recollections with them, or they were 
themselves breaking into print and contributing to the smfeit of die 
market. Moreover, there was always the chan ce that something 

might happen to those papers which were stiU shut away in Bloom- 
ington. 

But Nicolay and Colonel Hay betrayed no sign of hurry. On the 
contrary, they prided themselves on the circumstance that “after 
the war was over, and the triumph of the national arms had received 
its pathetic and tragical consecration in the martyrdom of the Presi- 
dent, they did not take advantage of the excitement of the hour to 
throw upon the world a hasty and ill-digested compilation.” They 
were no more restive, no more impulsive, no more impetuous now. 
Theirs would be the definitive, final statement which once and for 
all would relate the Lincoln story. It would not have to be told 
again. 

As Nicolay and Colonel Hay, with their sense of mission, contem- 
plated their special qualifications, they eniimerated the following: 

. . . Both grew up in the same region with Mr. Lincoln; they were 
intim afp from boyhood with his friends and companions. Mr. Nicolay 
took charge of his correspondence before his election to die Presidenry 
... He held this position [Private Secretary] throughout Mr. Lincoln’s 
term of office, and enjoyed his closest intimacy and confidence. Mr. Hay, 
like Mr. Nicolay, accompanied the President from Springfield to Wash- 
ington, where he remained several y'ears as Assistant Secretary; he then 
entered tlie ^nny 3 S i\ssistBnt Adjntsnt GeneTdl Oif Volunteers, sn 
after a brief period of staff ser\ice w'as ordered back to Washington and 
assigned to duty as an aide-de-camp to the President where he remained 
till die war ended. One of them, and generally both, were on duty at Nfr. 
Lincoln’s side every day from 1860 to 1865; Mr. Nicolay was his official 
medium of communication with Congress and the Cabinet; both were 
continually employed by him in delicate and important missions to every 
part of the country; both stood beside him at his two inaugurations; one 

saw him die. ... ^ ^ i 

At an age when the faculties of memory and observation are at their 

best, they made frequent notes and memoranda of important events oc- 
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curling about them. The President himself was aware of their intention, 
and encouraged and assisted them in their work. Some of his most pre- 
cious manuscripts were given them by his own hand. 


But in 1873, when Nicolay at last buckled down to the serious 
business of assembling sources, their most formidable asset was the 
compliance of Robert Lincoln. In June he promised to see Judge 
Davis about the possibility of turning over his father’s papers to 
them. Nicolay, who possessed the instincts but not the training of an 
archivist, appears to have begun his work with materials in his own 
possession. On March 14, 1874, he showed Ainsworth Rand Spof- 
ford. Librarian of Congress, a “Carpetbag bundle of ‘Lincoln Papers’ 
somewhat damaged by water, preserved by Nicolay and transcribed 
by him.” It wasn’t long before there were rumors of the commence- 
ment of the enterprise. In May Herndon reported that he had heard 
“it hinted that Hay and Nickolay [sic] were writing a life of Lincob.” 
By July 17 the corpus of the Lmcob papers from Bloomington 
(there may have been a stopover m Cbcago) had been dehvered 
at the marshal s oflBce m the Capitol, but were still unopened. Then 
Mr. Nicolay undertook the gigantic task of putting them m order, 
sorting them, classifymg them, establishmg dates, relating them to 
other documents m bs keepmg, and, for him most important of all, 
devismg, on the basis of their contents, plans for a comprehensive 
treatment of the Lmcob period. Necessarily it was a one-man job, 
^d necessarily it was slow, but the tall-browed, meticulous Mr.’ 
Nicolay wm not deterred by its proportions. Only those who have 

seen the Lmcob papers can fully appreciate the difficulties wbch 
confronted him 


It was said ^terward that “all the manuscripts of whatever nature 
e on^ng to the estate of Mr. Lmcob were absolutely and unreserv- 
e y p aced m the hands of the joint authors. This statement, which 
presumably was made wiA their concurrence smce it preceded the 
bst mst^ent of Ahraham Lincob: A History,” in the pages of 

that t 

between Lamon and Black, it i, nevertheless .SSi^that SS 

were rapped and that these conditions were clearly and oerfe^^ 
nnderstood In the irst place, “the manuscripts . 
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the estate of Mr. Lincoln ” might better have been described as the 
White House files which the prospective authors had packed im- 
mediately after the President’s funeral in 1865. Robert Lincoln is 
known to have had in some of his “boxes” other manuscripts of his 
father’s which, for one reason or another, were not regarded as a 
part of the Executive Mansion collection, and probably never had 
been. In those days he seldom looked at them and may not have 
known precisely what he had. They may have been gathered up 
with other family belongings in the living quarters, when the Lin- 
colns left Washington. 

In the second place, it is evident that Robert Lincoln eidier re- 
quired or was granted the right to edit, amend, or cancel any use 
of the papers which he disapproved. His decision in such instances 

woiild be final. 

In the third place, it seems likely that Robert Lincoln had been 
induced to surrender the papers because Associate Justice David 
Davis would be on hand to consxdt with the marshal of the Supreme 
Court on fragile problems of inclusion or exclusion, and to act as 
Abraham Lincoln’s literary executor and keeper of the privy seal 


of confidence. 

Finally, it is necessary to understand that the “gleaning out,” 
which Robert Lincoln had promised himself, had not yet taken 
place. Actually, aside from the cursory glimpses he may have had 
of some of them, in die casual course of assisting in their bundling 
nearly a decade before, it is improbable that he had more than the 
faintest glimmerings of what they were. To him tiiey were tragic 

mementoes, laden with disturbance and distress. 

On the other hand, he could depend completely on the discretion, 

conscience, and earnest purpose of these old friends. The loyalty 
they had brilhantly demonstrated to his father had now been trans- 
ferred to him. Both were competent writers, and Colonel Hay was 
an accompUshed stylist. Their good faith was unquestioned; ji^ as 
they would do nothing to taint his father s fame, so they would 
libiately neyer displease him. In other words, the papers would be 
safe in their custody. More than that, he could insist that their wwk 
satisfy him. It was high time for an authorized yersion, an 

would be it. 
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But if Robert Lincoln insisted on concessions to himself, he did 
not grudge some to his associates. Their work would be exhaustive, 
complicated, sometimes onerous, often dull. They would devote 
years of their lives to its accomplishment. In return for their sacri- 
fice, he was willing to allow them all of the compensations for their 
labor. They would be the only licensed transmitters of the Lincoln 
era. Beyond their rights as authors to their literary property he gave 
them the freehold of his fathers record. It was a monopoly which 


he felt they eminently deserved. 

In April 1875 Robert’s mother returned from Florida, pathetically 
but dangerously insane. It was obvious that she must be committed 
to an institution. After a conference with her cousin and Major 
Stuart, of Springfield, and Judge Davis, of the Supreme Couurt, 
Robert Lincoln filed charges. The case was heard May 19, with 
Leonard Swett, who had not so long ago prevailed on Colonel 
Lamon to alter the text of “his” biography, and Isaac N. Arnold, who 
once had sought access to the Lincoln papers, among the counseL 
Robert Lincoln told the court: 


I do not regard it safe to allow her to remain longer unrestrained. . . . 
She has no home, and does not visit my house because of a misunder- 
standing with my wife. She has always been kind to me. She has been of 
unsound mind since the death of her husband, and has been irresponsible 
for the last ten years. I regard her as eccentric and unmanageable. 

The jury’ s verdict delared her insane and “a fit person to be sent 
to the State Hospital,” adding that her disease was of unknown 
duration and unknown cause, that it was not hereditary, that- she 
was not subject to epilepsy, that there was no evidence of homi- 
cidal or suicidal tendencies, and that she was not a pauper. Robert 
Lincoln was appointed conservator to manage and control her estate. 
For him it was a harrowing experience, not only because of his 
natural emotions and sorrow, but also because of the publicity 
which unavoidably attended the proceedings. More than ever he 
longed to opaque the walls of his house. Then, on the following 
day, while awaiting removal to a private asylum, Mrs. Lincoln man- 
aged to elude her attendants and attempted to poison herself. Fortu- 
nately the druggist who sold her a concoction labeled “laudanum and 
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camphor” had been warned of her condition and possible purpose, 
and handed her a harmless mixture. She was seen to drink it, and 
returned a few minutes later for more. Again she swallowed th e 
innocuous flmd. Robert, who had been summoned, arrived on the 
scene almost immediately afterward and took her in diarge. She 
was placed in a private car, under the care of her physicians, and 
sent to the Bellevue Place Sanatorium, in Batavia, Illinois. But the 
story got into the newspapers and Robert Lincoln, with the in5rtinrts 
of a recluse and the destiny of an exhibitionist, felt incurably 
afflicted bv the piying press. He probably concurred with the doc- 
tors, who held that part of his mothers trouble was attributable 
to Herndon s lectures. 


The Uvo yoimg men went ahead with their plans. In June Nicolay 
was in Springfield, interviewing and taking notes. On the seven- 
teenth he spent two hours talking to Senator Browning and writing 
memoranda of the information he obtained. By autumn enough 


material had been assembled to justify the first attempts at writing. 
Nicolay on November 16 wrote to Colonel Hay who had married 
and settled in Cleveland: “I send you today by eq>ress tiie first 
installment of material.” On December 4 Colonel Hay acknowledged 
its receipt, promising to ^'go seriously to work upon it. He hoped 
“to make considerable progress by next spring.” One of Colonel 
Hay s biographers, William Roscoe Thayer, has described their 

method of work: 


Being marshal of the United States Supreme Court from 1872 to 1M7, 
Nicolay resided in Washington where he was near the offidri ar^ves. 
His library was the central storehouse of material; but Hay collected also, 
and, as the work went on, he bought many manuscripts md doc^ente 
and rare books for their joint use. Nicolay blocked out the schedute o 
chapters, which they then discussed together, and, ^er commg to a 

decLon, each chose the topics he preferred As f^ as these 

they pSsed to the other partner, for criticism, tnmmmg, venficahon, and 

additions. 


The hbrary of Civil War literature which Nicolay tormea m ma 

B Street home, facing the Capitol, was notably 

ancillary material he had access to the Library of Congress, a block 
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across the plaza. Moreover, in addition to the Lincoln papers he 
sought and obtained “the private . . . correspondence of most of 
Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet,” while ‘leading statesmen and generals of the 
time . . . afforded . . . every possible assistance in the elucidation 
of difficult points.” The practice of exchanging drafts, of rewriting 
each other’s chapters, of amending, correcting, and canceling suc- 
ceeded in the object of imiformity but sterilized the individuality of 
the contributors; so much so, in fact, that when the work was com- 
pleted the publisher would ask Colonel Hay: “Have we your permis- 
sion if it be thought best to let the newspapermen know what parts 


are from your pen and what are Mr. Nicolay’sr 
Progress was discouragingly slow. Colonel Hay went industri- 
ously to work” in the winter of 1875-76, “got a fine start” on his 
material, and “commenced putting it in shape.” He had “even \vrit- 
ten a few pages,” when he was “struck with partial blindness.” He 
had a long and tedious convalescence. The duties of marshal in- 
truded upon Nicolay’s productivity. In August 1877 Colonel Hay re- 
ported to his colleague: “If nothing happens adversely, we can have 
Lincoln inaugurated by the fourth of March 1878. 1 have been very 
hard at work for a month or so, and sat down some weeks ago to 


writing. I have written from nine to ten thousand words ( that is the 


only way of stating it) and have brought up to 1830.” On St. Valen- 
tine’s Day in 1878 Colonel Hay notified Robert Lincoln: 

... I have been spending a fortnight in Washington with Nicolay and 
am very much gratified at the work he has done in arranging your papers 
and in preparing for our history. Besides putting the MS. in admirable 
order, he has made a first-rate beginning at the chapters allotted to him. 
I also have had pretty good luck during the last season and we now con- 
rider the big job well begun. It will take a long time yet, but we are in no 
hurry and I presume you are not. We have made such arrangements that 
in case either of Nicolay s death or mine your property is safe and the 
work as far as done is available for the survivor. 


In January 1879 he told Nicolay that he had “made considerable 
progress, had almost got to the Shields duel time,” and asked for 
“any^original matter not included in the Lamon book.” By March he 
had “written ... in all, over 50,000 words.” In that year his literarv 
work was retarded by his appointment as Assistant Secretary of 
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State. He discharged die duties of that office until the end of the 
Hayes administration, and represented die United States at the In- 
ternational Sanitary Conference, of which he was elected president 

the urgent solicitations of Garfield and Blaine to re- 
main in public life, he retired to devote himself to the life of Lincoln. 

But the silent partner came to Washington in 188L when James 
A. Garfield, President of the United States, “reposing special trust 
and confidence in the Patriotism, Integrity, and Abilities of Robert 
T. Lincoln, of Illinois,” nominated and appointed him Secretary of 


Then, despite 


War. It was a popular move. 

There was, of course, much to commend him , but, on the other 
hand, he could not be said to be widely versed in public affairs. In 
April 1876, as part of a movement to oust a corrupt gang of petty 
office holders, he had been elected supervisor of the town of South 
Chicago, and had held die post for the year he had agreed to serve 
it. He had been a member from Cook County to the State Conven- 
tion at Springfield, which had nominated delegates to die National 
Convention held in Chicago June 2, 1880, and had been one of the 
electors on the Republican ticket for the state of Illinois. Early in 
1880 he had been appointed by the governor of Illinois as one of the 
trustees of die Illinois Central Railroad. He was conservative, taci- 
tum, adept at a dminis tration. But what particular significant he 
brought to the War Department was the fact that he was not just o 
Lincoln, but the only Lincoln of that time. There was majesty in 
that Bv way of f amily , he had a charming wife and three small diil- 
dren: Mar>% bom October 15, 1869; Abraham, bom August 14, 
1873; and Jessie Harlan, bom November 6, 1875. Although he 
made an excellent dvil servant, he was not distinguished for fos- 


tering public relations. i j t> u _i. i • 

men General Garfield died. President Arthur asked Robert Lm- 

coln to continue in the Cabinet, and he complied. In he 

mav from time to time have looked in on Nicolay and Mowed the 

gradual emergence of the history. The Lincoln st^ 

ILh Soon after he became Secretary of War, the Honorable Isaac 

N. .\mold sent him a copy of a paper which he had ^ ^ 

before the Royal Historical Society, in London, on Abr^ L^ 
Tn ^rlmnwledrinff Mister Arnold’s gift, Robert Lincoln assur 
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him: “I tell you sincerely that I have never seen anything of the 

character so gratifying to myself and so complete ” 

From Cleveland, on January 27, 1884, Colonel Hay wrote to “Dear 

Bob”: 

Nicolay tells me he has laid before you or is about to do so, the first 
volumes of our history containing the chapters in which I have described 

the first forty years of your father s life. 

I need not tell you that every line has been written in a spirit of rever- 
ence and regard. Still you may find here and there words or sentences 
which do not suit you. I ^vrite now to request that you will read with a 
pencil in yom hand and strike out everything to which you object. I ^viil 
adopt your view in all cases whether I agree with it or not, but I cannot 
help hoping that you will find nothing objectionable. 


When the manuscript was returned every one of the passages had 
been marked, and Hay wrote to Robert Lincoln on April 20, 1885 : “I 
will do what you suggest in final revision. It is better, even as a mat- 
ter of taste and without regard to your wishes which would, of 
course, be conclusive.” But Lincoln was upset, and on January 6, 
1886, Colonel Hay felt impelled to write to him again : 

I was very sorry to see by a letter you wrote to Nicolay the other day 
that you were still not satisfied with my assurance that I would make 
those first chapters right. Even before you read them I had struck out of 
my own copy here nearly everything you objected to and had written 
Nicolay to make the changes in his which he had not time to do. Since 
dien I have gone over the whole thing twice again, reading every line so 
far as possible from your point of view, and I don’t think there is a word 
left in it that would displease you. But of course before final publication 
I shall give you another hack at it, with plenary blue-pencil powers. . . . 

We have been making great progress for the last year or two— the book 

is nearly two-thirds finished. We have finished the fifth volume and are 

well on in the sixth. If we live two years more we shall get through. I am 

more anxious than I can tell you to live that long. There has been so much 

irresponsible and untrue writing of late years, that I feel a solemn sort 

of pressure in me to do my part — ^to putting the truth before the country. 

Ye^ after year of study has shown me more clearly than ever how in- 

fimtely ^eater your father was than anybody about him, greater ttian 

ever we imagined while he lived. There is nothing to explain or apologize 

for from beginning to end. He is the one imapproachably great figure of a 
great epoch. 
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Now the original manuscript of the first four chapters of volume 
one has simived, and it contains the alterations in the text. Most of 
them relate to the shiftlessness of Abraham Lincoln’s father or to the 


less glamorous aspects of the prairie civilization in which he lived. 
Modem scholarship agrees that with one exception the changes 
were made by John Hay in accordance with his concept of Robert 
Lincoln’s taste. The exception was Robert Lincoln’s insistence on the 
deletion of “the ludicrous incident of sewing up the hogs’ eyes,” 
which Abraham Lincoln had included in his autobiography, and 
which John Nicolay had carefully omitted in copying that document 
for distribution to the press. But the point is that in writing the ac- 


count of Mr. Lincoln’s early youth. Colonel Hay had been under 


die necessity of relying on “secondary sources” and old wives’ tales. 
He had even resorted to the objectionable work of Colonel Lamon, 
who had got hold of the pig story and printed it in his outrageous 
volume. In other words, it could hardly be said, on the basis of a 
single instance, that Robert Lincoln had purged his father’s papers. 
There was at that juncture nothing in them to worry about Never- 
theless, future critics would abuse him without knowing what the 
papers contained for that period. This would be unfair; he was more 
proficient as an editor than as an addicted censor. Hay and Nicolay, 
on the other hand, had from those markings received a lesson in 
decorum and acceptability. Robert Lincoln s plenary blue-pencil 
powers” would unconsciously impose circumspection. Herndon 
would put it differently: “Nicolay and Hay handle things with silken 
gloves and a camel-hair pencil, he declared. “They do not write 
with an iron pen. . . . They are writing the Life of Lincoln under 
the surveillance of Bob Lincoln. Nicolay and Hay, in my opinmn, 
are afraid of Bob. He gives them materials and they play hush.” If 
there were any justice in this supposition, the authors themselves 
were unaware of it. They w^ent on record with the statement that 


We can only for diis work that we have devoted to it sixteen 

vears of almost unremitting assiduity; that we have neglected “O 
in our power to ascertain the truth; that we have rejected no authentic 
farts iential to a candid st^. that we have had no 

aimed to write^ sufficiently fuU and absolutely honest history of a great 
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man and a great time; and although we take it for granted that we have 
made mistakes, that we have fallen into such errors and inaccuracies as 
are unavoidable in so large a work, we promise that there shall not be 
found a line in all these chapters dictated by malice or unfairness. 


This was perfectly honest, perfectly sincere, and in conflict neither 
with their obligations to Robert Lincoln nor with their own personal 
inhibitions. 

When Grover Cleveland moved into the White House, for the 
first time Robert Lincoln returned to Chicago and his practice. 
Looking back on his four years in the War Department, he would 
think there was nothing in his administration “worth recording.” He 
was “satisfied to have got out of it without more grief.” 

Meanwhile the work of Nicolay and Colonel Hay on a more en- 
during monument had reached a point where its sturdy outlines had 
become visible and alluring. In the years of its construction it had 
passed from the stage when publishers would not talk turkey to the 
time when all of the larger houses gobbled loudly for the privilege 
of sponsorship and the authors had the pleasant sensation of dis- 
couraging them. Most persistent because they were most eager 
(and, perhaps, most opulent) were representatives of The Century 
magazine. First Robert Underwood Johnson tried his hand, and 
then he turned the transaction over to the redoubtable editor, Rich- 
ard Watson Gilder. On June 11 Mr. Gilder wrote to Mr. Nicolay: 

I have been thinking a great deal about your book lately. I have a 
scheme m mmd which is not yet definite enough for me to ask Mr. Ros- 
weU Smth [president of The Centuiy Co.] to put it in the form of a 
proposition, but I will nevertheless mention it to you. 

You said i£ we printed any of the book in the magazine we would want 
4e cre^ of It and this you would not like. But I have another idea-not 

Sclfa whole!-and to make you (the authors) 

wodd be more Am discounted. For Ae book might be reserved only 

value to a hbrary volume, but which Ae ordinary reader skips.^^ 
e ore any such definite proposition were made it would be necessarv 

p bed m Ae magazme mside of twenty-four months beginning one 
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year from next November-by that time it would doubdess be co mp l e te d 
by the authors. We could illustrate with a few real pictures, I m ea n 
pictures of persons and places, which could be used in die book or not as 
you preferred, or as might be determined upon. 

If your object is that Lincoln s story should reach this generation, how 
could it better be accomplished? As for remuneration for your lone and 
faithful lahota, titat w Jd ba assured fron. dte beguu.m|; d*. loM 
come the further profit and the full-blown historical and literary dignity 
of library volumes. A further consideration would be the opportunity of 
correcting possible errors and enriching the volumes with material elicited 
by serial publication. 


John Hay, to whom Nicolay sent this letter, considered “the offer 
of The Century very tempting.” He admitted to his colleague: “Of 
course we could cut down a good deal and present what would be a 
continuous narrative in about half the space we have taken for our 
book.” On August 10 he wrote to Nicolay again: 


. . . There will be no difficulty whatever in beghmrng the series<-if 
ever— next fall (1886). The only contingency in which we should not be 
able to keep up would be deatfi. If we live we can do it ... 1 have 
toiled and labored through the diapter over him (McClellan). I diii^ 
I have left the impression of his mutinous imbecility, and I have done it 
in a perfectly courteous marmer. . . . Gilder was evidently horrified^ at 
ynnr saying that IjCC ought to be shot— a sunple truth of law and e^uit^ 

. The war has gone by. It is twenty years ago. Our book is to be read 
by people who cannot remember anytMng about it We must not shew 
to ie pubUc in the attitude of two old dotards fighting over aeam *e 

politics of our youth. . . . We must not write a stump speech, eight vols., 

8vo We will not fall in wth the present tone of blubbering sraitiment, ot 

comse. But we ought to ^^Tite the history of thwe 

lasting angels who know everything, judge everythm^ teU the t™* 

black beetle because he is not a grasshopper. S.P.C. [Salmon P. Chase J 
is going to be a nut to crack, so is Seward. 

\^'hether they liked it or oot, the “two eveilastiiig axels' wot 
unreconstructed unionists and their insects ( “ 

with a Southern accent. While negotiations ^ 

croin? forward, they pressed on with their %vnting. There were times 
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when Colonel Hay was ashamed of his “feverish anxiety to boil 
down and condense— but,” he observed, “when your job is to get the 
universe into eight volumes, you must not take two bites of an 
atom.” He told his fellow angel on August 29: “There is enough in 
Chase's letters abusing Lincoln behind his back for a quiet scorcher 
-but think of Mrs. Hoyt, if you please.” Mrs. William Hoyt was 
Chief Justice Chase's surviving daughter. The authors, naturally, 
found no pleasure in the prospect of provoking people they knew. 
In November they sold the serial rights for fifty thousand dollars to 
The Century Company. It was said to be the largest sum an Ameri- 
can magazine had ever paid. Gilder was delighted; he wrote to Ed- 
mund Gosse: “It is not only what you might call the secret history of 
the secession conspiracy, and the inside history of the war, but it 
also contains a complete, authentic, and logical account of the great 
political struggle in connection with the subject of slavery. But what 


gives it its greatest value, at least in this country, is that it is the 
authorized— the only authorized life of the greatest man this country 
has ever produced— at least since Washington— and not only the 
greatest, but by far the most interesting; in interest Lincoln even 
surpasses Washington.” 


It was agreed that most of the military chapters would be omitted 
from the magazine publication and reserved for the book, for the 
reason that The Century had already covered much of the ground 
in its war series from which it was reputed to have made a million 
dollars. This reduced the manuscript by approximately half its ac- 
tual size. As for the larger work: **We shall never get through in a 
milhon words, moaned Colonel Hay, and so must seize every op- 
portumty to condense. With the sigmng of the contract, the authors 
discovered that, in addition to Robert Lincoln, they had another 
editor in the person of Mr. Gilder, who never hesitated to insist on 
the elimination of personally uncomplimentary adjectives, the tem- 
pering of obvious exhibitions of partisanship, the revision of awk- 
ward sentences and phrases, and even the deletion of whole chap- 
ters when they contradicted the opinion of Mr. Buel, The Centura’s 
expert on warfare. ^ 


Just the same, it could not be denied that The Century provided 
an e aborate production. Its art staff performed magnificently in 
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rounding up portraits and photographs; Joseph Pennell and Augus- 
tus Saint-Gaudens were retained to furnish additional illiK^tr ati ons; 
and the serialization was announced with almost ecstatic pleasure. 
Abraham Lincoln: A History, in its abridged form, ran for forty 
months-from November 1886 to February 1890. 

Gilder was terribly pleased. He wrote to Colonel Hay; “I endose 
a small batch of criticisms and notices, good, bad, and indifFment 
The great fact remains, no matter what is said, that the Work is a 
phenomenal success as published in The Century, We know what 
we are about, and it is all right. It is so right that any help which 
comes from even adverse criticism ought to be welcomed by all 
of us.” 

W illiam Dean Howells, formerly of Columbus, Ohio, now of Bea- 
con Street, Boston, who, for the campaign of 1860, had written one 
of the first biographies of the late President, was extremely gener- 
ous. “I get a chance at about one chapter in each installment of the 
Lincoln,” he wrote. ‘It seems to me admirable— easy, dignified with 
solemnity, and extremely interesting; the frankness of it is just what 

should be.” 

James Ford Rhodes in Paris was equally kind: ‘Trom this side of 
the water a word of congratulation may perhaps not be amiss on the 
dever and entertaining way in which you begin your history. I ex- 
pect that your book will demolish the modem theory that an author 

cannot write modem history impartially. 

Even Robert Lincoln was unstinted. He told Colonel Hay: “TJow 
that you have as one may say dropped the curtain at the end of Ae 
first act— I want to tell you how much pleased I am with the result 
of your long work. It is what I hoped it would be. That was enou^ 

for him . 

All the comment wasn’t praise. General Fitz-John Porter was ag- 
grieved and asked for pubHc retraction. Armchair strategists found 
fault with minutiae of battle accounts. A few of the charact^ felt 
slighted. Herndon noted that “some of the finest episod^ in IJn- 
coln’s young life are omitted or evaded or swallowed up in wo^. 
But generally speaking the reception was heartening and the authors 

had every reason for gratification. 
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The most pointed criticism came from Life, then an intentionally 
humorous magazine. On March 10, 1887, it asked, Is it a joke?’ 

Readers of The Century have been much confused by a History of the 
United States published serially in tbat magazine under the someuhat 
personal tide of “Abraham Lincoln.” There certainly existed a president 
of that name, and we believe he is alluded to once or twice in this history; 
but such a reputation should not be used for advertising purposes. If we 
remember rightiy, the editors of this magazine once aimounced with some 
ceremony that a life of Mr. Lincoln was soon to appear in their pages. 

Where is it? 

Several more criticisms of a similar nature appeared in Life. Some 
of their carping was not without foundation. Nicolay and Hay’s 
Abraham Lincoln, as the monumental record of an era, was a re- 
markable achievement, but it was a source book for history and was 
never intended as “popular” biography. That treatment they 
planned to undertake at a later date, when the great work had been 
accomplished and put away in type. On the other hand, they real- 
ized, better than people who had not examined the Lincoln papers 
could possibly realize, that Mr. Lincoln’s life was a part of many 
lives, a part of the hves of the individuals who together composed 
the people of the United States. Sometimes they, sometimes he, were 
in the brighter focus, but he was always there. It was his identifica- 
tion, fusion, partiality with them whidi made their task so difBcuIt 
and the result so compeUingly commendable. 

But while the history was appearing in The Century, things were 
happening to the httle group which controlled the Lincoln papers. 
David Davis had died in Jime 1886. Without him, Robert Lincoln 
had to assume the problems of the papers alone. But he had made a 
place for himself in the world and could stand on his own feet 
James Grant Wilson, editor of Appleton’s Cyclopaedia of Ameri- 
can Biography, wrote to Colonel Hay on February 14, 1877: 

I ^ you may properly devote about 500 words to Robert T. Lincoln, 
but ri you desire a little more space for his story pray take it. Will you 
kuimy add to your sketch of the President a brief notice of Mrs. Lincoln 
M the plan of the Cyclopaedia includes portraits of the ladies of the \Vhite 
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Cdond Hay, having ocnnpleted his draft, snbmitlied a to 
r i in o oln, who lefaimed ft on Washingbin’s Biidid^, w i t h a. pp w hw 
note: 


Many thaidcs £or your kindness in sendfiiig me yonr MSS. I liegyoa wfll 
cut it down at least to the extent 1 have indicated, far yon have let year 
enthusiastic kindness ovearocnae the stark realities. As 1 have |j^ 

I think no one can take sedous exception to it. 

My mother died of paiafysis Juty 16, 1882. • • • 


The altered draft survives in th^ shirt-box imsceTlany of 'Bay 
papers in the Library of Congress. Robert Lincoln s changes are in- 
teresting as reflecting his economical phrasing, tmthfalness; and 
editorial capacity. From them it is posriWe to i^g^ the nature of 
his revisions in the later chapters of the history. For esrampie^ 
Colonel Hay, in ocnmecticm w^ Robert lanooln’s partiqpat ic m in 
the Civil War, had written: 


He served ihroughout the final campai^ci before ISicbnuxod and PgIess* 
bing, distinguishing himself by bis com^e. inteffigenoe, and mi^ 
esty. 

This Robert Lincoln had corrected to read: 


He served tiuou^umt the final campaign wlach ended at i^onattm.^ 
Again Ckflonel Hay had written: 


•i 

On the accassion of Woe-Pinesi d e iit Arilau to die pBesidaicy, 
Tinmln was die onty memba of die fanner Cabmet wto was leqne^ 
to retain his portfolio and this request of the vsw Fkes^mt ^ snj 

merited Iqr so univeisal a demand fccim tl« coitoliy that Mr. lanBoto 

compdled to accede to it. 



This was toned down: 


On die eoeesdOB ol Vlce-fteeUeot Aidm to die pMltaey. Ifc 

toto d» oolf «tond» of d» Cab^ irtoetotojpe-ed 

retain Ms pcntfoBo and he did so to die end erf dm admmislralimi. 

His cmrninenb on the acxjoimt erf his modieii cxml^ 

March ^ 1887 , are also illmninating: 
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I letum you the sketch of my mother, with the date of her birth— 1 
suggest in pencil the omission of certain prefixes merely to please my own 
taste in an article of this kind. I like the sketch very much. Please 
consider the propriety of striking out the clause “a brother-in-law . , . 
Chickamauga.” I suggest this because it seems to me that it would be 
better not to name one person & omit others exemplifying the “di\ision,” 
e.g., my mother s half brothers were in the rebel army— Samuel was killed 
at Shiloh. Her brother George was a Surgeon in the rebel army while as 
you know Dr. Wallace & Mr. Edwards held commissions in the Union 
Army & it seems to me better to leave the matter with the general phrase 
as to the division. 

Confederates were always only rebels to Robert Lincoln. 

There were now too many demands upon Nicolay. On November 
29, 1887, he wrote to Morrison Remick Waite, Chief Justice of the 
United States: 

As the literary and historical labors upon which I am engaged as a oo- 
workar will, during the next few years, require the whole of my time, I 
herewith tender you my resignation as Marshal of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, to take effect on the [blank] day of December next. 

In severing my official relations with the Court I desire to convey my 

wann appreciation of their personal friendship and kindness during the 
whole of my fifteen years' service. 

At this time of the year there was a minor episode which stirred 
up no litde excitement in the land. A box of Confederate flags was 
discovered in the War Department, and it was said that a former 
secretary had planned to restore them to the Southern states. "Well, 
what of it?” snapped Robert Lmcoln. "V^at if the old rags were 
boxed up? I don’t see fliat there is any reason for such an insinua- 
tion. ... I don’t know anything about the matter. I don’t recollect 
ever having heard a word spoken on the subject of rebel flags. I 
don’t recollect having once seen them. I don’t even know in whose 
diarge they were. I have some reason for thinking that they were in 
charge of Ae Adjutant General, and I have some grounds for behev- 
ing they were in charge of the Chief of Ordnance. I have a dim rec- 
ollection of the Chief of Ordnance speaking to me once about some 
old rags of rebel flags which he had in his museum, and which, from 
rottenness and general decay, had become unfit to be seen, and sug- 
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gesting that they be boxed up, but cannot say that was so, mind you. 
If the flags were boxed and anybody wants to insinuate that they 
were so boxed for the purpose of returning diem to the Southern 
states, it is all poppycock. The thin g was never once spoken of, nor 
even thought of while I was in the Department We had more im- 


portant things to tiiink about when I was there than die disposition 
that shoxild be made of a few rotten old rebel flags.” 


It was as easy to misunderstand as to annoy him. It may have 


been in that knowledge that Colonel Hay wrote to him on April 12, 
1888: 


I own a few of yom fadier’s MS. which he gave me from time to time. 
As long as you and I live I take it for granted that you will not suspect 
me of boning them. But to guard against casualties hereafter, I have 
asked Nicolay to write you a line saying that I have never had in my 
possession or custody any of the papers which you entrusted to him. 

I have handed over to Nicolay to be placed among your papers some 
of those which your father gave me. The rest, which are few in numb^ , 
are very precious to me. I shall try to make an heirloom m my family as 
lontr as one of my blood exists with money enough to b\^ a breald^ 
We are nearly at the end of our lifelong task and I hope you will think 
your father s fame has not suffered any wnrong at our hands. 


The following March President Benjamin Harrison nominated 
and the Senate confirmed the appointment of Robert Lincoln as 
“Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to Great 
Britain ” Mr. Lincoln was taken completely by surprise, but he put 
^Tairs in order, and sailed for his post on May 15, 1889. He was a 
popular and conscientious diplomat, dined with Mr. Gladstone at 
He^ Labouchere s, and impressed Her Majesty as a very ple^t 
and sensible sort of man. But tragedy which had struck ^ j 1 ,- 
father’s murder, and next with his mother’s madn^, followed him 
abroad. On March 5. 1890, a Httle after eleven ocl^ m 4e morn- 
ing, Master Abraham Lincoln H, who had been suffering for a long 
ttoe from blood poisoning arising from a malig^t 

SSu. ,£ L of -laa'-AbraW had 
H name for the boy among family and fnends ery 
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bear. There had been no limits to the hopes which his parents had 
set for him. 

Robert Lincoln came home to take part in the campaign of 1892, 
and in 1893 was succeeded by Bayard as Ambassador to England. 
In that year Harvard College conferred on him the degree of LL.D. 
He did not resume the practice of his profession, but "found himself 
sufficiently occupied in the business affairs of various companies in 
which he had an interest.” During his absence Herndon, in collabo- 
ration with Jesse W. Weik, had published Herndons Lincoln: The 
True Story of a Great Life, and it was generally supposed that some 
of the attacks which that work received had been inspired by Rob- 
ert. He was convinced that Herndon “was actuated by an intense 
malice, and was possessed of a most ingenious imagination.” He was 
inclined to believe that it was caused by the fact that his father 
"could not see his way, in view of Herndon’s personal character, to 
give him some lucrative employment during the War of the Rebel- 
lion.” Herndon retaliated by calling “Bob” a “damned fool” and a 
“wretch of a man.” There would never be peace between them. 

John G. Nicolay and John Hay’s Abraham Lincoln: A History, had 
been published in book form in the summer and fall of 1890, and 
The Gentury Company had sold 5,000 sets by subscription. It was 
made up in ten volumes, containing 4,700 pages and about one and 
a half milhon words. It was the longest biography ever produced, 
and as history it bulked twice as large as Green’s English People, 
contained 300,000 more words than Gibbon had required to trace 
the twelve centuries of the Decline and FaU of the Roman Empire, 
and was equaled only by Bancroft’s History of the United States. It 
was dedicated “To the Honorable Robert Todd Lincoln ... in 
token of a lifelong friendship and esteem.” 

, wote to 


He was pleased by this distinction 
Nicolay: 


As you and ^lonel Hay have now brought your great work to a most 
successful conclusion by the publication of your life of my father I hone 
and request that you aud he wiU supplement it by colLting, Vditta? 
and pubLshmg the speeches, letters, state papers, and miscellaneoiL 
^tmgs of my father. You and Colonel Hay have my consent and au- 
monty to obtam for yourselves such protection by cop>Tight, or other- 
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wise, in respect to the whole or any part of such a collection, as I mirfit 
for any reason be entitled to have. 

This was a post-facto document, a ratification, for on die ninth of 
February preceding “a formal contract, duly signed by Hay and 
Nicolay, for the publication of the Complete Works of Abraham 
Lincoln, had been entered into by The Century Company.” The 
Complete Works, in two volumes, appeared in April 1894. Naturally 
Nicolay had had to retain the papers for this purpose. When they 
first came into his custody he had kept them at his home at 121 B 
Street, S.E., but about 1880 he was forced to move because ihe block 
on which he lived had been acquired by the Government in order to 
erect a structure to accommodate a great collection. For the rest of 
his Life he resided on the square immediately east of his previous 
dwelling, at 212 B Street It was there that Edward Marshall, an 
editor of the New York Press, on a morning in the winter of 1894 
found him and recorded his impressions, part of which follows: 

... It is now twenty years since Nicolay and John Hay began the 
actual Noting of their great biography of Abr^am Lincoln, which was 
completed and issued two years ago. During all that time and since no 
other interest has been allowed to come between Nicolay and his work 
of telling the future of the great man who had passed. His workroom, 
with its great desk and many bookcases, is a place in which the present 
is not known. There are gathered practically all the Lincoln manuscripts 
in existence. Some of them are owned by Mr. Nicolay, most of them 

are the property of the Lincoln family. 

The morning of my visit he showed me many of diem-there are 
thousands in all-and the contents and history of each was reacfy to Im 
tongue, almost without a glance of identification. They are filed away in 
great manila envelopes, and are all so well preserved that one wondere 
when he realizes how many years have passed since they were penned. 
Two of them particularly interested me. One was a letter wntten before 
the nomination and expressing in modest simplicity Lincoln’s own sei^ 
of his unfitness for the great place of President The other was the 
orisinal manuscript of a message to Congress, whidi rontraste stiOTgiy 
with another message to Congress within a few weeks by another Presi- 
dent in circumstances somew’hat similar. 

There appears to have been no secrecy, no cloture then. When 
Marshall’s article was published in the Press for Sunday morning. 
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February 11, it was illustrated with portraits of Lincoln and “photo- 
graphic facsimiles of parts of the famous peace conference message 
[February 10, 1865], reproduced for the Press from the original 
manuscript, by courtesy of John G. Nicolay, Lincoln’s Private Secre- 
tary.” There was also a facsimile of Abraham Lincoln’s letter of J an- 

uary 30, 1865, to Thomas T. Eckert. 

Nicolay thereafter busied hims elf with magazine articles and the 
preparation of a one-volume biography of Lincoln. One day in the 
mid-nineties he was visited by Ida M. Tarbell, an attractive young 
woman whose acquaintance he had formed at the meetings of the 
Washington Literary Society. She told him that she had been com- 
missioned by Samuel Sidney McClure to write a “popular life of 
Lincoln, and had come to ask for his help. However, he was most 
discouraging. There was nothing of importance to be had. The col- 
lection of letters and speeches which he and Colonel Hay had com- 
piled was complete, the subject had been exhausted, he would ad- 
vise her not to touch so helpless an assignment. Miss Tarbell felt 
that he never forgave her for going ahead, and after her story began 
to appear in McClures he came to her one evening and exclaimed: 
“You are invading my field. You write a popular Life of Lincoln and 
you do just so much to decrease the value of my property.” How- 
ever unchivahous, it is easy to understand his attitude. He had de- 


voted his years to Lincoln and had come to regard himself and 
Colonel Hay as the only legitimate dispensers of the story. 


Miss TarbeU persisted. She went to Chicago, and through the in- 
tercession of a friend met Robert Lincoln. It was sometime after No- 


vember 1897; he had become president of the PuUman Company, 
and his daughter Jessie, imder most romantic conditions, had eloped 
with Warren W. Beckwith, a splendid athlete, of Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa. Miss Tarbell later recorded her recollections of that interview : 


To be drinking tea with the son of Abraham Lincoln was so unbe- 
lievable ... I searched his face and manners for resemblances. There 
was nothing. He was all Todd, a big plump man perhaps fifty years old, 
perfectly groomed with that freshness which makes men of his tyme 
look as if they were just out of the barber’s chair, the admirable social 
poise of Ae man who h^ seen the world’s greatest and has come to be 

^e of himself; and this in spite of such buffeting as few men have 
bad. ... ” 
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It devonred blai £b ^iras vvy 

0^ say he was afitaid lie lad Rtde dot would 

^ntuen aBJiii fsAei^s p^en fitom die law nffinp , i 

sdileBr l»at I am not sore; at least I knew he fafc wtaft idmU* 

Robert Lincoln did, however, allow her die use cf a ds^neizeo* 
type, the first pictane of Abraham Linoailn ever tahat When dm 
inquired for his hidier*s letters he explained that thnae lnJnnging tiy 

dm presidential pexiod were stored in Wadiin^ten, having been 
ocnnplelely esplofted by Nioolay and nnlmml Way 

Thursday, September 2R 1901, John G. Nio(day,vdio Tod been 
hi feeUe health for several years,* died at his home in Wadunglbni^ 
leaving an estate^ oonsistii^ of real p rope rty , bonds; hfmMJiiJd |ms- 
nftme, boofa, personal articles; and mon^ hi &e banl; a m i Mwit hig 
to about fortynei^bt thousand seven hundred dnljais- H8« danrfiiiii r 
Btelen was dm sole heir at law and nert of Idn. She weald dbo 


herit his oopyr^da. 

Bat dm pa pers which John Nioolay had made & soh> 

stance and dm motive of his Ihd^ woold not rehan to ^ Pied> 
dentTs son. They wen symhois of change. 


SK't 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


Intangible Memorial 


W HEN JOHN NICOLAY DIED, THE LINCOLN PAPERS WXRE DIVTDED 

into two lots: one, consisting of manuscripts in Abraham 
Lincoln’s holograph, was boxed and stored in tlie vault of the 
National Capital Bank; the other and larger section, made up of 
communications addressed to the President, was still in Mr. Nico- 


lay’s home on B Street. Miss Nicolay promptly wrote to Robert 
Lincoln requesting instructions as to their disposition. Mr. Lincoln 
at the moment was preoccupied with pressing business matters and 
found it impossible to come at once to Washington to take them off 
her hands. Instead he wrote to Colonel John Hay, who had become 
Secretary of State in President McKinley’s Cabinet and continued to 
hold that o£5ce under Theodore Roosevelt, asking for his sugges- 
tions. Secretary Hay wrote to Miss Nicolay on December 4, 1901: 
T . . . have a letter from Mr. Lincoln accepting my proposition to 
place the papers now in the Safe Deposit Company in the State De- 
partment temporarily. Will you kindly send me an order on the bank 

I can have them transferred and relieve you of that respon- 
sibility?” 


A few doors away from Miss Nicolay, in the Library of Congress, 
the work of assembling the record of a people made steady process! 
At the head of the imposing institution was a young man whose red 
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hair contrasted strangely with his outward calm, inflexiUe puipoae, 
and irreproachable dignity. Knowing precisely what he intended to 
attain, he could present an appearance of infinite patience whidt 
belied his genius as opportunist. Herbert Putnam was at the begin- 
ning of his incomparable career in public ser\1ce. On December 31, 
1901, he wrote to the Honorable Robert T. Lincoln of Chicago: 


I have learned from Miss Tarbell that the collection of your fathers 
papers upon which Mr. Nicolay and Mr. Hay based their work *»tll 
remains a unit, and that so far as she has information you have not yet 
determined upon a final place of deposit for iL Is there any rhanr^ iKsfr 
it may be placed in the National Library? 

There is, of course, no need that I should state, much less that I 
should explain, the considerations which would make thk, not n^rety 
the most appropriate, but, as far as concerns the investigator, the most 
efficient place of deposit You know that the Library of Cmtgress is 
die National Library. It has a building safe, commodious, and ptnniDent; 
it has, and is increasingly to have, manuscript material bearing upon 
national affair s. It has now the organimtion, die equipn^t, and the 
funds which will insure that any material in its cusbxfy will render die 
amplest service. 

The American Historical Association is just conduding a meeting in 
Washington. Dr. Judson, the dean of the University of Chicago, is among 
those present. He, with the others, has had opportunity to inspect the 
Library as it is and to learn of its plans for the aid of histmical research 
in the United States. If you should be interested to haw him do so, I 
am quite sure that he would be very glad to express his opinion as to die 
ability of the library to conserve and to make useful any material of 

this sort. 

I should be extremely sorry to advance a suggestion in any way in- 
trusive, and I write this, not to anticipate any other disposition or the 
collection that may seem to you fitting, but merely to indicate the gre^ 
interest which the authorities of thi s Library would feel in the deposit 
of the collection here, and their confidence that if here it would be in 
the most eminent degree safe and useful. 


From the Pull 



an 


Building Mr. Lincoln replied within a week: 


I have been so very busy at the beginning of the new year ^t 
I haw not been able to take up, until now, your letter of DecOTber 31sL 
The subiect you speak of is one which is often on my mind. The papert 
were taken over by Mr. Nicolay and Mr. Hay, as you know, very many 
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years ago, and amidst my many occupations I was not pressed to take 
the matter up imHl after the death of Mr. Nicolay, when, of course, it 
became necessary to relieve Miss Nicolay of the care of the papers. Mr. 
Hay was good enough to take them in his personal charge until I am 
able to go to Washington. This I am hoping to do soon, and to confer 
with him there. 

If my son was still alive, I should probably leave the papers in his 
hands, but as it is, I think it my duty to select some depository for them, 
just what it will be I am not yet prepared to say, but in considering it, 
your suggestions are very valuable, and will have great consideration. 

I shall hope to have the pleasure of calling upon you when I am next 
in Washington. 

Perhaps Mr. Lincoln did see Putnam when he came to Washing- 
ton at the time of Prince Henry* s tour, but there was a lull in corre- 
spondence for several years* Presumably the Abraham Lincoln 
papers remained in the crypts of the forbidding State Department. 
Robert Lincoln, who had stayed in Manchester, Vermont, in the 
summer of 1863 and had renewed his fondness for the charming 
place through frequent visits to his partner, Isham, purdiased exten- 
sive property there in 1902, and built an imposing country house 
which he called 'Tlildene.” There he was to spend many months of 
every year, play golf, receive distinguished guests, and entertain at 
least one Ftesident of the United States. 

Putnam bided his time; on August 18, 1905, he wrote to Robert 
Lincoln again, addressing him at his Chicago home, 60 Lake Shore 
Drive: 


The death of Secretary Hay removes unhappily one consideration that 
had prevented you from determining the final disposition of your father's 
papers. Since my last word with you concerning them^ I have, of course, 
refrained from further suggestion. Mr. Ford, however, urges that a line 

reminding you of our great interest in them could not now be deemed 
intrusive, so I write it. 

Our collections include now the papers of no less than nine of the 
Presidents. 


Robert Lincoln had not yet made up his mind, and did not reply 

for several weeks. Finally he wrote from Nlanchester on Septem- 
ber 14: 
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1 have delayed acknowledging your letter ... on account of the 
uncertainty of my plans. 

It is now my expectation to visit Washington before the end of this 
month, in regard to the matter you mention, and I shall hope to have 
the pleasure of calling on you there. 


Putnam was out of town from October 26 to November 4, but at 
some time during that fall or winter the two men probably met In 
any event, Putnam wrote again to Robert Lincoln on June 23, 1906: 

Further important accessions to our manuscript collections, fnelnding 
additional material from the Department of State, and a review in pros- 
pect of this department of the Library, and its possible service, neces- 
sarily remind us anew of your Father’s papers. I imderstood you to say 
that you were intending to go over them. I have wondered if you have 
yet had an opportunity to do this. We find that, as a rule, such a task 
is for a man of affairs not very readily accomplished, die “spare moments” 
which he anticipates never seeming to be at hand. 

In the case of one or two other collections we have made a suggestion 
which (though we apologize if it seems to presume too much) I now 
senture to you. It is this: that if you are prepared to assume that the 
collection in the main will ultimately be deposited here, and the chief 
reason for your delay is your desire to reser>'e out from it any material 
too personal in your judgment to be laid open to the public, or for odier 
reasons inappropriate, and you are unable yourself to give the time to 
an examination of it piece by piece for the purpose of discriiimating this, 
we would imdertake here to sort the collection and set aside for your 
inspection any pieces that would seem to come within this latter categor]^. 
Mr. Ford [i.e. Worthington Chauncey Ford, Chief of die Library s 
Di\1sion of Manuscripts] himself would do the sorting. 

I do not mean, of course, that his judgment would be precisely yoim, 
but neither would the final decision be his. His work would simply be 
preliminary-, and as far as possible to save you time and labor. 

Until vour decision, the collection to be in our hands coimdenballj^ 
and accessible neither to the public nor to members of the Library s^ 
apart from the Chief of the Division, upon whose discretion you could, 
I think, fairly rely. Ani of course, the deposit with us for this purpose 
%s ould be provisional merely, not carrying the tide nor any ensumg 

obUeation which vou did not care to express. 

i make the suMestion at this time, because the si^er rece« 
freer opportunityTor such work than odiCT seasons of the ^ ^ 

been newly brought home to us by the catastrophes of the past year. 
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including the destruction at San Francisco of the original Spanish 
archives which were in a building supposed to be reasonably safe. 

Charles A. Sweet, Robert Lincolns secretary, forwarded the Li- 
brarian’s letter to him at Manchester. Robert Lincoln s answer was 

written on July 20: 


Please excuse my undue delay in acknowledging your letter of June 
twenty-third, but I have been somewhat out of sorts and neglecting all 
my correspondence that I could lay aside. I regret to tell you that since 
I had the pleasure of seeing you in Washington I was so foolish as to 
permit myself to go down very much in the condition of my nerves, so 
that instead of devoting some time last Winter, as I had hoped to do, 
in the examination of my father’s papers, I was compelled to lay up 
for more than three months, and did absolutely nothing whatever, not 
even replying to private notes. I am, I believe, a good deal better, and 
hope for a complete recovery in a few months. 

In the meantime the papers are in i ny ofiBce in Chicago, and my 
secretary there, who is a gentleman in whom I have the highest confi- 
dence, is occupying his leisure time this Summer in putting them in order, 
and making some examination of them, so that when I get back in the 
Autumn 1 hope to find the task, which I dreaded so much, not really 
as serious as it might be. 

I think, therefore, it will be better to let the matter rest in this way. 
It is a subject which is constantly present in my mind, and I do not 
intend to let it drag along much longer. I should, however, prefer to go 
over the papers in this way before letting them get into any hands 
whatever. 


Lincolns mail was heavy in those days. He was constantly impor- 
tuned to release the papers to this or that would-be biographer, but 
without exception he denied every request On the other hand, he 
delighted in being as helpful as he felt he could or ought to be. An 
example was his helpfulness to the learned James Schouler who was 
working on a study of Abraham Lincoln s appearance at Xremont 
Temple, Boston, in 1848. In response to an inquiry from Professor 
Schouler, Lincolns sea-etary, Sweet ^‘was able at once to lay his 
hands upon some correspondence,” which made it possible to “an- 
swer . . . with certainty.” On another occasion, Robert Lincoln 
wrote Professor Schouler: “Mr. Sweet my assistant in Chicago, who 
is about as familiar with my personal affairs as I am myself, and in 
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some respects more so, sends me your letter, saying that he had gone 
through my father s papers but finds nothing in them relating to his 
visit to Massachusetts in 1848, except a paragraph in his autobiog- 
raphy in which he speaks of his advocacy of General Taylor s elec- 
tion and of his speaking several times in Massachusetts. You prob- 
ably have access to this document yourself, but for your convenience 
I send you the copy which Mr. Sweet sent to me.” He concluded 
regretfully: “I am very sorry that I cannot give you any further in- 
formation on the subject, but I do not know where I could obtain 
anything additional.” 

What gives a special force of kindness to his many acts of willing 
and earnest co-operation is the knowledge that nearly every ques- 
tion submitted to him involved matters personally unfa miliar and 
required, therefore, recourse to records and research. In this connec- 
tion it is necessary' to keep in min d his rueful admission: “My Fa- 
ther’s life was of a kind whidi gave me but little opportunity to 
learn the details of his early career. Dining my childhood & early 
youth he was alm ost constantly away from home, attending courts 
or making political speeches— In 1859 when I was sixteen & when he 
was beginning to devote himself more to practice in his own neigh- 
borhood, & when I would have had both the inclination & the means 
to gratify my desire to become better acquainted with the history of 
his early struggles, I went to New Hampshire to school & afterwards 
to Harvard College, & he became President-Thenceforth any great 
intimacy between us became impossible-I scarcely ever had ten 
minutes’ quiet talk wth him during his Presidency, on account of his 

constant devotion to business.” 

‘T am not a collector,” he once wrote, and not being a familiar 
either, Robert Lincoln had to become a student and gradually accu- 
mulate a creditable store of information, but he was always an ama- 
teur, and because his mvn inquiries were ordinarily prompted by 
generous impulse rather than intellectual curiosity or compelling 
quest, it is doubtful if he ever came to comprehend those qualities 
which made his father’s influence unique. Despite a filial fidelity 
amounting almost to piety, he sometimes begrudged his father s 
memory his own sense of inferiority. There would always 
matter how hard he might try to ignore or dispute or overcome the 
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fact, a Lincoln major and a Lincoln minor. Morally a Victorian 
among Victorians, appearances assumed for him exaggerated im- 
portance. His principles were high, his motives unassailable, his pur- 
pose completely proper, but inner dissatisfactions imposed on him a 
distrust of posterity's judgment, and this purely personal restraint 
produced artificial and misshapen obligations. Tliose whose counsel 
he once had taken now were dead. He was painfully but coura- 
geously on his own. He was on his own that day when he frightened 
Miss Tarbell, This is her accoimt of the episode: 


If Robert Lincoln was always friendly he threw me once into the 
greatest panic I suffered in the course of my Lincoln work, though this 
was long after the Life was published. I had gone to ask him if he 
would arrange for me to consult the collection of Presidential papers. 
“Impossible,” he said. “They are in the safety vault of my bank. I won’t 
allow anybody to see them. There is nothing of my father s there that is 
of value— Nicolay and Hay have published everything; but there are 
many letters to him which, if published, now would pain, possibly dis- 
credit able and useful men still living. Bitter things are written when 
men are trying to guide a coimtry through a war, particularly a Civil War. 
I fear misuse of those papers so much that I am thinking of destroying 
them. Besides, somebody is always worrying me about them, just 
you are, and I must be xmgenerous. I think I will bum them.” 


as 


Nothing altered the status of the Lincoln papers for several years. 
By 1910 Robert Lincoln had begun to think about retirement. Per- 
haps his poor health explains his failure to answer a letter which 
Putnam wrote to him on March 28, 1910; perhaps he considered it 
merely a confirmation of recent discussions: 


Mr. Gaillard Hunt, who has just returned from Chicago, reports to 
me his caU upon you and that your intention of placing here finally your 
fathers correspondence and papers remains unaltered. I cannot resist 
the temptation of reiterating our strong hopes in the matter. 

The manuscript collections of the National Library are assumincr 
greater importance each year. They are resorted to more and more by 
scholars in American history, for constructive work and for confirma- 
tion of historical facts already published. The Library now has the 
coUected papers of nine of the Presidents, and the acquisition of several 
omers is more than probable. The most extensive of the collections is that 
of General Washington s papers, and it is felt by all who have considered 
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the subjwt ^at only here ^ Mr. Lincoln’s papers find fitting com- 
pamonship* The interest in his achievements and personality is enduring, 
^d embraces everything written by him or to him; however trivial an 
item may appear to be by itself, it is important if it relates to him even 
remotely. No one state can properly lay claim to his papers over any 
other state; more than any oAer figure in our history, his surviving cor- 
respondence is of national import. Because of the sad experience the 
Library has had on several occasions through some unforeseeable inten- 
tion, we are naturally anxious that your present disposition with reference 
to President Lincoln's papers may take a different form at no distant date. 

We had, of course, understood that your chief reason for deferring 
action was a desire to make some final examination of them and segrega- 
tion of those which might be inappropriate for permanent deposit in a 
public institution. Is there no possibility that we could aid in such a 
segregation? The suggestion may seem odd, and yet experience has 
showm that the experts in our Division of Manuscripts, long familiar with 
the treatment of such material and the natural attitude toward it, are 
able to afford such an aid to the considerable saving of labor on the part 
of the ONvners. 


Beyond the Librarian’s mounting impatience, this letter is chiefly 
remarkable as a reflection of an obvious and natural rivalry among 
institutions with competing but dissimilar interests to secure the 

custodianship of the Lincoln papers. 

In May 1911 Lincoln’s poor health compelled him to resign the 
presidency of the Pullman Company and become chairman of its 
board of Sectors. The following year he moved to Washington, but 
before breaking up his Chicago home he ‘‘destroyed ... an im- 
mense number of old letters and papers. From the context of this 
statement which was made in 1916 and published in 1921, in the 
JoufTUil of the Illinois Stdte Histovicol Societyy it appears that he 
was referring specifically to his own files rather than to his father s 
correspondence. He preser\^ed, however, anything which he "r^ 
garded as worth keeping” together with his ‘letter-press books in 
perfect order.” These were housed “in a special 

tr\^ house in Manchester. 

As for the Abraham Lincoln papers, it is said that, after his retire- 
ment, Robert Lincoln guarded them more jealously th^ ever. When 

he was in the District of Columbia, they reposed in his fine Geor^ 
.4 kii. wVipn be went to Hildene for the summer the 
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papers went with him . Leisure brought new opportunities. He was 
an expert auditor, and at periodic intervals he would shut himself 
away in his study and cast up his accounts. With less regularity, but 
with equal zeal and concentration, he would withdraw from other 
pastimes or occupations methodically to go over his father s corre- 
spondence. It is improbable that any leaves of paper were ever so 
widely traveled or the objects of such rigorous contemplation. 

Presumably the Librarian of Congress did nothing to reopen the 
subject imtil 1917, when, on January 6, Miss TarbeU v^ote to him: 

Here I am again, with my old hobbyl Is there any chance of Robert 
Lincoln giving his letters to the Congressional Library in his lifetime, 
or leaving them for it? I want to refer to the subject in an introduction 
I aiYi writing for a new edition of my ** L.if e of Lincoln.’^ I don’t want to 
do anything that you would think imwise, but I should like to say, of 
course, that these letters should go to the National Library, along with 
the collections of other Presidents that you already have. (I would be 
glad if you would have your secretary send a list of these to me.) I 
should like to suggest, too, that the proper thing for all collectors who 
have Lincoln letters— and there are of course a great number scattered 
over the country— would be to arrange to give them to the National 
Library as soon as Mr. Robert Lincoln makes his gift. I would be very 
much obliged if you would let me know whether it is possible to state 
what Mr. Lincoln’s intentions are. 


Forty-eight hours later Dr. Putnam replied; 

I have talked with Mr. Ldncoln in the matter, but I have nothing in 
writing from him which indicates a definite intention in the matter. Your 
purpose offers an opportunity to secure one. Why will you not write 
to h i m direct? He cerbiinly could not take such an inquiry amiss. 

I presume that you know his address. 

The Presidents already represented here by collections of their papers 
are: Washmgton, Madison, Jefferson, Monroe, Jackson, Van Buren, Polk, 
Pierce, Johnson and Cleveland. The last named is a deposit under special 
proviso that the papers are for the present to be kept confidential. At 
least one other collection is to come to us upon similar terms. 

Miss TarbeU s letter of January 15 brought disappointment: 

I followed your suggestion and wrote Mr. Robert Lincoln. He replies: 

I would be glad to give you the information you request if I had come 
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to a determination on the subject 


done so, and 
sent because 


I would prefer not to have the subject mentioned at pi 

it would probably result in a good deal of letter writing of which I 

already have so much that I shudder to think of a new subject being 
started fust now ” 


I take it that this means that there should be no pressure brou^t 
upon him now. I of course shall do nothing more than thank Kim for his 
letter. I felt perhaps it would be well for you to know this, as you mi^t 
lay your lines accordingly; and of course you will regard it as confident^ 


But Ida Minerva Tarbell did do something more. When the new 
edition of her Life of Abraham Lincoln appeared a few months later 
its Preface contained a wish: 


collection of original Lincoln letters and documents owned by 
ibert Lincoln, induding practically all of the manusaipts, letters 
pers published by Nicolay & Hay in the first edition of the “Com- 
7 orks,” is of supreme importance- It is to be hoped that Mr. Lincoln 
le day place this collection in the Congressional Library- - . • 
who own Lincoln manuscripts could not do better than to arrai^e 
dily as possible to give them whenever Mr. Lincoln s h a ll decide to 

bose in his possession. 


T .inmln read diis ediortalion, and it seems probable diat 
called it to his attention, he was not moved to impeluons 


action. 


iu uie capital was a cultivated and engaging widower named 
Charles Moore who possessed excellent taste and rare jud^ent He 
was at the head of die Fine Arts Commission, and Mr. Lincoln, Mm 
the hostesses who considered him such an excellent dinnor guest, 
found his acquaintance delightfuL From him, on March 5, 1919, 
came a gentle suggestion typed on the Commissions impeccable 

stationery: 

I understand that it is your intention to place k 

&%apers in Ae library is beUeveS to be *e 
collection d the papers of any one man. Lmrok 

there is a natoral grwtation to the Ubrary of Congress of papers of th 
highest value. 
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iTie Libr&iy hss recently received the pspers of Presidents Tyler, 
Roosevelt, and Taft, together with many Buchanan letters- 

May I suggest that the time of the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial, 
next October, would be a happy occasion for the deposit of this cor- 
respondence, to be held subject to your order as to e.xamination and 

use? . • • 


Mr. Liincoln^s reply contained this paragraph: 

In regard to the Lincoln papers, I will reflect seriously upon your 
suggestion; I have further examination of them yet to make and I am 
so short of help for such a job that I am not at all sure that I would 
then be ready to make a disposition of them; I must be careful to avoid 
a preliminary annoimcement, for I should be flooded with letters on the 
subject which it would be burdensome to deal with. 

Although he acknowledged these tidings under the Commissions 
letterhead March 15, Mr. Moore disclosed his new identity; 


Your veiy kind letter has been received, and I am pleased that the 
suggestion as to the deposit of the Lincoln papers in the Library was 
received with some favor. 

The library has, either in originals or in letter-press copies, about 
ninety per cent of all the letters written by George Washington. This is 
an intangible national memorial, romparable to the tangible one we have 
in ihe Washington Monument. 

Naturally the Library desires to utilize every opportunity and to put 
forth every effort to make the Lincoln collection equally or even more 
complete. I have been led to take up this matter with you, because Mr. 
Putnam has asked me to act as Chief of the Division of Manuscripts, as 
a means of promoting a much-needed building for the national archives. 
The Lincoln papers would come to this Division; and therefore I can 
promise you flie utmost consideration in the treatment of them. 

If it would be of assistance to you, we can send to you the Assistant 
Chief of the Division of Manuscripts [John C. Fitzpatrick], a man of 
good judgment, quick perceptions, and rare discrimination. He would 
get your pomt of view, and would carry out your ideas to the letter. You 
^TOuld find him both expert and conscientious, and in every way agree* 


We have known so many coUections to be lost by fire, and so many 

papers destroyed as of no value, that we are always apprehensive. More- 

wer, we would like to give you any assistance in our power in sorting 
the papers. ® 
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^ to die dedication of the Linooln Memorial: the fafuildmg will be 
finished about July; the trees will be placed on the encirclmg nmund this 
spring; and probably an appropriation will be made for die bactu fKis 
year, so that the work can be done this summer. Mr. Jules Guerin’s 
decorations have been placed, and they give just the right touch of 
color, without being obtrusive. I saw the head of Mr. French’s statue 
being cut last Monday. The work will be finished and in place by October. 
The date of the dedication ha5; not been settled. . . . 


Moore, as it happened, was much too sanguine; the dedication 
did not take place imtil Memorial Day three years later, but he had 
delivered a coup de grace. 

Dr. Putnam was in Paris at the moment winding up the afiEairs of 
the American Library Associations War Service of which he had 
been general director; acting for him in Washington was his chief 
assistant, the dapper and skillful Yankee, Appleton R C. Griffin. On 
March 17 Griffin dispatched a characteristically brief note to Mr, 
Lincoln: 


Mr. Moore . • • tells me that he has had some correspondeDoe with 
you in regard to your Lincoln manuscripts. I am writing this to express 
the hope that you are favorably inclined to his proposals and to give them 

official endorsement 

What he proposes seems to take account of the best interests of afl 



If the rest of the peaceful citizens of Washington was shattered 
by the baying of ghostly hounds; if the shade of Mrs. Epimetheus 
was seen to shake her head in doleful warning; if Freedom atop the 
lantern of the Capitol was caught waving her arms in exultation and 
led three dieeis; if Father Time on “Mr. Flanagans Clock* v^txed 
F.iihii Vedder s Minerva tiirough the dusty galleries of die Library; 
if there were si^ and wonders of one sort or another, the press, 
mindful of a duty to prevent general alarums, ignored th^ utte^. 
Indeed, the people at large were deliberately kept in ignorance; 

darkness obscured excitement tension, and event; ™e 
papered whisper was a memorandum feom Moore to the chief of the 

Mail Division on May 6: 
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FImsc h*ve wagon at Mr. Robert T. Lincoln s house, 3014 N 
N.W,, for se\'en trunks trf papers to be delivered unopened to the 

ManuKript IXviskm. 

The wagon should be there at nine o’clock tomorrow . . . . 

This historic document bears a penciled endorsement: “8 trunks 
received.’’ The following day the Acting Librarian of Congress, 
CriflSn, fonnaUy instructed Moore: 


The Fapen of Abraham Lincoln, belonging to the Hon. Robert T. 
I have been deposited in the Library under the following condi- 

tions: 


1. The fact that the Papers are in the Librarv' is to be kept from 
the public. 

2 . One of the officials of die Library is to examine and arrange them 
imfW the direction of Mr. Lincoln. 

3 . The papers are to be consulted on^' after permission has been 
granted by Mr. Lincoln. 


Memoranda in die files account for the return of all of the trunks 
and the tranter of the Lincoln papers to other containers. On May 
13 Mr. Fitzpatrick informed Theodore Wesley Koch, chief of the 
Order Division and the officer responsible for registering all acces- 
sioDS to die cdlections: 


Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, 3014 N Street, N.W., has deposited in the 
Manuscript Division eight toinks, full of papers of Abraham Lincoln, 

dating frm 1834 to 1865. 

Ihis is for your official informatitm but no official record is to be 
of this deposit; no mention, official or otherwise, is to be made of it; 
and DO receipt is to be sent. Mr. Griffin has acknowledged the papers in a 
note to Mr. linodn, wfakfa states the conditions, which are, generally, 
that die puUic is not to be informed diat the papers are here; that they 
are to be examined and arranged by an official of the Library, under the 

direction of Mr. l i nooln ; and diat no one is to be permitted to see 
without hii pennissioiL 


Having satisfied himself diat the papers had been delivered to 
tbe Libr^ without public detection, Lincoln went off to Manches- 
ter for the summer, and on October 17 diree residents of Chicago 
witnessed his last will and testament The second clause of that in- 
strument contained this statement: 
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1 nave neretotore deposited m the LIBRARY OF CONGRESS in said 
city of Was^gton, to be there kept for me temporarily, subject to my 
order, certain manuscripts and papers of, or relating to, my father, 
Abraham Lincoln. Such of said manuscripts and pap^ as I shall not 
have withdrawn firom such custody before my death, I hereby give and 

bequeath to the GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES to be 
kept and preserved in said LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 


Conspicuously absent is any requirement to impoimd or dose the 
papers. If he were to die without revoking or amending the bequest, 
the papers of Abraham Lincoln would immediately become avail- 
able to the American people. In the light of later transactions this 
indication of purpose is particularly interesting. 

A few months later, specifically on March 20, 1920, Moore wrote 
to Mr. Lincoln: 


Can you not now remove "the injunction of secrecy” in regard to the 
Library having the Lincoln Papers? I do not mean diat you shall allow 
th em to be consulted, but simply aUow us to announce in the coming 
Annual Report— which will not be ready until the autumn-that you have 
given the papers to the Library. 

We are getting news of various letters from Lincoln to his many cor- 
respondents; and if we should make known the fact that we have the 
body of the papers here, it would make it e a s ier to get die oudying 

papers. 


Perhaps Lincoln actually demurred, perhaps he sigoified refusal 
by ignoring the requests but he was a frequent visitor at the Library 
in those days and had ample opportunity to make his wishes known. 
Sometimes he would come to pore over the cards on which one o£ 
his secretaries had compiled a partial list of Lincoln autographs, 
sometimes to observe Fitzpatrick’s progress on a catalogue. As tt 
turned out, Mr. Fitzpatrick’s chore did not last very long; he covered 
less than 10 per cent of die collection before he was permanent^ 


diverted from it. i w u 

From time to time Moore wrote to Lincoln. For example, on teo- 

niarv 21 1921 he corrected a misapprehension concerning the first 

^vo drafts of the Gettysburg Address; and on 

asked for information concerning the Journal 


had sought to borrow froi 


many yeais before 
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r6pli6S were received they do not now constitute a part of the ar- 
chives of the Library. 

In the months after the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial on 
May 30, 1922, something transpired, which impelled Lincoln to a 
new decision concerning the security of the documents in the Li- 
brary, and on January 23, 1923, he signed a deed of gift of manu- 
scripts and private papers of President Lincoln by his son, Robert 
Todd Lincoln ” Carefully drawn in the office of Nlessrs. McKenney 
& Flannery, Washington attorneys, the deed reads as follows: 

I, Robert Todd Lincoln, of Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, sole surviving child of Abrahaai Lincoln and the abso- 
lute owner of all of the letters, manuscripts, documents and other original 
private papers left by my father and heretofore temporarily placed by 
me for safe keeping in the custody of the Librarian of Congress, do 
hereby give the same in perpetuity to the United States of America, 
to be deposited in the Library of Congress for the benefit of all 
of the People, upon the condition, however, inseperately connected 
with thi<; gift, that all of said letters, manuscripts, documents and other 
papers shall be placed in a sealed vault or compartment and carefully 
preserved from official or public inspection or private view until after 
the expiration of twenty-one (21) years from the date of my death. This 
condition is imposed by me because said papers contain many references 
of a private nature to the immediate ancestors of persons now living, 
which, in my judgment, should not be made public, and also much in- 
formation and matter of a historical character which I have heretofore 
authorized and permitted John G. Nicolay and John Hay to use in the 
preparation of dieir Life of my father as indicated in their Preface to 
said Life and in my letter to them of May 30th, 1893, published in 
volume one of the supplemental volumes of said work. 

The gift herein made, upon the conditions expressed, shall be binding 
upon my heirs, personal representatives and assigns. 


Having affixed his signature, and having had it witnessed by 
Bertha P. Isaacs, a notary public, Lincoln personally presented the 
document to the Librarian of Congress. If he offered any explana- 
tion, he offered it in confidence, and no hint of it has ever been 
vouchsafed, but later that day Dr. Putnam wrote to him : 

I have just received from your ovm hand the deed of gift executed by 
you today of the manuscripts and private papers of President Lincolri, 
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cx>nstituting die^ oollecboii heretxrfdiie teotipoxajdty pl up^ |w yon fat 

™ Libraiy of Congress: tte present gpft WAw qq 
co ndit ion that the entire coOection be placed in a aeafad vmilt or csm- 
paitment and carefulfy preserved firoxn official or pubBe or 

private view until after the expiration of twenty-me yeans firom the 
date of your death. 

In behalf of the United States of America, to whom die moa^ 

1 accept the gift with foil imderstanding, apprecjatkin, and aooeplanoe 
of the conditiOQ inseparably connected with it. 

With profound sat^action at the definiteness of diis actkm ... 

The deed, of course, superseded die second article of Mr. Lin- 
coln s will, and in obedience to its provisions, all work on die peqpeas 
ceased instantly. By February 5 Moore was able to jepmt to the 
Librarian: 


All the Lm<x>1n papers are now in six specially made cases, sealed and 
deposited in lock^ compartment No. 19, third floor, Maanscad^ Divi- 
sion [Nordi Curtain, second floor. Main Building], to remain untoadied 
until the conditions governing them are fulfilled. 

A list of the contents of each case will be famished for die librarian's 
file. 

Tn view of the fact diat diese papers are not to be opened until 
twenty-one years after the death of Mr. Robert Lincoln, ha s the Lihraiwi 
any suggestions to make as to the special marking of the cases? At present 


they have no mark indicating that the conteirts are linoohi papers. 


that die labels should 


PAPERS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Civen by Hon. Robert T. linooln 
with proviso that they are 
ftot to be opened 

iirirti twenty-one years after his death, 
list of contents in Manuscript Division 


The -who sealed Nicolay s manil a envelopes and bored bt^ 

in die sides of die cases to admit a ciiculatioii of air sHU lememliera 
the fiffuie of John Fitzpatrick leaning ovar him and making 
that Oie work was properly done. The catalogue cards were padmd 

along with the papacs. 
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Now Lincoln's action was entirely consonant with his lifelong 
purpose to avoid personal injury. Had it been known and perfectly 
understood, the consternation and v^dld surmise which followed 
upon the announcement of cloture might have been reduced. His 
motive certainly would have been universally respected. But he was 
so uncommunicative, so reluctant to discuss his personal feelings, so 
accustomed to reliance upon his own judgment that it is doubtful 
whether he realized the interpretations which would be placed upon 
it* The laconic account, published in the Librarians report for the 
fiscal year 1923, did little to allay suspicion : 

The Abraham Lincoln papers, given by his son, Hon. Robert Todd 
Lincoln, are the most important accession of the year. These papers have 
been in the Library as a deposit since 1919, but no announcement was 
permitted until the gift was completed by Mr. Lincoln. The papers will 
not be opened to inspection imtil 21 years after his death. These are the 
papers used by Mr. Nicolay and Mr. Hay in preparing their Life of Abra- 
ham Lincoln. The collection having been examined closely by such com- 
petent writers, may contain little unpublished material calculated to 
change estimates of men or manners. In any case, however, its preservation 
in the National Library, in association widi the papers of 18 of our Presi- 
dents, is completely fitting; and Mr. Robert Lincoln’s now final action in 
the matter has been most welcome. 

When the ‘‘son of Lincoln, 82,” returned to his “palatial capital 
home” in November 1925, the Washington Sunday Star marveled 
that there was “no record of a single utterance, either spoken or 
permed by him, on the subject of Abraham Lincoln.” 

He led a regular life in Aose days, following a fixed routine. His 
affairs were in admirable order. In 1919 he had “established trust 
funds in favor of their two daughters, in the amount of approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 each, partly in order to save the trouble of draw- 
ing checks for their mondily allowances.” His investments were 
sound. He was still a director of the Pullman Company. Physically 
he was in enviable condition also. He had had to abandon golf at 
eighty, but during the last fifteen years he had not suffered organic 
trouble of any land. His old friend, Robert M. Janney, of Phila- 
delphia, had died, but those other companions of the Ekwanok hnks, 

Horace G. Young and George H. Thacher, survived in the Lincoln 
foursome. 
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On January 16, 1926 he adverted to a habitual interest when he 
v\Tote to Dr. Putnam: 



ring to a certain deed executed by me under date of January 23, 
1923, wherein I made a gift to the Library of Congress of all the letters’ 
manuscripts, documents, and other original private papers left to me 
by my father and owned by me at the time of maldng said deed, upon 
the condition, however, that all of said letters, manuscripts, documents 
and other papers should be placed in a sealed compartment and pre- 
serv’ed from official or public inspection xmtil twenty-one years from 
the date of my death: — 

It is now my desire to modify the condition of the above deed with 
regard to inspection of these papers, and I do hereby modify it, so as to 
give access to said papers to my wife, Mary Ilncoln, and to vest in her 
powder and authority at any time during her life or imtil the expiration 
of the twenty-one years from my death to grant a permit to examinpi 
said papers to any person or persons who, in her judgment and discretioii, 
should have permission to make such an examination. 

And I hereby further modify said deed of gift so as to give the Li- 
brarian of the Library of Congress power and authority to have made a 
complete index of said letters, manuscripts, documents, and other private 
papers to the end that their safety may be preserved against the time 
when they shall be opened to die public. 

Lincoln’s note was delivered by his attorney, Norman B. Frost, on 
January 26, and Putnam responded that he was “happy promptly to 
accept” the change of terms. The following morning the Librarian 
informed Moore diat when “an arrangement preliminary to an index 
should hav’e proceeded far enough to make an inspection ... by 
him worth-while in seardi of material on Mrs. [Abraham] Lmcoln,” 
Frost “w’ould be glad to be advised and would come here, with an 
authorization from Mrs. Robert Lincoln, for the purpose. Vi^ithin a 
week the Librarian informed Frost that “such progress with the 
identification of the items” in the collection had been made that it 
might be profitable for him to make his inspection at any time. 
Instead of coming himself. Frost’s associate, Frederic N. Towers, 
appeared, accompanied by Miss Katherine Helm, who was then en- 
gaged in ^vriting her Mary, Wife of Lincoln. They found almost no 

relevant material, but the visit seems to have been the only authon- 

M. 1 nanprs while the dotuTC was in 
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force. For a time work on the organization of the collection was re- 
newed. On June 13 a strangely garbled story appeared in the New 
York Times, from which some subsequent confusion may be as- 
sumed to have stemmed : 

Robert T. Lincoln, 90-year-old son and sole surviving descendant of 
the Civil War President, has let it be known that the mysterious trunkful 
of Lincolniana which he recently presented to the Congressional Library 
contains nothing for hunters of unprinted historical matter to get excited 
about— nothing, in fact, that has not already been published. 

Mr. Lincoln, who has steadfastly refused to discuss the trunk’s con- 
tents, still refuses to talk; but he has whispered enough into the ears 
of the Congressional Library to quiet the heart palpitations of those 
Lincoln enthusiasts who have known of the trunk and have spent their 
good time, their good money and the good influence of wealthy and 
social friends in an effort to get a peep into the chest while it was in 
Mr. Lincoln’s possession. 

The trunk has been a great mystery. There has been a belief that in 
particular it contained data having to do with Lincoln’s ancestry or 
private family affairs. The son, it has been hinted, was keeping it all 
quiet for fear of the explosion that might follow its release. 

Energetic writers have camped on the Robert T. Lincoln doorstep, 
confident of their ability to gaAer in this greatest of all Lincoln scoops. 
But they have got nowhere. Money, they were told, could not buy the 
trunk, and the contents were destined to disappear with the last of the 
Lincolns. There has been nothing much else in the Lincoln hne to unearth 
and this quest has been imabatedly pursued. 

Lord Chamwood before he completed his ‘Abraham Lincoln” heard 
of the trunk, and, through the British Embassy at Washington, appealed 
to Mr. Lincoln to tell him of its contents. He was courteously informed 
that Mr. Lincoln did not wish to go into the matter. William A. Barton 
[i.e., William E. Barton], another biographer, also urged Mr. Lincoln, 
it is said, to make the contents public, but met with no favorable response. 

This Spring Mr. Lincoln surprised the world by calling the express- 
man and sending the trunk to the Congressional Library, with the proviso 
that under no circumstances was the trunk to be opened before twenty- 
five years had elapsed after his death. But he vouchsafed the suspense- 
relieving information that the writings have all been published and that 
there is nothing for anyone to keep awake about. StiU there are some vsho 
cannot understand the twenty-five-year tie-up, and these will watchfully 
await the expiration of the period. 

For reasons tinknown this report went unchallenged. Had Lincoln 
from his home in Manchester issued a prompt correction, pointing 
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out that these were the White House papers, and that, in conse- 
quence, the skeletons in the family closet were excluded by defini- 
tion, much of the legend which came to cling about the collection 
might permanently have been uprooted. But there were no vigorous 
contradictions. After all, only Robert Lincoln could have made 
them, and it is always possible that he never saw the article, for in 
his youth he had made no bones about the business. Lincoln was in 
“feeble health.” On Sunday, July 25, he went for a ride in his auto- 
mobile, dined ^vith his family in good spirits, and went upstairs with 
his valet and to bed. The next morning, when the butler entered the 
room, carrying Mr. Lincoln’s breakfast on a tray, he found him dead. 
The immediate cause was determined to have been a cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

The Rutland Daily Herald editorialized: “In the national treasury 
in Washington is a trunk filled with matter relating to President 
Lincoln which his son presented to the nation. Under the terms of 
the gift the box cannot be opened vmtil fifty years from now and 
there are many who think that Mr. Lincoln may have left his per- 
sonal memoirs of his father among die collection.” From the Library 
of Congress was issued a misleading statement in answer to tele- 
phone inquiries from die press: “Dining his lifetime Robert Lincoln 
modified his restrictions relating to the time limit during which the 
Lincoln papers . . . were to be closed to the public. But die collec- 
tion is s^ closed to the pubhc and the papers are held like odier 
closed collections.” This led to some embarrassment and the Librar- 
ian’s report for that year noted firmly: “The death of Mr. Robert T. 
Lincoln has made no change in the condition which he, during his 

lifetime, attached to the gift of the papers.” 

The son of Lincoln was gone, but he had fulfilled his promises, he 
had protected his father’s fame; he had done what he had supposed 
was acceptable, right, considerate. He had built monuments ovm 
the graves of Thomas Lincoln and his wife Nancy Hanks. He had 
given his father’s home in Springfield to the state of Illinois and fl 
had become a national shrine. He had contributed a thousand dol- 
lars toward the beautification of the park in Hodgenville, Kentudy 
where he had once attended the unveiling of a statue. It saic 
that no matter where he rode, the itinerary always included a tun 
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around the temple on the Mall, and that as the car approached the 
steps he would call to the chauffeur, Stop the carriage, stop the car- 
riagel” and looking up at that luminous, brooding figure, he would 
exclaim, “Isn’t it beautiful?” And the Lincoln papers-had not some- 
one called them an “intangible memorial”? 
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Doomed for a Certain Term 


F or twenty-one years the American pubeic was a tifwarted 
Pandora. Private curiosity turned to general speculation, won- 
der gave way to conjecture, study was almost quite forsaken in favor 
of prophecy, and, in some quarters, with amazing disregard of con- 
trary evidence, chicanery was not only permitted but approved. 
The sober division between the Lincoln fundamentalists who repu- 
diated Herndon as an apostate and the assured but usually temper- 
ate modernists who could take him or leave him alone widened to a 
permanent rift, and this unhappy but basic disagreement encour- 
aged the emergence of those forlorn and solitary racketeers who 
preyed upon credulity and common sense. Documents, long proved 
spurious, received fresh currency and acceptance. Only the univer- 
sality of Abraham Lincoln explained the phenomenon, for his com- 
patriots in every generation were conscious of an intuitive kinship to 
him which transcended learning and surpassed intelligence. 

Of course the extent to which the conditions surrounding the Lin- 
coln papers pet se produced or provoked confusion must await the 
careful measurements of a social historian, but it is certain that they 
were principal contributors and that they provided both excitement 
and charm. Every anniversary elicited references to them, accom- 
panied by hints of questionable motive and dark design. The press, 
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radio, and the book trade were forever stirring the leaves of 
secrecy, and forever enjoying the exercise, but without ever risking 
the loss which discovery would bring to the pleasurable pastime. In 
all of this they were abetted by the attitude of the ofiBcers of tiie 
Library of Congress, who, from the ^ rery beginning, adopted a poUcy 
of belittling the importance of the collection. Perhaps the purpose 
was avoidance of foreseeable pressures and hopeless correspond- 
ence, but two days after Robert Lincoln’s death Moore informed a 
reporter of the Ecening Star “that there was nothing of historic in- 
terest in the papers that had not abready been given to the public by 
John G. Nicolay and John Hay in their biography of Lincoln.” He 
added the further interpretation that “Mr. Lincoln was loath to have 
the papers put on public view for many years, fearing that they 
might become the object of commercialization by irresponsible writ- 
ers.” Perhaps he had forgotten (if he had ever known) the fact tiiat 
some of the “prestige pieces” had been exhibited at tiie Chicago 
Historical Society at the time of the Lincoln Centennial Celebration. 

What would have been reprehensible, had it not been imwitting, 
was the failure of the Library ever to announce Mr. Lincoln’s ex- 
pressed reason for ^vithholding the papers: “This condition is im- 
posed bv me because said papers contain many references to the 
immediate ancestors of persons now living” ; but, although the U- 
brary freelv and frequently supplied inquirers with copies of the 
deed of gift, the complete text, including diis explanation, s^ms not 
to have been published until Mr. Arthur &ock sent it to e ^ 
York Times a few months before the collection was released. Unable 

,0 understand, people grumbled. Aw^e ot the “““f 

thorized version, realists deplored the acbon o o orlier. felt 
in locking up for a long period the Lincoln manuscripts. Others felt 

so careless of fiduciary ms^^^ 

and Trust Company, coesecutor with Mary Lmcoln of the estate at 
Robert T. Lincoln: 

i. nf Isist wfll sud testaitiept of Robert 

Referring to paragraph secon in Ae library of Congress 

T. Lincoln, wherein he ^ ^^ting to his Ser. Prcsidenl 

of certain manuscripts and papers ot or relating w 


112 



DOOMED FOR A CERTAIN TERM 


T .{nmln^ and makes gift to the Library of such of those papers and 
manuscripts as shall not have been withdrawn before his death. 

This is formally to advise you that prior to his death and subse<jucnt 
to the execution of his will in October, 1919, by deed of gift he pre- 
sented all of the papers and manuscripts in question to the Library 
upon certain conditions respecting their being opened to public inspec- 
tion, etc. Hence, so far as the Library is concerned, the ^t referred to 
having been completed by Mr. Lincoln in his lifetime, nothing now 
remains to be done by his Executors with reference to said paragraph 
second of his wilL 

On Abraham Lincoln’s one hundred and nineteenth birthday, 
February 12, 1928, an article on the papers published in the Wash- 
ington, D.G., Sunday Star, contained these statements: 

Certain provisions have been made, however, in accordance with Mr. 
Lincoln’s \^1I, whereby some of the papers can be examined by qualified 
students seeking for keys to the charactw of the Emancipator. Th ey can 
be used only to furnish background. They cannot be quoted, or any 
inkling given of their contents. 

They will make no change, it is imderstood, in the broad outlines of 
the accepted figure of Lincoln. The intimate details which they contain, 
however, will give a sharper picture of his thinking processes and his 
reactions to the men and events of his time. 

After all, it is not the actual Lincoln manuscripts in the collection 
which are expected to prove of the greatest value to historians, but the 
letters to him, ftom persons all over me country and in all wallu of life- 
His replies to some of these letters have been kno^vn for years, but will 

mean much more whra the original communications can be placed 
alongside them. 

It was unfortunate that so accurate an appraisal of the character- 
istics of the collection was marred by the suggestion that the restric- 
tions on its use had been relaxed, ^drs. T .inonl n might, of course, 
grant access, but tiiere were no qualified students taking notes with 
her approval Miss Helm was the single exception. 

However, on April 16, 1928, she wrote to die Librarian of Con- 
gress: 

As you know, Mr. Lincoln has given me authority at any time during 
my life or until the expiration of twenty-one years from his death, to 
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grant a permit to examine certain papers placed in dm libraiy of Crm- 
gress imder Deed of Gift executed by him on January 23rd, 1923, to any 
person who, in my judgment, should have pennissioD to mnlcft g i ^ h an 
examination. Accordingly it is my wish that my dau^ter, Mrs. Maty 
Lincoln Isham, should have permission to examine said papers at any 
time during her lifetime. 


Dr. Putnam at once recorded this authorization. 

On December 18 of that year he received an inquiry from Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butier: 


Can ym conveniently let me know tiie date, or the approximate date, 
when the late Robert T. Lincoln sent to the library of Congress a box 
or trunk containing a collection of femily papers, with the prescription 
that they should not be opened for a number of years, I think it was fifty. 

I am trying to reconstruct the story of a discussion which I had with 
bim over those papers, and a reminder of this particular date will hel^ me. 

Dr. Putnam referred the request to John Franklin Jameson, the 
eminent historian who had succeeded Charles Moore. Dr, Ja me s on s 
memorandum sought to be precise: 


The T material was originally received in the Manuso^ Div^ 

Sion May 8, 1919, widi the stipulation tirat it was to be examined and 
arranged under the direction of Mr. Robert Todd Lincoln and to be 
consulted only by permission of Mr. Lincoln, and not to be opo^ to 
pu^ i^tion iSa twenty-one (21) years after the death of Mr. 

Lincoln, namely 1947. Mr. Lincoln died July 26, 1926. ^ 

In accordance with a deed executed January 23, 19^ this Lmc^ 
material (origi^y deposited) was turned oyer to 4e labraiy as a gi^ 
and on January 16, 1926, a modification of this deed pve ao^ to 

-anv>rson or persons who, in her judgment and discreUon, should have 
permission to make such an examination. 

Dr. Putnam forwarded Dr. Jameaon-s rq^ to Dr. Bu tew ^ 
cember 20, and on the twenty-second Dr. Butler sent his admowl 

edgment: 
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sent to the Library of Congress. This accords with my own recollection 
and notes. 

It may be of interest to you to know that I had the greatest difficulty 
in inducing Mr. Lincoln to deposit these manuscripts with the Library 
of Congress, since he had fuUy made up his mind to destroy them with- 
out furSier examination by anyone. 

This exchange is especially interesting because of its discrepan- 
cies. For example, Dr. Butler speaks of a box or trunk, whereas there 
had been eight trunks; he recalls the prescript as covering a period 
of fifty rather than twenty-one years; he describes the collection as 
consisting of family papers, whereas they might readily have been 
ascertained to be the papers of Abraham Lincoln’s administration. 
Dr. Jameson, on his part, owing possibly to oversimplific ation, sug- 
gests that the condition of a twenty-one-year cloture was imposed 
by Robert Lincoln at the time of the original deposit, specifically in 
May 1919, whereas it was not imposed until he executed the deed of 
gift in January 1923. Finally, Dr. Butler replies that the statement 
accords with his own recollection and notes, and for the first time 
mentions the fact that he had induced Robert Lincoln to place the 
papers in the Library. Because of futiure statements concerning the 
history of the gift, these details are not without significance. 

The Library continued its policy of playing down the importance 
of the papers. On February 13, 1929, the New York Times, under a 
Washington date line of the day before and the heading “Dr. Put- 
nam Doubts if the Lincoln Chests in Congress Library Hold Data of 
Value,” published this interview: 


Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress, today gave it as his 
opinion tiiat the five sealed chests of Lincouiiana willed to the Library 
by the Emancipator’s son contain nothing important enough to alter the 
general historical record of the martyred President. 

Except under certain conditions, according to the deed of gift the 
chests are not to be opened until 1947, which will mark the twenty-first 
anmversary of Robert Todd Lincoln’s death. 

“Although I have never seen the contents of these chests and may 

never five to see them,” Eh. Putnam said, “I don’t believe they contain 

the kind of material that will cause us to change or condition our attitude 
toward President Lincoln. 

“My reason for saying this is the knowledge that all these documents 
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have been seen by two of Lincoln’s biographers, Nioolay and Hay, his 
personal secretaries. Undoubtedly these men used part of maiiprial 
in writing their famous ten-volume biography. 

"Just a few months before he died Robert Lincoln changed the tprmg 
of his original bequest. He understood that there might be historians and 
biographers who needed access to these papers, and, accordingty, he 
gave us authority to open the seals under such conditions, providing that 
each inspection was authorized by Mrs. Robert Todd Lincoln who still 
lives. 

To date no member of the library sta£F has seen the contents of these 
chests, and unless a request comes from Mrs. Lincoln, it is probable 
that they will rem ain unopened and unread until 1947. 


This provides a striking example of the admixture of fact and 
fiction which always attended any attempt to discuss the Lincoln 
papers. The New York Times, of course, is a most distinguished 
newspaper with the highest standards of reportorial accuracy, and 
yet it is almost inconceivable that Dr. Putnam, one of die most as- 
tute and informed men ever to hold public office, could possibly 
have made the statements here attributed to him. It may be quib- 
bling to complain that the headline is misleading, but there is noth- 
ing in die text of the interview to justify it Admittedly Dr. Putnam 
w’as, in his usual modest way, deprecsitoiy, but when he expressed 
his doubts that the papers contained material likely “to change or 
condition our attitude toward President Lincoln, he was almost 
certainly replying to the scandalmongers and sensationalists who 
were always prepared to suspecA the worst of anyone. He realized 
fuUv as he remarked, that “part” of the papers had been appropri- 
ate to the uses of Nicolay and Hay and that they had examined the 
remainder, but he did not question their total signifi^c*, or ^ 
fact that they were subject to interpretations not previously pla^ 
upon them. He knew that the controlling instrument w^ not a 
quest because he knew that the provisions of Robert Lincolns will 

had been voided by his deed of gift Finally, he was perferfy as^ 
that the modifications of the deed had not bestow^ any disoehon 
on the Ubraiy beyond the direction to make an indei. Mis. Unoom 

held the power of access and she held it tight 

On at kast one occasion the Ubiaiy tried to pj^ on Mm. 
I inmsln to authorize an exception in favor of the sdwlai who had 
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been selected by the editors of the Dictionar)’ of American Biog- 
raphy to prepare the sketch of Abraham Lincoln. She uTOte to 
Dr, Jameson from Manchester on JiJy 22, 1929: 

I regret exceedingly that I cannot comply with the request contained 
in your letter of the 12th instant; but my opinion as to what I con and 
should do in the circumstances is so definitely fixed that I find it necessary" 
to refuse to Professor Randall the permission he seeks to examine the 
papers of President Lincoln lately deposited under conditional Deed of 
Gift, in the Library of Congress. 

In the first place, as you are aware, Mr. Lincoln, for reasons satis- 
factory to himself, sa>v fit to surround the gift of his father s papers with 
the condition that they should not be made public until t\vent\'-one years 
after his (Mr. Lincolns) death; and, during his lifetime subsequent to 
this gift, he never saw fit to change this condition or to give to anyone 
any special permission or privilege in respect to them. Needless to say, he 
was often importuned in this regard. His giving to me of authority to ap- 
point an individual who might inspect the documents w as for a special 
purpose only and was the subject of an understanding between us. 

Secondly, since his death I have felt it incumbent upon me to cany 
out his every wish, so far as it is within my power to do so; and, naturally 
I suppose, I feel that as he saw fit to impose a condition upon the place- 
ment in the Library of these papers, it is for me only to see that this con- 
dition shall be observed. In short, I have followed what was his practice 
during his lifetime— that of refusing to each and every one alike the 
privilege of seeing the documents; and I cannot at this time consistently 
make an exception in the case of Rrofessor Randall, meritorious though I 
believe his claim to be and much as I would like to comply with your ver\' 
courteous request. 

It is my sincere hope that you and the Librarian will understand the 
position I take in this matter. 

There was no appeal from this, and Dr. Putnam hastened to re- 
assure Mrs. Lincoln; “We entirely imderstand the scruples which 
you have heen so considerate as to explam, and now that we have 
your explicit decision in this case, we can avoid submitting others 
to you.” “The special purpose” which was the subject of an under- 
standing between Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln has never been disclosed. 
But rumors of a lowering of the bars, emanating perhaps from the 
Times story, were put in circulation. Typical of other inquiries was 
a letter from the Rev. Dr. William E. Barton, a noted Lincoln 
student, addressed to Dr. Jameson on November 16, 1929: 
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I have this minute a letter from Lexington, Kentudcy, stating diet Mn. 
Helm, sister of Mrs. Abraham Lincolzi, said to my mrw M pf Mlffi f 

Mrs. Robert Lincoln had determined to permit Lincoln stuorabito haw 
access to the Robert Lincoln papers. Is this correct? 


Dr. Jameson had to disabuse his hope: 


^^^lat you have been told about Mrs. Robert T. Lincoln is die reveiae 
or correct. I made an application, in a capital instance, not voy l«>g ago, 
and she replied emphatically, though expressing regret, that she cod* 
sidered herself bound not to give any access to the papers. 


There the matter stood for a number of years. It became 
fashionable in some circles to scoS at the prospect of enlighten- 
ment But those who attempted to reconcile this view with the ob- 
vious fact that some purpose other than pure perversity must 
account for Robert Lincoln’s action found themselves oonfrmted 
with tantalizing fears that there must be something there wfaidi 
would e.xtend Ae boundaries of their knowledge. Then in January 
1936 the American Historical Review published a paper read, in 
part, two years before at a joint session of the American Historical 
Association and the Mississippi VaUey Historical Assodatitm. The 
work of Professor James G. Randall, of the University of lUinms, 
one of the most learned men ever to apply genius to the Qvil War 
period, it asked the question, “Has the Lincoln Theme Been Ex- 
hausted?” and proceeded systematically, cog«idy, and convincingly 
to answer with a thvmdering negative: 



The general reader, vaguely aware of the multitude of lincoh wnti 
or the historian who had specialized elsewhere, might suppose^^t 
Lincoln theme has been sufficiently developed. If, however, one finds 
in the sources there is both spadework and refining work to be don^ that 
the rnain body of Lincoln manuscripts is closed to reseai^ mat no 
definitive edition of the works is to be had, that genuine Uncoln do^ 
ments are continuaUy coming to light while false ones r^iye 
credence, and that collateral studies beanng up<m Lincob m 
steadily developed, then any conclusion as to the exhaustion of the theme 

- *he Uncoln papcn in 

Wnrics! These naoers. partly personal and partly official, were 
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for a long tune in the possession of Robert Todd Lincoln. They ha\'e been 
physically in the Library of Congress as a deposit since 1919, where the\' 

occupy 126 boxes. . • . 

Though the papers are sealed, certain facts concerning them are knou n. 
It is evident that the only biographers of Lincoln \\ ho have used them 
are Nicolay and Hay, by whom they are edited under the incorrect title 
Abraham Lincoln: Complete Works. It is also possible on the basis of 
existing evidence to generalize concerning the main contents of the col- 
lection. Mr. J. C. Fitzpatrick, who as assistant Chief of the Di\lsion of 
Manuscripts in the Library of Congress attended to the boxing of the 
papers, states diat they contain about ten or bvelve thousand pieces dating 
from 1834 to Lincoln s death, and that about one sixth or one seventh are 
Lincoln autographs. Over 99 per cent of these autographs, he writes, ha\'e 
been printed by Nicolay and Hay, but he adds that the value of the col- 
lection lies in the great mass of letters to Lincoln, These not only clarify 
the Lincoln side of the correspondence, but are further useful as contain- 
ing endorsements and jottings in Lincoln’s hand. The little checking that 
he was able to do showed that the texts of Nicolay and Hay ‘Vere ac- 
curate and [that] they were not guilty of omissions.” He further states, 
however, that they were ‘"too close to the emotional boilings of the Civil 
War,” and that they had the partisan attitude. 

As to the manner of Nicolay and Hay as editors a fair criticism can now 
be given without awaiting the unsealing of the Robert Lincoln collection, 
since many of the Lincoln originals are in open collections, such as those 
of McCleUan, Welles, Stanton, and Johnson, while most of the Lincoln 
items owned by collectors, dealers, and libraries elsewhere are also open 
to historical examination. Comparisons betvv^een the originals and the 
printed versions show that the secretarial biographers did not seek to 
reproduce the originals as they were, but rather to “edit” them in the 
broader sense in order to achieve a certain formal correctness of the 

printed edition. They adhered, in brief, to the older canons of historical 
editing. 

This manifesto, coming from a recognized authorit}% constituted 
one of the most brilhant statements and by all means the most 
thoughtful forecast of the inevitable influence which the opening 
of the Lincoln papers would exert. To the conserv'atives, the gay 
deceivers, and the old pretenders the assertion that earlier studies 
might have to be revised, discarded, or discredited came as a shock 
and a surprise. To investigators impatient to publish the result of 
long, painstaking, and ingenious research it brought disappointment 
for the reason that it imposed on scholarship the choice of delay 
or only partial pronouncement. Even the prominent Emanuel Hertz, 
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whose enthusiasm and energy demanded consideration, was KhAIpi^ 
and hastened to express concern. He wrote: 

In an arbde by Prof. Randall, Prof. Randall states in «lisnic«ang 
Lincoln papers in the library of Congress, that the papers turned over by 
Robert Lincoln occupied 126 boxes and he recites for bis audioiity the re- 
port of the Librarian of Congress for 1923, page 43. [Inddeotallv. Dr. 
Randall had made no such dtetion.] 

\Vhen you were kind enough to show me the doset in which are con- 
tained the folders containing the papers, I did not see any boxes at all, 
but simply folders, nor did I see any large collection of letters to T.inr!n1n 
of which they all speak of. ^Vhat justification is there for this statement of 
Prof. Randall? 

In 1927 Mr. Robert Lincoln told me [it must have been very late at 
night because Robert Lincoln was dead] that all of the papers he turned 
over were contained in a schedule attached to the deed of gift which we 
compared with the b\’o-volume edition of Lincoln’s Works by Nicolay and 
Hay. 1 thereafter printed a list in Volume H of my book \^Abraham 
Lincoln, a New Portrait] on pages 971 to 977 of those items which had 
not been printed. ^Vhen the list was prepared I was told that that was 
all there was to the gift of Robert Lmcoln. 

The wonderment of Hertz might easily be cleared away. The 
boxes were “manuscript boxes,” that is to say a kind of Solander 
case in which tmbound papers are stored. These may have been 
the objects which he had seen ranged behind a locked midosuie. 
It is certain that he had never seen the papers themselves. As for 
the “schedule” which had been furnished him by Norman B. Frosh 
one of Robert Lincoln’s attorneys, and which he had printed in 
1931 , it may have been based on one of the informal and woefully 
incomplete lot inventories compiled by Messrs. Sweet and Schu- 
macher, of the Pullman Company, at some time prior^to 19 W, or 
upon Robert Lincoln’s own list of Lincoln “autographs.” The ind^ 
whidi Mr. Fitzpatrick had imdertaken had not progressed beyond 
the first eleven boxes. But the fact remained that Mr. Hertz, like 
the host of other supposedly informed Lincoln students, was com- 
pletely unaware of the extent and general composition of that vast 

collection of source materials. ^ 

Although there was much to be learned and much to be retote^ 

there were persistent mysteries which would not be dismissed. 
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Another was added in April 1937, when The Collector, A Magazine 
for Autograph and Historical Collectors, published a letter from a 
correspondent, whose name was withheld, to William Romeyn 
Benjamin, the proprietor of that jotimal : 

Mr. X, who formerly lived in Albany, N,Y., but died a few \ears ago 

in Greenwich, Corm., told me the following: r i 

He was an intimate friend of Robert Lincoln, the son of Abraham 
T and he and Mr. Lincoln were accustomed to spend part of each 

summer together. A few years before Mr. Lincoln s death Mr. X went as 
usual to visit him at Mr. Lincoln’s home in northern N. Y. (or N. H.?) . On 
arriving at the house he found Mr. Lincoln in a room surrounded by a 
number of large boxes and with many papers scattered about the floor, and 
with the ashes of many burned papers visible in the fireplace. Mr. X asked 
Mr. Lincoln what he was doing, and Mr. Lincoln replied that he was 
destroying the private letters of his father Abraham Lincoln. Mr. X at once 
remonstrated with Mr. Lincoln and said that no one had any right to de- 
stroy such papers, Mr. Lincoln least of all. Mr. Lincoln replied that he did 
not care and intended to continue his destruction— since the papers he was 
destroying contained the documentary evidence of the treason of a mem- 
ber of Lincoln’s cabinet, and he thou^t it best for all that such evidence 
be destroyed. 

Mr. X told me this incident just a few years before Robert Lincoln died. 

I wonder how much history was lost because of this remarkable action. 

Mr. X was subsequently identified as Horace Gedney Young, the 
Albany banker, who was one of the “Lincoln foursome" at Man- 
chester, and who died in 1933. The anonymity of The Collector’s 
correspondent likewise disappeared when it became known that he 
was Mr. Frederick Coykend^, a well-known collector and president 
of the Columbia University Press. Before very long Mr. CoykendaU 
wrote to Mr. Benjamin again: 

The publication of the incident . . . has had an interesting aftermath. 
. . . ^^^e dining at die house of Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler . . . ref- 
erence was made to the article . . . whereat Dr. Butler said: “I remem- 
ber the incident very well for I was there at the time. Mr. Young came 
over to my hotel gready agitated, and told me of Mr. Lincoln’s action. 
The following morning I went to see Mr. Lincoln and told him he had 
no right to destroy such papers. There was still one trunk full of papers 

not destroyed and I persuaded Mr. Lincoln to send that trunk to the Con- 
gressional Library." 
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Dr. Butler s version of tibe incident was told at firsthand in a letter 
he wrote to Emanuel Hertz on November 5, 1937: 

It was Mr. Horace G. Young, then at Manchester, Vermont, who 
twought to my attention within a few hours after I arrived from Europe 
the fact that Robert Lincxiln was about to bum a coUecticm of his father’s 
papers, and that he, Mr. Youn^ had been unable to persuade him not to 
do so. I went immediately to his house and had a most earnest dismicrinn 
of the whole subject with Mr. Lincoln in his library. I went so far as to 
insist that die papers did not belong to him, since his fadier had belonged 
to the country for half a century and the papers dierefore belonged to 
the country also. Robert Lincoln finally acceded to my earnest and in- 
sistent request for the preservation of the papers and sent thpm imdpr 
seal to the Library of Confess, there to r emain unopened fcff fif^ years. 

Once again Dr. Butler had rescued a single trunk whereas Mr. 
Young had spoken of a number of large boxes; again he had placed 
the period of cloture at fifty years, despite the fact that his im- 
pression had heen corrected by Dr. Jamescin years before; but this 
time he had added the information diat the incidmit occurred 
“within a few hours” after his return from Europe. Young had told 
Coykendall that it transpired “a few years before Mr. Lincoln’s 
death.” Dr. Buder s referenc* to the fact tiiat Abraham Lincoln had 
belonged to the cxiuntry for half a century was not intended to be 
understood exactly; had it been, the date presumably would have 
been fixed at sometime after 1910 or 1915. Dr. Butlers letter was 
printed in The Hidden Lincoln: from the Letters and Papers of 
William H. Herdon, by Emanuel Hertz, which die Viking Ress 
published February 11, 1938. The book contained, in addition, an 
account of Young’s participation in the episode as recounted by “a 
friend.” The accoimt was presented in quotation marks and, with one 
or two minor exceptions, was a literal reproduction of CoykendalTs 
letter to The Collector. The location of Mr. Lincoln’s home was 
correcdy given this time as at Manchester, Vermont, but the strang- 
est divergence from the earlier rendering occurred in the last erf 

these two sentences; 

Mr. Young at once remonstrated with Mr. Lincoln and smd t^t no one 
had the right to destroy such papers, Mr. Lincoln least of afl. Mr. lanco 
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replied that he did not intend to continue his destruction-since the papers 
he was destroying contained the documentary evidence of the treason of 
a member of Lincoln’s Cabinet, and that he thought it best for all that 
such evidence be destroyed. 

In the previous version Mr. Lincoln was reported to have said 
that he intended to continue his destruction, now he was reported 
to have said that he did not intend to continue, and if this were so, 
how could Dr. Butler be said to have persuaded him to stop? Pre- 
sumably Mr. Lincoln had done away with the treasonable docu- 
ments before he got there. 

Contradictions by such eminently credible ^vitnesses are very 
perplexing. Less distinguished gentlemen might be supposed to 
have been confused. When Miss TarbeU read an advance copy of 
The Hidden Lincoln she wrote at once to Dr. Putnam: 


I hope you have not quite forgotten me and that you will not mind my 
asking through whose intercession the Lincoln papers came to the Library 
of Congress. 

It was some thirty or more years ago that I asked Robert Lincoln, with 
whom I had a pleasant acquaintance, to let me examine the Lincoln 
papers. He refused flatly and told me he was thinking of destroying them, 
his reason being that there were letters from associates of his father which 
if made public would give pain to the families of certain men who had 
been associated with him. He did not want to be a party to p ullin g down 
any man’s reputation. 

I remember going at once to you. You told me you were already in 

co mmuni cation with Mr. Lincoln, that you hoped to persuade him to give 

you the papers. The fact that he did so had led me to believe that- you 
succeeded. 

Now there has just appeared a book called “The Hidden Lincoln”-an 

unexpurgated cofl^on of the Herndon papers. In the Preface Mr. 

Emanuel Hertz claims that Robert Lincoln was on the point of destroying 

the papers and that it was Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler who saved them 

and persuaded Mr. Lincoln to give them to you. He publishes Dr. Butler’s 
account of the episode. 

Have you any recollection of how the papers were secured for the 
Congressional library? Is Dr. Butler after all responsible? 

I will greatly appreciate your recoUection of this matter. I have in 
manuscnpt form my account of my talk with Robert Lincoln about the 
papers. My appeal to you, my supposition that it was through your inter- 
cession that the papers were saved. I do not want to publish this in the 
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merighf if I am wrong. I shall greatly appreciate it if you will pot 

Dr* Putnams reply was dated February 4: 

I have this morning your note of yesterday. 

In connection wth it I have identified some correspondence widi yon 
in January 1917 in which you raised the question as to wheAer in a 
preface to a life of Lincoln you could appropriately mention our posses- 
sion of the Cleveland papers, and also die prospect that the T .inmln 
papers were to be deposited here; and, incidentally, whedier it would be 
inappropriate for you to suggest to Mr. Robert Lincob the desirabiliw of 
depositing them here. On January 8, 1917, 1 wrote you diat I had 
with Mr. Robert Lmcob m the matter, but had nothing in writing from 
him mdicating a definite mtention, and I added that I could see no ob- 
jection to some suggestion from you to him. 

If, however, you are now endeavormg to identify the inflnftncfis which 
had mduced his final decision, I should note that our records show ap- 
proaches to him, on behalf of &e Library, as far back as 1905, when Mr. 
Worthington Ford was Cbef of our Division of Manuscripts. The corre- 
spondence then was succeeded by coirespond^ce at mtervals later, down 
to the date (1919) when he actually made tiie deposiL As earfy as 1910 
he had pretty definitely expressed his mtention of maldng it, ex plainin g, 
moreover, that he muri delay it until an examination had been made of 
the papers for the purpose of eliminating any items that he deemed un- 
suitable for deposit in a public collecbon, 

I should therefore infer that, within his own mind, his intention became 
definite before 1917. 

I find no record of any expressions or communications to him from Dr, 
Butler. 

Dr. Putnam had overlooked the fact that he had first solicited die 
papers in 1901, at the suggestion of Miss Tarbell herselfl On Feb- 
ruary 7 Miss Tarbell thanked him for his “prompt and satisfymg 
answer,” and surmised: 

Evidently Dr. Butler found Mr. Lmcob maldng the examin ation wbdi 
he had told you he must make before tummg diem [i.e., the pap^] ovex 
to the Library. I am askmg Mr. Hertz for the date of Etr. Buder’s visit to 
Mr. Lincob, If I am able to get it I shall send it to you for your reconi 
It is a small pomt of course but sufiScient to establish the early alertness Of 

the Congressional Library m the matter. 
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Miss Tarbell was apparently unsuccessful in securing the ii - 
formation from Hertz for there is no record of the further com- 
munication which she had promised, Chronolog)', however, was no 
longer “a small point” in the history of the Lincoln papers. Dr. 
Ruder himself raised the question in a letter to Dr, Putnam, written 
November 28, 1938: 

Can you refresh my memory as to the date— I think it was in the autumn 
of 1923-that Robert T. Lincoln deposited a trunk of Lincoln papers and 
letters with the Library of Congress, not to be opened for a considerable 
time? What was the date he fi.xed for setting mem free to the public? 
When he discussed the matter with me, he had in mind to keep these 
letters from the public for fifty years, but I have a notion that he changed 
his min d and made the period a shorter one. I have been going over 
lately my correspondence with Robert Lincoln and I am trying to get 
these two dates definitely fixed. 

Dr. Putnam’s answer, dated November 30, stated, “the deposit of 
tile collection by Robert Todd Lincoln was made in 19^. The 
stipulation was to cover a certain period after his death. It still 
extends to the year 1947.” This, of course, was inaccurate; the deed 
of gift had been executed in 1923, but the deposit had been made 
four years earlier. It may be that Dr. Butler’s recollection that it had 
taken place in 1923 accounted for the confusion, but Dr. Butler 
had placed the season as the autumn, whereas the deposit was made 
in the spring and the deed was executed in the winter. 

The second Butler version, under the title, Lincoln and Son, was 
published in The Saturday Evening Post for February 11, 1939, and 
was surrounded with circumstantial detail. He had returned from 
Europe in August 1923 and gone to the hotel in Manchester to 
spend a few weeks. Immediately upon his arrival Young, greatly 
excited, had come to see him, saying, *You are the only person who 
has any influence with him. He is going to bum a lot of his father’s 
papers. For God s sake, see him at oncel” It was too late to make a 
visit that evening, but the next morning he went to HUdene to pay 
his respects, and to have a chat after a considerable absence abroad 
during which time President Harding died and Calvin Coolidge 
mcceeded to the presidency.” He found Robert Lincoln seated be- 
fore a wood fire, reading a newspaper. The morning was chilly. 
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For a time the two men talked at random, and dien Dr. 
an old-fashioned trunk, which was standing near one of tibe book* 
shelves. This prompted him to ask if Kir. Linooln were planning 
to go away. Mr. Lincoln gave him a negative answer, and Dr. Ruder 
asked for an explanation of the presence of the trunk. Robert lin* 
coin replied; “Well, it contains only some family papers which I am 
going to bum.” Dr. Butler, horrified, exclaimed “Bum your family 
papersl Why, Robert Lincoln, those papers do not belong to you. 
Your father has been the property of the nation for fifty years, and 
those papers belong to the nation. That you should destroy diem 
would be incredible. For heavens sake do 


do anything like 

that!” An excited and indeed difficult argument had ensued, lasting 
for more dian an hour. At last Mr. Lincoln capitulated: “Very well,” 
he said, “but no one must see them while I live.” Thereupon Dr. 
Butler urged bim to send die papers to the Library of Congress, 
and to a date before which ^ey” should not be opened. Mr. 
Lincoln followed his advice. Dr. Buder observed: “The letters, 
whatever they may be, are in the Library of Congress where he had 
already deposited other family papers, and are not to be opened 
until twenty-one years after Robert Lincolns death. 

Dr. Buder did not share the opinion of those who supposed that 
die T inry^ln papers “contain evidence of die charge which has since 
been made, that Secretary Stanton conspired to wreck Lincoln’s 
policies and to bring about his murder.” His own beli^ was that 
they “contain records and evidence of various happenings in Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s own life and family which it was jurt as well not to 
make public; certainly not while his son was living.” Dr. Buder 
made it dear, however, that this impression was not made on die 
basis of “any definite statement of this sort” made by Robert Lincol^ 
but he drew “the condusion both from some things which he said 

and from some things which he left unsaid. 

It would be easy to dismiss the anomaly of the year on the ground 
that Dr. Buder had been misled by Dr. Putnam’s ^r were it nd 
for other considerations. In the first place he had always assoaat^ 
the incident with his return from a trip to Europe. Be^^n ^ 
years 1917 and 1924, according to the New York 
Lder was twice abroad. He spent the summer of 1921 in London, 
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Paris, and Louvain; in 1923 he was reported as being in London 
and Cardiff in May, Glasgow and St. Andrews in June, and Paris 
and Louvain in July. Either of these dates would have been too late 
for the deposit of the corpus of the Lincoln papers in the Library, 
but the latter would have accorded with his recollection. In the 
second place, his memory of his call on Robert Lincoln was vivid, 
he had been absent for a longer period than usual, President Har- 
ding had died in August. In Ae third place. Dr. Butler discounted 
the theory that the papers which he saw contained letters from the 
Cabinet. Finally, Mr. Coykendall wrote to me on June 16, 1947: “I 
have questioned Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler about the date of 1923 
and asked him if there was any possibility of their being a mistake in 
that date since the Library had received Lincoln’s papers in 1919. He 
replied that as far as he could find out his record was correct.” 
Throughout every one of his accounts of the transaction Dr. Butler 
was definite about his having seen only one trunk, and it has been 
impossible to adjust that statement to any influence on, or relation 
with, the delivery of eight trunks in May 1919. Obviously, Mr. Lin- 
coln’s public and impulsive spirit at that time was a response to 
Charles Moore’s beguiling allusion to an “intangible memorial.” 

What, then, is to be made of the encounters of Young and Dr. 
Butler? 

In 1923 Dr. Butler was sixty-one, Mr. Young was sixty-nine, Ro- 
bert Lincoln was eighty. They were all mentally alert. Still all of 
them lived long enough to look backward, and reminiscence is an 
insidious disease, complicated by garrulity and second guessing. 
Moreover, the story of the rescue of the Lincoln papers was not 
published for more than a decade after Robert Lincoln’s death. 
It may have been subjected to some of the inseparable changes of 
time. But it is given plausibility by reason of two considerations: 
(1) Robert Lincoln’s lifelong threats to destroy the papers, and (2) 
the inviolable integrity of the narrators. It is this circumstance 
which imposes the requirement of closer scrutiny. There is another 
factor also which impels further analysis: the evolution of the story 
to a point where it bears little factual resemblance to the original. 

By way of example Emanuel Hertz, in The Hidden Lincoln, 
wrote. Before presenting them to the Library of Congress, Lincoln 
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subjected the papers to a purge ” He based bis statement on the 
accounts of Young and Dr. Butler, but it is not dear hom rifher 
that anything so ruthless as legitimately to be termed a “purge ever 
took place. Again, Mr. Philip Van Doren Stem in Afterword, a 
pamphlet which accompanied his The Man Who KiOed lAncdln 
(1939), wrote of tiie papers: 

The material in question was deposited in the Ubraiy of firwigr po ^ 
the reservation that it was not to be consulted until 1947. In thaf year, 
when these secret papers will be made public, we shall fijul out who it 
was that sat at the cabinet table betraying the President and die petmle 
he served. Perhaps we shall even be able to trace some cnnnfipHnn to the 
men who shared with John Wilkes Boodi the responsibility for the imirHfir 
of Abraham Lincoln. 


To accept any such dieory it is necessary to believe that Robert 
Lincoln was a man so vicariously patricidal as to cover up and 
shield the most outrageous perfidies of his father $ friends, while at 
the same time he despised and denied even the virtues of diose 
whom he construed to be the enemies of Abraham Lincoln’s 


mem- 


ory. Any such assumption violates what is known of Robert Lincoln’s 
character. He was sometimes petty, but disloyal he never was. 
Moreover, the poisons which were present in die papers were there 
in 1865, at the moment when the world, includmg Robert Lincoln, 
was seeking vengeance, and he knew that they were there and what 
they were. Would he dien or ever have protected conspiratms, 
accomplices, or the most remote of accessories? It is nonsense to 
suppose that he would; it is nonsense also to suppose the Lincoln 
archive a possible locus for material which would indict them. That 
would be the last place to look, for if it had ever existed, it would 
certainly have been turned over to the government for use at the 

trials. 

But treason at law, and treason, a careless word formed readfly on 
die tongue, are very different. It is conceivable that the Lincoln 
papers contained records of political treason, of confidences he- 
trayed, or ambitions to succession. There were members of^ 
Lincoln’s cabinet who were not distinguished for remarkable ^fts 
of silence, or for suppressing their love of place and power, or even 
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for personal loyalties. It is possible that Robert Lincoln deplored 
and condemned some evidence of their occasional transgressions, 
but the materials on such episodes as the Pomeroy Secret Circular 
urging the election of Salmon P. Chase in 1864, and the more than 
a thousand letters from the Cabinet which Robert Lincoln com- 
mitted to the Library are emphatic denials that he destroyed very 
much. 


Turning now to Dr. Butler s story, it is important to note that in 
his Saturday Evening Post article (subsequently reprinted in his 
autobiography, Across the Busy Years) he spoke of the imperiled 
papers as additional to, and distinguishable from, otlier papers 


already deposited in the Library of Congress. If that were so, and 
there is every reason to believe it, then Dr. Butler was duped— 


perhaps in fun, more probably from anxiety to close a debate and 
avoid future recrimination— into the supposition that Robert Lin- 
coln had acted upon his counsel, for there were no accessions to 
the Abraham Lincoln papers after the original deposit in 1919. 

It has already been said that family correspondence did not be- 
long with the ^^^te House papers, that Robert Lincoln insisted on 
a firm diflFerentiation between his father’s domestic and public life, 
and that Mrs. Abraham Lincoln flatly refused to permit her letters 
from her husband ever “to go out of her hands” because they were 
of “too private a nature.” The only letter from President Lincoln to 
his wife, which was printed in Nicolay and Hay’s edition of the 
Complete Works, is still in the collection, and although it is danger- 
ous to assume a rule from an isolated instance, it seems reasonable 
to suppose that its presence in the collection was entirely accidental. 
On the other hand, it appears to be a fact that, following his mother’s 
death, some of her letters came into Robert Lincoln’s keeping and 
that he never incorporated them with the documents of the ad- 
ministration. The letter which Robert Lincoln wrote to James 
Schouler on January 29, 1908, which was published in Volume 42 

of The Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society sub- 
stantiates this view: 


niftni come across a letter written to my mother on March 4th 

LlobOJ, at Exeter, N.H., m which he wrote to her of what he had already 
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done, and of his engagements up to and including the speech made at 
Woonsocket, R.I., on Thursday March 8th. 

But what became of this message is not known. It may survive 
among mementos owned by his descendants; it may Imve been 
confided to the flames; it seems certain that Robert Lincoln did 
actually destroy some Lincoln letters, for the family tells how his 
granddaughter, Mary Lincoln Beckwidi, once watched him as he 
threw some on the grate. Whether they were ofBcial or private was 
not disclosed. Moreover, it is generally understood that he retained 
for some time the services of Henry E. Barker, proprietor of Barker s 
art and secondhand bookstore, in Springfield, to collect for him 
letters from his mother in order that he might erase the pathetic 
testaments of her madness. There is now in the collections of die 
Illinois State Historical Library an acknowledgment which he wrote 
from Manchester to Le Grand Van Valkenburgh, of New York, on 

May 26, 1913: 

I find here your Idnd letter of a week ago upon my return firam a diort 
absence and I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness. Of course I regret 
the existence of these relics of the long years of the distoessing mrafad dK- 
order of my mother but it is idle to think of gathering them up. Hmidreds 
of them have been kindly sent to me for destruction and I am ^te sure 
that there exist still other hundreds. All that I have kno^^ are of &e Mine 
tenor- many have been printed in newspapers and catalogues; ai^ 1 
ago came to the conclusion that one could not imagine a inore hopdess 
work than an effort to coUect them or even a large fracUon of them. 

Beyond the fact that President Lincolns letters to and ^m his 
family have disappeared, and the fact that they constated a 
second small, almost infinitesimal collection, alwa)^ kept sep^ 
the release of which in Robert Lincoln’s view would have 
a proud privacy, or battered the false fa 9 ad« of ^ 

wrLched scabs from shame for infelicities ^d excesses, it is^ 

wS.^on wJt to Hfldene to toake .n inveoto.y fa 

purposes, he found no papers in to“f 

Robert Lincoln must have been mdifferent to, but 

r- i-r_ iio Tniisi* have realized 
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that his tenacity wotild only quicken the initiative of those who wc re 
enthralled by his fathers memory and resolved to penetrate the 
invisible cloak in which he had enshrouded him. No mortal man 
was ever the object of such intense and particular research as was 
Abraham Lincoln, and because the days before Washington ofiFered 
a more accessible field, the inquisitors ransacked the records of his 
forebears for diagnosis of his hormones; sought from gossip and 
idle mendacity or from veracious reminiscence and public knowl- 
edge to retrace his propulsion into national afiFairs back to un- 
pleasantness at home, amassed a thousand corroborations to clarify 
a single instance, pried open desks and drawers and neglected 
closets, dug through ancient files of newspapers and forgotten 
dockets of county courts, unearthed the manuscripts of contem- 
poraries, disputed with one another the formal tenets of his religion 
or the lack of them, compiled elaborate catalogues of his mis- 
fortunes and embarrassments, resurrected the commonplace and 
turned it into spectacle, but always moved by reverence for him 
and resolved to add understanding to honored luster. The result 
of their selfless searchmg was the discovery of those very inward- 
nesses which Robert Lincoln had hoped to hide. And now, when so 
much is known of his household, his habits, his beliefs, his intima- 
cies, the forlorn fragments of misery which Robert Lincoln ex- 
tinguished could only confirm, or remforce matters already revealed, 
analyzed, and reduced to perspective. Interesting they would be, of 
course, but they would not, in all likelihood, be substantial enough, 
or numerous enough, or startling enough to mourn. 

On the other hand, the period of the presidency, the period when 
Abraham Lincoln matured and came to being, has escaped the 
microscopic examination which has been applied to his earlier 
unexceptional career. It is because he was so much in and of his 
world that Abraham Lincoln is the foremost American. He is fore- 
most because he was tiie central, the focal character in a bruising, 
bitter, wretched, splendid moment when many men were great and 
he was greater still. He is foremost because his contemporaries made 
^ fmemost, conceded his primacy, and conferred their power and 
&em honor on him. In short, Abraham Lincoln stands alone in 
history largely because in life he stood among the people. Only 
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through them, the inhabitants of a wide, broken, angiy land, is it 
possible to find him. Their responses to him and his to them, their 
^Q^uish and his sympathies, their aspirations and hi< endeavOTs, 
their readiing out and his upholding of diem, are the strong roots 
from which his towering spirit grows. 

It is these elements which give such transcendent importance to 
the White House papers, for tiiey reflect not the wooden walls whidi 
once confined him, but the roads he traveled and the lives he 
reached. Behind were preparation and eicperience, the drudgery 
and the overcoming, die firm progression and the litde victories; 
here was struggle and evocation, the heat of issue and the hazard 
of ruin, and here was where Mr. Lincoln received his testing and 
his pro\'ing. 

Because they had die papers, Nicolay and Hay could write their 
formal history; and pardy because he had their history, and because 
he had a freedom from deadlines, and a great heart, and a deep, 
wise, generous, interpretative understanding, and a power and 
fehcity of expression, Carl Sandburg could describe the war years. 
Thus from the papers have come two monumental, imperishable 
works, radically different, but somehow inseparably associated. The 
literature of Lincoln has grown into thousand of volumes, and there 
are thousands of other monographs unhappily or happily buried in 
periodicals, newspapers, and public documents. While many are 
notable for original reseach, and many have made fresh and im- 
portant contributions, nearly all are dependent in some degree upon 
the papers as they were filtered through the han d s of the secretarial 
biographers. Yet to understand the potentials of the papers it is 
necessary always to take into account the fact that comprehensive 
and inclusive as their work was, John Nicolay and John Hay fol- 
lowed a scheme or pattern of tiieir own devising ^t ffiey were 
obliged to condense and compress, that many materials were, in 
consequence, inappropriate to their purpose, that they inade tiieir 
indi\idual accents and emphases, that they were occasionally 
strained by Robert Lincoln s taste and judgment and hobbled by 
their own unconscious inhibitions; in short, tiiat they were for^ to 
select and choose. It is such considerations as these ffiat make the 
question of integrity of the papers so pressing. 
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It has been charged (and the charges have been repeated) that 
they were purged before they were brought to the Library. From 
time to time Robert Lincoln had mentioned an intention to do away 
with them altogether. Young was reported to have made conflicting 
statements. It was known that some documents were withdrawn by 
Robert Lincoln for use as gifts. Some of these removals have al- 
ready been mentioned; to them may be added: a letter of March 9, 
1864 to Ulysses S. Grant, presenting his commission as Lieutenant 
General, accompanied by a pencil draft of General Grants accept- 
ance, which was given to General F. D. Grant on February 10, 1909; 
and a letter of September 12, 1864, to General Grant suggesting a 
concentration at Sheridan’s Camp to enable him to make a strike, 
which was sent to N. E. Merrill, of East Walpole, Massachusetts, 
for the Department of History, Phillips Academy, Exeter, New 
Hampshire, on March 9, 1909. But only once did Robert Lincoln 
take a paper from the deposit in the Library. On May 14, 1919, 
within a week of then delivery, he came in person to secure the 
draft of an address to Mr. Molina, Minister from Nicaragua. That 
was all, although shortly before his death he was contemplating 
an exchange of manuscripts for Abraham Lincoln’s watch chain 
which had come into the possession of a private collector. Added 
together these inroads cannot be considered serious. 

But Robert Lmcoln always insisted that he must submit the 
papers to a sifting. Did he carry out that intention? Perhaps he 
may have had some assistance from John G. Nicolay, or, again, he 
may have done the work himself at any time in the fourteen years 
between 1905 and 1919 when the papers were in his custody. It 
should be remembered, however, that he had only proposed to 
glean out what is useless and classify the remainder in some sort” 
Such weeding would have been unfortunate, but it would not 
necess^y have impaired the usefulness and dependability of the 
collection. It should be remembered also that he recognized the 
ejjtence of “many documents . . . necessary to the history 
which would be damaging to men now living.” He had taken pains 

to pr^ the semibiliBes of the living, perhips for the very ,Lon 
tnat tie nught preserve the necessary documents. 

If he had, on the contrary, as Young suggested and Hertz alleged, 
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burned some papers burdened with scandalous content, why did 
he make the deposit conditioned upon the information being kml 
from the public, and why did he require in his deed of gift tKat the 
papers should be withheld for twenty-one years from the date cf 
his death in order to prevent offense to the "immediate ancestors 
of persons now living”? If he had “purified” or “purged* the papers, 
there would have been no reason whatever for the impositimi of 
secrecy. It seems unlikely that he did anything of the kind. 

There are those who believe that Robert Lincoln impounded the 
papers in order to keep them from Albert J. Beveridge. Ibere is 
a story which emanates from a person then dose to Mr. Linobln 
that he was so fiercely determined to prevent Beveridge from seeing 
them that he consulted actuaries as to the senator s life expectancy 
before he fixed upon the period of doture. It is said that his ada- 
mant refusal to risk access on the part of one of the most gifted, 
learned, scientific, and careful biographers in the history of our 
literature was because he had heard that die senator had secured 
the use of the Herndon papers, which implied, in his view, that 
the senator’s work would be tainted, tawdry, and grotesque. 

Certainly Beveridge did everything he could to break down 
Robert Lincoln’s resistance, and let it be known diat he would 
resort to “dynamite, or chloroform, soothing syrup, or quinine, 
cocaine, or T.N.T.” to get hold of the papers. His direct lettns went 
unans wered. Meanwhile he worked widi such sources as he could 


find. 


he sought die intermediation of odiers, 
Henry White, and Wordiington Chauncey 
diusetts Historical Society. Their efforts on 


his behalf were in vain. 

Eventually Robert Lincoln sent a flat refusal to Senator Beyeric^e. 
It may have been more than a coincidence that it was wnttai on 
the same day that he signed the deed of gift, decreemg diat the 
papers should be locked away for a generation. If they had bera 
purged, emasculated, whitded down to gentie innocence it^uld 

oA have made any difference if everyone had k® to. ^ 
last they would be opened they wo^d, ironically, be shelved no 

far from the Herndon and the Beveridge papers. 
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This is the evidence on which the impression is based that th( 
Lincoln papers in the Library of Congress are substantially intact. 
For years they were secured in three heavy safes. During World 
War II the Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural found 
refuge in the Bullion Depository at Fort Knox, Kentucky. But the 
corpus of the Lincoln papers sought safety from air attack in the 
vault of the Alderman Library at the University of Virginia. As the 
time for their opening approached, Dr. C, Percy Powell, assisted by 
Mrs. Helen D. Bullock, brought to conclusion the index which Mr. 
Fitzpatrick had only begun. It contained 38,403 entries. The sep- 
arate documents once estimated at ten thousand were twice that 
number. They were bound in 194 sturdy blue buckram folios with 
red leather labels on their spines. Every paper with its envelope 
was microfilmed to prevent the possibility of loss. Secrecy was 
perfectly kept. Those few who worked with the collection were 
enjoined not to take even mental notes. 

On the eve of the opening a congenial company met for dinner 
and to await the stroke of midnight. The talk was good. Carl Sand- 
burg strummed his guitar and sang songs out of America's past He 
spoke, as did Paul Angle, Jay Monaghan, James Randall, Lauriston 
Bullard, Ralph Newman, Frederick Meserve, William Townsend, 
Colton Storm, Louis Warren, Alfred Stem, John Washington, Rob- 
ert Kincaid, General Ulysses S. Grant III, Gerald McMurtry, Harry 
Lytle, George Dondero, and the others. Miss Nicolay could not be 
present, nor Herbert Putnam now Librarian Emeritus, nor Oliver 
Barrett, but the rest were there, listening, recalling meetings with 
Robert Lincoln, and honoring him for his gift to all of the people. 
There was excitement in the quiet voices of those gentle students. 
Judge James W. Bollinger stood at his place, holding his cane above 
^ head. «Not since that morning in the Petersen Luse," he sail 
nave so many men who love Lincoln been gathered together in one 

room.” It was so; this was part of history, part of the Lincoln experi- 
ence. ^ 

A little before twelve the party walked through the sultry night to 
the marble building across the street and ther^ on the Zrd&ool 
watched while the doors were slowly, fumblingly opened and the 
Lincoh papers after eighty-two years came first to light. For the 
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svitae^es it was an unforgettable moment Cameramen’s flashlidrts 
exploded, mere was the whir of newsreels in the making, a radio 
a^ouncers voice was heard above the noises people maVA when 

deeply stirred. Luther Harris Evans, Librarian of Confess, solramdy 
intoned the provisions of the Deed of Gift 

Back in the Main Building scores of the library staff worked 
through ffie night, mounting exhibits, preparing press releases, 
typing cards and cutting stencils, conferring, interviewing, ready- 
ing. At noon, on July 26, when ffie press was admitted, fatigue was 
on the faces of &e journalists. For them, too, it had been a hard 
week. Some had been writing two stories a day, but it was the most 
completely covered public event the capital had ever known. Every 
news service designated special representatives, syndicates retained 
the expert services of specialists, all of the major networks carried 
the intelligence through the air and into the homes of Americans. 
The pictorial and iconographic documentation was ediaustive and 
exhausting. When the fabulous resources of the collection became 
assured, the spirits of these earnest and able servants of communica- 
tion lifted and wiped away concern. It bad been worth waiimg for. 
Here, for the first time, was Abraham Lincoln three-dimensioned, 
whole, intelligible. They hurried to telephones, ground cameras, 
sent messages across the ether. 

The formal ceremony took place at four o’ clock. Near die platform 
sat a grandson. The Librarian said: 

We observe a legal convention, property is transferred, a deed is vali- 
dated. . . . We keep an engagement with the past It is, in other words, 
a time for sentiment and searching. Because this is so, our first duty must 
be to avoid delusion. For some, brittle impatience, curiosity, and suspicion 
are shattered, and now are either satisfied, or dis^point^ or destn^ed. 
For others, expectation is realized, aspiration is fulfilled, discweiy is at 
hand. A bandage is removed from ancient hurts, healed by bemgnant and 
unknowing time, but only at last quite und e r stood. Here is a touchstone 
of history, albeit a touchstone of limited powers and ruthless mysteries. 

But the listening people knew that a part of Mr. Lincoln had corne 
alive again and that in this place his sole surviving child would still 

survive. 
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The Papers 



W HEN THE LINCOLN PAPERS WERE OPENED ON JULY 26 , 1947 , IT 

was ascertained that the collection was nearly twice as large as 
previously had been anticipated. In it are more than eighteen thousand 
individual documents, consisting of nearly forty-two Aousand leaves, 
bound up in nearly two hundred buckram folio volumes, and indexed by 
approximately thirty-eight thousand entries for the names of corre- 
spondents. Exclusive of endorsements on incoming letters, of which no 
enumeration has been made, and for which no satisfactory estimate is 
feasible, there are about nine hundred Abraham Lincoln holographs; that 
is to say, about nine hundred separate memoranda, copies of letters, A-afts 
of speeches, proclamations, official messages, et cetera, written wholly in 
Mr. Lincoln's hand. In some, Mr. Lincoln dissolves into the character of a 
ghost ymter, for a governor of the sovereign state of lUinois, for his cabi- 
net ministers, for his private secretaries; and very occasionally there are 
letters exchanged by others which he himself copied for his own files. 
The preponderance of these have been printed in the several editions of 
his collected works, and although they possess a considerable interest by 
reason of textual variations from their published versions, they lack the 
freshness and therefore the importance of the letters which were ad- 
dressed to him. Unless some special object is to be served, unless no record 
of earlier appearance has been found, or imless they are necessary to pro- 
vide laack^ound and explanation, such holographs w-ill not be presented 
m this volume. F or the outstanding contribution of the Lincoln papers 
comes from the materials which were addressed to him. Hitherto seen 
o y by John G. Nicolay and John Hay, and only very sparingly repro- 
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du^d by them, these are the papers which give background, solidity 
^bs^ce to his ovm and from them it is possible for the firet 

e fully to understand the meaning of his responses. They iDuimne epi- 
sod^, alter older concepts, shift emphases and accents, prove the power 
ot his person^ty, trace the development of his character and career. 
Iney renect all conditions of the society of his time; many come from dis- 
tinguished and exalted personages in the executive branch of government; 
omers from congressmen, senators, and robed justices of the courts; others 
from mihtary and naval leaders and subalterns; others from swaggering or 
influential politicians, party bosses, ward heelers; others from editors, 
clergymen, lawyers, diplomats, physicians, businessmen, organizations of 
all sorts for all sorts of purposes. But preponderantly Mr. Lincolns corre- 
spondents were composed of the laity, that diverse, unclassifiable, re- 
sourceful, self-assured, and informed group which constituted the Ameri- 
can public. Of this last category, many were lowly, illiterate, frequendy 
impudent and obtuse, but they had needs, opinions, tragedies, expecta- 
tions, humor; they tnew what they required, and they knew that Mr. 
Lincoln was in W^ashington to serve them. Between them and him there 
existed an intimacy which only a man of the people and men of the people 
fully can exchange. Therein was the source, the strength, the explamtion 
of his life, and therein is its most eloquent expression for us. 


The present organization of the papers, in accordance with usual prac- 
tice governing the arrangement of manuscript collections, is strictly 
chronological. An effort (usually successful) h^s been made by the in- 
dexers to establish dates where dates are lacking, but where they are sup- 
plied they have been accepted, even in those instances where internal 
evidence proves them WTong. Such lapses are ordinarily encountered dur- 
ing the early weeks of any January, when Mr. Lincoln’s correspondents 
were most likely to forget a change of year. This arbitrary acquiescence 
in a writers frailty occasionally produces problems, for there are cases 
where a series of letters on a specific and temporally circumscribed sub- 
ject appear in volumes widely removed from one another, and tlm ma- 
terials can be recovered and assembled only by the most assiduous page- 


by-page” examination. . r t £- 

Another anomaly of the procedure is the separation of encloses from 

the communications which once covered Aem. This results m a]^ 

pearance of documents without relevancy or explanation, and, what is 

still more unfortunate, frequently defeats the complete understanding 


which otherwise they might convey. j 

As a consequence, in compiling these selections an effort has been made 

to avoid such pitfalls and to bring together the relate dexampto in such 

ways as seem most likely to render &em intellig&le. Otherwise die order 

flio nrr)<>r imnosed bv time. 
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To one further exception has been made at the be ginnin g. There 
in the collection a few documents purely retrospective in character, 
representing a period in Mr. Lincoln’s early life not reflected by con- 
temporaneous records among the papers. Because they possess a umty 
of content, they afford a background^ an introduction, to the selections 
which follow them, and permit their successors generally to speak for 
themselves, without elaborate apparatus, interpretation, or the nuisance 
of footnotes. 

John G. Nicolay, in a letter to Jesse W. Weik, dated February 13, 1895, 
retted ffiat 


The Autobiography . . . was written by Mr. Lincoln within a 
week or two after his first nomination. The request for it came from 
friends in Columbus, Ohio, who placed it with other material in the 
hands of W.[illiam] D.[ean] Howells, and he wrote a campaign 
biography firom it . . . which together with several of Mr. Lincoln s 
speeches were printed in an ordinary campaign volume . . . Follett, 
Foster & Co. being publishers— the same firm that published the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates. 

The MS. copy sent to Columbus was made by myself, being among 
my first work as Mr. Lincoln s private secretary. Mr. Lincoln s origi- 
nal autograph MS., which is now in my possession, was retained to 
make other copies from. 


This sketch, one of several written by Mr. Lincoln at various times, has 
been frequentty reprinted from the text as it appeared in tiie Complete 
Works. Ihe “origiim autograph MS.” survives among die T.iTif>nlT> papers. 
Collation with die published version reveals discrepancies in abbreviation, 
punctuadon, capitalization, imderscorin^ spelling (particularly in the 
case of place names), the form of words; and the further fact that in one 
pla(£ a line and in another a whole episode (**die ludicrous incident of 
sewing up the ho^s eyes, which Robert Lincoln found distasteful) have 

been omided. It is here transoibed accurately, with Abraham Lincoln’s 
cancds italicized within brackets. 


Abraham Lincob was bom Feb. 12. 1809, then in HarHin no 
in the more recently formed county of Lame, Kentucky-His f athe 
Tho]^ & grand-father, Abraham, were bom in Rockingham couni 
Virginia, whither their ancestors had come from Berks County Pern 
tylvania-His lineage has been traced no further back than this 
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The family were originally quakers, Aough in later times they have 
fallen away from the peculiar habits of that people-The grand- 
father Abraham, had four brothers— Isaac, Jacob, John & Thomas- 
So far as known, the descendants of Jacob and John are rHII in Vir- 
gima— Isaac went to a place near where Virginia, North Cm-niiTiQ 
and Tennessee, join; and his descendants are in that region— Thomas 
came to Kentucky, and after many years, died there, whence his 
descendants went to Missouri— Abraham, grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, came to Kentucky, and was killed by Indians about 
the year 1784— He left a widow, three sons and two daughters— The 
eldest son, Mordecai, remained in Kentucky till late in life, when he 
removed to Hancock County Illinois, where soon after he died, and 
where several of his descendants still reside— Hie second son, J osiah, 
removed at an early age to a place on Blue River, now within Harri- 
son county, Indiana; but no recent information of him, or his family, 
has been obtained— The eldest sister, Mary, married Ralph Grume 
and some of her descendants are now known to be in Breckenridge 
county Kentucky— The second sister, Nancy, married William Brum- 
field, and her family are not known to have left Kentudy, but there 
is no recent information from them— Thomas, the youngest son, and 


father of the present subject, by the early death of his father, and 
very narrow circumstances of his modier, even in childhcxid was a 
w^mdering laboring boy, and grew up litterally without education— 
He never did more in the way of writing than to hunglin^y siga 
his own name — Before he was grown, he passed one year as a hired 
hand with his uncle Isaac on Watag, [he., Watauga], a branch of 
the Holsteen [i.e., Holston] river-Getting back into Kentucky, and 
having reached his 28th year, he married Nancy Hanks— mother of 
the present subject — in the year 1806. She also was bom in Vir^nia; 
and relatives of hers of the name of Hanks, and of other names, now 
reside in Coles, in Macon, and in Adams counties, Illinois, and also 
in lovc'a— The present subject has no brodier or sister of die whole 
or half blood-He had a sister, older than himself, who was grown 
and married, but died many years ago, leaving no cMd. Also a 
brother, younger than himself, who died in infancy-Before l^vmg 
Kentucky he and his sister were sent [to] for short praods, to 
A R C «>hools. the first kept by Zachariah Riney, and the second 
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by Caleb Hazel. [Zn his] At this time his father resided on Knob. 
Creek, on the road from Bardstown Ky. to Nashville Tenn. at a point 
three, or three and a half miles Sou^ or Sou th-^ Vest of Atherton’s 
ferry on the Rolling Fork— From this place he removed to what is 
now Spencer County Indiana, in the autumn of 1816— A. then being 
in his eighth year-This removal was partly on account of slavery^ 
but chiefly on account of the diflSculty in land titles in Ky— He set- 
tled in an unbroken forest; and the clearing away of surplus [wooa] 
wood was the great task a head. A. though very young, was large 
of his age, and had an axe put into his hands at once; and from then 
till within his twentythird year, he was almost constantly handling 
that most useful instrument— less, of course, in plowing and harv'est- 
ing seasons— At this place A took an early start as a hunter, which 
was never much \inf] improved afterwards— A few days before the 
completion of his eighth year, in the absence of his father, a flock 
of wild turkeys approached the new log-cabin, and A with a rifle 
gun, standing inside, shot through a cra^, and killed one of them— 
He has never since pulled a trigger on any larger game— In the 
autumn of 1818 his mother died; and a year afterwards his father 
married Mrs. Sally Johnston, at Elizabeth-Town, Ky— a widow, with 
three children of [hts] her first marriage. She proved a good and 
kind mother to A. and is still living in Coles Co. Illinois— There were 
no children of this second marriage— His father s residence contin- 
ued at the same place in Indiana, till 1830 — ^While here A. went to 
A. B. C. schools hy littles, kept successively by Andrew Crawford,— 
Sweeney, and Azel W. Dorsey— He does not remember any other 
—The family of Mr. Dorsey now reside in Schuyler Co. Illinois— A. 
now thinks that the agregate of all his schooling did not amount to 
one year— He was never in a College or Academy as a student; and 
never inside of a College or Accademy building till since he had a 
law-license ^T^^hat he has in the way of education, he has picked 
up-After he was twenty three, and had separated from his father, 
he studied English grammar, imperfectly of course, but so as to 
speak and write as well as he now [done] does-He studied and 
nearly mastered the Six-books of Euclid, since he was a member 
of Congress— He regrets his want of education, and does what he 
can to supply the want-In his tenth year he was kicked by a horse, 
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• _ * y J* j he was nineteen^ still zetid- 

mg in ana, he made his first trip upon a fiat-boat to New- 

Orleam-He was a hired hand merely; and he and a son o( *e 

o^er, without other assistance, made the trip-The nature of part 

of the [load] cargo-load, as it was caUed-made it necessary 

them to linger and trade along the Sugar Coast— and one ni^t tiiey 

were attacked by seven negroes with intent to loll and rob tiiem. 

They were hurt some in the melee, but succeeded in driving the 

negroes from the boat and then “cut cable* “weighed andior' and 
left- 


March 1st 1830— A. having just completed his 21st year, his faflipr 
and family, with the families of the two dau^ters and sons-in-law, 
of his step-mother, left the old homestead in Tndiana and t© 
Illinois— Their mode of conveyance was waggons drawn by ox 
& A drove one of the teams— They reached the County of Macon, 
and stopped tiiere some time within the same month of Mardu His 
father and family settled a new place on the North side of the 
Sangamon river, at the junction of &e timber-land and prairie, about 
ten miles Westerly hrom Decatur— Here they built a log-cabin, intn 
which they removed, and made sufficient of rails to fence ten acres 
of ground, fenced and broke the ground, and raised a crop of sown 
com upon it the same year— These are, or are supposed to be, the 
rails about which so much is being said just now, ffiou^ tiiese are 
far from being the first, or only rails ever made by A. The sons-in- 
law were temporarily settled at other places in the County— In tiie 
autumn all han ds were greatly afihcted unth Ague and fever, to 
which they had not been used, and by which ffiey were greatly 
discouraged— so much so that they determined on leaving the 
County— They remained however, through the succeeding winter, 
which was the winter of tiie very celebrated “deep snow* of Illi- 
nois— During that winter, A. together with his step-mothers son, 
John D. J nlms frnn, and John Ha^, yet residing in Macon County, 
hired themselves to one Denton OflFutt, to take a fiat boat from 
Beardstown Illinois to New-Orleansj and for that purpose, were to 
join him— Offut [sic]-at Springfield, HL so soon as the snow ^odd 
go off— When it did go off whidi was about the 1st of March 1831— 
the county was so fiooded, as to make traveling by land impracti- 
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cable; to obviate which diflScuIty the [sic] purchased a large canoe 
and came down the Sangamon river in it— This is the time and the 
manner of A’s first entrance into Sangamon County-They found 


OflFutt at Springfield, but learned from him that he had failed in get- 
ting a boat at Beardstown— This lead [sic] to their hiring themselves 
to bi'm at $12 per month each; and getting the timber out of the 


building 


river, seven miles N.W. of Springfield, which boat they took to New- 


Orleans, substantially upon the old contract— It was in connection 


with this boat that occurred the ludicrous incident of sewing up the 


hogs eyes— OflFutt bought thirty odd large fat live hogs, but found 
diflBculty in driving them from where [he] purchased them to the 
boat, and thereupon conceived the whim that he could sew up their 


eyes and drive them where he pleased— No sooner thought of than 
decided, he put his hands including A. at the job, which they com- 
pleted— aU but the driving— In their blind condition they could not 
be driven out of the lot or field they were in. This expedient failing, 
they were tied and hauled on carts to the boat— It was near the 


Sangamon River, within what is now Menard County— 

During the boat enteiprize acquaintance with OflFutt, who was 
previously an entire stranger, he conceived a liking for A. and 
believing he could turn him to accounnt, he contracted with him 


to act as Clerk for him, on his return from New Orleans, in charge 
of a store and Mill at New Salem— then in Sangamon, now in Menard 
County— Hanks had not gone to New-Orleans, but having a family, 
and being likely to be detained from home longer than at first ex- 
pected, had turned back from S.. Louis-He is the same John Hanks 
who now engineers the “rail enterprize” at Decatur; and is a first 
cousin to As mother— A’s father, with his own family & others men- 
tioned, had, m [pui^] pursuance of then intention, removed from 
Macon to Coles County-John D. Johnston, the step-mother’s son, 
went to them; and A. stopped indefinitely, and, for the first time, 
as It were, by himself, at New-Salem, before mentioned-This was 
in July 1831-Here he rapidly made acquaintances and friends-In 
less than a year Offutt’s business was failing-had almost failed. 
-When the Black Hawk war of 1832-broke olt-A. joined a vll 
teer Company, and to his own surprize, was elected Captain of it- 
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uau any success m life which cave him so 

r campaign, served near three months, 

met [s^e] the ordinary hardships of such an expedition, but ^ 

m no battie-He now owns in Iowa, the land upon which his own 

warrants for this service, were located. Returning from the Cam- 
paign, and - > . o 



^ o > ? same year, ran for the Legislature and was 

beaten— his own precinct, however, casting its votes 277 for and 7. 

against him— And this too while he was an avowed Clay man and 
the precinct the autumn afterwards, giving a majority of 115 to 
Genl Jackson over Mr. Clay-This was die only time A was ever 

^ ^ direct vote of the people— He was now without Tnftaws 
and out of business, but was anxious to remain with his friends who 
had treated him with so much generosity, e:qpecially as he bat! noth- 
ing elsewhere to go to-He studied what he should do-thought of 
learning the black-smith trade— thought of trying to study law— 
rather bought he could not succeed at that wiAout a better educa- 
tion. Before long, strangely enough, a man ofFered to sell and did 
sell, to A. and another as poor as himself, an old stock of goods, upon 
credit— They opened as merchants; and he says that was the store— 
Of course they did nothing but get deeper and deeper in debt— He 
was appointed Post-Master at New-Salem— the o£Bce being too in- 
significant, to make his pohtics an objection— The store winked out— 
The Suiv'eyor of Sangamon, oflFered to depute to A diat portion of 
his w’ork W'hich was within his part of die county— He accepted, pro- 
cured a compass and chain, studied Flint, and Gibson a little, and 
went at it— This procured bread, and kept soul and body together— 
The election of 1S34 came, and he wras then elected to the Legisla- 
ture by the highest vote cast for any candidate— Major John T. 
Stuart, then in full practice of the law, ivas also elected. During the 
can\’ass, in a private conversation he encouraged A. [to] study law— 
After the election he borrowed books of Stuart^ took them home 
with him, and went at it in good earnest— He studied widi nobody— 
He still mixed in the surveying to pay board and dothing bills— 
WTien the Legislature met, the law books were dropped, but were 
taken up again at the end of the session. He was re-elected in 1836. 
1S38. and 1840-In the autumn of 1836 he [tnas licensed] obtained 
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a law licence, and on April 15. 1837 remov'ed to Springfield, anc 
commenced the practice, his old friend Stuart taking him into part- 
nership— March 3rd 1837, by a protest entered upon the Ills. House 
Journal of that date, at pages 817.818. A. with Dan Stone, another 
representative of Sangamon, briefly defined his position on the 
slavery question; and so far as it goes, it was then the same that it is 
now. The protest is as follows— (Here insert it) In 1838. & 1840 Mr. 
Us party in the Legislature voted for him as Speaker; but being in 
the minority, he was not elected— After 1840 he declined a re-election 
to the Legislature— He was on the Harrison electoral ticket in 1840, 
and on that of Clay in 1844. and spent much time and labor in both 
those canvasses— In Nov. 1842 he was married to Mary, daughter of 
Robert S. Todd, of Lexington, Kentucky— They have three living 
children, all sons— one bom in 1843, one in 1850, and one in 1853— 
They lost one, who was bom in 1846. In 1846. he was elected to the 
lower House of Congress, and served one term only commencing 
in Dec. 1847 and ending with the inauguration of General Taylor, 
in March 1849 — [In 1852] All the battles of the ^lexican war had 
been fought before Mr. L. took his seat in Congress, but the Ameri- 
can army was still in Mexico, and the treaty of peace was not fully 
and formally ratified till the June afterwards— Much has been said 
of }ns course in Congress in regard to this war— A careful exami- 
nation of the Journals [sh.] and Congressional Globe shows, that he 
voted for aU the supply measures which came up [while he was 
there], and for all the measures in any way favorable to the 
Officers, soldiers, and their famihes, who conducted the war through; 
with this exception that some of the measures passed without yeas 
^d nays, leaving no record as to how particular men voted— The 
Journals and Globe also show him voting that the war was unneces- 
sarily and unconstitutionally [commenced] begun by the President 
of the United States-This is the language of Mr. Ashmun s amend- 
ment, for which Mr. L. and nearly or quite all, other whigs of the 
11. K. voted— ° 

opinion expressed by this vote were briefly 
President had sent Genl. Taylor into an inhabited 

dierehv '"S *0 Mexico, and not to the U. S. and 

thereby had provoked the first act of hostility-in fact the commence- 
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ment of the war; that the place, being the country bordering on the 
East bank of the Rio Grande, was inhabited by native Mexicans, 
bom there under the Mexican government; and had never submit- 
ted to, nor been conquered by Texas, or the U. S. nor transferred 
to either by treaty— that although Texas claimed the Rio Grande as 
her boundary, Mexico had never recognized it, the people on the 
ground had never [enforced, and] recognized it, and neither Texas 
nor the U. S. had ever enforced it— that there was a broad desert 
between that, and the country over which Texas had actual control 
—that the country where hostilities commenced, having once be- 
longed to Mexico, must remain so, until it was somehow legally 
transferred, which had never been done. 

Mr. L. thought the act of sending [the troop] an armed force 
[to the] among the Mexicans, was unnecessary, inasmuch as Mexico 
was in no way molesting, or menacing the U, S. or the people 
thereof; and that it was unconstitutional, because the power of levy- 
ing war is vested in Congress, and not in the President. He thought 
the principal motive for the act, was to divert public attention from 
the surrender of “Fifty-foiu, forty, or fight*’ to Great Brittain, on the 
Oregon boundary question. 

Nir. L. was not a candidate for re-election— This was determined 
upon and declared before he went to Washington, in accordance 
with an imderstanding among whig friends by which Col. Hardin, 
and Col. Baker had each previously served a single term in the same 


District, 

In 1848, during his term in Congress, he advocated Gen. Taylor s 
nomination for the Presidency, in opposition to all others, and ako 
took an active part for his election, after his nomination— speaking 
a few times in Maryland, near Washington, several times in Massa- 
chusetts, and can\"assing quite fully his own district in [tH] Illinois, 
\s'hich was followed by a majority in the district of over 1500 for 

Gen. Taylor— r i i 

Upon his return from Congress he went to the practice of the law 

with greater earnestness than ever before— In 1852 he was upon 

Ihe S«»tt electoral ticket, and did something in the way of 

iiig. but owing to the hopelessness of the cause in Illinois, he did 

less than in previous presidential canvasses. 
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In 1854. his profession had almost superseded the thought of 
politics in his mind, when the repeal of the Missouri compromise 

aroused him as he had never been before. 

In the autumn of that year he took the stump with no broader 
practical aim or object than to secure, if possible, the re-election of 
Hon. Richard Yates to Congress— His speeches at once attracted a 
more marked attention than they had ever before done— As the can- 
vass proceeded, he was drawn to different parts of the state, outside 
of Mr. Yates’ district— He did not abandon the law, but gave his 
attention, by turns, to that and politics— The State agricultural fair 
was at Springfield that year, and Douglas was [anounce] annoimced 
to speak there. 

In the campaign of 1856, Mr. L. made over fifty speeches, no one 
of which, so far as he remembers, was put in print— One of them 
was made at Galena; but Mr. L. has no recollection of any part of it 
being printed; nor does he remember whether in that speech he said 
anything about a Supreme Court decision— He may have spoken 
upon that subject; and some of the newspapers may have reported 
him as saying what is now ascribed to him; but he thinks he could 
not have expressed hims elf as represented. — 


When William Dean Howells was commissioned in May 1860 to pre- 
p^e a biography of Mr. Lincoln, he himself did not go to Springfield. In 
hfe stead went James Quay Howard, a young law student, who inter- 
viewed many of Mr. LMcoln’s oldest friends, especially those who had 
known him ^ a youth in the vanished village of New Salem. As a result, 
Mr, Howells’s treatment of that period, to which he devoted one third of 
his book, is regarded by modem students as “trustworthy” and “particu- 
larly fortunate. But Mr, Howells s rhetorical text is a kind of palimpsest 
supertoposed upon Mr. Howard’s most informal notes which now have 
been ^covered among the Lincoln papers. They are staccato, even tele- 
^aphic in style, sometimes as repetitious as hammer strokes, as shapeless 
m themselves as bits of masonry which chisel removes from marble block, 

but the image they leave is faithful, picturesque, and movine. 

Here they are: * ^ & 
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1846 


George Close who split rails with Lincoln, says L canift from 
Indiana to Macon Co. Ill, in fall of 1829 — Was there working by 
Clay s works, chopping wood, splitting rails, and going about wher- 
ever he could get work. I helped him make rails for James Hanks 
and William Miller— made about 1000 together. Lincoln had noth- 
ing only plenty of friends-Ho helped to put up first house in 
Decatur — Gen. W. L. D. Ewing and a man named Posey were can- 
didates for legislature in 1829— came to Decatur to make speeches— 
As Posey did not treat we persuaded L to get up and abuse him— 
said he would if I would not laugh at him— was frightened but got 
warmed up and made the best speech of the day— Did not abuse 
Posey but spoke well of both men— pictured out the future of 111 
When he got through Ewing said “he was a bright one.” EBs pants 
were made of flax and low, cut tight at the anlde— his knees were 
both out. Was the roughest looking man I ever saw— poor boy, but 
welcome to everybody’s house— Visited some Hiends in Ma^rn 
Co. their table was hewn out of a log and had but three legs— made 
use of his long leg to hold up the table. Got from 25 to 30 cts. per 
hundred for spUtting rails— never got any money— was paid in socks, 
Jeans, etc. Bargain with Mrs. Nancy Miller was this-was to maul 
400 rails for each yard of brown Jeans dyed with white walnut bark, 
rmtil he got enough to make a pair of pants. 

God never made a finer man than Abraham Lincoln! Need not be 
with a man more than an hour to gain his good will. Hard time 
to get w'ork— .\11 a man could do was to keep himself in clothes— 
Walked 5, 6 and 7 miles to his day’s works. Always had somediing 
nice and interesting to talk about. Started from Decatur wilh a 
dro^'e of hogs owned by Denton OflEutt. Got 7 or 8 dolls, per 
month-Dro\'e to head waters of Sangamon River to find and pack 


them. 


which he for 


His favorite paper was Ae “Louisville Journal, 
many years studied— and paid for when he had not money enough 
to dress decently-First political speech he ever made-at the north 
end of where Petersburgh now stands-Spoke on Ac general 
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issues between the whigs and democrats, at the time. Although 
party feeling was high and Lincoln was a strong Adams man, in 
die New Salem precinct he got one more vote than both the Jack- 
son and the A dams candidates for Congress, put together. This was 
in 1832. 0£5cial vote as shown by poll book in Clerk's office in 
Springfield is as follows 


For Congress 


Jonathan H. Pugh 
Joseph Duncan 


A Lincoln for Legislature 


179 


97 

277 


At the election in 1834 his majority was almost equally deciriv 
This was the last time he was the candidate while living at New 
Salem— A candidate named Taylor whom L thought unqualified, 
thought he could make Lincoln vote for him, by going to the polls 
with L. and reading aloud his ticket which was for Lincoln— but L 

in the same open manner voted for Taylor's opponent— Truth and 
honesty have made htTu what he is. 


HON. WILLIAM BUTLER, TREAS OF STATE- 

First time I saw Lincoln was when he came down Sangamon 
River from Macon Co. in a canoe — He was as ruff a specimen of 
humani^ as could be found — ^His legs were bare for six inches be- 
tween bottom of pants and top of socks-Sawed die planks for flat 
boat with whip saw— Happened to be traveling with L one day- 
got to telling me about how he was in debt as a surety for another 
man; said when he saw a man in distress could not help going his 
securi^-asked him how much he owed— told me $400. Asked him 
what he would do if he had money-Said he would first pay his 
debts, and dien would like to study law— but did not see how he 
could do it, as he had no books L influential friends-said dmt 
weiy body wished him well-but he never could ask a man for a 
favor-I saw that he an honest and worthy young man, and 
took him into my fomily and for Riree years treated him the 
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as my son— I paid his debt of $400, which L was not aware of till 

alm« a year afteiwai*-Got him books aad dolhes and eacooi- 
aged him m study of law. 

diffidence and generosity were the causes of his failing to ac- 
cumulate any thing during early life-Was also unprepossessing in 
appearance-never would push himself forward-L has tried again 
and again to pay me but I never would receive any thing. He came 
to me widi the money a few years ago. I told him not to mention 

the subject again if he did not wish to offend me. Has been very 
grateful— 

The following which is the beginning of a letter found in Sanga- 
mon Journal of June 15th, shows Mr, L’s frankness— 


New Salem, June 13 , 1836 . 

To the Editor of the Journal: 

In your paper of last Sahirday, I see a communication over 
the signature of “many voters,” in which the candidates who 
are announced in the Journal, are called upon to ^‘show their 
hands ” Agreed* Here’s mine! 

Cumberland 

He then states his position which was substantially that of the Whig 
party Was elected to Congress in 1846, by 1400 majority over Peter 
Cartwright 


WILLIAM G. GREEN 

Met Lincoln at New Salem 1830, was Capt of Flatboat-Boat 
belonged to Denton Offutt-was standing on mill dam trying to pry 
boat off-pant rolled up about a ft dressed very ruff-blue Jeans 
breeches, a hickory shirt-alternate stripes of white and hlue-made 
of cotton, buckeye chip hat— cost a T)it.” Offutt had started from 
region alwve Decatur, Macon Co. 80 miles above Salem-got 
aground at mill dam-Offutt rented mill to grind^ produce-rented 
old store house put goods in— Lincoln as clerk at Id dols. per mondi 
—2 or 3 mos. after he landed, said he would study grammar— good 
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practical gr amm arian in three weeks — Said to me Bill if that is what 
they call a science I’ll subdue another-Asked about authors on Sur- 
veying told him Stuart’s was good— borrowed it-Said he. If I 
thought the law was as easy as these, I \vould commence it— wanted 
to get hold of something that was knotty — 6 or S mos, after he came 
boarded with John Camron, Pres preacher — 1.00 per week Either 
at his books, wrestling, or running foot races, did it to be agreeable 
with the people — Richland, place where volunteer company met. 
Kirk Patrick— man L worked for very prominent, influential man, 
candidate for Capt. At least three fourths went to L. Patrick over- 
hearing, L quite badly treated when he worked for K. Patrick. Was 


pleased to be elected Captain. 

Clerk for OflFutt one year. L and Berry bought a Grocery Store, 
tea, coflFee, sugar, powder, lead, etc. Reuben Radford had this store — 
“Clary’s Grove Boys” had broken R’s windows— Value of store 525 
dolls. I was to pay Radford 400. L said he would give $125 for bar- 
gain— L had not a doUar, had used all to buy a compass and few 
books. L paid his half of notes when fell due in 6 mos. I was surety 
on L and Berry’s notes to Radford. This debt himg over L and me 
for some years as Berry had failed— we called it the national debt— 
I at length paid the whole debt. About five years later L wrote to 
me in Tenn. that he was equitably and legally bound to pay all 
Radford’s claim and he was now for the first time able to refund— 
L paid me principal and interest in full, L would have me see his 
father, was cleverest homespun man I ever saw — could tell more 
good anecdotes than “Abe.” L used grape vine for surveyor’s chain. 
Always on side of justice, with the weak ever as brave a man as 
ever lived Indian came to our camp, all said they must loll him. 
L opposed it— said barbarians would not kill a prisoner- Some others 
said L was cowardly — L said try me — Swore if Indian was slaugh- 
tered must be done over his dead body. Asked them to come out 
and fight him, if they thought he was cowardly. Indians life was 
saved. Popular as an oflScer in Campaign — also on account of his 
athletic powers— But one man could throw him down— to wit 
Thompson. Marched first to Rock Island— was disbanded at Ottawa 
—Lincoln volunteered and went on in active service under Gen. 
Dodge-out about 4 mos altogether-L I do not think ever drank 
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a quart of liquor in his life-drank out of 40 gal. barrell-Cut Hem- 
don off at the knees in debate at Petersburgh— H called L an inter- 
loper, L said when he had been a candidate as often as Herndon 
he would quit— Had a horse for pohtical campaign, but sold it for 
compass and walked to legislature at Vandalia about 100 miles— 
L favored removal capital from Vandalia-1836? L became partner 
of Judge Logan the leading lawyer of Springfield. Magistrates wwe 
afraid to issue process against Clary s Grove Boys.* Said in contest 
with Jack Armstrong, I am sorry that you bet the money, I do not 
believe that there is a man on earth that e-fln throw me now. Jack 
after they had worked for a long time, caught him by leg and got 
better of him. L said if they wanted to wrestle fair he was ready, 
but if they wanted to fight he would try that — ^Jack quashed-call^ 
it drawn. Son of Armstrong he volunteered to defend and cleared 
without a cent of compensation— Long nine elected in 1834— 
Lincoln hewed timbers for flatboat 8 miles N. W. of Springfield 
at Sangamon town 1829— St. Gama— John Rahl among the wealdiiest 
in S. made the pins for boat— Whenever he could find a young man 
he put him on right course, encouraged morality integrity and hon- 
esty-all that have looked up to him as an oracle have succeeded 
well— best surveyor in the country— Was always reading Bums & 
Shakespeare. Knew all of Bums by heart— Was as great when a sur- 
veyor or fiatboatman in his cirde as he is now in a higher (me— W as 
the center of attraction on all occasions— Was always appointed one 
of Judges when at horse race and was never objected to by either 
party. NMien I was at Illinois College I brought home with me, one 
vacation, my young friend Dick Yates, present Republi(jan candi- 
date for governor, and some other boys. In order that they might 
enjoy their slsit, I proposed that we would go up to New Salem 
and see a talented and interesting young man by the name of Lin- 
coln— \Mien we approached I was mortified to find that Abe was 
hang stretched out flat on his back on a cellar door reading a paper— 
I introduced him and he appeared so awk\vard and ruff, that I was 
afraid my college friends would be ashamed of him— We made him 
go doN'Ti to dinner with us — At the table he upset his large bowl of 
milk and when my mother was trying to apologise for the aceident 
L remarked that he would try and not let it trouble him hereafter- 
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Mount^ on the inside front cover is an assignmLMit from Denton Offut to 
David P. Nelson of thirty dollars owing from Ann’s father, lames Rutledt^* 
and signed by Abraham Lincoln as agent. Reproduced from the oricinui 
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I fiu^t bought Grocery Store of Radford, then sold to Lincoln & 
Berry — ^When Berry fizzled out I helped L close up the business I 
knew I would have Berry^s part of note to pay— 


WILLIAM G. GREEN 

Explanation of way L went into Grocery business is this I rode 
up to Radford*s one day soon after *‘Clary s Grove Boys had broken 
Kiig windows R said he was detennined to sell out — I at random 
offered him $400 for whole stock — Said he would take it — Lincoln 
came in next day— proposed that we should take an inventory and 
see what kind of a bargain I had made. Did so and found the 
“traps** were worth $600— L was then out of employment, said he 
woidd give me $125 for my bargain. Proposed that they (L and 
Berry) should take my place— i. e. give their notes to Radford and 
I withdraw mine— R. would not do this without I would be surety — 
L kept store on his own hook about 9 mos. Berry was very trifling 
and failed— I went in with L and helped him close up the business— 
I knew nothing about law, and supposed it was my duty to pay 
Berry’s half of notes and was surprised 5 or six years afterwards 
when I had gone to Tennessee to live, that he was now ready to 
pay me what I had paid for his partner Berry. 


MENTOR GRAHAM 


When L was about 22 said he believed he must study Grammar — 
one could not be obtained in neighborhood — walked for 8 miles and 
borrowed Kir kham s old Grammar. In 1827 he made the rmb— Was 


clerking for Offutt in New Salem, in Dry Goods Store about one 
year— Well liked by every body— \Wiat he said every one relied on— 
Was surety for Berry— his compass chain, etc. were sold on execu- 
tion— James Short bought them and gave them back to him. Lincoln 
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^ ^ story on himself that when his fladboat got full of wata he 
DtMfOT a hole in the bottom and let the water out EmIiwigKtm ^ 

me boat was fast on the mill dam and die mid over die Iwing 
lowest the water ran to that end— 

When I first saw Lincoln he was lying on a trundle bed loddoffi 
a cradle with his foot— was almost covered with papers anil 

There was one half foot qiace between bottom of pants and top of 
socks. 


L. M. GREEN A LAWYER OF PETERSBURGH 

OfEutt said L had been so faithful diat he would xnaVa him Kfa 
chief derk— 

Walked 6 miles to debating Club in ’31 and ’32 Every «hia I 
went to Salem he took me out on the hill and got me to to 

him Ktrkhom— Said to me one day that all his folks seemed to have 
good sense but none of them had become distinguidied, and he he* 
Ueved it was for him to become so— had talked with men who had 
the iqiutation of being great men, but could not see that they dif- 
fered from other men— I never knew him in one mstance to deviate 
from the strictest principles of integri^ and morally. 

Read evmy thing he could get hold of— What was diffim lt to 
most persons seemed open to him— John Calhoun, late of Kansa.s 
being County surveyor appointed L d^u^— Was a good surveyor 
— found as many old comers as any one— Was Post Master one year— 
He always mada a good speech— First political speech made evoy 
one vmrm for him — ^L ma de a speech in 1834 which earned the 
people away— Many then said he would be Govrnnor. 


ROIL CLARY 


Goods for store were hauled from Beardstown. Jack Armstrong 
leveed Lincoln— Tadc said before his death that he threw L but did 
S it fairly-He won us by his bearing and boldnes^Jadc and 
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[Linooh] were the wannest friends during life-jack whipped a 
man for abusing L. Was but one man in army that could throw 
L down-he was Thompson, and by his superior science could tiirow 
every body— L tried to make Jack Armstrong door keeper of House— 
Was elected from New Salem but once. 


DR STEVENSON OF MENARD CO. 


Lincoln surveyed town of Petersburgh, County Seat of Menard 
Co. formerly Sangamon Co. Sawed half day with Cross cut-saw 
against four men who were trying to make him give out. L said he 
never worked harder— A friend of mine once met a part of long nine 
and other members of legislature coming from Vandalia at end of 
session— Were all on horse back but L who kept up wifri tiiem on 
foot, being too poor to keep a horse— L complained of cold: one of 
long ninft said it was no wonder for there was so much of him on 
ground— Gov. of Indiana, being in company with Offutt and Lincoln 
awhile, told Offutt that diat young man l^d talent enough in him 
to make a president— 


DR. JOHN ALLEN 

Lincoln was appointed Post Master at New Salem in 1832, by 
Pres. Jackson. Was almost die only man dien there who could Tnalrp. 
out tike returns. Never saw a man better pleased. Will not be so 
well pleased, if he is elected President of die U. S. Was because, as 
he said, he would then have access to aU die News papers— never yet 
being able to get die half that he wanted before. First speech L 
made in that region was at a country debating club which met in 
an old stone house. Did pretty well— Used to walk 6 miles to attend 
anodier debating Society, and ^practice polemics” as they said. 
'Hiese polemics were espial some times to die best farces played 
in theatre. With but a rare exception Clubs were minposed of men 


157 












the LINCOLN PAPERS 

of no education whatever. While P. M. was anpoinled r w etr fT nr 
v^or-^urve)^ fcom 18351-1884 pretty steadi]y-4Wr^MM 
Salem in Spring of 1831-Spring of went to Wai^ r W—* War 
Man who was a candidate for Csqptain against L. he had iosmoir 
worked for but had fallen out with him and left him 

was so tyrannicdL Way Capt was chosen was that die candidates 
stood out alone and the men walked to die man that they to 
be their leader. At least three out of every four wmit to T.in>vAi 
once, when it was found that he was the choice they Ic^pt nrnm i ng 

h) him from until his opponent was l^t standing almost alffnCi 
He was the most influential man in nei^boihood and I foil badfo 
to see him cut so. 




HENRY McHENRY 

I went to L with a case to piosecute— would not take it because 
he said I was not strictly in ri^t— Could give the other parly 

a great deal of trouble and perhaps beat him but had b^feer 
suit alone. In 1833^ I think went to SpringBdd and bou^tt at an 
auction a copy of Blac^kstone. When he began to study law he would 
go day after day for weeks and sit under an oak tree on bill near 
Salem, and read-moved roimd tree to keep in shade— wa^ so alK 
sorbed that people said he was cxa:^— Sometime did not notice 
people when he met them— Had a case on hands for me foar tihiee 
years, and took it through three courts to Supreme Court and only 
charged me $75. When he rised to speak there was always profound 
silence— Never knew him to swear or drmk a drop of liquor in his 
life. Was always on the side of the weak. 

L. M. Smith who was in L company says he thinks L finaDy got 
every vote for Captain— If I should mention any one thing as emi- 
nently peculiar of UnooHn, it would be that during an acquamtamse 
of SO years, I never heard him state or contend for any thing he i£d 
not believe— Denton OflFutt once said that he thought L had a bettor 
mind tban any man in the U. S. 
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HON, JOHN T. STUART 

We got back from Black Hawk war ten days before election— Us 
friends had proposed him for legislature— 

There are no sticking points in his history— Groth was steady, 
gradual and constant— L not so ready or ingenious as Douglas— first 
impressions not reliable— when he has time to reflect is a very safe 

man — 

Better at defending and improving existing sytsems than in origi- 
nating— -Does not believe in reforming so much as perfecting— 

I believe if elected Pres, he will have a purer administration than 
there has ever been in our Country — Mind of a metaphysical and 
philosophical order— His knowledge of the languages is limited but 
in other respects I consider a man of very general and varied knowl- 
edge Has made Geology and other sciences a special study — Has 
an inventive faculty— Is always studying into the nature of things. 
Oldest boy 17 — ^W^ife is a woman of fine intellect very ambitious — 
Sincerity his forte before a jury — excels in whatever requires dose 


„ . . [June, 1834] 

o the county commissioners court of the county of Sansamon at its 
June term 1834. 

W^e the undersigned being appointed to view and locate a road 
Begining at Musick^s ferry on Sdt creek. (Via) New Salem to Ae 
county line m the direction to Jacksonville— respectfully report— fhat 
we have performed the duties of said view and located as required 
by law Md that we have made the location on good ground and 
beteve the establishment of the same to be necessary and proper- 

law distances as required by 

Michael KiUion 
Hugh Armstrong 
A. Lincoln 
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rrom March 4, 1847, until March 3, 1849, Mr, Lmooh wm a Whte 
rnember of the House of Representatives, in the Copgic sa ot U^ra 
States. From the standpoint of insist into his chsraciBr, th^ 
terial for that period, as represented in the papers, is g^nenDy A 
ing. His correspondence was {nincipally concerned with seeimM 
taming public ofiBce. Naturally, the appeals made to hitw 
emanated from gentlemen belonging to his owi 
always the case. 

John Alexander McClemand, like Mr, Lincoln, was a native 
tucky who had emigrated to Illinois, a lawyer, a veteran 
against Black Hawk, a member of the same Congress, and yean 
to become a prominent brigadier and major general of Volunleen in 
war for the Union. But McClemand was a Dmiocrail, 
which did not deter him in 1847 from asking favors of one who 
an opposing political cause. Witness the following letter: 






PRIVATE Ml VemofL ilL 

May SB. IMT. 

My dr, sr, 

I wish you to write to the Secretary of the Home Department 
stating your wish that he should not remove Braxton Parish from 
the Land Receiver’s office at Shawneetown wiriiout first oonsultiiig 
you, and if it is determined on to make a [removal] changie, I 
you to suspend the change until Mr. Parish’s Cominisskm e x pi r es. 
I make this as a personal request, going further for Mr. P. than 1 
would for myself. I have been induced to [do so] make the request 
because Mr. P. lately left his home in Fr ankl i n Co. to hold die office; 
because he has incured [sic] considerable expense in rdocating; 
in short because his removal now would nrin him pecuniarily. You 
may count upon me under Uke circumstances far a sunilar faoor; 
or for a response in any way in my power. What you may write m 
in answer will be held in inviolable confidCTce. Drop me a line 

directed to Shawneetown. 

Yours, 

/. A McClemoMid 


Hon. A. Lincoln. 


IGO 



1809-1849 


As General Taylor s inauguration approached, loyal and “deserving" 
Whigs looked forward with hope and expectation to an improvement of 
tfiftir personal fortunes. It was in this atmosphere that Joshua F. Speed, 
one of Mr. Lincoln’s most steadfast and confidential friends, wote to him 
on February 13, 1849. When Mr. Lincoln replied a week later he re- 
ported: “I am Battered to leam that Mr. Crittenden has any recollection 
of me which is not unfavorable; and for the manifestation of your kind- 
ness towards me, I sincerely thank you. Still there is nothing about me 
which would authorize me to think of a first-class ofBce; and a second- 
class one would not compensate me for being snarled at by others who 
want it for themselves. I believe that, so far as the WTiigs in Congress are 
concerned, I could have the Genl. Land Oflice almost by common con- 
sent; but then Sweet, and Don; Morrison, and Browning, and Cyrus 
Edwards all w'ant it. And what is worse, whOe I think I could easily take 
it myself, I fear I shall have trouble to get it for any other man in Illinois.” 


House Reps. IS Feby 1849 

Dear Lincoln, 

I wish to write to you fully freely and in strict confidence of my 

action as negotiator in the matter which was the subject of your 
last letter to me— 


I introduced the subject by drawing the Governor out first upon 
the talent, capacity, and standing of Douglas Breeze & others— 
Having done this by way of directing his attention to Tlbnnig men 
—I elicited without exciting distrust an opinion from him as to the 
capacity of Hardin Baker & yourself- 

Do not communicate it to B. for it may prejudice him against the 

Govemor-But in my opinion you stand higher in his estimation 

than he-Bakers moral weight is not as great as it should be-His 

career is regarded as erratic— and he is not thought to possess those 

patient, plodding, business qualifications so necessary to make a first 
rate Cabinet OflScer— 


I do not however believe that Crittenden will exert much influence 
-he has more confidence in Taylors judgment of men than in his 
own-He will I think take a place in the Cabinet himself-and be- 
yond this, in the formation of the Cabinet I do not think he will go- 
So much for my mission in behalf nf Alll* fri^an/l 
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Now for yourself-If you desire any tbing-Bob Todd has as muA 
influence with Crittenden as any one here — 

Do not throw cold water on B ’s hopes by communicating any 

thing here written— I hope he may succeed— and as I said before I 

do not believe Crittenden will aid at all in the formation of die 
Cabinet— 

Your friend 
/. F. Speed 


Even his wife’s family looked to Congressman Lincoln to find a place 
for one of its members who had fallen on hard times. Hence these letters 
from Mis. Lincoln’s father Robert Smidi Todd, her unde David Todd, 
and her cousin Anne E. [Todd] CampbelL 


Frankfort Feb. 20. 1849 

Dear Sir 

I take die liberty of enclosing you a letter from my brother David 
of Missouri, soliciting at the hands of GenL Taylor an appointment 
for his son in law 1^. Campbell, accompanied by one from Mr. 
Crittenden. David & myself are acquainted personally with die 

Cenl. & Mr. Crittenden is our friend. 

Please use your influence to get this matter done by the use of 
the enclosed papers or such as you choose. 

Govt. Metcalfe & Mr. Underwood, will I am sure aid you and 
desire you would in my name solicit their Co operation— I have been 
quite unwell for a few days and worn down widi legislative labours, 
which are any thing but agreeable to me. We are all very well, 

except myself. 

Respectfully 

Yours 

R. S. Todd 


0 o 


[This is endorsed by Lincoln:] Recommendation sent to Home Dept 
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Columbia Mo. 3. Feby. 1849, 


Dear Robert: 

I take the liberty of enclosing you a proposed recommendation 
of my son in law Mr. Thomas M. Campbell of Boonville in this State, 
for an appointment as a clerk in some of the departments at Wash- 
ington, under the incoming administration. He is in dependant in 
circumstances owing to a failiue in mercantile concerns, a few years 
back, as is universally believed by over confidence in a manager of 
his concerns who stripped him— and is revelling upon his means. 
His energy has supported himself and family, and can yet do so— 
but a situation now desired, would place him in a more comfortable 
situation. Those, who are in the West, have been for years placed 
by the action of the General as well as State governments, in perfect 
dependance, without the least aid from official station; and it is 


only by the elective power for small offices, that, any, opposing the 
democracy can obtain the least favor. It is thus, now, in the five 
States adjoining, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin & Illinois. I 
venture to say that in neither is an office held under State or U. S. 


appointment, by a Whig: and you know Mr. Lincoln is the only 
Whig member of Congress from either. Should things so continue, 
or if the new administration, for want of information, or other cause, 
remain indifferent to our condition, we should remain the lowest 
serfs of party in the Union, We have never yielded a contest for our 
principles, and from the causes stated a better set of Whigs, and 
better qualified for office, exist no where, than in the West. I rather 
offer these remarks as an excuse for troubling you with the applica- 
tion named than for any other. Mr. Campbell was raised in Phila- 
delphia, his father Mr. Q. Campbell is alive, and he will receive 
aid from his friends in that quarter. I desire also to aid him, if I can; 
and recommend him as a weU informed, intelligent man, about 40 

yeys oH with a small family to support, of unqLtioned inte^ty 
and good morals. ° ^ 

I desire [to] you to present my wishes, with the recommendation 
to Mr. Cnttenden, and obtain a letter from him or an endorsement 
on mme, as he may desire-and that your own be added in some 
form and that you by letters to Govr. Metcalf and Judge Under- 
wood, request their letters or recommendations to the proper depart- 
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ment, and endose the whole to Mr. Lincdii, wifli a I 0 

add his efifoits, and phuse diCTi before Ihe departments tibeia* 
auguiation. You will greatly oblige me in this matter, if yon 

the interest in it^ that I solidt, for I fed n^sel^ lathm peeanning loo 

much, to act more open in it; (had I powCT to effect any thing i nhhli 
I confess 1 have not) 

My family are in good health: my oldest son for IS wma has bcw i 
in Lo uisi a n a, (at Bastrop) practicing law successfolfy; ray other (a 
physician) follows him nert month. Of diem, 1 have no feais-for 
th^ are stdcdy moral, persevering, and qualified in their praies* 
sions— with ideas of strict economy, which th^ l^adise upon. My 
youngest daughter is finishing schooL SamL B. Todd enjoys better 
health than usual, his femily are wdl— so with R. North’s famify— 1 
farm a little, and peddle the law out, and malm a living— end ei^ay* 
ing health, feel contented. 

Let me hear oftener from you 

Afectionatdu Dadd Todd. 


Ccbmbia ApiU 29A/4& 

Dear Sir 

More than a month since my father received a letter ftteon Umh 
R. S. Todd of T.ftringtnn in which he mentioned having endosed tc 

you a letter firom Gov Crittenden to Gen Ta;^ in beh^df my hna 

band who is an applicant for a siiiall office in \Yashni|^nn. He fcfi 

home about a month since. I recdved a letter feom him last eveni^ 
from Wadiington in which he expresses gceal disappoin t men t in na! 
finding the letter. He supposed you wo^d h^ left it, dir ect^ t i 
hitn^ and requested me to write you, requestii^ the favor of wptini 
to him at Philadelphia immediately if you had received such a lete 
if so whrae It could be found. Please direct to Thomas M. Gampbd 
Care of Quentin CampbelL Let me also solicit 4e favor on ^shw 
of both old acquaintance and rdationsh^ your inflnence m beb^ 
of my husband, a letter from you to any of your influential&iend 
at Wadiinoton would be hig^y aocqplaMe and very giatefuUy 1 ® 
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cdved by him. He has some warm Eastern friends, among them Mr. 
J Ingersol who mentioned to Mr. C. being acquainted with you. 
Your wife is acquainted with my husband, and I hope thinks him 
very clever. You I hope will be influenced by her and myself to have 
the same opinion. Were you to know him I am sure you would. 
Please remember me most affectionately to Mary. I should be de- 
lighted to once more see my dear relatives at Springfield. They are 
and ever will be among my highest and dearest memories. Be kind 
enough to remember me to all of them and excuse in me the trouble 
I have given you and believe me sincerely your 

friend and cousin 
Ann E. Campbell 

Should you have forgotten, ask Mary who I am? 


Ftcm February 14 to June 21 the Honorable Abraham Lincohi, of 
was preoccupied with the question of appointment to the com- 
mi^onei^p of the General Land 0£Sce. At first he endorsed the can- 
^ of c™ Edwords, whib his colleague, Edward D. BakiTu^ 
the ^oioe of Don Morrison. It soon became apparent that unless they 
^d agrro upon a recommendation the desirable post mieht be lost to 
Illinois. When he returned to Soringfield, friends urged Mr. T ■in/>nln him 

irilhe v 


m 

yielded to their solicitations pn 
became hopeless. Meanwhili 


self to seek the place, and in Api 
vided the cause of Edwards an<' 

Justin Buttefield, a Chicago la 
Haary Clay and Daniel Webster 

. . V ^ ^ I , ’ " vuaiur, auu a CXHDDe- 

W ** acwptable to President Taylor’s advisa^, 

s partisan he was not considered to have labored 

betwwn Mn Lincoln wd Mr, Butterfield, and Cyrus Edwards bet^e 
^^Md that Mn Lmcoln had been guilty of duplicity in the half- 

mtense. When at last Mr. Lincoln learned that Mr. Butterfield l2d de- 

him, he was sn orrreved and hurt and embarrassed that he threw 

y mere for more dian an hour. 
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Among the first to urge Mr, Lincoln to seek the commissionership was 
the redoubtable Judge David Davis, of the Eighth Illinois Circuit 

Bloomington Ills. 
Febry. 21st 1849 

[My] Dear Lincoln 

Your letter of Feb 12 is just received— What you state shows the 
infirmity of human nature— all the men who are writing to you are 
thinking about themselves— and they suppose that you have no need 
of their aid— 

[If I was in] My advice is worth nothing. Still were I in your 
place, could I Get it, I would take the Land Office— 

[If so] It is a mistake that you would necessarily [have] finally 
surrender the Law— Shd a change of administration take place, I 
know you well enough to know that you could readily go back to 
the Law, and get in the Circuit & in the Supreme Court as good a 
practice as you want— 

The practice of law in Illinois at present promises you but poor 
remuneration for the Labor— 

Except in the large commercial plans of the State, the practice 
will always be poor— or rather, as long as you & I take any active 

interest in affairs. 

In haste Yr friend 

D. Danis 

R S.- 

Duncan is going to California and it is said has resigned his Post 
OflBce— 

The almost universal sentiment of the town is in favor of the ap- 
pointment to the Post Office of Mr. Hazo Parsons, a worthy man 
who is honest, lame, poor, old, capable, & has a large & helpless 

family— 

I believe there were some papers got up for him and sent to you 
while I was in Springfield. 

If Duncan resigns, you had better have him Parsons appointed 

before you leave-The town universally wants him- 

You would obhge your friends here by going to the Post office 
Department after the new Post Master General is in office, & having 
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fhijg appointment made at once— The town has been cursed with 
Duncan long enough— They dont want him any longer than they can 
help— I am just advised tl^t a large petition for Parsons has been 
sent to you & Wentworth— 

Yr friend 

D Da C IS 


By the close of his term in Confess (he was not a candidate for re- 
election) Mr. Lincoln had attained a prestige sufBcient to warrant New 
England in trying to claim his ancestors. Indeed Mr. Lincoln, whose 
catchword endorsements on envelopes classified his correspondence at 
various times by such terms as “doctrine,** “morality,** “foolishness,** “ap- 
pointments,** “union,** “about California,** “Sumter,** “Baker *s Backers, 
“In Cabinet,** “Greeley,** “private and important,*’ “Needs no answer, 
“villainous articles,** also included “family.** 

His replies to Mr. Solomon Lincoln’s several inquiries are not published 
in the Complete Works, but extracts from them appear in Notes on the 
Lincoln FamiUes of Massachusetts uMh Some Account of the Famibf of 
Abraham Lincoln, Late President of the U, States, by Solomon Lincoln, 
of Hingham; Boston, David Clapp & Son, 1865. 






Hingham, Mass Feb 26. 1849. 

Hon, Abraham Lincoln, 

Dear Sir, 

In a letter which I had the pleasure of receiving from you nearly 

a year since, you gave me some information of your ancestry and 

^l^tives, and mentioned that you would make inquiry of Govt. 

McDowell as to the existence of any of the name of Lincoln in his 
District 

Feeling a strong desire to perfect an account of all the T I 

venture to renew my application to you to learn whether Gov. Mo- 

DoweU is able to refw me to any person in his District from whom I 

could probably obtain any information on the subject, or will he 

prmit me to address him. The names which you gave Abraham 

IsM<^ Jacob, Mordecai &c. are all family names here and I hope vet 
to link you to a New En^and ancestry. 
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1 suppose you will in a few days leave Washinghm-ond 
my desire to mention the subject to you before you lo s e 
opportunity of seeing Gov McDowell. 

If upon your return home, or at any time you should be nM<» to 

devote a little time to aid my investigations, I should he pleased to 
learn whetiber— 

1. Your grandfathers brothers Isaac, Jacob, Thomas & John emi- 
grated to Kentucky? 

2 If they or eitber of them did so emigrate— to what plncwy in 
Kentucky did they emigrate & did they leave desrendanf s? 

3 Did your Uncles Mordecai & Josiah live to be heads of Runilies? 

4 If they did— have they descendants & where? 

I find on reference to your letter of 24 Mardb 1848-^that your 
Uncle Mordecai had three sons viz.— Abraham James and Mor- 
decai— 

5 Did they settle in the West? 

I cannot expect of course to intrude these matters upon you amid 
the busde of the dose of the Session— hut I thought from your kind 
expressions of a willingness to aid me that you mi^t have an oppor- 
tunity to see Gov McDowell before your departure from Washing- 
ton & to communicate to me die result. 

If I shall be able to complete my investigations, it wfll afford me 
very great pleasure to communicate to you full information on the 
subject at any time hereafter— and if I shall be permitted to know 
your address I may be glad to avail myself of the opportunity to 
address you again— 

It was a subject of regret to me when you were in this part of die 
country that I was so situated that I could not do myself the honor 
of seeking your personal acquaintance — ^It will be a great gratifica- 
tion to me if you shall be able to find opportumty to reply to such 

parts of diis letter as may be in your power 

I remain with great respert 

Very truly your obt. smvL 

Solomon Lincoln 
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It seems likety that Mr. lincoln, while in Washington, gained a reputa- 
tion and an au^ence as a raconteur of earthy fables. At least that is die 
impression derived from die following letter written by Moses Hampton 
who had served with him in the Thirtieth Congress. 


Pittsburgh 
March. 30. 1849 


Hon Abm Lincoln 
Dear Sir 


Do you remember the story of die old Virgmian stropping his 
razor on a certain member of a young negro’s body which you told 
and oirmecled it with my ^on to Brazfl-Now my good feUow, I 
am "artei^ that same Mission, and my object in writing to you just 
now is to ask the favor that you will address a letter to Gen Taylor 
or Mr. Gla 3 ^n on that subject— and you may spice it just as highly 
as you please I have made up my mind to stand it— I want that ap- 
pointment and must have if— Will you have die goodness to procure 
a letter from Col Baker, who is well and favorably known to Gen 
Taylor— Any influence you may feel disposed to exer^ shall be re- 
paid with compound interest if ever in my power to do so— 

I want this application to be like your story of the old womans 
/isfc^get larger, the more it is handled— 
l4et me hear fron 


you soon— 


Very truly 
Your friend &c 


M. Hampton 


'• A. Linadn 
Dear Sir 
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^ ^ man m me btate that can secure the 

Appointment it is our earnest desire that you should without delay 
press your claims upon Genl. Taylor for the Office. ^ 

If you will consent to do so, it will aflEord us great pleasure to use 
oim mfluence to promote your success; while at the timp we 
wm take care that no misapprehensions on the part of your hiends 
who are now Soliciting the appointment, shall r«ider you in their 

estimation obnoxious to the suspicion of having acted in bad faith 
towards them personaDy— 

lour early attention to the Subject is in our opinion [w] of great 
importance in the present posture of affairs— 

Please inform us at your Earliest Convenience your determination 

Very Respectfully 
Your Friends 
A G. Henry 
W. B* Warren 
Wm. Pope 
John T. Stuart 
Simeon Francis 


Springfield Ills. April 7. 1849 

Gentlemen: 

In answer to your note concerning the General Land Office I have 
to say that, if the office can be secured to Illinois by my consent to 
accept it, and not otherwise, I give that consent— Some months since 
I gave my word to secure the appointment to that office of Mr. 
Cyrus Edwards, if in my power in case of a vacancy; and more re- 
cently I stipulated with Col. Baker that if Mr. Edwards and CoL 
J. L. D. Morrison could arrange with each other for one of them to 
withdraw, we would jointly recommend the other— In relation to 
these pledges, I must not only be chaste but above suspicion— If the 
office shall be tendered to me, I must be permitted to say “Give it to 
Mr. Edwards, or, if so agreed by them, to Col. Morrison, and I de- 
cline it; if not, I accepf-With this understanding you are at liberty 
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to procure me the offer of the appointment if you can; and I shaT 
feel complimented by your effort, and still more bv its success— It 
should not be overlooked that Col. Baker s position entitles him to a 
large share of control in this matter; however, one of your number, 
CoL Warren, knows that Baker has at all times been ready to recom- 
mend me, if I would consent-It must also be understood that if at 
any time previous to an appointment being made, I shall learn that 
Mr. Edwards & CoL Morrison have agreed, I shall at once carry out 
my stipulation with CoL Baker as above stated— 

Yours truly 
A. Lincoln 


CoL W. B. Warren, & others. 


When Mr. Lincoln was competing for the Land Office commissioner- 

T ?’i. w"?* informed of the posture of affairs in Washington by 
Josiah M. Lucas who then held a somewhat precarious position in that 
bureau. Mr. Lucas was a dtizen of Jacksonville, Illinois, who at one time 
owmed and ethted the lUtnman, served as recorder of Morgan County 
^d whose federal offices included the postmastership of the House of 
Representatives and the Consulate at Tunstall, England. 

April 12/49 

If I TOay be permitted to trespass upon your time and patience a 
few Mes while I urge upon you the necessity of action as regards 
the Commissioner of the Genl. Land Office. Notxvithstanding vou 

W Z E"*>g (I do not Imow Hat ™ 

I do know that BulWeld is trying his best for the place, although 

“ operating through friends-I know further 
te he rs tele^plung persons here, (seeondl, who are in power 
second to Cabmet stations to leave nothing undone &c Pcrtas Z 
^ aware that several of the Cabinet are for him, fo, somefhfog Z 

wing, I have reason to think is his friend Ue™. x.ii ^ 
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that pledges made by politicians were ^mtten in sand, or [in the 
tvatj\ and I think myself few are to be trusted-the fidelity of some 
a\ e proved-therefore, I would urge you to do something and 
that soon— dela\-s are dangerous— and nothing is weU done, ’till ’tis 
done; I do th^ that you could get the appointment-and every 
^shig in Illinois with few exceptions— would say amen— I can’t un- 
derstand Baker— [/ar] for the hfe of me— I disliked the idea of his 
throwing cold water on your case w^hen all the lUinoians here 
wanted you to get the place. If there cannot be an early arrangement 
between Gov Edwards & Morrison— [the] neither will get it, Butter- 
field may get it, but there is much danger of the State loosing it, as 
Alabama, Florida & Mississippi are claiming it If you dont get it try 
and get Morrison to go in for Edwards— Do something quick-any 
body but Butterfield, however— he would be a mere tool, xvithout 
anv will of his own. 

There is no little confusion here, yet, with regard to the oflBces. 
The fine building of the sons of temperance burned last night— I 
hope that you will wTite me soon. 

I would like, through you, to get some prominence, wth old 
Ewing, and Col Warren, the 2d Assistant P. M. G.— I could, perhaps, 
be of scrsice to our friends in Illinois, a letter to them would set Ae 
tiling right, perhaps, they will be sometimes, no doubt at a loss, and 
would like to have at times a \^^lig to consult from [that] our 
State— 

Respectfully yours &c 

J. M. Lucas 

N. B, Tell Francis to send me his “journal” 

/. M. L. 


Z. C. Robbins, who in April 1849 WTOte to inventor Lincoln about a 
device for liftinc^ steamboats and other vessels over shoals, w^as a Wash 

ington “patent agent. 
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Washington D, C. April 13th 184S 

My Dear Sir 

It afFords me much pleasure to inform you that I have obtained a 
favorable decision on your application for a patent for your im- 
proved manner of combining expansible buoys with a vessel, and 
operating the same. The patent be issued in about a month. 
Wishing you prosperity and happiness, I remain Truly Yours 

Z. C. Robbins 

Hon. A. Lincoln 


Washin^on April 15. 1349 

Dear Sir 

Excuse me for again troubling you with [any] another letter but 
believing it to be duty I take die lesponsibibty. Since my last 
letter things bave come to my knowledge which convince me almost 
b^ond a dobt that the strongest efforts are maldns to Tnak«» Butter- 


r that a strong 
further know 


WM leiegrapnea to come on here, and that he is here urging 
his appointment in eveiy conceivable shape— and that it is with But- 
terfield’s knowledge and solicitation that he does it- [end that] I 
have good reasons for believing that Truman Smith and Danl Web- 
ber are backing Butterfield-Do [do] not call me an alarmist-hut 

ir, ask you if it does not look squally. Things are moved here by 
p^sonal importunity-And allow me to inform you, that in my hum- 
ble o^on, i^ess som^g is done by you-you. Sir, the aforesaid 
Buttefield will succeed. The reason why I emphasize die word uou 
K, because you possess an influence here-Baker has little, or no in- 
fluence. and the wind has been taken out of his sails, until they flop 
You ^y douU me but I beheve I am right in my prediction.-^ 
terfiel^ you know w^ asking to be Soliciter-that place, I am cred- 

he was aimous for him to remain-now why, this doSble deaW- 
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You know too, that he opposed Williams, and that he previously dis- 
avowed any intention to do so— I for one, and I know that it is die 
[choice] desire of the Whigs, that you should be tibe man-and I 
must confess I feel much Solicitude in your behalf— I fear friend 
Edwards stands no chance— Morrison is out of the question, [I 
fhinh]-You, I think, can [fool] foil Mr. B. If you intend to make an 
effort I should like to be apprised of it You can confide in m^ 
[having] I [hope] ask that what I here write will be considered con- 
fidential— for should Butterfield be the Commissioner, [it] I sKall (rf 
course, be at his mercy, nothing, however, exists between us but 
friendship,-but individually, I prefer someone else-and I do Know 
that he would not be the choice of the \Vhigs of Tllinn k Baker has, 

from cause, injured himself, and has no influence, 1 regret very 
much. 

Bond will be Marshal,— Prentice’s commission has been annulled— 
on account of being behind with the Government I could inform 
you of certain rumors about [places] appointments &c but will de- 
cline, as it may not be interesting. 

Yours in haste 

J. M, Lucas 


Dear Sir 


Washington May 7. 1849 


I have received your favors,— I get my information from a semi 
official source, that Judge Ymmg will be removed [by] between this 
and the end of the fiscal year. I believe that, could you be present in 
Washington that you could defeat Butterfield— I come pretty nigh 
knowing it. As it regards Morrison, he is out of die question-and it 
is nonsense for him to think about it-I verily believe that you could 


get it— and if my old friend Edwards was [out] off the track your 
chance is the best of any-because CoUamer is for you and so is old 
Rough & tumble— My advice is that you come on immediately [to] 
and w'ork for Edwards as long as there is hope for him with the writ- 
ten understanding with Edw'ards that, provided, he cannot succeed, 
tor him to transfer his strength to you-This done my [word] opinion 
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is that the thin g will go [as] right— I feel it in my bones, and when 
that sign is right, I am seldom mistaken. 1 know that you are imdei 
obligations to Edwards, but I know enough of that good old gentle- 
man, that he is reasonable, and will do what is right— by the by, no 
man has a higher regard for Cyrus Edwards than myself. 

If you will have an immediate understanding with Edwards to the 
effect suggested and come on here with all possible dispatch-~I am 
next to certain the thing will work— there is no mistake about it. Let 


Browning, D, Davis, Woodson, Yates, Williams, and such leading 
Whigs as you know immediately address the President. If the thing 
is pushed immediately^ the thing is settled right — otherwise old But- 
ternuts gets it— Who in the thunder wants him? I am ready to swear 
that Illinois does not — and if I could be in Illinois 3 weeks I could 
defeat him if the voice of the Whigs there are to be regarded. 

We are all for you here — as soon as a fellow comes here from Illi- 


nois or Missouri 1 set him— I have got the boys together on several 
occasions and fliey are all for you to a man — and it is a strong game, 
and Ewing feels it sensibly. I hope you got Davis’ letter— he has 
written a strong editoficd and sent home— I hope it will have its effect 
—By da means come on— Young has written you. Send me the letter 
to^ [YaJ Ewing, Taylor, Warren & Collamer &c &c I can help my 
fiSends better. As to myself I do not know whether I am entirely safe 
or not— I think, however, my chances for permanency is good. Any 
help you can throw in will be thankfully received. 

Please write me immediately-I will write Dr. Henry in a few 
days— ^ 


Your friend 
/. M. Lucas 


Young, die retiring comn 
““ght succeed him 

was, of course Mr. ButterBdd of Chicago 
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THE LINCOLN PAPERS 
(strictly confidential) 


My Dear Sir 


Washington City, May 7. 1849. 


As the time is fast approaching when it is thought some one may 
be selected as my successor; and as I feel much concern for the wel- 
tare of those who will be left behind me, in this office, with whom I 
have been in daily intercourse now for upwards of two years, I have 
thought it would not be amiss to address you a line at die present 
juncture, so that you may peradventure (as Judge Scates would 
say ) by timely interference prevent, what otherwise may happen— 
that is the appointment of some one who would not be acceptable— 
You know what I said to Mr. Ewing in regard to die Sucoessorship— 
and why not lay modesty aside and strike for yourself— From what I 
can learn Mr. B. of C.— contrary to what he said to me when you was 
here, and after having lost the Solidtorship of the Treasury, is now 
playing a strong game for the Land office— Some think he will suc- 
ceed— Now cant you prevent, by urging the cl aims of one A. Lincoln 
—who I am sure, would be more acceptable here than any Whig in 
Illinois? What say you— Whatever you do, it will be well for it to be 
done quickly— and I am very sure that you can succeed better wdth 
this man Lincoln than any person else— 

Your friend 
R. M. Young 

Hon. A. Lincoln 
Springfield 111. 

I understood from Judge Collamer, some week or two ago that he 
would prefer this Mr. Lincoln, he thought— He at the same time 
asked me what I thought of this Mr. B. of C.— 


Washington May 10/^ 

Dear Sir j i.- m. 

If you are not worn out with my letters you can read this-Cnam- 

bers of the Republican is here and he informs that he has been m- 

fnrmed bv letter from St. Louis, that Cyrus Edwards has withdrawn 
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in your favor— I hope it is so. Chambers, inclines towards Morrison, 
but says between you and him— he has no preference— he is decid- 
edly, however, ag ains t Butterworth— and says he won’t do at all. Mr. 
Chambers, showed me a letter purporting to be the proceedings of a 
meeting held at the Court house of Randolph County’ w’hich urges 
the appointment of Morrison— I judge the Court of that County was 
in cession, and a few loafers, having httle else to do, got up the thing. 
The proceedings contained no doubt all the names that endorsed it, 
the niunber is five with Col Servants at its head, the letter was writ- 
ten by Servants. I noticed that one of the signatures was a written 

thus “ Edwards, of Perry County.” Now I still am of the 

opinion, from all that I can learn, that you can get the appointment. 
I would give it as my opinion if it is worth any thing— viz. Come on 
immediately, bring with you all the strength you can— of course you 
know all about such things and will please excuse me for my zeaJ in 
your behalf may be plead as the excuse I am thinking that I will get 
[up] those from the West here present to write letters to the Presi- 
dent in your behalf. I don’t see that it can have any bad effect, if 
properly [manaj] managed. 

Judge Yoimg, I am certain will resign-at least he told me diat he 

would not hold the oflBce— my impressions are that the cabinet are 

treating him cavalierly and are making the place too hot for him. I 

think a great deal of Young and it is wrong to abuse so good a man. 

I assure you there is not a moment to loose and if you do any thing, 

let it be done quickly. Pocket your modesty, as the preacher did his 

religion until you thrash Butterworth. 1 just know you can do it, if 
you will come on— 


Your friend 
/. M. Lucas 


Sir 


wasntngton May [10] 9/49 


This is the second letter which I have written 

)ut the following when too late to take No. 1 < 
!end after it No. 2. 
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I iMve jurt leanied from Ghambeis that Ewing insists mKm But- 
terneld— and friat he is ^ man— [he tis] Ewing used tiiis language 
viz. “That he antic^ted much trouble in land tides-and that as die 
man was to come from niinois,” that he chooses Butteifield for die 
reason that he is the most profound lawyer in the State, espedaUy as 
a Land lawyer— this is his language— Morrison is writing to Cham- 
bers but C. told me he intended to write to Morrison to Imiglit tW 
he need not come on diat Butterfield would get the 
Now, Sir, you have the case before you, and I doubt not tHat you 
can see how the land lies. Taylor is for you, I think, and so is CoUa- 
mer. Whatever you do, do quiddy 

Yours &c 

Lucas 


The orthographical idiosyncrasies of Colonel Augustus H. Chapman, 
who wrote of the serious illness of Ihomas Lincoln, extended even to his 
rendering of Abraham Lincoln’s foster brodier’s name: John D. John- 
ston. C(^nel Chapman’s wife Harriet was the daughter ra Mr. lincoln’s 
cousin, Dennis Hanks, and once had stayed for more than a yeas and a- 
half in the T .infinln home in Springfield, wh^e she found Lincoln 
extreme^ difficult to get along with. 


Charleston Ills May 24th 184S 


Lincoln 


Sir at die special request of J. D. Johnsin I write you to inform you 
of the very Severe illness of your Fatiier. He was atadcen wifli alesion 
of the Heart Some time Since & for the last few days Has been get- 
ting much Worse & at this time He is very Low indeed. He is veiy 
anxious to See you before He dies & I am told diat His Cnes for you 
for the last few days are truly Heart-Rendering. He wishes you to 
come & see Him instondy if you possibly can. If you are fearfull of 
Leaving vour family on account of the Children & can bring them 
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With you we would be very Glad for you to bring them with you. 
the Health of our place is excelent & Harriett & I would be very glad 
to Have bring them with you as we are very comfortably fixed & will 
do all we can to render your stay agreeable. 

Yours in great Haste 

A. H. Chapman 

you need Have no fears of your Fathers SuflFering for any thing 
He may need as Harriett & I will See that He Has everything He 
may need. 

A. H. C. 


Dennis Hanlcs once wrote of Thomas Lincoln that he ‘loved his Reli- 
tives Do an)^g for them he could,” but he doubted that Abraham re- 
turrcd his rather s affection. He didn’t know whether “Abe Loved his 
farther Veiy weU or Not,” but added “I Dont think he Did.” In any event 
he seems not to have responded to this appeal from John D. Johnston. 


friday morning Char. May 25th 1849 

Dear Brother 

1 hast to inform you That father is yet a Live & that is all & he 
Craves to See you all the time & he wonts you to Come if you ar able 
to git hure, for you are his only Child that is of his own flush & blood 
& It is nothing more than natere for him to crave to See you. he says 
he has afl m(^ Despared of Seeing you, & he wonts you to prepare 
to meet him m the unknown world, or in heven, for he thinks ^t 
ower Savour Savour has a Crown of glory, prepared for him I wright 
this wth a bursting hart, I Came to town for the Docttor, & I ^TOn 

“ effort Come, if your ar able to get hure, & he wonts 

li- ^ prepare to 

meet him M owr Sawmrs feel, we are all well, your Brother to halt 

/. D. Johnston 
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As annomced in Colonel Chapman’s second letter, Thomas T.inf>n1n 
recovered from this illness. He died Tannarv 17 IMI 


Charleston Ills May 28th J849 

Mr Lincoln 

Sir on Friday last I wrote you at the request of J. D. Johnson 
which I suppose Has given you Considerable unecessary trouble on 
account of your Father. I was fearful at the time I wrote to you that 
I was giving you considerable unecessary uneasiness & So told John- 
sin, but he said that it was not So. I wished him to wait untill Allison 
returned from your Fathers but he would not consent on the 
grounds that if He did not Send you a Letter then that he would not 
Have the Opportunity of writing until the present Mail. So I wrote 
you at his Earnest Solicitation & He had the Letter Mailed instontly, 
I now Have the pleasure of informing you that your Father is not 
only out of all Danger but that He is not afficted with a Disease of 
the Heart as Dr. Allison Supposed all along but that his illness arose 
from an xmusual amount of matter being confined in His Lungs 
which accasioned the Oppression of the Heart & Led Allison to Sup- 
pose this Disease was one of the Heart— Yesterday & to day He has 
raised a Large amount of Matter or fleghm from Lungs & is almosi 
entirely Releaved & will doubtless be well in a Short time* 1 hop€ 
vou will receave this before you get off for this place if you are in- 
tending to come here as I would be very Sorry indeed for my Lasi 
Letter to cause you to Leave any important business that you Migh 
Have on Hands & that required your imediate attention. I hope yoi 
will forgive me for writing you as I did without Knowing what I wa 
about & promise for the future to be more careful! Harriett Send 

Her love to you all 

Respectfully yours 

A. H, Chapman 
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Springfield Ills. June 5. “49 

Dear Sir 

Would you as soon I should have the Genl. Land OfiBce as any 
other Illinoian? A. Yes If you would. Write me to that effect at 

Washington where I shall be soon— No time to loose— 

Yours in haste 

A. Lincoln 


I most sincerely wish you success. 

D.E. 


Taylorville. Christian Co. 

June 6. 1849 

Dear Lincoln— 

I rec’d on Yesterday a letter from Dr. Henry telling of the trouble 
about the Land OfBce— ^ that you had gone to Washington, & de- 
siring me get any Whigs hereabouts to join in a letter addressed to 
Genl. Taylor 

I have written herewith a Letter which I enclose to you--& if it 
suits— & will do any good, of course deliver it— 

The appointment of old Butterfield would be outrageous— The 
party in this State— if such is the policy— is flat— 

Is it not strange-that the voice of Members of Congress from a 
State is not taken about appointments 

Wishing you success 

Your friend 
David Davis 


Emerson signed the Letter with me— He was the only Whig 
Lawyer here out of Springfield-The untimely death of my poor 
friend Colton has overwhelmed me with grief- 
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COPY. 


Spring^eW. June 8 . 1849 


Hon: N. Pope: 

Dear Sir: 

I do not know that it would, but I can well enou^ conceive it 
might embarrass you to now give a letter reccommending me for *e 
General Land OfBce-Could you not, however, without wnb^ rrass- 
ment, or any impropriety, so far vindicate tihe truth of history, as to 
briefly state to me, in a letter, what you did say to me last spring on 
my arrival here from Washington, in relation to my Tvwiming an 
applicant for that oflBce? Having at last concluded to be an appli- 
cant, I have thought it is perhaps due me, to be [able] to 

show the influences which brought me to the rvtnrliirinn— amnng 

which influences the wishes and opinions you eroressed wsne not 
the least— 

Your ObL Servt 

A. Lincoln 


9 

O 9 
9 


[This copy is in Lincoln’s holograph] 


Dr Sir 


Sprin^ld June 9th 1849 


Situated as we are it is unpleasant to my feeling and I presume 
equally so to yours to go to Washington upon such a mission as we 
are embarked in— I would wish to avoid the imputation which such 
a proceeding may subject us to among friends and enemies— I there- 
fore propose for your consideration whether it would not be better 
for us both to remain at home: which I am willing to do. If you are 
—please send an answer by the bearer; 

Respectfully 
Your Obt Sent 

J, Biitterfidd 


Hon* A. Lincoln 
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Springfield. ]une 10/49 

A Lincoln Esq- 
Dear friend. 

I leam tiat Mr. B. has left this moming-for Chicago-and thence 
to Washington— City— I have no doubt of your success— still the true 
p lan is to leave no stone unturned. Let me then ad\ase you— not to 
delay any time on your way — reach the City as soon as possible — I 
have written several letters to my friends in the South requesting 
them to forward letters direct to Old Zack. They were put in the 
ofiBce this morning— I was told this morning that Butterfield is very 
much alarmed— it is thought by news he has rec’d from Washin^on 
—Nil desperandum is the motto of physicians in desperate cases of 
disease & I presume it will he Mr. B’s in his case 

Your friend truly 

/. M. Davis 


Mt. Carmel Wabash Co. Illinois 

11th June 1849 

James Brooks Esq- 
Dear Sir 

Some remarks of yours occassioned by the appointment of tiie 
Marshall for New York has induced me to adress you on the sub- 
ject of an appointment now pending at Washington. I believe it is 
conceded that the Com. of the Land OflBce is to be taken from this 
State. The appointment rest between two individuals Hon A. Lin- 
coln late M. C. from this State & a Mr. Butterfield from Chicago. If 
the administration pays any regard to the wishes of the Whigs & 
more particularly the working Whigs Mr. L. will receive the ap- 
pointment. Mr. Lincoln from flie first organisation of our parly in 
1839. to diis day has been active in the cause: was a candidate for 
Elector in /40 & / 44: traversed the State from one end to the other, 
addressed the people in almost every County & with great effect I 
speak but the universal sentiment of the Whigs when I say that he 
has contributed more to sustain the Whig cause than any other man 
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m the State. And while he has been thus active he has at all times 

retaine the respect & confidence of the Democrats & probably there 

is no man in our ranks whose appointment would be more satisfao 

tory to them than Mr. Lincolns. Mr. L. fitness in point of ability will 

not be denied All of which together with his general acquaintance 

would make it a suitable & extremely popular appointment with all 
parties in this State. 

On the other hand if Mr. Butterfield has ever aided the Whigs in 
any way I have yet to learn it Indeed, I never heard of him as a 
Whig, never met him in Convention, never knew of his addressing 
the people at any time. But he may have done some service in the 
cause, yet it is so slight as not to be remarked I have been familiar 
with all prominent political movements in this State from the first 
orgamsation of the party in 1839 to the present day: was present at 
the first convention in that year, a member of the one that formed 
the ticket in /44 & at others in /47 & / 48. And in all that time [frofn] 
\iz. from /39 to /49 in constant correspondence with Whigs in all 
parts of the State & while Mr. Lincoln was frequently referred to as 
addressing or about to address meetings I never heard Mr, Butter- 
field mentioned as in any way connected with our party. I do not 
wish to be imderstood as sa)4ng that Mr. B. is not a V^g. I presume 
he is : but being a gentleman of decided ability has taken good care 
to husband the talents given him for some other purpose than ad- 
vancing the interest of the party to which he belonged 

I have t^en the liberty addressing you on on this subject because 
I know you feel an anxious desire for ihe success of Whig principles: 
and hope if not inconsistent with your views will aid us Working 
Whigs in securing the appointment of Mr. Lincoln. 

Mr. Lincoln is now in Washington City. For myself I refer you to 

my brother in Law R. H. Waller Esq. of your City 

I am yours respectfully 

Wm. T. Page 
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Buffalo June 13. 1849 

My dear Sir 

Yours of the 5th inst. was rec" A this moming, 

I think i gave last winter to Mr. Butterfield of Chicago a letter 
recommending him for some place— it may have been Comr. of the 
G. L. OflBce for which I understand he is a candidate-and I cannot 
therefore consistently write for you such a letter as you desire. 

I have known Mr. Butterfield for many years & have a high 
opinion of his competency & should hate therefore to do any thing 
which might seem to be opposed to the letter I gave him last winter. 

In great haste 
Very truly yours 

The Hon Hall 

A. Lincoln 

Washn 


Chicago June 15 1849 

My dear Sir, 

1 have heard that you are a candidate for the office of Land- 
Commr.— K so is there any way in which I can serve you? I neither 
have nor seek influence with “the powers that be” —believing the 
commodity rather troublesome than useful— yet for your sake I 
should be willing to have a little— helping your appointment would 
give me great pleasure 1st— because I know you would make an ex- 
cellent public officer & 2dly.— on account of the personal feelings of 
kindness & esteem with which in common with aU the Whigs o£ the 
30m Congress 1 regard you 

1 am very truly &c 

William D. Alt 


Hon. Abm Lincoln 
Dr. Sir 

Your letter althoo^ dated June 4th did not reach until the 16th- 
Most assuredly I would not only as soon you should have the Genl. 
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i^and Uibce as any other niinoian, but if the appointment was in mv 
power I would give it to you immediately or eooner if j 

leto i, to Uie Secy, of the Ho« 

u^artt wthout knowmg whether that is exactly ri^ at not-But 

ir it IS such as you would be willing to show, its direction may not be 

very mateiiaL I wish you qi>vTss . ^ 


Wilkes Barre June 18. 1849 


Very truly 


Yours &C. 
Chester Buder 


MiUon Fa. June 18. 1849 

Friend Lincoln 

As I “would as leave ” and a little leaver, see you in the 
Land OfiBce, “as any other Illinoian” I send you the enrlpsed . I reed, 
your letter yesterday, & answer at once as you say no time is to be 
lost Go it strongl & do not permit any one to chedt mate you. 1 hooe 
to hear of your success. 

All well. 1 am now engaged in the dry details of the law, & expect 
to continue so. 

Yours truly 
Jas. PoUock 


Dear Lincoln 

I give you a letter with great pleasure. I had not only “as lief you 
should have tiie o£Bce as anodier Illinoisan" but a little ‘liefa.” 

I remember very well when a small band of GenL Taylors ftirads 
(30 in number) at Washington, and you one of them, brou^t about 
hk TinminaHnn : since then many have received die credit of that act 
who are in no way entided to it, but about your action there is no 
mistake 

Truly yrs 
Alexon^ Evans 
Elkton Md. June 23. 1849 
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Disillusioned, mortified, and aggrieved by his failure to secure the Land 
OfiSce appointment, Mr. Lincoln returned to Springfield and his practice. 
Gradually he resumed his place at the bar. He paid little attention to 
politics. And then, in the summer of 1854, something happened which 
marked die beginning of the most important period of his career. On 
May 30 President Fr anklin Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, which 
had been championed by Democratic Senator Stephen A. Douglas, of 
Illinois, and which repealed the Missouri Compromise. In accordance ^\^th 
the “popular sovereignty* doctrine of Senator Douglas, it would leave to 
the citizens of die area the right to determine whether it should be free 
or slave-holding territory. An immediate result was the redistribution of 
political forces. Mr, Lincoln did not at once announce his position, but in 
August he took the stump in behalf of the candidacy of Richard Yates for 
the House of Representatives on an “Anti-Nebraska* platform. A change 
came into the matter and maimer of his speeches. They contained a new 
cogency, directness, shrewd analysis, which differed conspicuously from 
the broad humor and oratorical flourish which formerly had characterized 
them. More than that, he established himself as the leader of a cause and 
the most outspoken opponent of the theories so eloquendy expounded 
by the “litde giant,” Senator Douglas. He continued to call himself a 
\^g but influences were at work which would bring him into the Re- 
publican par^. 

Abraham Jonas, who invited Mr. Lincoln to speak in Quincy (he de- 
livered die address at Kendall’s Hall on November 1) was an Fuglish 
Jew, and one of Mr. Lincoln’s most loyal suppcaters. 


Quincy Ills. Sep 16. 1854 

A Lincoln Esq. 

Sprin^ld lUs. 

My Dr Sir 

m are in the midst of what will probably be the wannest contest 
for Congress that we have ever had in this district-if the election 
was near at hand— Williams, I think would be elected beyond a 
doubt-This district is to be the great battle field, the defeat of Rich- 
ardson at this time, would be die downfall of Douglas, Standing and 
occupying the same positition on the Nebraska humbugs-every foul 
and unfair means will be brought to operate against Williams- 
Douglas is to be here and will \ sneak] in this jind Alhpr oAiini^Ac 
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h! has just left for Oquaka-it being oomt in 

Henderson on Monday next-and has requested me to say to von. 

at he, M well as all the Whigs here, would be much ratified if 
you could make it convenient and pay us a visit; while the Hh 1«» 
giant IS here. It is believed by all who know you, that a reply ftom 
you, would be more effective, than from any other— I trust you may 
able to pay us the visit and thereby create a debt of gratitude on 
the part of the Whigs here, which they may at some time, have it m 
their power, to repay with pleasure and wiA interest-we do not 
exactly known when Douglas will be here— but you consent to 

vnll let you know in time-^I will thsiTiV you to answer 
this as soon as convenient-and be assured that nothing will afford 
greater pleasure to your personal friends and the Whigs generally 
th a n your consent to visit us — and the Douglasites would as soon see 
old Nick here as yourself— The present indications here are good— 
This county will do better, or I am much mistaken, than it ha<e d pop 
for many years— Pike will give a decided majority for us— Brown will 
do as well as on former occasions, although Singleton is doing all in 
his power against us— we here favorably from all parts of the district 
—and I think with your assistance, we can check mate them* Trust- 
ing to hear from you soon 

I remain Yrs truly 

A Jonas 


One week after receiving the following invitation from Mr* Wilson, 
Abraham Lincoln addressed a large gathering in CMcago’s North Maxket 
Hall, and the Journal commented: “The impression created by Mr. linooh 
on ail men, of aU parties, was first, that he was an honest man, and second, 
that he was a powerful speaker.” 

Journal Office Chicago 

OctaDthl8S4 

Friend Lincoln 

Our folks up tins way would be pleased if you could mate it coor 
trt aHrlrMic tfum at some time vou may name prior to dm 
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Hection. It woxild be most acceptable if you could make it conven- 
ient to be here for a day or two before speaking, to learn a little of 

the northern Light, but be assured whenever you come you will 
receive a cheerful welcome. ^ 

P^t me to wngratulate you on “the points” you made against 

toe tottlegian^ & Particularly the one where the idea of the Whig 

Party [was] being dead was repudiated-It told up this way with 

good effect Our folks want you to come & I think it would have a 

most excellent ^ect not only upon the present canvas, but for future 
achon consequent upon the result. 

“If ’“r « f a day as practicable if you can 

I* necessary arrangements. How do you 
rehsh the Election returns? ^ 

Do^ CMne to town to night pretending to have the ague. 4 

^hably ca^ be mdnced to speak hero again. Gen. Cass is toe 4 

^an^i^d to speak thfc evening but it will be to a ve^- slim erond. 
Cu ^rf Ky „ also here 4 b« been for several da^ 4 1 learn 
^ axistoD 4 BeS are eqtoed soon. What die movement is I 

tt is au aeddental, but it looks to me very m.^h 

as if toere was gomg to be a shift in the wind ^ 

mSr State looks very weU & the lowest figures I can 

of Shields fe cert^. ^ Sooa opportumty of knowing the defeat 

You would oblige me by an early reply. 

Very truly yours 
Richard L. Wilson 

HoraceV^^ ** addressed Hon A. B. Lincohi Springfield Ills By Mr. 


Lincok had had to Sw^f/SilLine*^ known. Mr. 
<«ce be was eenvbwed to a Whig f 
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jounced to his friends : T want the chance of beinir the man." He 
HoratIwiS subject, beginning November lo. 

m lus twentieUi year, and a reporter for the Chicago Jownd. He 

^coln s counten^ce, “so overspread with sadness” diat he diooeht 

of been translated from the fri£ 

Tfihuw” ^ White was later to become the editor of tibe riiinog^ 



, Springfield, Oct, 25, 1854. 

Mr. Lincoln: 

Dear Sir: 

In regard to your visit to Chicago concerning whidi Mr. Wilson 
wrote to you, I am authorized to state that it is the frirthest from 
[our ] the wishes and [intest] intentions of our people to dmuive 
Mr. Gates of your assistance in case he ^ould need it 
To come at the point at once; (I don’t know whefh» Mr. 
Wilson wrote to you about it or not) the Whigs are bound to 
elect a U. S. Senator in place of Shields. Chicago has five votes m 
the Legislature and influences a great many more in Northem 
nois. Part of our [R] Representatives in the next Assembly will be 
Whigs, part Free-Soilers & part Anti-Nebraska Dmnocrats. These 
Democrats might bolt at the nomination of a Whig for the Senate. 
It would be unprecedented if they didn’t. The idea is to have yoo 
go to Chicago and make a speech. You will have a crowd of from 
eight to ten or fifteen thousand and the r^ult will be diat the people 
will de man d of their Representatives to elect a Whig Senator. What 
might be doubtful otherwise will dius be rendered certain. Yhe 
time [to] necessary for this coup d eUA would not be mote than 
three days at the most 
Of course it is all at your discretion. 

Very respectfully 

Horace White 
Chicago “JoumaT 

Hon. A. Lincoln 
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Mn Lmcoln was mystified by the following letter from Ichabod Cod- 
ding. He replied November 27: 


“ . . I have been perplexed some to understand why my name 
was placed on that committee. I was not consulted on the subject, 
nor was I apprised of the appointment until I discovered it by acci- 
dent two or three weeks afterward. I suppose my opposition to the 
principle of slavery is as strong as that of any member of the Re- 
publican party; but I have also supposed that the extent to which 
I feel authorized to cany that opposition, practically, was not at all 
satisfactory to that party.’’ 


Chicago Nov. 13 1854 

Hon. A Lincoln 
Dear Sir, 

By request of those members of the Republican State Central 
Committee, residing in Chicago & vicinity, I hereby inform you that 
there will be a meeting of said committee in this City tbijc week 
Friday (17th inst) at die ofiice of J. E. Farnsworth opposite the 
Sherman House at 2 o clock P. M. Your attendance is requested. 

Yours truly 
I Codding 


Elihu Benjamin Washbume, who rraorted 
ncoln’s prospects, was a member of the I 


sentatives. 


My dear Sir 


Galena Illinois 
Nov. 14. 1854. 


hfy frien^ the Hon George Gage, the Senator elect from Lake & 
McHeniy Counties, came over and spent the day with me on Sun- 
day last We talked a good deal about U. S. Senator and I was giati. 


191 










the LINCOLN PAPERS 

fied to fed that he agreed with me tibat you should be the man if we 
cxmld elect any body. I was iq>on tiie point of witting you this fact 
when I received your letter of the 10th. last ni^ to ?^di I ^ 

nasten to reply. You are my choice above all odieis and any thinir 
1 can do to secure your success, shall be done. In this district we 
have now made a dean thing of it so far as the Legislatuie is oon- 
cem^ Every single Senator and representative bdongs to die Re- 
publican Party. I will just tell you who they ar^ where they live 
and what their political antecedents have been; 


Senators, 

Geo. Gage, Lake & McHenry Counties. Free-Soiler. Strong for 
you. Post-ofiBce, McHenry, McHenry Co., His. 

Wait Talcott, Winnebago district Abolitionist, but will be nrae- 
ticable. P. O, Rockton, IDs. 

John H. Addams, Joe Daviess & Stephenson, lives at Cedarville, 
Stephenson Co. He is an old Whig and will be for you without 
doubt 


'RepreseniaHves 

Joe Daviess ir CarroJL Dr. W. A. Little, of Elizabelh in dus 
County, and Porter Sargent of Savanna, CarroU Co. Both iEeo< 5 Qil 
Whigs and I have no doubt will be for you. 

Stephenson Co, Thomas J. Fraser, Freeport, whom you know. He 
is identified against Nebraska and witib the Republicans;, but where 
he win be on Senator 1 do not know. I guess he would like to be 
Speaker of the House. That is worth looldng to. 

Winnebago. Dr. Wm. Lyman, Rockford. Qri^nally an old demo- 
c:rat, but a thorough republican. I cannot say how he will he, but 
I think “ri At on the main question.” 

Ogfe. Prof. D. J. Pinkney of Mt Morris-Whig and Republican 

& I think will be for you. 

Boone ir McHenry, Wesley Diggins, Chemung, and Rev Luther 
W. Lawrence, Belvidere-the former an old abolitionist and the lat- 
ter an old Whig. I think they will be for you. 

Lake. Hurlbut Swan, an old Whig free-soiler, Vfbo will go with 

Gage. His P. O. is Fremont Centre, Lake Co. 
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I have not yet seen sufSdent returns to know how the Legislature 
will stand, but it seems to me if the anti-Nebraska men or republi- 
cans have a majority in both branches you ought to be able to go 
through. I should like to hear from you how matters stand in this 
regard. 

1 shall leave for Washington in some ten days. 

My majority is 6000 over Jackson and 5000 over both him & Ferry. 

I am sorry that Dick was beaten. 

Yours Truly 
£. B. Washbume 


Peoria Novr. 16th 1854 

Dear Lincoln 

Your favor of the 10th instant only came to hand last evening I 
embrace the first opportunity to reply 

Our Election here terminated gloriously. We have elected Grove 
and Henderson in this Representative District And Dr Arnold to the 
Senate in this Senatorial District Dr. Boal is also Elected to the 
House from the Woodford Marshal & Putnam District All of whom 
are good Whigs and 1 think all are for you And you may rest assured 

that 1 will use all my powers with them and any others in your 
behalf. 

But allow me to call your attention to a matter connected with 
the subject of your letter well worthy of your attention and perhaps 
immediate action You 1 see have been Elected as a member of the 
Legislature. Allow me to call your attention to the 7th Section of 
the 3rd Artidie of our new Constitution which makes you ineligible 
for the Senate of the U. S. Now if you decline accepting the seat in 
the legislature and so noti^ the Governor and have a new Election 
this will save your bacon I merely suggest this as worthy of your 
immediate consideration It has been talked of here amongst some 
of us as your being the Choice for Senator And the fact of your 
ineligibility has been mentioned which will have a tendency to 
injure your prospects unless it is removed immediately. Let me hear 
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trom you on the receipt of this letter on this point Are you not 

you take your Seat and have another Beetton and aave y^uiadf? 
Be sure to write me immediately youisejrr 

Agam let me ref^at I am for you against aU others from any quar- 

er and shall he glad to do what I can for you. I beUeve we^ will 

ave M Anti Nebraska Majority in both houses Nwv as Whigs we 

must be liberal in the organization of the Senate & House in the 

disposal of the ofiBces between Whigs & Anti Nebraska democrats 

It we want to get the U S Senator Is not this right These are my 
reasons ^ 

I hope to be in Springfield in December and shall probably be 
there when the legislature meets. I do not know of any o£Bce I want 

there unless it should be to bear expenses while log rolling for 
friends 

But write me fully on receipt of this for I can do you good if the 
difficulty is removed suggested above 

Yours 

Respectfully 
£. N. PoioeH 


KnoxtnUe Novr. 17/54 

Hon A. Lincoln 
Dr Sir 

Yours of the 10th Inst, finds me with more care on my Should^ 
than I can well stagger under. The death of my Partner, soon after 
my Return from Washington, leaving my business so much at loose 
ends that I am compelled to labor night & day to get Ready to Re- 


turn. 

In thig Section you are favorably Known, and I have no doubt 
would be generally preferred to otiiers 
Samuel W. Brown— Ga/esburg is elected in Knox 
Babcock— Canton in Fulton 
Thos. J. Henderson Toulon in Starke 
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? Lee— Rock Island 
Dr. Robert Boal— Lacon 
Henry Grove— Peoria 
? Rice Oquawka 

Most of these I presume you Know nearly as well as I do. 

The State Register concedes the Election of Archer which ( aside 
from personal Regard for Yates ) is a fair offset against Harris. 

So far as I am posted we Shall doubtless have a Majority of Anti 
Neb. Members in the House— but I fear that Ranged on old Plat- 
forms die Locos may prevent the Election of a Whig Senator. 

If in this Respect I should be happily disappointed, and Shields 
place is supplied by a Whig, I shall think better of our Sucker State 
than I ever expected tol 

Yours Very truly 

James Knox 


Peoria Noc 18 1854. 

Dear Sir 

Your favor of 13th inst is now before me. Absence from home on 
a visit to Chicago prevented an earlier answer. 

I have no objection to stating fully my views as to the United 
States Senatorslffp. I believe that a very large majority of the men 
who voted for me expect me to vote for you, that is they prefer you 
to any other person. I confess also that so far as I am acquainted 
with yom political views I prefer you to any other person, but before 

committing myself fully, it would afford me pleasure to hear from 
you as to one or two matters further. 

1. Are you eligible to the office under our constitution. My infor- 
mation is that you are a member elect to the House. 

2. I understand you to be opposed to the extension of Slavery into 

Territory now free: I would expect you to maintain this position 
on all occasions. ^ 

3. At some time when it could be done in a proper spirit I should 
like to see Slavery abolished in the District of Columbia. In my 
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jua^ent me contmuance of Slavery tbere works no benefit to the 
i^tution m the States. I disclaim all right on tiie part of the Federal 
Government to interfere with the institution of Slavery when it ex- 
^ m the States, but the power of the Government over the District 
is allmost universally conceded and in a proper time & manner I 
would rejoice to see it abolished there. Would you vote for such a 
law. I dont ask to become an agitator nor to go for it as a mat- 
ter of msult or invitation to the South but in your own quiet good 
humoured way relieve the nation of the disgrace of sanctioning 
slavery at the National capital. And if you caimot go for that would 
you go for submitting the question to the people of fliat District for 
settlement. If your views harmonize with min e then you are my man 
as at present admired. As to your views on national policy they 
accord with my own altogether You may put me down as pretty 
sure for Abe. Will you do me the favor to send me a copy of the 
rules of the last House. Who do you go for for Speaker. Do you 
know just how matters will stand with us so far as the two houses 
are concerned 

Yours truly 

H, Grove 

Hon A. Lincoln 


P. S. One word further I dont want you to commit yourseH to any 
party or views. Think and act as becomes the Senator of Illinois & 
Lincoln, but dont lash us to Slavery in any way. 


It will be remembered that Ward Hill Lamon was a law partner of Mr. 
Lincoln. 


DanvUle Illinois 
Nov. 21st 1854 


A Lincoln Esq 

Dear Sir: t_ j c- 

Your favor of the 10th instant mailed at Clinton is at hand-Smce 

its reception I have seen Dr. Courtney (our Representative^ect) 
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upon the subject to which your favor related; and he authorised me 
to say to you that he is “unqualifiedly for you for the U. S, Senate- 
before any other man in the State”— Oux citizens here appear to look 
forward with a great deal of interest to the time that you will be a 
member of that Body— there appears to be but one feehng here upon 
the subject— At what time during the Session of the Legislature will 
the Election probably come ofiF— I intend, to go to see friend 

Campbell and will defer my visit to him until [unti] that event 
occurs provided it will come off during the early part of the Session 
—please let me knowl and say how poor Campbell is getting— I feel 
a deep interest in him— 

Our Clark vs Hoxworth et al. suit was again continued— owing to 
a misdescription of the land— you did not describe the land as it was 
in the Mortgage— I asked leave to amend the Bill— would I not better 
require them to answer under Oath? They deny everything— 

I have commenced about fourteen suits against the Great North- 
ern Rail Road Company (on appeal from Ae Report of the Com- 
missioners ) for damages, in the next circuit court-You will be here 
if you are well, will you not?— There is great excitement here all the 
time in regard to die bailing of George High — The horse company 
come to Danville every day or two supposing that I am going to 
have him bailed out— and they are going to take hini up again imme- 
diately and take him to Indiana— I will not give them any satisfaction 
about it-But Levin G Parmer is going his bail & old Isaac High is 
going to place the money ( $1500.00 ) in his hands to secure him— I 
would not be at all surprised [that] if they should kill him (judging 

from the excitement at this time ) —Great excitement here about the 
Banks no news in Danville at this time— 

Please write to me immediately on the reception of this-In great 

Yours Respy 

Ward H Lamon 

f ^ p Commissioners 

0 e . W. R. R. C. on whom must the process be served will it 
answer to serve it on their attomey?-A very pretty little woman 

spoke to me yesterday to obtain a divorce from her “Infidel Cali- 
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fofTtta husband —pidging from her conversation she Uke to 

o SpecUd Session for that purpose as she has a flatterms idumce 

to marry again -s 


[No i nitial s at end of postscript! 


Washington Deer. 22nd 18S4 

Hon A Lincoln 
My dear Sir 

I spent but a day in Chicago and that day it was cold and snow- 
ing— and very unpleasant to get about— I only saw one member of 
the Legislature and that on Saturday night and he was so much 
engaged in some of his business afiahs that I did not get a chance 
to mention the matter of the Senate to him. 

There is the greatest anxiety here as to the dection of a Senator 
from our State— The peculiar connection of Dou^as with die State 
& the Nebraska question causes diat election to be looked to wi t h 
more interest thw that of any other State— I saw Richardson to 
day— He says Shields will be elected by 6 majority but he knows 
nothing about it— Col Caruthers told me to day that the Delegate 
from Kansas (Whitfield) says that Kansas beyond all doubt will be 
a Slave State— If that be so, what will Douglas, Harris, State Regr. 
et cet. do by way of apology to all those to whom they asserted so 
positively and pertinaciously that Kansas would inevitably and cer- 
tainly be free? 

I ^ould like to hear brom you during the first of tike Session- 

Very truly 
Your friend 
Eichd, Yates 
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Bloomington llh 
Tuesday morn 

Mr Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

Judge Davis has talked with me about going north to see some 
members, and since then has shown me your your letter I told him 
in the first instance that I thought I could go to-day but I find now 
that I cannot leave before the last of the week & may be not xintil 
the first of the next— 

The reason for my delay is that about a week since my wife s 
sister came to visit us at the Pike House and the next day was at- 
tacked with a Typhoid fever She has not been dangerously sick but 
as there was no other man to rely upon I could not think it right 
to leave She is now recovering and as soon as she can be moved to 
my own house where she will have a plenty of attention I will go 

I wish you to call upon me freely for any assistance you think I 
render you or use me in any way you may think you can make me 
available 

I shall come to Springfield when the session commences 

Yours truly 

L Swett 


Friday night Janu. 12. 1855 

My Dear Sir: 

I have yo^s of the 6th this evening, it being the second letter only 
I have received from Springfield since the ball opened. I have not 
written since the Legislature came together as I supposed an elec- 
tion of Senator would be made the first week. We have had all kinds 
of rumors and reports here from Springfield, but your letter is the 
only reUable information I have seen. I received your dispatches for 
*ch I fel, very much obliged to you as they gave us the to 
It took the Locofocos aback very much, as they had been bragging 
wry ou that the special session in Sangamo had given them the 
House. I immediately told G. that L. had not received his letter, and 
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hp telegraphed L. to know if it had been received, but 

he ha^ heard nothing in reply. He wrote several days befS the 
Le^slature met, and I think it must have been received 
Things look mixed, but I have great faith and more hope that 

i7 ^ ^ ^ at S. two hours, 

pun H. Addams ought certainly to be yoxu* friend— I understood 

hm to be for you the last time I saw him. You are certainly the first 

choice of nearly every man who voted for him in Joe Daviess 

County, and I am certain he would like to cany out their wishes 

in giving his vote for Senator. He is a conscientious, excellent maT^ 

and will do what he believes to be right But it is now no use to 

write as the *Tiash will be settled before this reaches you. 

You would feel flattered at the great interest that is felt for you 

here by all who know you, either by reputation, or personally. As 

to Svv^eet, what a deval of an idea that he should offer for U* S. S. 

But that is entre nous, Yates wants to come in terribly, and he has 

requested me to write to one or two friends and say after you, he 

wants a chance. 

If by possibility the election should not have taken place before 
you get this, shew to Addams what I say about him. 

They have come out right in Iowa at last, and I hope it may be the 
same in Illinois, 

Yours Truly 
E. B, Washbume 


of R, Jany, 17 

My Dear Sir 

We have nevv^ of the postponement of the election for Senator 
to the 31st inst. That gives the Locos here great hopes of electing 
Shields or not having any election. They say they have 48 votes for 
Shields certain. The postponement will give me time to write some 
of mv friends there. — Wait Talcott is in the biggest kind of a lawsuit 
for ^ alledged infringement of a patent, and I advised his agent 
here to employ you by all means, and he has written out to Wait 
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to engage you. I shall write him to do so if he have not already. I 
think that will be a good pull on him. I have a letter from Ray to- 
night, Entre nows— He wants a position in our House next Congress 
and I am going to write him if you are elected, we will all take hold 
and help. I think he can do something with some of the Anti- 
Nebraska Democrats. He also wants the Legislature to do something 
for him in connection with the census. All these matters can be 
worked in. As soon as Giddings returns from N. Y. I shall try and 
get him to write again to Love joy, I will write John H. Adams 
among others. Let me hear from you, and please advise me by tele- 
graph of the result of caucus & election. 

Yours Truly 
£. B. Washbnme 


When the Illinois Legislature, on Thursday February 8, 1855, turned 
to the business of electing a United States senator, Abraham Lincoln re- 
ceived 44 votes on the first ballot, James Shields 41, and Lymian Trumbull 
5, but it soon became apparent that Governor Joel A. Matteson, rather 
than Shields, was the actual choice of the Nebraska men, and when Mr. 
Lincoln became convinced of the fact that he could not himself be 
elected, he instructed his Whig supporters to turn to Trumbull, with the 
result that Trumbull was elected on the tenth ballot 

^Later, Joel Aldnch Matteson, whose double game,” in connection 
with the senatorial contest of 1855, Mr. Lincoln had so bitterly resented, 
became involved in the Illinois canal script scandal. The following docu- 
ment, in Mr. Lincolns holograph, is found among the papers. It was 
probably written in 1859 or 1860. 

It is now less than three weeks to the election-For months we 
have been trying to get an unequivocal declaration from democratic 
newspapers and democratic [members of] candidates for the Legis- 
lature, whether it is, or is not their purpose, at the next session, to 
release Gov Matteson from the payment of the money obtained by 
him through the Canal Script-fraud-But we have tried in vain— 
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®“ appeal to Rie tax-payers— W< 
say to them it is your business”— By your votes you can hold bin 

to It, or y^ can release him”— “Every year a part of die price of al 

you sell, from beef-cattle down to butter and eggs, is wrung fron 

you in gold, to replenish a State Treasury” “To a certain extent, thi 

is indispensable; but it is for you to say whether it shall be thu 

WTung from you to be litterally stolen, and applied to establishin] 

banks, and building palaces for nabobs.*’ **Will you attend to it?” 

Several years ago, the Auditor sold certain State lands, receivin] 
therefor, as the law required, certain internal improvement script- 
This script was deposited with the then Governor, not being can 
celled, or destroyed — ^Recently it has been discovered that a portioi 
of this script has found its way out of the Governor s custody t 
New-York, where it has been fimded and State bonds issued for i 
payable to Peter O Strang— Thus this Script was once paid for wit] 
State lands, and then again with State bonds— But this is not th 
end— The bonds are brought to the Treasury here, and bought i 
with the gold of the tax-payers — One Lowe brings them and gets thi 
gold for them— It turns out that the bonds are filled up in thi 
Lowe’s handwriting, and then transferred from Peter O Strang t 
Lowe, also in Lowe’s handwriting— Who is Peter O Strang, and ho\ 
he got the script out of the Governor’ s custody, to treat it as his owi 
get State bonds for it, nobody seems to know— But this much i 
known— Matteson was Governor when the script mat/ have gon 
from the executive custody, and Lowe was his agent at New-Yorl 
to fill up State bonds in rightful cases—Only a few days ago Low 
was in Springfield, and a suit was commenced against him for th 
money obtained from the State on the bonds — ^For a time the Sheiii 
could not find him; but at last he was foimd concealed in Matteson 
house— And this too, after the Sheriff had been once turned awa 
from the house, by Matteson himself— 

[In Lincoln’s holograph] 


EXPLANATION. 

In April 1849 I loaned Nathaniel Hay two hundred dollars fc 
which I took his note at six per cent for first six months and ten pe 
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cent aftewards-At the time, he owed me some trifle for fees- 
Afterwards from time to time I had bricks of him, and once he paid 
me ten dollars in money— In January or February 1S55 we made a 
turn by which he paid the First Presbyterian Church twelve or four- 
teen doUars for me— On the 2nd of March 1855. we had a settlement 
including all these things, and as the old note was already nearly 
covered with former settlements and credits, he took it up, and gave 
me the note and due bill herewith filed, the note being for the origi- 
nal principal loaned and the due bill for a balance of interest due — 
After this, in June 1855, he furnished me bricks for the foundation 
of a fence, amounting to fifteen or sixteen dollars, which I have 
always considered as having substantially paid the due bill. In 
August 1855. he fur nish ed me bricks for the pit of a privy, for which 
he or his estate is entitled to a credit on the note— The exact amount 
of this last lot of bricks I never knew but 1 suppose the Administra- 
tor can find it on Mr. Hay's books. 

June 9. 1856 A. Lincoln 

[This document has been copied in a clerkly hand] 


New Orleans La 
June 4th 1857 

Hohl. A Lincoln 
Springfield Illinois 
Dear Sir 

Your letter of the 27th ult, enclosing draft for $69.30 on the Metro- 
politan Bank of New York— in full for advances and fee— in the mat- 
ter of the colored boy John Shelby, has just been received-permit 

me Dr Sir, to return my most sincere acknowledgments for vour 
kind services in this matter— 

I should never have ventured to trouble you, had not the boy 

mentioned your name, as that of one, who would take an interert 

in his behalf— and had I not recognized in you an old friend of my 
father— ' 
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I owe an apology to the lady for misinterpreting the cause of h 
sdenee-but I was of course disappointed, aT receiLg an JZer 
neither of my letters-and besides I thought my correspondent w 
a gentleman, as the boy spoke of Mr. Grimsley- 

I am glad Aat he has returned safe-should he come south aga 
e sure and let him have his papers with him— and he must al 
be eyeful not to be away from the boat at night-\vithout a pa 5 
which it is the duty of the Captain to procure for him— 

W hat right CoL A. P, Field had to charge a fee of $25, 1 am at 
loss to imagine as he had nothing to do with the matter— and so f; 
as I know, rendered no servdee whatever — 

Again sir permit me to thank you — and to assure you that ai 

service I can render you in this part of the world will give n 
pleasure— 

With much respect 

Truly yours 

B. F, Jonas 


Washington, Jany, 3—18^ 


Hon, A, Lincoln, 

My Dear Sir, 

. . • I hav^e written you freely & just as I feel, & presume it is m 
necessary for me to assure you that I shall continue to labor for tl 
success of the Republican cause in Ills. & the advancement at tl 
next election to the place now occupied by Douglas of that Frieni 
who was so instrumental in promoting my own — 

Yours very truly 

Lyman TrumhtJl 


My wife who is sitting by me says you are too modest to unde 
stand whom I mean by ""that friend,** but he who magnamimousl 
requested his friends just at the right moment to cast their votes fc 
me, & without which I could not have been elected will, I thin 

imderstand it. 
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When the campaign of 1858 opened, Mr. Lincoln received invitations 
from all parts of die state of Illinois to visit them and deliver political ad- 
dresses. Typical of many others are the following: 

Courier Printing and Bookbinding Establishment, 

Alton, Illinois, May 14 1858 

Hon A Lincoln 

Dr Sir You must come down and speak at our County Meeting 
at Edwardsvflle on Tuesday (18th) Much depends on it, and there 
will be great disappointment if you don't Come 

Answer 
Geo F Brown 

P. S. I wish you would see C. W. Matheney about some notes 1 owe 
him, I fear he will sue me, and it is not possible for me to pay hini 
yet Please see him and let me know what you can do— 

B. 


KMiiesmirg may zoin do 

Hon Abram Lincoln— 

Dear Sir: I have been requested by Hon. S. W. Brovm-Mayor 
of this dty and other gentlemen connected with Lombard Univer- 
sity to invite you to come up here on the 10th of June and deliver 
an after-dinner speech— on the occasion of the annual commence- 
ment. The reasons tiiey give for wishing you to come particularly, 
are 1st a speech from you will make the commencement-dinner 
digest well — 2dly You have many warm friends in this city who 
^h to see you and have you help them stir up the Republicans 
m Ae county. The college speech should not be strictly pohtical but 
made up of anything you please; but we intend to have the county 
called together sometime during your visit-and then you can fire 
^ loud a political gun as you please. Your coming to this city will 
do a great deal of good and I hope you will not dedinR imiM. v™. 
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now, as yon may already Jotm 
in fbis aty & be gfaii to j 

Ver Respectfn^ 

Youis— E. jff. E. Jameson 

P. S. If you should come— be here on the 9ih— if you caxmot pleas 
inform either myself or Nlr. Brown and oblige. 

/. 


are needed more elsewheie. I am 
editing the only RepubUcan paper 
^^hat I can in tibe comin? elections 


Abram Lincoln 


Eidge Farm HL SOi Mo. SI. 185 


There is a report in circulation in thiss section of Countiy fhai- fho 
and some others are conspiring to defeat the election or rather th 
nomination of Lovejoy—This may seem a -small matter to thee an 
one diat is none of my business— for surely thou hast a perfect li^ 
to electioneer for whom thou please but there are some things ir 
volved in this matter that I feel quite an interest in, in which 1 sm 
pose we are mutualy interested— first I am anxious that Lovejo 
should be reelected to Ckmgress and next I am very anxious As 
Lincoln should succeed Douglas in Ae senate I am more anxioc 
for Ae election of Lincoln than for Lovejoy— Ao I dont like Lmool 
personally— have much reason to dislike Aee— and did oncse lend m 
influence to defeat Aee and perhaps added Ae feaAer that tume 
Ae scale but that was between Aee & Trumbul but when Ae elec 
tion is between Aee and Douglas I sun for Lmooln decidedly , 
The mischief Aat I wsmt to advise Aee of is that an attenqpt j 


making to excite a Jealousy between Ae old fiee soilers & Ae ol 
whigs smd Americans of this smiatoiial district— and Aeceby elect 
demcxsrat to Ae state senate-^and a democrat representative bm 
Edg^ County— and one or two votes may turn Ae scale betweea 

Aee & Douglas 

If Ae demcxaats can manage to create a jealou^ between A 
Abolitionists and old Whigs Aey may succeed in electing a denm 
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crat senator in this district and a democrat representative from 
Edgar County I greatly desire that thy name may not become impli- 
cated in such a family quarrel— I am certainly partial to the free soil 
element of the republican party— and expect recruits from the whig 
& democrat parties to be partial their own immediate families— but 
we look for honorable dealing— I fear nothing dishonorable from 
thee— but I fear thy name may become involved vntii some who we 
know are not acting honorable 

We the Abolitionists— supported Norton twice before the Repub- 
lican party was formed and to my knowledge no leading free soiler 
has since bolted a republican nomination— because the candidate 
was from the whig or democrat party— therefore I deem it meanness 
in some whig [6-] lawyers to pursue the \dndictive course they have 
and we feel indignant at their [«] meanness— And I am anxious that 
thy name be kept clear of so mean— company— for I am anxious that 
thou should succeed Dug not as I said before that I love thee much 
—but because I think thee trust worthy— & that thy principles are 
correct whilst we know Douglas is rotten to the core- [ir] but we 
must all act not only honorably but wisely if we beat him. 

Thy friend Abraham Smith 


Daily Evening Journal Office 
Chicago, May 31st 1858 

Hon A Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

Enclosed I send you a slip cut from this mornings Democrat by 
which you will see that the idea is carried that the friends of Mr. 
Seward are opposed to your election. 

This idea cannot be too soon set at reast. If it is understood in any 

quarter that your election is to be regarded as a triumph over Mr 

Sewards friends, they may be rendered lukewarm while now they 

know no other candidate for Senator than A. Lincoln and are united 

and earnest in that behalf in this section of the State, in many coun- 
ties of which they are the majority 
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has taken no part and expressed no opinUm ap<m 

aiK our State and attacks upon him or his friends are^ 

imjust as they are ungenerous. EspedaUy do they feel sensitive in 

bemg ass^ed for being faithless to you, for I do not risk anything in 

saymg [though ] from my personal knowledge I do not thinV there 

is one among them who would not consider himself outside the Re- 

pubhcan organization if Douglas was to be brou^t forward as our 
candidate. 

Of course you are not held responsible for what Wentwordi says 
and yet the impression has obtained that you are to further his 
clai m s for Gov'emor, in consideration of his support arising perhaps 
from the fact that he never does anything except for a mncifipratinn 
The truth is Wentwordi is not reconciled to his fate and stiD has 
some yearnings for the Senatorship and if imder loud mouth profes* 
sions for you he can succeed in dividing us he thinVc with Micawba 
something may turn up” to his advantage 

Our friends in this section of the State are earnest and active and 
will be strongly represented at the convention on the 16 th at which 
time I hope to meet you. 

In great haste 

Very truly 
Charles S. Wilson 

Hon A. Lincoln 

Springfield 

Ills. 


Chicago June 1st 1858 

Hon. A. Lincoln 

Dear Sir— Your favor was duly received— I delayed answering it 
for a day or two in order to enquire-We have certainly received 
some injury from the N. Y. Tribune, but not enough to alarm us- 
There is no trouble immediately at home, but rumors from the rural 
districts show that some of Ae brethem have thought diat the 
puffing of Douglas meant something-These things are not serious 
enough to alarm us but will bear watdbdng— If D. should come home 
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—denounce Dred Scottism and the South and modify Squatter Sov- 
ereignty some he might effect us some, but still I believe he cannot 
hurt us seriously— If tiiat is done the Bushman organization will have 
additional strength— If the two wings of the democracy coalesce we 
shall loose none of our friends— and seperate we can beat them any 
how 

I see no cause for alarm— our Springfield convention will set all 
right both here and at the East 

Unless we do something very rash we have got them I think cer- 
tainly but my opinion is always given subject to your better infor- 
mation as to the Center and the South 

Say to Mr. Johnson that the matter he wrote about will be at- 
tended to at the Convention 

Yr friend 
N. B. Judd 


following letter indicates that religious bigotry was used as a po- 
litical device even in Mr. Lincoln's time. ^ 


. _ . , „ 21st June, 1858 

A, Lincoln Esq: 

Dr Sir: 

I wish to make a suggestion. There are in our county over 100 
l^thoUc Irish votes, as yet tiiey are not set. But we cannot get them. 
The sbong hold of Catholicism is in die Slave States. Despotism 
smts the spirit of Catholicism better than Freedom. Taney is a Cath- 
^c.^d the SouAem “State Equality” doctrine, as elucidated K„ 
the ^r^ Scott dictum, they will be ready to endorse. They 
also to be on the side of the Powers that be. Again the rank and file 
vote a^ri^g to the crook of the Priest’s finger. There is a large 

SDrinrfeId° ffi™ ^ Md it will go as a unit. Now the priest of 

officiate at Jacksonville & Winchester. Cannot a spring 
touched somewhere that wiU commit th^ Tirioofc* 
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this State & as “°^uence the rank & Ble? It should be done Eariv. 

1 know it can be done. 

Yours truly 
N. M. Knapp 

P. S. The Fillmore men are falling in beautifully with us. Mv Reso- 
ubons are getting them here. I wish you would look Aem over. 


The question of Mr. Lincob s position on Mexican War appropriatkns, 
raised m Joseph MediD s letter of June 23. 1858. evolved mto a 
issue wbch persisted until Mr. Lmcob s election to the presidency. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Chicago June 23. 1858 

Friend Lincoln 

The Times of this morning makes a most savage onslough on you 
in regard to your votes while in Congress on the Mexican War sup- 
plies. We have not before us the Globe record and do not know how 
to reply Ray & I ^vish you would examine the article and write us a 
statement which we can use editorially, or as the basis of an edito- 
rial, in reply 

The Times article uncontradicted or explained is calculated to do 
mischief. Tens of thousands of our party are old Democrats and you 
Know their sentiments on the Mexican War supply question. It 
missed Corwin. The game of the Times is to make a personal issue 
on Senator— and not a party fight That’s its programe 

Yours in haste 

/ Medill 


P. S. 

Please reply without delay. Scripps Ray & I were confering to day 
as how we should meet the charge without coming to any definite 
conclusion, because we were not posted in the facts. I agreed to 

write to you. 

/ M 
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Chicago June 23rd 1855 

My Dear Sir 

The Chicago Times of this morning contains a \ioient attack upon 
you, charging you \vith ha\’ing voted against a bill for supply the 
American Army in Mexico with medicine and nurses— and, without 
saying so in as many words— striding to fasten the impression upon 
the public that )^ou uniformly voted in Congress against supplies for 
the Army in Aicxico. 

I have not been able to get the Congressional Globe of that Ses- 
sion, and shall therefore deny the charge generally tomorrow morn- 
ing, upon [the] my recollection of the facts in the case. W'Jil you 
please furnish me with proper data for setting this matter at rest, or 
will you see that the State Journal publishes wiiat will supply us 
with the requisite materials for making a defence. 

Sheehan expresses his determination privately of making the con- 
test a personal one as between yourself and Douglas. He and the 
pack he leads should be met promptly at eveiy point. 

Respectfully and Truly Your Friend 

Jno. L. Scripps 


Chicago III June 23d 1858, 

Hord A Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

The attack upon you in to days “Chicago Times” is far more dan- 
gerous than many persons might suppose:— the charge of your re- 
fusal to vote for the appropriation Bill is the most potent &'danger- 
ous weapon that can be used aginst you in the rural districts; -of 
course (even if true) it would have no effect with men of sense but 
It IS ^e and Douglas and his yelpers Know it in all its breadth & 
depth that it is the very thing to take in the bveways & hedges •- 
when I was stumping wth Somers & Coles 2 years since thev took 
espeaal pains to tr\' it in every speech they made until I spoke to 
you about it and you pronounced it false & I made them eat the state- 
ment:-! saw Messrs Scripps & Arnold about it this momintr & thev 
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noMr^Tudd its falsity:-C L Wilson is not here 

nor s Judd:-Scnpps agrees ^vith me in the importance of an early 

1 efutaton and is quite aaxious to present the facts & figures in the 
rnommg ut Browm is away & he can’t leave the office:-! consumed 
the mo^g in finding the “Globe” & finaUy succeeded in finding 
one at the Histoncal Society from which if it is possible I propose to 
obtm some statistics this P. M.:-I suppose of course L paper^ 
'' re ute it unless indeed they are as Scripps & myself were im- 
pressed vdtii the belief that it is true: but then it behooves all of us 
to see our Editorial friends & see to it that such refutation is full 
clear & distinct and that the charge of lying is retorted on them with 
a ^ engeance. the little gentleman Johnson (I believe) would be an 
excellent hand to take the “Globe” & coUate aU the statistics relative 
to the appropriations bills & shew how you voted & how others (now 
democrats) voted on the same questions: -they think tiiey have 
made a terrible onslaught xve ought to return the charge equally as 
effective: the devil ought to be fought with fire: — Scripps says that 
neither Sheahan nor Douglas wrote it:— I did not go to Wentworth 
for his Globe as I was ad\'ised that John is willing to see the attack 
& would not lend his Globe to refute it: -don’t let us lose ground by 
inattention to these apparently trifling but really formidable mat- 
ters:— the fight is as effectually between you & Douglas as if you 
were in the field for a popular vote:— 

In Haste Your Friend 

Henry C Whitney 


Chicago, Monday 

My Dear Sir 

We want an autobiography of Abraham Lincoln, the next U. S. 
Senator from Illinois, to be placed at our discretion, for publication 
if expedient. “A plain imvamished tale” is what we would desire. 
You are the only man who can furnish the facts. To save the impu- 
tation of ha\-ing done so to us, you might give Herndon the points, 
and he would send them to us. We do not care for a narrative only a 
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record of dates, place of nativity, parentage, early occupation, trials, 
disadvantages &c &c — all of which will make, if we are rightly in- 
formed, a telling story. 

Will you oblige us if you can? 

The consolidated Pf€ss ix Tfibun^ appears on Thursday morning 

as a nine column sheet The report is that we are coming out for 
Douglas! 

Yours Very Truly 
Rat/y Medill d- Co 
by Ray 

[This note was written June 29, 1858, by C. H. Ray] 










Office 
No, 43 Clark Street 

Hon A. Lincoln 

My Dear Sir 

Mr^Me^ has just shown me a letter from you in which you ex- 
SXttefrr® *^’:“°***^g " ^ said by the Republican papers 

when you next meet him on the stump. ^ ^ S 

™ .k ^ ^ reading upon it at odd intervals for sSe 

OTths and, ^er two or three oflSce discussions, prepared three 

thp ^ which appeared on Saturday morning last 

vet to be dnn.. fn ^ 1 . ^“ article has reference to what has 

rTe2i:fer “ 

render it any the lesc * * • Y ^ of argument or 

«» W [^, “Sest Set”™ “ I “ 

a word on the object to adv^t yt 
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Will you please communicate freely with us upon any subject on 
which you have a preference as to the line of policy we should pur- 
sue. We shall receive any suggestions from you as a special favor. 

Your speech at Sprin^eld has given the most unbounded satis- 
faction to Republicans generally. Douglas must be met with positive 

and direct charges of recreancy, and be held up as the traitor to 
freedom that he is. 


Very sincerely your friend 

/. L. Scripps 


Mr. Lincoln delivered his famous ‘‘House Divided” speech before the 
State Republican Convention at Springfield on Wednesday, June 16, 
1858. This was one of many he had made before he challenged Senator 
Douglas to a series of joint debates on July 24. A copy of Mr. Lincoln s 
challenge, in the handwriting of Nonnan B, Judd who delivered it, the 
holograph of Senator Douglas's tentative acceptance, and a holograph 
copy of Mr. Lincoln's reply are in the papers, but because they are pub- 
lished in the Complete Works, they are not reproduced here. 

One of the most extraordinary copies in Mr. Lincoln’s holograph is the 
letter presumably written by Horace Greeley to Joseph Medill on July 24, 
1858. It reflects a favorable opinion of the “House Divided” speech, indi- 
cates a wistful longing for the conversion of Senator Douglas, and mani- 
fests a touch of Mr. Lincoln's humor. 

to you 

New-York—Jtdy 24—1858 

My Friend: 

You have taken your own course— don’t try to throw the blame on 
others— You have repelled Douglas, who might have been concili- 
ated, and attached to our side, whatever he may now find it neces- 
sary to say, or do, and, instead of helping us in other states, you have 
throwm a load upon us that may probably break us down— You 
[ knou;) knew what was almost the unanimous desire of the Repub- 
licans of other states; and you spumed and insulted them. Now go 
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ahead and fight it through— You are in for it» and it does no good to 
make wiy faces— 

What I have said in the Tribune since the fight was resolved on, 
has been in good faith, intended to help you through— If Lincoln 
would fight up to the work also, you might get through— if he apolo- 
gises, and retreats, and defines, he is lost, and aU others go down 
with him— His first Sprin^eld speech (at the convention) was in 
the right key; his Chicago speech was bad; and, I fear, the new 
Springfield speech is worse— If he dare not stand on broad Republi* 
can ground, he cannot stand at all— That, however, is his business; 
he is no wise responsible for what I say— I shall stand on the broad 
Anti-Slavery ground, which I have occupied for years— I can not 
change it to help you fi^t; and I should only damage you if I did— 
You have got your Elephant— You would have him— now slmulder 
him! He is not very heavy after all— 

As I seem to displease you equally when 1 try to [help} keep you 
out of trouble, and when having rushed in in spite of me, I try to 

help you in the strug^e you have unwisely provoked, I must keep 
neutral, so far as may be, hereaft^— 

Yours, 


Esq 

Chicago 

(veiy) ni 

“What have I ever said in favor of “negro equality* with nsfecenoe 
your fight? I recollect nothing.*' 


Hus letter 


oompanying envelcm 

w Unoom 



IS a 


linooh's holograph. The 

K lioeot by Jo.^ MediU 

“f MeiM 
Qreety” 

^ ^ letter ooniains a pencilled notaHon, p nan-hl y fa tfa- 

ha^ of John Hay, Xopy Greeley to Medlir m oie 

There is no erolanation <rf the words “to von" in iIm. i £. l j 

ft. fa. K 
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Dear Sir: Winchester July 24 

We see Douglas’ appointments; his friends here are giving out 
^dy, that you will not meet him. You must come iere 
oug as comes without fail. You are on the right track. Your Spring- 
field speech particularly pleases us. You are justified now to un- 
shea^g the sword & thro\ving the scabbard away. Run back on 
tos trac^ reve^ in your ^vay his tortuosity pitch into his motives; 
tmngs that look stale to you the masses never knew, or have forgot- 
ten, or fail to place in jtixtaposition with his recent attitudes- 
But you need no suggestions 

Write 

Yours— Knapp 


Norman B. Judds comments on the Douglas proposals for the conduct 
of the Debates were characteristic of that Lincoln partisan. 


Chicago 27 July 1858 

Hon A. Lincoln 

Dear Sir— Enclosed I send you Judge Douglass reply— It is a 
clear dodge, but he has made the best case he could— Browning has 
seen it and thinks you should accept his proposition as to the places 
named, if he will make a fair arrangement— I would put in writing 
my negotiation with him. I enclose you herein a pass sent me by 
Capt Turner. 

I suppose you will make the proper arrangements for answering 
Douglass at [his present] the places he proposes to speak as it is to 
a great extent the debateable ground— I have a letter from Judge 
Trumbull received this morning— He says he hopes to be in Chicago 
on his way home this week— I cannot see that we have any thing to 
fear if D. is properly attended to 

Yr friend 

N B Judd 
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From this letter, written by Dr. Charles H. Ray, of the Chicago Press 

ai^ Tnbune came word that Mr. Lincoln’s reputation had penetrated the 
effete East. ^ 








- . _ July 27th 1858 

My Dear Sir;— 

You will not consider it an unfavorable reflection on your antece- 
dents, when I teU you that you are like Byron, who woke up one 
morning to find himself famous. In my journey here from Chicago 
^d even here-one of Ae most out-of-the-way, rural districts in the 
tate, among a slow-going and conservative people, who are further 
from ra&oads than any man can be in lUinois-I have found hun- 
dreds of anxious inquirers burning to know aU about the newly 

Oj^onent of Douglas-his age, profession, personal ap- 
pe^ce and queries &c &c, I have been among my old at 
q tances obhged to ans^ver more questions relative to you, your 

Ethini^ ^ than about aU 

titn ofril rf r , “ the posi- 

eniovment ^ “heading lawyer” in Illinois, to the 

reputation. Your speeches are read with 

^ ^^ 1 -^ political men, and, I need not say commented 

upon m a way that would minister abundantly to the apEe for 

Kel^es^ of xSa ’ '"“1^ 

co^L^to iS,^rd ZZ^7 

higher efiPorts in the oratoiicS wilJ^'Yon 

with a unanimity of 4tce thaf ^ honored you 

tones of Clay, [Mr.] Benton and 

horn tiytog to »m by any lagldmateleanTmt^,^”:? 
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a chance which comes to but few men of each generation It is for 
you to make the most of it 

Y ou may have sent me those notes which I have teased you about 
so frequently. If you have not I beg you, do not delay their prepara- 
tion an hour beyond the time necessary to give them completeness 
and an intelligible shape. They will be forwarded to me here. 

lour Bloomington speech is admirable— more popular than the 
convention speech at Springfield; hence, better for the hour. Homely 

illustration, ad captctiduTn hits and strilonff comparisons are what 
the people want 

Excuse my freedom of suggestion and advice, and believe me 

Yours very sincerely 

C. H, Ray, 

Hon A Lincoln 


Chicago, Tuesday 

My Dear Sir, 

It was my suspicion that Abe Lin coln was not bom with a silver 
spoon in his mouth; and that suspicion more than any thing else 
impelled me to make the request which I did. Matthias Mount, on 
Mackinaw, whom you know ^"ery well, used to tell me— I know not 
with how much truth— of your joint adventures in rail-splitting and 
the like, for w’^ages that would now seem ridiculously small. He told 
me enough to make me desirous to learn more; and I take it that the 
pubhc to whom you are an object of concern, have the same curios- 
ity that I feel. In my way of thinking, you occupy a position, present 
and prospectively, that need not shrink from the declaration of an 
origin ever so humble. If you have been the architect of your own 
fortunes, you may claim the more merit. The best part of the Lincoln 
family is not, like potatoes, under the ground. Had you not better 

reconsider your [request] refusal? 

About that late paragraph of which you complain: It was done in 
my absence. As no man is ubiquitous or can be omniscient, some- 
things in the management of a daily paper must be trusted to subor- 
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dinates; and sometimes somethings go wrong. That paragraph was 
one of them. I think Medill did it. It seems to have made no stir; 
perhaps it escaped observation. I hope so. 

Yours Very Truly 

C. H, Ray 

Hn. A* Lincoln 


Mr. Lincoln's old foend, Henry Clay Whitney, who shared his life on 
the circuit, reported in the following letter the reaction of the Douglas 
adherents to the first of the joint debates. 






Honl A Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

Gus Herrington who is one of Douglas’ intimate friends told me 
Dug had made elaborate preparations to meet you in debate at 
Otowa and that he Dug was highly pleased witii the result: -that 

^gh^ now got you where he wantedyou:-tiiatyouhad<io<fecdon 

the platform:-^t even if you replied to the platform query at Free- 

late;-you had dodged and he had got you:- 

o ^ indicates to me that they are much chagrined at the 

mode m which you disposed of the platform query : -Gus has repeated 
o ine fr^uently smce fliat you could have vanquished “Dug* by dis- 

2 dfaappro^g of aU of that platform that D.lead and 

tead« & they must obey:-it is evident to me that D.'s obieTJrmd 

^ted)T^veT" Sr deliberation in which Dickey was con- 
extremM— mv vi a corwer^me position to one or the otiier 

thevwill Vr, > w is t^t It was devised with care & caution A that 
tney will trv it even / t _i .1. . , wuwuiat 


sumptions I will suggest 


opening at Freeport you should not 
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z ■’"* “ ““"'fa « 

adding that at the State P ° k ^ Ottawa and by 

>ou ought not to treat him tenderly :-he is going to try to intimidate 

"■ rr'y “'i ^ -- you Z 

rail h- 1 - ^ easier;-! don t of course mean that you ought to 

know that you are “terribly in earnest” ^ wiernim 

In Haste Yr Friend 

H C Whitney 


^ , Knox Ville Ills Aue 30 1858 

Air A Lincoln 

Dear Sir I Send you a List of names wth the names of persons & 
their PO. respect [/nHyJtively , . , 

Mary Bern% Pecatonica P, O. This Lady is an old freind of mine 

& She will make you many votes-Send her a Package. She lives 12 
miles east freeport , . . 

N 1 orris to wn P O Henry Co. . » • Sarah Stevenson (this lady will 
make you more votes than 1/2 the men) . . . 

now I have Sent you the names of influencial men & some of them 
are on the other Side of the question & some of them is on the fence 
the most of them is on our Side & is thorough going men Those 2 
Ladies will take great Pleasure in Ciculating a Package of any 
Dockuments you may Send them they are old friends of mine & I 
ha\’e written to them on the Subject & I know they will Do all they 
Can & If you Should have any Documents to Circulate in thf^ 
Region Send them to my address & I will DO all I can for you 

Yours in haste RepectfuUy 

David E. Edgar 
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My old friend Henry Chew, the bearer of this, is in a straight foi 
some furniture to commence house-keeping^If any person will fur- 
nish him, Twenty-five dollars worth, and he does not pay for it by 
the first of January next I will Sept 25. 1858. 

A. Lincoln 

Witness C. A/. Sherbtj 

[This is in Lincoln’s holograph and is endorsed by him;] “Paid, Check sent 
to S. Little/' 


In the election, held on Thursday, November 2, 1858, Mr. Lincoln se- 
cured a popular majority, but because of inequitable apportionment. 
Senator Douglas was re-elected by the Legislature. Typical of many letters 

of condolence and encouragement which Mr. LinaJn received the 
toUowing: 

,, Charleston lUs., Nov. 5th 1858. 

Hon. A. Lincoln^ 

Dear Sir,— 

The Returns are in and we find ourselves beaten as to the main 
object of the strife, and though I doubt not you are overwhelmed 
with letters, I hope this may not be unwelcome to you, though 
c^ot bear congratulation upon a complete success in the ax- 
aordmaiy canvass you have just terminated. I know it would be 

to ^ to feel worse over ary poliM drfj 
for beside the general interesl Itook in the qnestion at issue 1 had 
^e to regard you personally with feelings such as 1 never had 

v^h«“X *«PPOir.tment and 

Stihe''sS°^h^f sustained Lincoln, and whe/we look 

But you come out of the fight with Laurels as the Champion of 
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principles for which the free states contend, wifi. #1.- i 
of the whole RepuhHcan Host ^ ^ applause 

'^y 5*enas paved for the preadential victoiv erf MM 

px^de^. have 

coonashnoea, and aa ^ D*.t i, 

fuiL^ ^ unfo^te dicumstanoes by which he has had an un- 

I look widi anxiety to tihe nominations of 1880 exdiich 

^ give you a chance i^n a wider field to meet our enanies ^ 

ey camert skulk behind geiymanda^ District lines to deprive 
you of the fruits of honest victory. 

a W ^ ^1 stand at our guns, and wfll try to dis- 

abuse the pubhc mmd of the false impression that our canse is lost 
or endangered by this loss of Ae legislature of IDs. 

I assiTO you I f eel Ae deepest regret at the Defeat m Ae Legisla- 
ture and I could not help writing you this, whi A is Ae only way I 
can vent my feelings at present But Aou^ it is hard to bear Re- 
member Aat Ae Republicans of Ais Region ^oiy m you yet it will 

not rest while anythiig remains to do to Aat they can do to uphold 
you. ^ 

Yours Truly 
H. P. H. BrowneU 


Chicago Noo 5 1858 

My dear friend: 

1 don’t think it possible for you to fed more disappnfnfpd ftian I 
do, wiA Ais defeat; but your popular majority in Ae State will give 
us Ae privilege of naming our man on Ae national tiAnt in 1860— 
eiAer President or Vice Pres’L Then, let me [soy] assure yon, Abe 
Lincoln [wiU] shall be an honored name bdore Ae American peo- 
ple. I am going to write an article for Ae Atlantic Mon Aty to further 
that object 

Your feiend in distress 

Horace White 

I believ'e you have risen to a national reputation & podtkm more 
rapidly Aan any other man who ever rose at alL 
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Springfield, Ills. Novr. 8. 1858 

Hon: H. Qreely 
Dear Sir 

This will introduce our mutual friend John G. Nicolay, who re- 
sides here— He wishes an arrangement to correspond for your paper 
—He is entirely trust-worthy; and, so far as I am capable of judging, 
altogether competent for such a situation— I hope you will conceive 
it your interest to engage him— 

Yours truly 

A..Lincoln 

[In Lincoln s holograph] 


Brighton, Mass. Nov. 22nd 1858. 

Dear Sir. 

With the greatest respect, I solicit the Autograph of so distin- 
guished a gentleman as Hon. Abram Lincoln, of 111. I was in hopes 
to have seen you Senator from Illinois, but was very much disap- 
pointed in seeing Douglas probably elected. 

In hopes that you will answer tltis note, 

I have the honor to be, with Sentiments of the highest respect 
Your Most Obedient Servant. ^ 

Charles H. Gordon 


tinn of M governor of Illinois solicited the 

non ot Mr. Lmcoln m preparing his message to the Legislature. 


PRIVATE. 


Dear Sir: 


Belleville, Illinois, 
JanY, 2, 1859. 


On gettog to Springfield I sWl desire to consult you as to what I 
shall say m my message to the Legislature about IcLas 
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May I ask you to write out, hastily as yoo ^ 

that subject, that I may make such use of it as I 
paring my message? 

I shall be at Spring0dd oo Monday or Tuesday 

Yours very tnk 

„ . Wm H 

Hon. A. l.inmln , 







/ofMshjore] / 

Mr Ltncon 
Dear Sir 

I have a Son an[d] an only Son in jail at ^pringlBeld h Ha 
quests me not to Come to Trial as he want me to 
Plisoo, I have employed some 2 or three la wy et s but I 

a Host at the Bar 1 would like for you to defend my Son it you 
Clear him 


to/m 







I will give you 500 dollars do all you and if you 
him I will pay you for your trouble if you need any caploy ft 
& I will pay you a Reasonable fee if you doubt my afadi^ cal of 
Mr. Cover Corgum or McHenry Witnesses in the rat e 
Fleas let me hear from you 
take hold of the cas immediately 

/. B. /ones 
P. M. C. & 


The text of the follofwing veto message, signed fay die ga ^e n ar of Il- 
linois, is in the holograph dt Abraham linroln. As one uho had been dbe 
victim of appordomnent inequities in his contest whfa Senator Dm^as, 
it must have afforded Mr. Uncoln particiilar satisfaction to wrte mm 
words intended to prevent further abuses. Naturally, per liap e , it has not 
been published in Mr. Ltncx>lD*s CoBeded Workt. 
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Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 

I herewith return to your Honorable body, in w hich the same 
originated, the bill entitled “A bill for an act to create Senatorial and 
Representative Districts, and apportion the representation in the 
General Assembly of the State” — 

I object to same bill becoming a law, because it’s clfcct, as a law, 
would be to continue the control of the General Assembly in the 


hands of a minority of the people. This being substantially the very 
objection urged against the Lecompton Constitution, by the authors 
of this bill, in common with others, it is but fair to presume that it 
foimd its way into this bill, by mere over-sight, and that it s authors 
will be glad of the opportunity, now afforded, to expel it, and to 
give the bill such shape as to fairly represent the people. 

I also object to said bill becoming a law, because, by it, the new 
county of Ford is placed wholly within the ninth Senatorial District, 
and also wholly within the eighteenth Senatorial District. 

I also object to same bill becoming a law because, by it, in the 
matter of giving excesses, the provision of the tenth Section of the 
flnrd article of the Constitution is disregarded, I insist that, by this 
bill, the spirit of the constitution is violated in the unnecessary de- 

tam ae priocipl. of smgle districts. A glaring instjee is 
e Uiirty-second representative district, composed of the counties 
of Champaign, Piatt, DeWitt, Macon, Moultrie, Shelby and Effine- 
ham, and to which three representatives are given-The map, and 
census tables show that these seven counties divide neatly into three 
separate districts, each entitled to a representative, the smallest in 

population bemg greater, and the largest much smaUer, than several 
other smgle districts established by this bill. 

For Aese reasons, I object to said biU becoming a law and here- 
with return it to th^ Hm.c ^ “ere 


Springfield Feby 22d 1859 


Wm H Bissell 
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the work. ’ ” “ Company, a Columbus Enn 


Hon. A Lincoln 
Dear Sir 


Springfield, III. 
March 21, 1859 


We have concluded not to print the Debates you can tell the 
other man to go ahead we cannot do it well now. 

Accept our thanks for your courtesy and good feelings in the 
matter. ® 


Your Friends 

Truly 

Johnson ir Bradford 


STATE UBRABLAN S OFFICE, 

LANSING, MICmCAN 

April 21**/59 

Hon Abraham Lincoln: 

Dear Sir: Wishing to make additions to our State Libraiy, will 
you have the kindness, to send us, your Daguerreotype, to be placed 
in our picture Gallery? 

Yours truly 
/. E. Tenney 
State Librarian 


The telegram which James A. Briggs sent to Mr. Lincoln on October 
12, 1859, led to the delivery of the Cooper Institute Address, certainly 
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one of the most important, if not tihe most important speech of the pre- 
presidential period. Mr. Lincoln, a few months later, gave this account 
of the episode: “Last October I was requested by letter [s/c] to deliver 
some sort of speech in Mr. Beechers church, in BrookI\Ti-hvo hundred 
dollars being offered in the first letter. I wote that I could do it in Feb- 
ruary, provided they would take a political speech if I could find time to 
get up no o4er. They agreed; and subsequently I informed them the 
speeA would have to be a political one. When I reached New York, I 
for the first time learned that the place was changed to ‘Cooper Insti- 


HXINOIS & MISSISSIPPI lELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Springfield Oct 12 1859 

BY TELEGRAPH 

. , Pfom New York Oct 12 1859 

To Hon A Lincoln 

Will you spe^ m Mr Beechers Church Broo[k]lyn on or about 

James A. Briggs 


Hon, A Lincoln 


joitet Nov 28^'^ 1859 


Dear Sir 

Swe^ of om atizens your ftioods being assembled thought we 

u! ol which we hav“„ 

about Dee 7 at 7 P M. It so we will 

Sion Aat you might usp a,- ° conclu- 

Truly your ftiend 

H C Bissell 
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foH'wing letter from Joseph Medffl may refer to the letter writt« 


A Lincoln Washi,^ )on 10. ueo 

My dear Sir 

Judge Kellog read me a portion of a letter from you, yestecday in 

which you speak of having a letter of Credeys to me etc Will you 

ple^ enclose it to me in “Care of Hon J. R Famswortk" I have my 

mail matter aH addressed to his care as we board at the samehoos^ 

and by that direction my letters & papers are delivered at the hoteL 

I do not recollect die precise language employed by Greeley in fhai- 
letter. 

After I see it again I can then judge of the propriety of wiaVmg ^ or 
rather of letting Judge K. make public use of the contents in fab 
controversy with H. G. I have agreed to let him read it at ah events. 
He joins me in requesting that you send the letter to me. 

Yours trviy 

h Medm 

P.S. I is very doubtful wheth^ our folks succeed in electing Sber- 
m a n . I fear the “Americans” will be driven to vote with the Demo* 
crats which will beat us 

J M 

Douglas feels elated over the r^ult of the par^ conventions in 
Ohio & Illinois. He says he will have every delegate from any N. W. 
State. He is trying to rab out the remembrance of die Anti LeComp- 
ton fight and the doctrins of the Freeport speech Yesterday Iverson 
gave him “fits” in the Senate, Today Green speaks, against him. The 
Southerns swear by all the Gods that he shall not be nomliuited at 
Charleston But I observe that his friends here are willmg to take 
any platform that die South may ask, provided he be the nominee. 

Breckmiidge is supposed to have bowed himself out of the ring 
by that Lexington speech Sinaeon Cameron is as busy as a d — lina 
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gale of wind Seward’s friends begin to talk about his “claims” sincf 
his return, 

/ A/ 


To the Young Men’s Central Republican Union was transferred the 
management of the political lecture which Mr. Lincoln had agreed to 
deliver in Henry Ward Beecher’s Plymouth Church. 

69 Wall St. New York. 

February 9, 1860. 

Dear Sir. 

The “Young Mens Central Republican Union” of this city very 
earnestly desire that you should deliver— what I may term-a politi- 
cal lecture-during the ensuing month. The peculiarities of the case 
are these— A series of lectures has been determined upon— The first 
w^ delivered by Mr Blair of St Louis a short time ago-the second 
will be in a few days by Mr C M. Clay, and the third we would 
prefer to have from you, rather than from any other person. Of the 
audience I should add that it is not that of an ordinary political 
meeting. These lectures have been contrived to call out our better, 
but busier citizens, who never attend political meetings. A large part 
of the audience would also consist of ladies The time we should 
pefer, would be about the middle of March, but if any earlier or 

later day will be more convenient for you we would alter our ar- 
langements* 

Allow me to hope that we shaU have the pleasure of welcoming 
you o New York. You are, I believe an entire stranger to your Re- 
pubhcan br^en here, but they have, for you, the highest esteem, 
and your celebrated contest with Judge Douglas, awoke their warm- 
est ^pathy & admiration. Those of us who are “in the ranks” 
would regMd your presence as very material aid, and as an honor & 
pleasure which I cannot sufficiently express. 

Respectfully &c 

•j. Charles C Nott 

Hon. Abram Lincoln 
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Ohio State Agency, 
23 WUliam Street^ 
New York, Feby 15 1860 

Hon A. Lincoln, 

Dear Sir 

Your letter was duly reed. The Committee ^vill Advertise you for 
the Evening of tiie 27th Inst, Hope you will be in good health & 
spirits, as you will meet here in this great Commercial Metropolis a 
right cordial welcome. 

The noble Clay speaks here to-night. The good Cause goes on. 

With kind regards 

Yours truly, 

James A Briggs, 


Des Moines Feb 15th 1860 


Dear Sir 

Was much grateful yesterday in receiving a letter from Col Curtis 
who in speaking of the nomination for President puts your chance 
in the front rank & Chase & Seward in the rear not but that they 
Reliable men but that we must get a man that while he is reliab] 

also available. . . . 

Hatohins Taulor 


Hon A Lincoln 

Springfield 

Illinois 


It is comforting to know that the promoters of the Ckioj^r to^tute 
dress kept their promise to compensate Mr. Lincoln for his ettort. 
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Ohio State Agency 
25 William Street 


New York, Feby 29 1860 

Hon. A. Lincoln. 

Enclosed please find “check” for $200. I would that it were 
$200,000 for you are worthy of it. 


You “hit the nail on the head” here, & long, very long will your 
speech be remembered in this City. It did great good. It was so 
inlaid and linked with trudi, that it convinced men. 

I hope you will return this way home. Come, do not fail to come 
here on your way to III. Just write me a day or two before you come, 
& dinner wiU be ready, & we will have a good time. Do not fail to 
make about five speeches in Connecticut. You have a special call 
diere, & a duty to peifonn. With kindest regards & best wishes 


Yours truly, 
James A. ^ggs. 


My regards to your son. Should he visit this dty, ) 
tell him to come & see me. \ 


New York March 4th 1860 

Dear Sir 

1 do not feel able to promise now to go to Ohio at the time you 
mention. After the Conventions, it may be possible for me to con- 
sent to ih) so. But I can not make any such engagement now. 

My judgement is that Hon Abraham Lincoln will not only 
a eff^ve speech than I could, but draw a larger audiance. 

Ifaink of that ° 


D. S. Pope Esq 

Burton 

Ohio 


Yours 

Horace Greeley 
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a ‘availabiKty- made Mr. Lincoh 

im. A f».£ 

pebgation tast™cted £or M,. Ltocinie 

by Mr. Lincob’s Kansas friend. M«k W. bSto^SSjTS 


Hon A Lincoln 


Tremont Houte 
Chicago, 10 P M May 13th 1380 


My Dear Sir 

Since your Springfield friends have been fairly located mattcfs 
have been looking up, I have taken to their quarters a number of 
the Iowa Delegates, some of the Minnesota ^all the 

have taken Cottonwool into my Room, he is sound, Ross & Proctor 
of Kansas I think can be managed their piefference is 'Chase, But 
even with the Seward Delegates you are their 2nd Choice- Ckeely 
is here as a Proxie for Origon, and is telling a crowd now around 
him that N Y can be earned for 'Bates, I think he is calculated rather 
to injure Seward, — Some of the N, J, men talk very well as I fast 
learned from Col Ross — and so do some of the Mass men — diey say 
they are for a success— I have induced the Penn^ Delegates to stem 
talking about their man as an ^ultitn attuni. They have mooted one 
thing, that would Kill them oflF and I have admonished them to 
abandon it, which was to call Ills Ind, Penn® & N J. Delegates to- 
gether to harmonize between you & Cameron, such a move would 
appear like a ^Slate^ and Seward is too potent here to attempt sudi 
a meeting, his friends would probably Slate us, if it wme done— 
I have been up late & Early and am perfectly Cool & hoprful— 

Delahay 
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Dear Lincoln 

We are here in great confusion things this evening look as favor- 
able as we had any right to expect. Indiana is very willing to go for 
you, although a portion are for Bates, Genl Steele is taJdng them 
in charge. Eight of the Ohio men are urging you on with great vigor 
Gov Corwin is for McLean, we hope to in the end get them all. 
Pennsylvania says Cameron or no body, but that starch must be 
taken out of them. Horace Greeley is working for Bates. Judge Davis 
is furious, never saw him work so hard and so quiet in all my hfe. 
I have had several talks with Ashmun of Mass, he talks very kindly 
is not for Seward Wentworth is for you today in good faith can 
not tell what he may do tomorrow. Iowa feels like going with you 
on 1st ballot we will do our best and if we fail we must submit. 

Vy Truly 

, Jesse K Dubois 

13th May 1860 


^nicago May latjU 

Hon A Lincoln 

Yom chances are brightening Illinois Indiana Iowa Main & New- 
hapshie^ present a Solid front for you as they Stand this morning, 
o & Pennsylvania devided Ohio indineing for you we want all 

™ ddigate hand it a Lir 

we preaired a Fade, at the Tremonl Home maldng the 
best fight we can, we are in good spirits wiU keep you advised^ 

Yours Truly 

W. Butler 


Tremont 


Hear Lincoln ® May 14 1860 

6. ana IS au nght, Ohio is prepared to do a good part 
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P“‘' N'"’ Ha-dwe and 

rfaiSr 'f Mass-'Ccftoanpoorf- 

P hit in a German Meeting to day— ffteu all mnrr/-/l 
at you can be easily nominated for Vice Presidpni h f 

are claims, we 

N lork w^ not go Cameron, and they whisper, that a man wiL 
Knorn c antic^ents card be nominated for Pres-this all to my 

say they aU feel encouraged, I wish Herndon was here, send up all 

your spear friends W'ho can prudently aid in the outside Pressure- 

some of the Pe^Delegates have said to me that they will be quite 

as weU satisfied with you as with Cameron-they are not a u^t & 

a consideration-m case you are nominated you must come up upon 

a request and address the Delegations at the ‘^VigWam; you n^ 

ave no fears about our offending anv one, In Haste, with hieh 
hopes ' ^ 

Truly Yours 

Delahay 


Tremont House 
Chicago, Monday May 14 1S60 

Dear Sir: 

Things are working; Keep a good nerv^e— be not surprised at any 
result“but I tell you that your chances are not the \vorst We have 
got Sew’ard in the attitude of the representati\^ Republican of the 
East— you of the W^est. W e are laboring to make you the second 
choice of all the Delegations we can where we cannot make you 
first choice. We axe dealing tenderly with delegates, taking them 
in detail, and making no fuss. Be not too Expectant but rely upon 
our discretion. Again I say brace your nerves for any result. 

truly your friend 

N M Knapp 
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CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Springfield 15 186 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO MAY 15 1860 

To A Lincoln 

We are quiet but moving heaven & Earth nothing will beat u 
but old fogy politicians the heart of the delegates are with us 

Davis it Dubois 

PAID 


CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 16 1860 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 16 1860 

To A Lincoln 


Prospects fair friends at work night & day teU my wife I am well 


1475 PD 


Jesse K Dubois 


CATON LINES 


ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


CHICAGO 16 I860 
Dont be frightend keep cool things is working 
scoL 55 


May 16 I860 


Judd 
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HonALincoUi Cteogo M,, Ifft J Odw*. Mf 


““ C«™rtioD wto* 
im PI f 1 xr Staggle One is tbat the nominee Shall receive 

Convention this is brought up by your friends as a test question 
be^een you and Mr Seward. The hole contest as now SMken of 

Kv w f ^ *iL Hough your Vote may start oflF Small 

by watdung the Vote on tiiis question you Can give Some Idea of 
your Strenth 


The Pennsylvania delegation puts forward as another test question 

a motion to Exdude the pretended deligation for Terns fancac 

Nebrasky Kentucky & Virginia The two latter I think wffl be Sus- 

tained by the convention the balance exduded. All are for Sevmrd 
as assertained 


The Newyork men will fight hard on these two points a defeat on 
either whips them 

we have done all that can be done If whiped, we expect to meet 
defeat Knowing we have done all in our power 

Yours Truly 

Buffer 


CATDN LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TEUEXSRAPH OOMPANT 

May 17 im 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 17 1860 

To Hon A Lincoln 

Am very hopeful dont be Eixdted nearly dead with fatigue tde- 
graph or write here veiy little 

David Davis 

16 COL 85 


236 



MAY 1860 


ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TEXEGRAPH COMPAJiY 
BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 


JS60 

To Hon A Lincoln 

Vote just announced whole no 466 necessaiy to Choice 234 
Lincoln 354 votes not stated cn motion of Mr Evart's of NY the 
nomination was made unanimous amid intense enthusiasm 

] J A Wilson 


CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 18th I860 

BY telegraph FROM CHICAGO 18 1860 

To A Lincoln 

God bless you we are happy & may you ever be. Your success 
IS as sure in November as it has been today 

W. H. Lamon 

26 135 PD 


CATON LINES 

BY T P. T . MISSISSIPPI -reLEGRAPH COMPANY 

T r® V*”® from CHICAGO 18 

1 o Abe Lincoln 

We did it glory to God 


Knapp 


655 PD 

May 18 
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and MISSISSIPPI TELEXaiAPH COMPANY 


^ ^ A A J AXfVrX 

T PBOM CHICAGO 18 

To Hon A Lincoln 

You were nominated on 3rd Ballot 

655 PD ^ ^ Richards 


CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 

To A Lincoln 

City wild with Excitement from my inmost heart I contratule you 

Jesse W FeU 

1160 PD 

May 18 


CATON UNES 

ILUNOIS AND MISSKSIPFI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
BY TELEGRAPH FROM CINCINNATI 18 1860 

To Hon Abe Lincoln 

My humble congratulations great Enthusiasm our guns thunder- 
ing all Abe 

Wm Dickson 


111 55 PD 
May 18 
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CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 18 1860 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 1860 

To Hon A Lincoln 

I congratulate you. Shall you be up tomorrow morning answer 

CH Ray 

1055 PD 


ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

1860 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO MAY 18 1860 

To Abraham Lincoln 

The republicans of the United States assembled at the Wigwam 
want you here tonight will you come 

J J Richards 

1790 PD 


HJJNOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 18 1860 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 1860 

To Hon A Lincoln 

Dont let any one persuade you to come here 

Leonard Swett 

958 PD 
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CATON LINES 


nxmOB AND MlSSlSSim lELBCaASH OOUPANT 

by telegbaph pbom CHICAGO 1860 
i o A Lincoln 

On consultation die Peona folks sav dn nr* ^ 

New Yoik has gone home «*y not come here tfll after 
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C H Bag 
J S ScHppg 
JMedm 


CATON LIKES 

ILLINOIS AND 


XELEGBASH C30MPANT 


MaglBim 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 1860 

To A Lincoln 


Do not come wi&out we telegraph you 
655 PM 


Dubois ir Butter 


CATON UNES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH GOMPANY 
BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO MAY 18 1860 
To Abraham Lincoln 

Do not come to Chicago i 

NBJudd 

555 FD I 

^ j 

* 

’15 
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CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 18 m 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 1860 

To A Lincoln 
Dont come here 

G Koener 

355 PD 

[*— In pencil:] Koemer 


CATON LINES 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 1860 

To Hon A Lincoln 

In connection with your debates with Douglas we have an- 

Follett Foster 6- Co 

25 1311 PD Tremont House 

May 18 


and MISSISSIPPI lELEGRAPH COMPANY 


ToALiJ’ "=■'^*‘=0 18 I860 

is ^ ballot 

g strong for Hambn thmk ho »iH be nominated on 2nd 


Wilson 
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Dear Lincoln Chicago 18th May J86( 

It IS not my wish to further talk of matters here as the Tele^anl 

City But at present I cant say that I wiU be able to do so I Lv< 
a dispatch saying that I was mobed in 1855 by my enemies & tha 

^ T? Lincoln-I amt 

of ctrquii 

Truly yours 

Delahay 


ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 1860 

To A Lincoln 

Senator Hamlin is Vice Prest no man could be better for 

Jno Wentworth 


1265 PD 



ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

May 18, 1860 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 1860 

To Abraham Lincoln 

I shall probably be appointed your Biographer in behalf of Follet 
F oster & Co Columbus the matter is under consultation among your 
friends if so I shall go immmediately to Springfield 

Horace White 

3116 ORD 
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Chicagi 

To the 

Honorable Abraham Lincoln 

4 

of Illinois 

The representatives of the Republican Party of the United States 
assembled in Convention at Chicago, have this day, by an unanimous 
vote, selected you as the Republican Candidate for the OflBce of 
President of the United States to be supported at the next election; 
and the undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Convention 
to apprize you of this Nomination and respectfully to request that 
you will accept it A declaration of principles and Sentiments adopted 
by the Convention accompanies this Communication. 

In the performance of this agreeable duty we tak leave to add our 
confident assurances &at the nomination of the Chicago Convention 
will be ratified by die Suffirages of the people. 

We have the honor to be 

with great respect & regard 
Your friends and 
fellow citizens 


Geo: Ashmun 
of Massachusetts 
President of the Convention 

Wm. M. Emits of New York 
Joel Burlingame — Oregon 
Ephreium Marsh of New Jersey 
Gideon Welles of Connecticut 
D K Coulter of Ohio 
Carl Schurz of Wisconsin 
James F Simmons of Rhode Tsland 
John. W . N Orth of Minnesota 
[Wm D Kelley] of Peimsylvania 
Geo. D. Blak^ of Kentuclw 
Peter T. Washburn of Vermont 
A. C. Wilder of Kansas 

EdW H. RoUins of New Hampshire 
Francis S. Corkran Maryland 
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Norman B. Judd Illinois 
B. Smithers, Delaware 
m JJ, ^JcC^TtlliSj Blaine 
Alfred Caldwell, Va. 

Caleb B. Smith, Ind. 

Austin Blair, Michigan 
Wm P. Clarke, Iowa 
B. Gratz Brown, Missouri 
F- P • Tracy, California 
* ‘ ^ . 
ctnd four more 


CATOX UXES 


ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH C03i£PANY 


JSfiO 

BY TELEGRAPH FROM CHICAGO 18 (*) 1860 
To Hon A Lincoln 

Dear Sir/ A committee of the convention will wait upon you by 
special train Saturday Eve to inform you officially of your nomination 
for Prest of the United States 


GeoTEe Ashmun 


2Swch 145 PD 
[*”-In pencil:] May 


President 


St Louis May 19th/60 

Hon Abram Lincoln^ 

Dear Sir 

Ha\lng heard with grate satisfaction of the honor conferred upon 
you by the Chicago Convention and feeling that there are thousands 
of your friends and well w^hers who would be happy to possess a 


244 



MAY 1860 


bust of you which shall be a truthful! representation and a work ol 
Art I would like to model one provide you are willing— to grant me 
the privilege— If. you are I will come to Springfield any HmA when 
it may best suit you to sit for the modilling— I am an Italien Artist 
and any references you may require in regard to my capability will 
be furnished by prominent parties in St Louis who are your friends. 
Hoping to receive an early answer I remain 


Yours truly 
Pietro G Perm 


Hon Ahrnn Uncdn 
Springfield, lUinois 
Dear Sir 

Allow me to rejoice in common with the multitude and to express 

my corAal eongatulations upon the nominations of the Republican 
(convention at Chicago. ^ 

^ entamm in this State and 

^ tk &^ds rf teedom with the hope and eapeetaUon that 

Edited and that it wiU then be seen that fid^ty to the^! 
^tubon vwU s^me the greatest liberty without infringing upon the 

inat uid may direct events so that you shaH tL ru- c 

Your friend & obedient 
servant 

Wm A Buckingham 
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( P.S. The mistake of putting no Southern 

man on the ticket wiU weaken our efforts 

m the Cause here immensely-but we must 

remedy the evil as far as possible by in- 
creased energyl C) 


My dear Sir, ■*** 

Well, you have “cleared us aU out”! The gods favor you, and we 
must widr a good grace submit. After your nomination for the first 
p<^ my chances were of course ruined of becoming hdr to ywir 
old clothes! It became a necessity to choose a vice P. fcom the N^ 
Last, and of democratic antecedents. But after old Kentucky had 
come so liberally to your rescue, I tiiink you mi^t have compli- 
mented me with more tiban 2 votes! StiD we won’t quarrel with wu 
on that account: Nature does not aggregate her gifts: and as some of 
us are better looking men dian yourself; we must (heerfulfy award 
you the post of honor! Allow me then to congratulate you and 

believe me truly devoted to your success; and command my poor 
services if needed. 


Hon. A. Lincoln 

Springfield 

Ills. 


Yours troty, 

C. If. CUy 


Among the hundreds who congratulated Mr. Lincoln was David Wil- 
mot, of proviso ibme. 


Tremont House 
Chicago, May 21, 1860 

Hon Abm. Lincon 
Dr Sir— 

I hoped to have made my respects to you, and to have tendered 
my congratulations, before returning East; but will defm it to some 
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tnn^ when less fatigued myself, and when you are less 
dnonged by visitors. I intend to visit the West again during tbe 
Canvass, probily in Sept 

I have great confidence of a successful in Perm® I go direct to 
Phil®, where I shal l r em a in for a few days. If I learn anything worthy 
of note I will drop you a line from that City 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt. Sevt* 

D. WUmot 


^Tuuna Kjnto 


My Dear Sir ^ 

You are in Oat happy position diat every man feels that he has a 
nght to sp^ to you by the “word of pen”- 

Ha^g just returned fixm Chicago and feeling somewhat patri- 
^o-I desire through you to congratulate the Great and gro^e 
Rqni^cM p^-that their representatives at Chicagp-Llected 

Presidential contest the Xreat- 

of Ohio^to claims that position for S. P. cS 

Cnd fn • • down gtaoefiilly-4akes oourago— and »l»!»nlr.f 

^ j people wisdom and iHrtue enough to select the 

to ^ IWr«y to Ohio ^ 

^ .to 

..p io to, htort^, to eoMy dhtototoJTS^^ 
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^ ^ys-so I can now say of a truth that I lov« 

> OU-* Mrs Lmcoln and aU the little & big Lincolns-yea, the genera. 

time h fw “^7®^ ^bom You can send the articles asked for an\ 
tune between this and the 4th March 1865-Send by express care oi 

F. M. Wright 


Hon A. Lincoln, 
Dr Sir, 


Quincy May 22 1860 


As I do not expect to occupy the Executive OfSce, in die State 
House at present I invite you to take and use the at your 
pleasure, until it may be wanted for executive purposes. 

Respectfully & Truly 

Yours &C 
John Wood 


May 29th. 1860 

Respected sir 

in xiew of the intimacy that at one time subsisted between your- 
self and me, I deem it to be my duty as well as privilege, now, that 
the intensity of the excitement of recent transactions, is a little 
passed from you and from me, after the crowd of congratulations 
already received from man y friends, also to offer my own heartfelt 
gratulation on your very exalted position in our great r^ublican 
party. 

No doubt but diat you will become tired of the flattery of cringing 
selfish adulators— But I think you will know that what I say, I feel— 
For the attachment commenc^ in the Black hawk campaign, while 
[we] messed together, with Johnson, Fauchen, & Wyatt,— when we 
ground our coffee in the same tin cup with the hatchet handle,— 
baked our bread on our ramrods around the same fire,— ate our fried 
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meat off the same piece of elm bark,— slept in the same tent every 

night-traveled together by day and by night in search of the 

savage foe -and together scoured the tall grass on the battle ground 

of the sku'iinsh near Oratiots Grove in search of the slain, — with very 

many incidents too tedious to name, -and consummated on our afoot 

and canoe journey home, must render us incapable of deception- 

Since the time mentioned, our pursuits have called us to operate 

a Kttle apart; yours, as you formerly hinted, to a course of political 

& legal struggle: mine, to agriculture & Medicine— The success that 

we have both enjoyed, I am happy to know, although we must act 

in vastly different spheres, that we are enlisted for the promotion 

of the same good cause: the cause which, next to that of revealed 

religion (which is humility & love) is most dear: the cause of Lib- 

er^ as set forth by true republicanism not rank abolitionim- 

Then let us go on in the discharge of duty, trusting, for aid, to the 
Great Umversal Ruler. 

Yours truly Geo. M. Harrison. 


WAVERLY nOGA CO N.Y. 

Hon 

Abraham Lincob 
Dr Sir 

iti T y'>“. '«>pi»g in this way, to obtain an 

may possess, if any, on the subject. mxormation as you 

i “ ““Silntion for the State of 

City rf mHL a -ielegnte for the 

tion of ConnStn- 

fnniah to each mentber The rlS,"' 7'® 
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^u^,^ jamxuar-it 1 am curious to know the RdatioodiiD 
him & the great Western Giant— ^ i«p 



Veiy Respectfully your Obt Sefvt 

Hiram Payne 


LOAN AGENCY, COLLECTION AND 
INSURANCE OFFICE 

Chicago. Illinois, May 29tk 1801 

Hon, A. Lincoln, 

Springfield lU, 

Dear Sir— We enclose herewith blanks for an application an/l 
medical e x a m i n a t ion hoping that we may be honored witii the pvivi* 
lege of insuring your life- We also enclose Statement of our com- 
pany for 1859 — If you should conclude to insure please file up ahH 
sign enclosed blank apphcation, and get any regular physician to 
make the examination., If you will give us your applicaticHi for 
$2,000. we will take the cash payment when you- are e l ed ed Presi- 
dent and will charge you no interest from now to Naoember, 

Yours respectfully, 

L,D, Olmsted ix Co, 
pr WJI, Bridgman 


Washn, CUy May 90. 1880 

My dear Sir, 

It is too bad to write you three letters in a week; but having re- 
ceived your note this morning, & having had a long interview with 
R. W. Thompson this morning, thought it best to write you the result 
I did not of course mention any thing of your having written to him; 
but told him that he held the fate of Inda. in his hands & possiUy 
with it the Presl. Election & I was anxious to know what he had 
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decided on. He replied, (I give you the purport of the whole con- 
versation,) that he did not desire to commit himself positively till 
after the Baltimore Convention, hut that his opinion was as follows. 
The Chicago platform contained some thin gs with which he did not 
agree; but knowing you, & having confidence in you, both from per- 
sonal knowledge & from having read your discussions with Douglas, 
he had the highest possible confidence in you, and the most assured 
conviction that you would do right. That Indiana must not be carried 
by the Democracy; and that he expected to oppose the formation 
of any Bell Electoral ticket in that State, so that it might be carried 
for you, as, in that event, it would certainly be. He also added that 
he had recently been at his birth place in Culpepper, Va, speaking 
diere; & that at Hon. Mr. Pendleton’s, in company with a dozen 
Southern Whigs, he propounded to them the question what he 
should do, if it was clearly ascertained that the Bell men had the 
balance of power, & that running a ticket in Indiana could give the 
State to the Democracy; & they all agreed that the [State] Democ- 
racy should be beaten, & the State given to you. He added that this 
was not for public repetition. 

I cannot give you all the conversation; but there is no doubt that 
mer die Balt Convention, Mr. Thompson intends to come out pub- 
licly for you, as the only candidate who can cany Inda. against the 
Demc^acy, & probably suggesting that the Opposition should run 
Lmcoln fackets m the North & BeU tickets in the South, carrying in 
thw way every possible State against the Democracy. 

e Philadelphia demonstration was a magnificent one, & our 

faends say the most significant of all was the Fillmore Rangers & 

German Reps m^ching together in the procession. Still Pa I N T 
are to be our hardest States to carry. ' 

In haste 


Yrs truly 
Schuyler Colfax 

Have written this while debate is 
going on; but trust it is coherent 
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My Dear Sir, Washington, May 31- I860 

dence & has not a doubt of youx election- 

gr^y & looks & talk right- He is doubUess 

greatly disappointed but seems more like himself than while the 

^vass was pending. He made a capital speech in Executive session 
oday It w as reported here a few days ago that Mr. Weed had been 
to see you, & some of our best friends here seemed to fear that his 
object ™gnt be to get some assurance from you in case of our suc- 
cess- He is kno%vn to be a very shrewd fascinating man, but I re- 
marked to the Gentleman who spoke to me on the subject that you 
was too prudent & cautious a man to get complicated by promises 
to any body— I mention this that you may know how easily suspi- 
aons are aroused, & that you may appreciate the importance of keep- 
ing entirely free from committals of any sort- There is certainly no 
occasion for anj'thing of the kind in your case, & I doubt if they do 
not generally weaken more than they benefit any man- You will 
pardon me for making these suggestions-being from 111. I perhaps 
hear more of these matters than most others- One New York Gentle- 
man remarked to me that they wanted to know in New York wheflier 
they were to be treated as outsiders, as if any body supposed that 
Republicans in New York would be treated differently from those 
in other States— The very fact that a prominent Republican should 
make such a suggestion or harbor such a thought, shows a wrong 
feeling— So far as I can judge the nominations have taken well & 
our friends are in the best of spirits— Thus far everything is right- 
sure— 

I enclose you a line from Judge Reed, which is very encouraging, 
coming as it does from a quarter where we had most to fear— 

Mrs T. unites with me in land regards— 

Truly Yours 
Lyman Trumbtdl 
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Hon Abrattam Lincoln 
Dear Sir 


Decatur June 1st 1860 


I 3in gitting in3d(6) & f6w Walkiiig*canes out of the rales you & 
John Hanks made in this County in 1830 having a silver band on 
them and your picture in them. Will you be so kind as to send me 
a small Lock of your hair to place in with the Pictures 
Wishing you Great & Tiyumphant Success. I remain your friend 

John M Murry 


To tile Hon Abraham Lincoln 
Springfield Ills 


Decatur Ills 


o TIT r. 1 , ™ INDIANA 

G. W. Rathbone, President 
Samuel Bayard, Cashier 


»<«. AlmAam Umoln, Eva^svilk. June 1. 1860 

Dear Sir, 

T ^ ^ ® Wm. Jones of GentrwiUe 

I enclose a copy, in part, of Mr. J’s letter to me. 

It affords me pleasure to forward the cane an/f • • • »» 
fones’ good wishes in your behalf ’ 

Very truly yours 

G. W. Rathbone 
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OFFICE PRESS & TRIBUNE 

51 Clark Street, 

My Dear Sir, Chicago, June 2nd 1660 

Pemut me to introduce to your acquantance Judge D. V. Bell 
o this city, who has been commissioned by a gentleman in Michigan 
o present to you the Chair occupied by the President of the Le 
Rational Republican Convention during its sessions in this dty. 
Judge B. is at the head of our principal Commercial College, was 
formerly a citizen of Michigan, in which State he held the office of 
Auditor and filled other important trusts. He is an intelligent gentle- 
man and ardent Repubfican, and I know you will be gratified to 
make his acquaintance. 

Very Truly Yrs 

/. L Scripps 

Hon. A. Lincoln 
Springfield 
111 


ILLINOIS AND ^nSSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH OOMPANT 

Young America III June 4th 1860 

to Hon A. Lincoln 
Dr Sir 

Accompanying this is a true copy of the Message received by me 
for you on the morning of Friday May 18 th and is the first intelli- 
gence you received announcing your nomination for President at 
the Chicago Convention. You ^ill recollect me as the telegraph 
Operator in Springfield during said Convention. You would confer 
a great favor upon me by certifying on the accompanying sheet 
under the name of ‘^Vilson” that this was the first intelligence you 
received announcing your nomination That said intelligence was 
reed by me &c &o— By doing so you would confer a great honor & 
favor upon 

Your humble servt 

/, B. Tierce 
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Chicago June 4th 1860 

Hon Abraham Lincoln 
Sjmn^ld. Ill 
Dear Sir. 

U.S. Express of today, I forward to your address a “rustic 
chair” whidi at the request and with the compliments of the maker 

and donor, Mr. Meese of Jonesville Michigan, I have the honor to 
present for your acceptance. 

lliis chair was expressly made for the person who should be nomi- 
nated as a candidate for the Presidency by the National Republican 
ConvOTtion, and during the Sessions of that body it held conspicu- 
ous plaw among the Seats of honor in the great “Wigwam” where 
it was d^osited by the Michigan delegation. 

It IS, be seen on examination, composed of thirty four dif- 
ferent M of wood, appropriately labeUed, and symbolizing the 
union of the Several States including Kansas, which are respectively 
represented; 4e whole ingeniously combined in a Structure, which 
toou£ mde m fo,^ be considered an Emblem of the “Chair 

muled rfmge, rf fcUm, dH- 
n ’ u ? ^lieved you are destined soon to occupy. 

tote J “«*?•»«* of ihis 

hotair to tepreaeutaHve. I have the 

Most respectfully Your Obdt Servt. 

D. V. Bell 




Dear Sir, 

Tlie Sketches which I encimp will . v 

of the Writer of whom T cnnto • ^ ^ style 

thould not he aoBinaled JZl K D. 
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I saw a leading Democrat from Pennsylvania last Week, who savs 
that they are without hope in that State. ^ 

in this State. I find no Repnblican. 

no^ahon, and we shaU cany the State in any contingency, S 
vast t demoraliaed. and by an eanws, can- 


Hon. A— Lincoln 


Truly Yours, 
Thurlaw Weed 


lacksan. Miss, 
June 15. 1860 

Hon. Abraham Lincoln, 

Sir, 

You ha\ing received the Black Republican Nomination for Presi- 
dent of the United States I deem it not imprudent to propound to 
you several important interrogations, to which I demand immedi- 
ately a reply covering the whole of them without dodging or shift- 
ing one way or the other, either to the right or to the left— Viz— 

1st— Suppose you should be elected President of the United States 
and the South would not submit to your inarjLguration; What would 
you do?— 

2nd Are you opposed to slavery as it now exists in the slave States, 
and if so, do you believe that Congress has more power to remove it 
from these States than to protect it in tire Territories? 

Srd Were you in favor of Jno Brown the Traitor, or do you now 
occasionally drop a silent tear or two in honor to his Memory? 

4th \Miat do you think of the Wilmot proviso in another form?— 
5th— As I do not presume you will vote for your self for President, 
do you intend to vote for Douglas the Traitor if nominated, or for 

Bell & Everett the Union Savers? 

I am a voter and I want to know exactly every inch of ground you 
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stand upon-I want to know for I want to vote for the right kind 

of a man-If you suit me I’ll go for you-If not awav with you ! ! 

I am for what is right, and nothing wrong, nor will I submit to 

any thing that smacks of Jno. Brownism, Japaneseism nor anv other 

kind of modem isms. Give me the good old times of Washinsrton 

of Jefferson & Madison-I want nothing else-I want notliing more. 

If you should be the lucky man to restore these good times to tlie 

troubled people-then I say Abraham Lincoln “tliou art the man”. 
Lord send it— Amen I 

Address me immediately 

Yr friend 
Tho. T. Swann 


,, , . ‘■^ew lork June 16, 1860 

My dear sir. 

I was about to begin this letter by saying that I congratulate you 
on your nomination, but when I consider the importmities which 
’fi ^ ® candidate and the cares, responsibilities and ve.v- 

late you. It IS the country that is to be congratulated. I was not wilh- 
enlSK r T ’‘““““•io" might fall upon some person 

ter neard that it was conferred upon you. ^ 

you have never gathered about vou a knot of 
pohbcal confederates who have their owm interests to look aften 

engaged 10 ^ 00^6 f campaigner who has been 

S tSirA more than a third of a centuri^ 

I tave^bserscd ta aorc7»ter^^^^^^^ ' 

making pledges statnur on' • “^ost cautious of 

any sort for the future save aemXs'7d™he'”r 

of trouble and have die best chance of 
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pledges or engagements of any sort; 

' . ^ ^e, and they ^vant vou to do 

nothmg at present but allow yourself to be elected. I am sure that 

u express the \\-ish of the vast majorit\^ of your friends when I 
say that they want you to make no speeches \mte no letters as a 
candidate, enter into no pledges, make no promises, nor e\'en gi\*e 
an\ o those kind words which men are apt to interpret into prom- 
ises. Several of our Presidents have had a gTeat deal of trouble from 

this cause, and I suspect that Fremont if he had been elected would 
ha\*e had quite as much as any of them. 

I hope that what I have said is no impertinence. I feel the strong- 
est interest in your success, but it is only the interest of a citizen 
of our common countn*. What you do and say, concerns not yourself 
alone, but the people of the United States, I think you will be elected 
and I am anxious that you should go into the Executive Chair with 
e\ eiy' advantage for making the most judicious and wnrthy appoint- 
ments and lending your aid to the wisest and most beneficial meas- 
ures, 

I am. dear Sir, 

ji- 

faithfully vours 

Wm C, Bryant 

Hon. Abraham Lincoln 


Boston, June ISfh 1S60 

Respected and Dear Sir, 

Excuse me for troubling you with a single line. In South Reading, 
of tliis State, ten miles from Boston, wUere most of our business men 
transact their dailv' business, we have just formed a ‘'Lincoln Club.’ 
Our “Club” held a ratification meeting on Thursday evening last as 
please be informed bv accompanying papers. My purpose in trou- 
bline \-ou, is to ask, can you not cause to be sent us a piece of a rail, 
or a rf 7 // entire, with the splitting of which you had some connexion. 
We wish it to exhibit in oiu Clubroom. If you can do us this favor. 
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I assure you will pul us under renewed obligations to you. In your 
home in Illinois you can perhaps hardly appreciate how much pleas- 
ure and interest would be awakened by the possession of a memento 
such as we ask, espedaQy in a town where Ae Club came very near 
“Christening” itself “Rail Splitters of So. Reading.” 

Will you. Sir, if it is practicable for you to send us a rail or part of 
a raU, cause such a relic to be sent, addressed to me. South Reading, 

Mass, and the expense will be cheerfully paid at this end of the 
route. 


With assurances of High Regard, and sentiments of Respect, and 
jnfidence in the triumphant election of the Republican Candidate 


Hon* Abraham Lmcoln, 
Springfield, HI. 


I remain, 

Yours Truly 
Geo, W, Copeland, 

Pres, of “Lincoln Club,” South Reading. 




PRESS & tribune 


51 Clark Street 

My Dear Sir, 

^ biography, and now need the remaining 

K SpringSeld it has been thought best, pro- 

yided sa^actoiy arrangements can be made, to bring the work-out 
in New York. Parties have been written to on the subject and MediU 

STIJc 1 f advisable. In that event I wiU comolete 
e MS. here, and take SpiingBeld in my route to N. Y. ^ 

Very Truly Yours 

/. L, Scripps 


Hon. A. Lincoln 
Springfield III. 
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Mr Lincoln- ^ 

^ *■ 

Dear sir. 

As ^ be seen by the enclosed article taken from tije ioumal of 
this place, I was seriously injured by a premature explosion while 
m the act of firing a salute in honor of yourself, and Mr. Hamlin. 

My object in '(^ting you tbis note, is to solicit from you, or Mr. H. 
some renumeration for my sickness, produced by the above I 
^ a poor man and have nothing but what I labor for, from day to 
day; and now that my means of gaining a support are cut off for 
some time to come, I will be very AankfuU to you for any favor how- 
ever small to enable me to get through my present state. 

To assure you that I am not imposeing upon you, I have dipt the 
arbde above refered to, and if it is necessary, I could give you a 
score of newspapers, of different places in this vidnity, mnhiining 
an account of the accident. But I thought it was useless to do so. 

If upon due reflection you see fit to transmit “a little of the need- 
full the faver will be thankfully received, and never forgotton. 

I remain your most bumble and obedient servant 

Wm E. Matthews 


P S. 

My address is 
Orange. 

Essex Coimty, 
New Jersey 


THF ORANGE JOURNAL 
EDWARD GARDNER, EDnOR 

Saturday Morning, June 9, 1860 


SERIOUS ACXUDENT. 

whUe firing a salute in honor ' 
m. E. Matdiews, of Scotland 
lature discharge of the gun. H( 
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in loading the piece at the time of the explosion. He was dashed 
several feet from the gun, and when taken up it was found that his 
arm was shattered and burned badly. He was also badly burned 
about the face, but ^ve understand his injuries are not likely to prove 
of a fatal character. Mr. Amzi Wright, who was also engaged in 
loading, received some slight injuries to his hand. 






51 Clark Street, 

. ^ , Chicago, June 19 1860 

A. Lincoln 

My Dr Sir 

1 Start to N Y to night on a little business that may or may not 
^t m benefit to our came A fortnight ago we cautiomly ojined 

fnTf S r ^ of Herald, 

has sinVwi conxdction to ascertain his terms. He 

S ^ “SH Judd toward the last 

think hi, ^ rr “ 

t^^^tn hon^, ^dTo? rr Z *“ “ 

only the damage he can do us in tl,« ^ to that much. It is not 

States, but the blows he can inflir* n Eastern 

during all its term. He has a vast c^rps Administration 

at home and abroad and a i^eSd cToTk m ** 

a umversal cnculation North, South, East, 
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^est, Europe Asia Africa and the Isles of the Sea. During the 

hi^go Convention I had a long and confidential talk with oL of 

^ tavonte editors, who by the way is a Repuhhcan in Sentiment. 

He ^smed me that at heart Bennett was a free soiler, and if he was 

satisfied that a Rep. Adm. was coming into power, he would jump 

aboard our train v c. I had private information to Xhe same effect 
last winter at Washington 

When our confidential friend at N.Y. conversed with him about 
you, he (B) spoke quite handsomely “of you. said you were the 
strongest man Reps could have nominated, were honest, capable, 
not dangerously ultra, thought you would make a good president, 
and stated that if your campaign was properly fought you could he 
elected &c. dide nt know what he would do fe:” 

I deemed it my duty to keep you posted on what we were doing 
m write you the result on my return home. From all the letters and 
& news we get our faith is strengthened that triumph awaits omr 
common efforts. 

Yoiurs Truly 

/. Medm 

P S They are having a lovely time at Baltimore 
Oh! the irrepressible conflict 


OFFICE OF THE PRESS & HUBUME 

Chicago 

Wednesday June Sffth [i 860 ] 

My Dear Sir, 

It is early yet; but it wiU do you no harm to begin to consider 
what «;hAl1 be the quality and cut of your inaugural suit It does not 
seem to me that you have any thin g else to do in the campaign, which 
Breck and Lane have taken off your hands. We here are overflowing 
with joy and thankfulness at the turn w^hich affairs have taken; and 
I cannot though worked about half to death, refrain from stopping 
to congratulate you upon the near prospect of your elechon and the 
consequent rescue of the country from the hands of the spoilers. You 
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will go into power under the most favorable auspices. The Southern 
men to get a Northern vote will be forced to assume union ground 
from which th^ cannot secede; and your inauguration will be fol- 
lowed by a calm which nothing but the infernal folly of the radicals 
can disturb. 

—But I did not set down to write a letter, only to say what you 
must already know— that the slg^ is bright and that Providence only 
can defeat your hopes and mar the wishes of your friends. 

Yours Very Sincerely 

C. H. Ray 

Please make my respects to Mrs. Lincoln and Little Ghin-choDoer 


bkpobljcan state central 




154 Randolph St., Chicago, June 27 1860 

Friend Lincoln: 

wiU doubtless see the N. Y. Tribune & the Chicago Press 6- 
nwne campaign biography for yourself in the course of a week 
or two. ou will perhaps learn that that portion of it relatin? to the 

of im ^ a. Mr. Icnpps- bylyrS 

^^one I wish to put m a plea in abatement; to-wit that its imper- 
echons are at least pardaDy due to the fact that under a sudden 

STSif “ programme the whole had to be 

Price can ^ biography of this Le and 

p ce can be sold before November, whereas a larger & more exnen- 

^ masses at all. The price will be only 
?2.50 per hundred or $20.00 per thousand ^ 

We have forwarded to the various counties about 1 -500 
“"■tog iw».^ & egeclive lo™hip fT 

edging repBes to n>my of «■ & tavo ioce.vod 

Br^inndge's acceptance has kiUed aU the Douglas men in th^ 
Tloy perceive now wba, ftey never could unLs3 
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Very Truly Yours 

Horace White 


one 


Secretary 


44 


Providence 

Mr Lincoln 

Dear Father I might say' 

As the Excitement has abated I thought I would take the liberty 
of writing I was in Chicago during the Convention and when I heard 
that Abraham Lincoln had the nomination I was so regoiced diat 
I shed Tears like a child The thought struck me. what must Mrs 
Lincoln & Bob feel, when they heard it I almost imaginpri i could 
hear old Buck snicking in the stable Oh it was glorious and it does 
make Me feel good all over, and I hope now you will show them 
the way things stand in November.. I am and have been agent 
Christy s Minstrels for the past year and I am amongst these Printers 
almost all of my time and I am asked Every day about you and I 
believe I tell them the trudi as near as I know=Our company are 
all Lincoln Men and our furmy Men are giving you good hits from 
the stage— aU the time which of course before an audience of 1000 
People in a strange place— Evy Every night does no harm ” Mr 
Lincoln as Every One is using your name in whatever Tnannftr they 
choose We took the liberty to place it on our Bills Hoping that you 
will take no OfiFence at my writing these few lines but I felt so well 
over your success and you having known myself & Sister & the family 
from our youths I could not help so doing= Mr Lincoln Please write 
me a few lines to Boston you will confer a great favor let me know 
how Bob & the Famly are getting along hoping you are well I remain 

Your Boy 
Louis A Zwisler 
Formerly of Springfield 

Now dont fail to write 
me to Boston 
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Galesburg July 10th 1860. 

Hon Abraham Lincoln, 

Dear Sir, 

It affords me very great pleasure to announce to you, that the 
Board of Trustees of Knox College at their recent Tn>>«» tiTig July 3d 
inst voted unanimously to confer upon you the Honorary Title & 
Degree of L, L. D. in consideration of the high legal attainments & 
comprehensive statesmanship evinced by you during the past few 
years. Wishing you prosperity & long life, 

1 am most respectfully yours. 


Harvey Curtis, 
Frest l[nox College 


Hon. Abraham Lincoln 
Spriiwfield lU. 


Dear 



1860 . 


I have had the pleasure for the ^cond time fliat my family got an 
iacr^ of young republicans, just in that month at wich y^ ago 
to ^aratim of independenze insured liberty to this country. On 
^e ftniA of July 1856 a son of ours was bom, whom I called 

^ whom with your Idnd permission I wish to caff your h^ 

R^bHcan, who would be proud, if 

office in to gift of to" people, 

caSTd administration in to federal 

madee this request and I hope tot you will give soine enoaum’irA. 
ment by accepting it / gi e some encourage- 

I am. Sir, witih highest r«karav*/1ei ^ a 


Your most Obedt 


Chicag 


Gerhard 


265 






THE LINCOLN PAPERS 


Mij Dear Sir, 


OFFICE PRESS & TRIBUNE, 

SI Clark Street, 
Chicago, July 17th 1860 


I send you by this day s mail a copy of the campaign biography, 
lou understand some of the diflBculties under which it has been 
prepared. First, I labored two weeks after my return from SpSTg" 
field upon the plan of making a pamphlet of 96 pages. Then MediU 
made the arrangement in New York for a pamphlet of 32 pages- 
and the Tribune people would consent to no delay. My only re- 
source then was to condense here and omit there, instead of writing 
it over as I wished upon the plan of making a pamphlet of 32 pages. 
After I got to New York I had the printers estimate how much of my 
manuscript, with the accompanjung extracts, it would reouire to 
make the 32 pages. I furnished the precise amount As fast as two 
pages were set up [it uxis] they were stereotyped. When the whole 
was in type, it was found we had 35 pages, and Greeley & Co, in- 
sisted upon having the 32nd page rescued for their advertisement. 
I then had to [take out] cut do^vn four pages, and there were only 
about eight pages remaining to be stereotyped. I did the best I 
could, but you will see that both the account of your debates with 
Douglas as well as the conclusion, are sadly botched. There was no 
help for it, I have also reason to feel a Uttle hard at some of my 
Springfield friends. Before I left there, I had the promise from some 
them of certain material which they could likely have furnished. I 
was to have it wnthout delay. After waiting a week, I wrote. My let- 
ters have not yet been answered. However, I will not complain. 

I beUe\'e the biography contains nothing that I was not fully 
authorized to put into it. In speaking of the books you read in early 
life, I took the hberty of adding Plutarch’s Lives. I ^e it for granted 
that you have read that book. If you have not, then you must read it 

at once to make my statement good, 

I cannot expect that you ^vill be greatly pleased with this per- 
formance. It fails ver)^ much of pleasing me, and of course I cannot 
hope anv one will have a higher opinion of my own offspring than 
myself. But while I do not [ask] expect it to excite any positive 
gra tifi cation on your part, I shall be much pleased to know that 
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there is nothing in it that is positively painful to you. More tha 
this I cannot expect 

Very Truly Yours 

/. L. Scripps 


^ soul John Talbott Hanks, is of especial interesl 

Abrata fr°"> »l>ich his kimman, 

July .. 22 .. 18 . 60 
Dear unkel Canyonvitt Douglas Co. Origan 

wMe seting a lone in mi Cabing aU a lone no bodey to disturbe 

you-and I coud note availe mi selfe of a heter 

ab.™ T^" 

in the first plais I wiH sav that a ^ so 

this comes to hand will find von in fT.z» l ^ ^ wiien 

member the dat that^TJZ* ^ ^ 

aHways rememberd you fur th^go^ adwi*^^'^ ^ 

peritey I have ben up^ down in ^e worM bSe^o ^ 
fair for rasinj? iu the wor]H#a T Ka j ^ stand purtey 

a ls«« f„a.er 

unkel to returne home when now I ha K aviseble fur me 

was saised a poos boy I had no CSiaa^bs "Sf' ^ « 
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mg up to man hood as I wod liked to done I was deprived ove the 
chance as others had I have had to work hard for mi living ever 

oS when I was out to California and returned home I gave 

^ that I had to mi f other iwch was something near a thousand 
dolers I hout him I thought wod doe him and returned back to 
calitorma to make somthing fur mi self it is trew that I have ben 
hear a suficent time to make a raise I will admut that but fortune is 
note to be maide by ever body all though I have laberd harde a nuf 
to make one I got tyexd of California and went from thair to origon 
I found this countery much beter than California fur helth and ever 
thing else that I have seteld down to make this mi home I wod like 
to see mi old friendes very well but thay dont make me a living and 
I have to look out fur mi self— I have just returned from the Election 
it was the hotes one that I ever saw in origon David Logen and his 
a ponent went over the State and stompte it Logen is a good speaker 
and a smart man t his State went a ganst logen a bout one hunderd 
majority democratice — Sence then I have herd that you was nomi- 
nated fur president I was glad to hear that fur I bleave that you can 
cary t his State if your fnends pursuse the rite corse I live not fur 
from old Joe Laines he is not very popler in this conty he is the 
gratis a ponent you will have in the State but he is loosing ground 
fciste he was seaking fur the nomination but did not get it his son 
in Law bet that old Joe wod be nominated we havent herd who is 
nominated on the democratice side if Douglas is nominated he will 
be very hard to beate in origon if he is not I will bet that you will 
cary the State I have herd strong democrates say that thay was a 
going to suporte you I travild all over this coxmtey and lecneard 
hard a ganste Logen I was the cose that he was beat I had a grate 
deal bet on the Election and I wonted to wine it be fore I dose this 
we have got the news from the States and no all the candidates you 
will get this State and you may dipend on it am going to suport you 
and do all that I can I live her in the midest of Joe Laines friendes 
herd him speak meny a time I no him well he is a purf ect gut and he 
is lowsing grond f aste I going to travil fur you I well a quainted with 
ever Body most— I can do you some good hear more than eney Body 
that is hear and the hardest man to beat a lectnaring that you ever 
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saw I wont you to answer this as sone as you can and post me all 
yon can direct your letters to canyonvill Douglas Co origon you 
muste Excus this fur I am oute ove practis a writin to old Abe 

Yours in haste 
John T, Hanks 


My Dear Sir, Hampden July 23 1860 

note of t^ 18th insL was received last evening, and I was 

correspondence and other en" 
i-nilte to ™ a.an SenatoTto ^ 1 re™X“^, Ta 

«ed Hope .0 Uco^e 

•aere fa not as much exciternt ^in ^i^nt 

I^ger than in that year, and there fa a force’ and deteJ^r^®* 

harmonious party which wa^ ^r*‘>bdated and 

England, and ^are l^C ^ « weU in New 

we are looking too in a full faith that Ae wiU 

tion of correct priuciDles T /^ann 4 . i_ t ^ true m the vindica- 

has foundered and mmt go dowr^ democratic ship 

»Hid. to carver could cccute a^gur^feadlT h- *’>’ 

I will be glad to leam how to. k. and if so where? 
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and Ind. for my own gratification I think I have enough prudence 
to me ^ ^ communicated 


Hon A Lincoln 
Springfield 111 


Yours Truly 

H Hamlin 


Cookstown 24 July 1860 

Hon Abraham Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

I left Niagara Falls on the last Friday the 20th inst where I had 
a con\’ersation with the Hon W H Seward he expressed himself en- 
tirely pleased with our ticket, and his determination to use all his 
influence for its success. There is a Power high above poor helpless 
Man that presides over the destinies of our Glorious Union, that 
seems to be mooveing in the present Contest, and will decide it for 
his own Glory and our good So mite it be 

Very Respectfully 

W. E. Frazer 


Hon. Abraluim Lincoln 
Springfield Ills 
Hon, 

I ha\'e the honour to write to you to know your opinion concern- 
mg the foreigners; Please have the kindness to let me know 12 If you 
accept et ready to support the article Hth of our platform of Chi 
cacro 2® If you are against the people who profess the Roman Catho- 
lic^’church. We have a large number of Irish men here; many of 
them are [disposed] dissatisfied of the democratic pretention and 
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will be willing to vote for the Republican Candidate for the 
presidency if th^ did positively know the true opinion of Hon 
Abraham T.inmin 

Excuse my liberty in writing to you but my best wishes being for 
the prosperity of my glorious adoptive coimtry, I caimot resist to 
serve it with my little ability 

1 am, Hon Abraham Lincoln, 

With a profound admiration 

Your very humble Servant 
F. E, Leseure. 

French Teacher at the Academy, Paris, Ills 
Paris Illinois July 26th 1860 ./. 




This day is very rainy and it is hard work to find anybody— 

There is very little use Staying here, but I thought I would see 

tr^ey anyhow, and would see Mr Weed at Albany-They told me 

at the Tribune Office, that Greeley does not show himself until from 
2 to 5 odk— 

Henry Winter Davis was at West Point, & I met him by appoint- 
ment at the Astor House last night 

Saj^ that everywhere through this region, A where he has 
beei^ timt the Hection is considered a foregone conclusion-that no 

or« ^ubts thatyou will be elected- There is no excitement because 
the election is considered certain— 

me, & yet, it is very difficult to make a 

tacteZ ^ ^ ^ 

ev^ has a fine moral effect 

Henry has a strong desire that your administration should be a 
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Recess-thinks if it starts out right that it wiU be-that fte bodv nf 

S toll^ V I atok we« valuaMe & 

4e Democracy were united she w^ not- He tbi^s that Douglass 
a coMiderable body of supporters in all tbe Slave states- 

friBeU- Douglass to give several states 

Henty dislikes the union movement generally, & the Union widi 

either branch of the democracy is condemned by him emphatically- 

I may stop in Indianapolis & Terre Haute on my way home-not 
certain however. 


In haste 
Yr friend 
David Daois 

PS- 

Our friends in Pa think there is a fair prospect for Delaware 


BEPUBUCAN national C»MMnTEE 

Astor House 39 
New York, August 18 1860. 

Hon. Abr. Lincoln— 

My dear Sir— 

Yours of the 14th reached here during my absence, yesterday, at 
Albany. To your question— “Horn does it Look now,” I have the sat- 
isfaction of replying WeU! Our advices from every quarter are such 
that we do not see how there can be any reasonable doubt that the 
contingency whereupon Cov. Wise was to march upon and take p(K- 
session of the Federal Capitol will certainly occur. Just now, our 
Republican friends in Maine are having a brisk fight— your friend 
Douglas being among his “friends”, aiding them by his presence and 
counsel. I do not thi^ these doubtful, although the “Squatter Sov- 
erigns” boast largely of what diey will do. I have recentiy spent a 
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few days in that State, and found the Republicans thoroughly awake 
and confident of victory. If the victory is decisive, there is no longei 
a chance for even a fight in the other New England States. 

Our advices from New Jersey and Pennsylvania are of a character 
to leave no doubt that the Republicans must carry both of them— 
and by very large pluralities. The same of this State of New York, 
There can be no combination made which will endanger our suc- 
cess, In truth, I feel sure that we will lose nothing east of Indiana. 
Of the prospects in that State, as well as lUinoiSy of course, you are 
as well, and better posted than we can be here. 

Our Committee have made pretty liberal outlays for Indiana, and 
hope the election of Gen. Lane in October, together with a Republi- 
can triumph in Pennsylvania, will really settle the election of Presi- 
dent, and leave us nothing to do but to 'receive, count, and assort 
the votes” and proclaim Abr^am Lincoln and Hanmbal Hamlin, 
President and Vice President elect, of the United States. 


you ask my opinion wheAer your acceptance of the invitation 
to Springfield, Mass, would help or hurt^^ I ans^ver very frankly 

would 'Tielp”. The travels of Douglas in search 

of his “father’s grave”, and his “anxious mother’s” pantrtj are freely 

co^ented on by the Republican papers, who hold up your quiet 

and dignified retirement in contrast. You could not go to Springfield, 

wittout your journey being in some measure a political ovation. As 

suck a wodd relieve Douglas of the charge of being the only stump 

^(hdate for the Presidency. It would also be construed by the 

emo^tic papers into evidence of Repubhean alarm. In this view 

It imght . Everj^g east, I believe is weU. The election is 
ours now. The triumph is ours. 

Of course, you not misunderstand my frankness. Our Repub- 
ever received We would aU rejoice to take you bf the llnd. But we 
^'^uP Cabinet find it convenient to come along 


let^^T^? ^ and hastUy written letter 

let me hear from you again, I subscribe myself 

Your friend and Obedient Servant 

Geo. G. Fogp 
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Elizabeth Town K 

Hon Abraham Lincoln -Augurf 19 .. 18e 

My dear Sir 

halriT" l”* by this days ™u, aod 

J ”P’y> “O* ““ly lo acquit you but to dear myself of an 

tr ij statement of some correspondent in The N. \ 

Herald saying *Hhat you had been invited to visit Ky, but that i/oi 

^ected It was a trap to inveigle you into Ky in order to do vio 
lence to you 

I will tax your patience by adverting to our correspondence. I 
was generally understood that you were bom in this Town ( Eliza 
beth Town ) and as there was some diflEerence of opinion about th( 
place & also about your parentage, that I took the liberty of wiitmi 
to you on the subject, to which you frankly & promptly responded 
That letter called out another from me, in which I did not invib 
you to \isit Kentucky, but in speaking of the place of your birth I 

recollections of the old Homestead, I made a passing sugges 
tion that it might be pleasant for you now in the turn of life to visi 
the scenes of your Nativity. To which in your letter marked Privati 
dated June 4th you use this playful language “you suggest that s 
visit to the place of my nativity would be pleasant to me — Indeed i 
would— But would it be safe? Would not the people Lynch me? The 
place on Knob Creek marked by Mr Read I remember very well 
but I was not bom there* As tny parents have told fne, I was bom ot 
Nolin very much nearer Hodgens-MUl than the Knob Creek placi 
is— My earliest recollection however ts of the Knob Creek place” 
The remark about the Lynching, no man of any sense would have 
imderstood it in any other way than a little playfulness & pleasantry 
on your part— I at least so understood it, and was about to reply to i1 
in the same humor, that a visit here would subject you to a gooc 
many attacks— But they would be for oflSce under you, as it was re- 
garded as a foregone conclusion that you would be the next Prest- 
unless the split in the Democratic party let in BeU The mark Private 
on your letter I supposed simply means that it was not for publica- 
tion, had it been marked Confidential, no body would have seen it 
But as it was I showed it to Mr, W. B* Read who was attending oui 
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Court & one or two other acquaintances & spoke of it to others who 
like myself had a curiosity about your birthplace. 

The reason why I did not reply, was through a little delicacy, least 
my object might be misconstrued. 

I suppose you have noticed the vote of Ky for Clerk of the Court 

of Appeals in which the Bell Candidate beat the Breckenridge man 

upwards of 25,000 votes. That Breckenridge is in a minority in Ky I 

have no kind of doubt, but J do not deem the late election a fair test 

as a great many Douglas men voted for Coombs. But I have no 

doubt that if the parties stand as they are now in November that 

BeU & Everett will carry the State of Ky by a considerable pluralitv 
of votes- ^ 


An old neighbor & friend of mine Sami. Young told me to say to 
you if I wrote to you again that he would vote for you, his sister 
mamed a Hanks-& he married a sister of my old Friend Charles 
Sa^Yar who lives near Mattoon & who tho nearly 80 years of age 
headed a Lincoln torch light procession at that place not long since 
& earned a fence rail on his shoulder-as did every other man in the 
pocession— Not long since a relative of mine from New York visited 
nM r * aided by some old Citizens hunted up the remains of the 

your father resided, he had 8 feet of a log sawed 
ook rt to New York The old house has been removed several 
toes was once a himan residence. Twice a slaughter house & now 

partculars. I thought 

you would not be displeased to hear of them-I have seen in fhe 

h yourself-I was almost on the point of 

Kst^ it ^ Photograph of yourself that I would 

oot for puEL, biTtf “ ’’f ^ 

Herald I will witl. “o to the N Y 


Truly yours 
Sami Hay craft 
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Philadelphia September S. 18d0 
Dear Sir Chettma Street 

Mr Bro^ artved on Saturday, and sent round to me, die mh...- 
ture wtb the letters of yourself, Mrs Lincoln & Mr Nkjolay. It is a 

magi^cent work of art, and must be a faithful likeness. It ante- 
sponds with your bust, of which I have a copy. 

To day, Mr Sartain, and Mr Brown have been witii me, and I 
My say the engraving is commenced, and is promised to be 
in two Weeks. Mr Sartain will have the constant of Mr 

Brown s advice, and no pains will be spared, to make the engraviniL 
worthy of the picture. 

Mr Brown was greatly pleased with his visit to Springfield, and 
particularly with his reception by you and Mrs T iWIn 
Please to present my best resp^ to Mrs T-inmln 

and believe me 


Hon. A Lincoln 
Illinois 


truly yrs 
^hn. M. Read 


Springfield m Sept Mh ISBO 

R. L. Afifler Esq 

Dear Sir*— Your letter of the 16th addressed to Hon. A. Lincoln, 
came duly to hand. He thanks you for the favor, and is pleased to 
hear that political affairs look so cheering in your county, and State. 
He remembers Robert Rutledge very well indeed and sends him his 

regards. 

Yours Truly 
Jno, G* NicoUuf 
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Pittsburg Penna Sept 28 1860 

Abraham Lincoln Esqr 
Dear Sir 

Enclosed please find a “Lincoln nail” the nail is invaluable the dr* 
cumstances with which it was connected making it so. it was manu- 
factured yestarday in a moving procession of 50 000 Republican 
Freemen, a belt run from Ae wheel of a wagon connected with a 
nail machine situated on Ae wagon while moving in Ae procession 
was in full operation manufacturing "Lincoln nails” and as Aey 
were manufactured Aey were distributed to Ae people, Sir this is 
a genuine article observe Ae “L” on Ae head of Ae nail show it to 
your little wife, I think it will please her curiosity. I have a little wife 
myself She is one of Ae most enAusiastic Lincoln wemen in Penn- 
sylvania in aU my Family can put in 3 votes for Lincoh Hamlin & 
Freedom I hope God that Ae American people may hit Ae nail on 
Ae head Ais time in your election please accept this little token 
enclosed a tribute of respect to yourself & Ae greate cause of TniA 
& Justice which you represent 


very 


ictfully 

Yours 


Samuel Greer 


[vania 




^ Sept 29. i860 

ENCLOSURESRETURNED ^ 

OCT 19th 1860 • 

Hon. Abraham Lincoln. 

Dear Sir, 

U S^aIT Doubleday, of Ae 1st Rert 

5 , , unA recently, pointing to Ae purpose of 
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lo se^e me torts in their harW Tt.* o--: i 

fences of Ft ifw ’ ? Engmeer officer to strengthen the de- 

tentions of tT, and complicity with the treasonable in- 

aoHo 'k- ^ se^ssionists, were to be disproved by energetic 

on on his part Capt D. is from this state, and being^an avmved 

Ft^MotlW “ suspicion by the pwple around 

letters are occasmaUy opened. I send you these letters, not because 
It is more your business than mine to try and save the country from 
me disgraTO, apparently so sure; but because the almost certainty of 
yom election may give you means of information and an influence 
which may avail to prevent it Your success is simply a convenimit 
pretext, for the desire to secede, my brother writes, has always been 
r^p^t in Charleston. I enclose you a map of his making, showing 
that if the forts once pass into the hands of the traitors, no revenue 
cutter could lie off, and blockade the harbor, for the fii^t foul wind 
would drive her ashore. If the forts were properly manned, the at- 
tempt at secession, if made, (which is doubtful), would not succeed, 
for the duties would be collected at Ft. Moultrie, and postal aufl 
judicial advantages would be cut off, so that they would bear their 
present burdens and receive none of their present accommodations. 
Please return me as soon as convenient fte letters and map. Mr. 
Chas. Ridgely, banker, of your dty knows me; in case you should 
have any suspicion of a hoax, please inquire of him. Considering 
your election as the surest means of disabusing the Southern minft 
of its baseless fears, I am working for your election, diou^ I shall 
never have any favors to ask of you, as President 

Resp y Yours 
W. Doubledou 
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No 310 New Street Philadelphia, September th 1860 

Hon Abraham Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

You will excuse the liberty I have taken, of addressing you with- 
out a personal acquaintance, or a formal introduction! As you are 
the candidate of the party, of which I have the pleasure of being a 
member, (you thereby becoming public property,) I do not feel as 
though I was committing a breach of etiquette, by addressing you 
on a subject that I think is of vital importance to yourself, and 
one that I hope you will give due consideration and act accordingly! 

If the Political signs of the times are not deceptive, you will be 
duly and constitutionaly. Elected President of the United States; 
at our coming Election by a majority of yoin fellow citizens; If Such 
shall be the case, it becomes necessary that you shall be duly 
inagurated into ofBce, and that your life and health shall be pre- 
served, to carry out the doctrines, and principles on which you will 
be elected! 

Now Sir in my humble opinion it will require on your part, if 
elected the greatest vigilance, and precaution to preserve, your life 
and health, and it is to that end, that I write, to give you due warn- 
ing of what I fear will be your end unless you are most watchful 
and vigilent on that subject! 

I have given the subject of the very sudden, and I may say 
mysterious deaths of some of our free State Presidents, and the sud- 
den Pohtical somersets of the Vice Presidents who by law succeeded 
diem to the Presidency much thought, and a very trough private 
investigation, and I think a stronger case can be made out, in favor 
of the theory I am about to advance to you, by circumstantial evi- 
dences, and remarkable coincidences, than has suspended many a 

In 1840 a Nabonal Convention of the Old Whig Party met at 

" candidates iof Prudent and 

Ae Whigs were for the nomination of Henry Clay, but threonven- 

n in Its wi^ora, and for expediency concluded to give that ereat 
man Henry Clay, the eo bv. and nnniinof^>rJ tt. • ^ , 
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Iffl fed tot Convention, yon 

convention c^S^ And when to 

dent TnTin T i l of a candidate for Vice Presi- 

dent, was selected, not frn ^ ^ nominated for Presi- 

the r^Tfor ^^ convention;-'nie ticket was made and^t to 

rejection or approval, and and as you well re- 

‘““’r" P“* “-“S'- ^ 

^cbon to a I^ge porbon of the people of the United States, what 

^“Harrison was instaUed into office on the 4th 
Iwch 1841 and lived just one month when he died suddenly 
(and I may say mysteriously) which caused this country and I may 
say the nation to mourn for the loss of that good old man;- 

It was well known that Gen Harrison was a free State man 

stoong feelings against the extension of our nations curse negro 

slavery, and in favour of freedom, and free Teritory, which was die 

cause of the Southern vote of the convention which Tinmmatgd him 
being cast solid against him;— 

After Harrisons death his remains was placed in a sarcophagus 
to be conveyed to North Bend, its final resting place, and a com- 
mittee of Congress was appointed to accompany the funeral cot- 
tage to North Bend. The Chairman of that Committee was the Hon 
Thos* Ewing Senator from Ohio, and when they arrived at the place 
of distinatioD the Sarcophagus was opened and to the surprise of 
all, the head and chest of the corpse was very much swollen, 
and the face and breast was as black as though the blood had been 
drauTi to the skin by bruises;— The matter was talked over by the 
Committee and I am informed it was declared by a Doctor who 
was present, that nothing but Poison would produce that result, and 
suggested an investigation, when Mr Ewing replied, close up the 
Sarcophagus and deposit it in its final resting nlsiopi fnr ca iH 


CUJLSX XJUt JL A IXC LA 0<UU 

if on investigation it should be fotmd that Poison was the cause of 
his death, it would involve the country in a civil war.;— Thus his 
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body was consigned to the grave without investigation, and the 
People left in ignorance as to the real cause of Harrisons Death, 
which, was by Poison beyond a possability of doubt;— 

By Law, that arch Traitor John Tyler assumed the responsibili- 
ties of the oflSce that the people had elected Harrison to fill, and he 


being a southern Pro Slavery man, and a fit and willing tool of tlie 
Slave Ohgharchy, went back to his first love (\iz Loco-focoism ) 
and turned traitor to the party that had elected him, and you know 
well what his history was. Whilst he held the reins of government 
in his hands, and how well and truely he carried out all of the dic- 
tations of the Southern Slave party, and how he betrayed the Whig 
Party that had elected him, and how heartily he was and is dispised 
by the whole country north, up to the present time; He lived out his 
term of office and received the reward of his masters;— 

In 1844 James K Polk of Tennessee a southern Pro-Slavery Loco- 
foco was elected President, and George M Dallas a northern Loco- 
foco with southern views, ( who betrayed his own State, as Judas 
betrayed his Master) was elected vice President;- They being the 
r^ht kind of materials, ready and willing to cany out all of the man- 
dates of their Masters;- They lived out their terms of offices to the 
M and entire satisfaction of the two hundred and fifty thousand 
Slave owners of the South, and they received their rewards - They 
were elected by a palpable fraud, viz. Polk Dallas and the tariff of 
^ Polk is a better tariff man than Henry Clay, The tariff is safer in 
e hands of Polk and Dallas than in the hands of Clay and Free- 
lyi^yson, all of which was a known and willful fraud on the People 
Md our coM Hearted unprincipled Fresident James Buchanan, then 

Tarifi Speacher and promul- 
gating the fraud in almost eveiy County:— 

.1 ^ gootl honest Southerner was 

“ “h-s'avery man of New 
Frerideut:- Gen TayJwas duly in- 

Z But he r bis inaugura- 

be being a true national man, and strictly honest, and^ee 


as 
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ot tnose who had doubted him before. And as you are hett«. ^ 

mJT^s ti'^'h pobtical history than I am, I will only illustrate 
my position by quoting sufficient for that purpose;- He 

north of 36 3? extension of slavery into territory 

nfW and was using the whole force and power 

his Admi^trabon to bring New Mexico into the Union as a 

State;-He also believed that the Missouri compromise was 
^cdy constitutional, and one of the most sacred compromises of 

e slave question, and I am credibly informed that five days be- 
fore his sudden death, he had high and angry words with some of 
^ promment Southern friends, on the subject of extending Slavery 
into New Mexico, and that he said to thim, he was the President of 
the whole United States, and that he had found certain States and 
territories free, and he would never with his consent, agree to force 
or extend that damnable curse into any territory that is now free, 
or north of 36,30, and would use all of his power against it; conse- 
quently he did not suit the Slave Oligharchy, and on the 9th of July, 
one year four months and five days after his inauguration he died 
suddenly, as did Harrison, and with the same apparent disease, 
which caused the Nation to mourn again for the loss of that good 
old Chieftain President;— His death was attributed to his eating a 
cherry pie the day befor his death;— I have no doubt but the pie 
was the cause of his death, but in the pie was poison for I cannot 
believe that an old soldier who had been used to the hardships of 
a camp life for thirty years could be killed by eating a simple cherry 
Pie; if there had been no poison in it, but my opinion is that the 
Borgias were about;— 

By law the New York anti-slavery man Millard Filmore succeeded 
Gen Taylor as President, and it was strange to see what a perfect 
somerset he turned, how soon he became what he chose to term a 
National Man, and how soon he lost all of his long cherished Anti- 
Slavery notions, and how soon he became a pet of the slave Power 
at ^Vashington, and that his former YorJc State notions did not suit 
in a Southern atmosphere, and he had then discovered that he sud- 
denly becam very National in his views; How wilhng he was to ad- 
vocate and sign the fugitive Slave law, as a finality on the nigger 
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question, and then what a favorite he became with the whole South. 
He lived out his term of office^ and received his reward^ and after 
he retired from oflSce, before going home to Buffalo, he made a tour 
through almost the entire South, and you remember how he was 
feasted, toasted, and eulogized, by the Slave owners from Mary- 
land to Lousiana, and cheered on his road throughout the entire 
south, and as soon as he struck free territory, how he made a straight 
line for home, not stopping to receive the congratulations of his free 
State friends;—* There is much more that might be said in relation 
to Mr Filmore, and the Slave propagandists, but I have said enough. 
The original contract between the high contracting Parties, I sup- 
pose has been strictly carried out;— 

In 1852 Franklin Pearce, a week kneed. New Hampshire Loco- 
foco, was elected President, and he being rather of a fainting dispo- 
sition, and of a femanine tendency, and very unsteady in his nerv’es, 
and easily flattered, which made him a fit subject for the Slave 
power to opperate upon, and well he done their biddings, the result 
was the repeal of the missouri compromise (which measure was 
headed by that arch Demagog, Stepen A Douglass), The civil war 

in Kansas with all of the enormities connected therewith; The 

sacriligious outrages of the border ruffians in spreadine broadcast 
over the territory death and devastation;- The vWatio/of the TaJ- 
lot boxes;- The passage of laws that would disgrace the heathen, 
are all evidences of the unholy dictations he received from his mas- 
ters, and in Short he went over to them body, soul, and breeches, 
and he lived out his term of office and done his biddings nobly and 

received his reward;— ° 


In 1856 James Buchanan a cold Hearted, Pennsylvania Locofoco 
was elected President, and shortly after it was kno^\’n that he was 
elected a delegation of Southern Slave Owners with Governor Wise 
ot Virginia at their head made him a visit at Wheatland and after 
the mterview between the President elect, and the sla\ e oligharchy 

'1 uu reported and believed that Mr Buchanan was rather 

s^bbom, and would not work right in the traces, as to the policy 

of ta co,n».g Admmisiradon and the Slave power went home some 
what d^conraged with the coming President, and they were in great 
constematron for a time and the southern papers, many of Lm 
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^ vole for some 

was not nVht on A^r°r/" »f Buchanan, for he 

erabon the eleotois did vote for Buck, and he was elected- 

in Wash- 1”' Buchan engaged rooms at the Natick Hotel 
^ Sf ” “i Published all over the conn- 

Nabonal ine wm near fifteen hundred gnestsi- And over five hun- 
toed ot that number were poisened, and about fifty of them died;- 
what h most strange in the matter, tiiere were but three (I be- 
heve) of the guests who belonged to the south who were afficted, 
an they very slightly;— when it is known that a large majority 
o the guests were southerners;— The first theory started was that 
Poisened Rats had got into the water, but that theory soon e^loded, 
and then an other idea was concocted, viz That the cause was the 
Poisones Gases that came from the Sewers that were connected with 
the Sinks of the Hotel, but that too soon exploded, likewise;— And 
finally a committee of scientific Gentlemen were appointed to give 
the matter a thorough investigation and if possible detem nn what 
was the cause of the dreadful distniction of life and health, and 
after a thorough and careful investigation it was found to be Pulver^ 
ised Ghss mixed with very fine pulverised Sugar but on consultation 
it was determined not to make the real cause public because it 
would be dangerous on accoimt of it being so easy for servants by 
that means to poison the whole co mmuni ty;— Now you see how 
cunningly the whole thing was managed, the Poisoned Rat story 
ans^ve^ed for a time, but was soon abandoned, next the Sewer 
dodge was taken up and answered for a short period, to divert the 
attention of the anxious public, that too had to be abandoned, also* 
And when the real cause was ascertained, it was thought best not 
to make it public on account of the servants;— Thus you will see 
how nicely the slave power manages to keep the public ignorant 
of their black deeds;-- Mr Buchanan was warned of his danger by 
eral letters without signatures but he gave them no notice, and 
‘^le time it occured it was really a fearful thing to think about, 
since the southern policy has been fully developed, the whole 
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thing becomes perfectly clear, and plain, and not mysterious as it 
at one time appeared, we hear southerners swearing vehemently 
almost daily, that if Lincoln is elected he shall never take his seat 
&c, and I do not know how they are to prevent it unless it is by 
making Poisoning Presidents sl part of their Nigger doctrin;— 

Mr Brackenridge, the Vice President being a true soutliem Pro- 
slavery man, would have been a very acceptable swap for Mr 
Buchanan, at that time, he being a man in whom they could have 
full confidence and would be entirely satisfactory to the slave 


power;— Mr Buchanan was however permited to live, but he would 
not be now living, if he had not sold himself to the Slave Oligharchy 
Body and Soul, and gone over to them more thoroughly than any 
of his predecessors; — The Borgias of Washington were after him, 
as they will be after every President, who does not consent to the 
Pto-Slavery side of the question as soon (or before) he gets into 
office. And I am satisfied that the lives of our Presidents depends 
on their views and opinions of a certain domestic institution which 
our beloved country unfortunately is cursed with viz Negro Slavery;— 
Now I will ask you in all sincerity can these things be accidental;— 
Do not the coincidences and facts combined show strong indications 
of foul play and are not the coincidences very remarkable;- Pro- 
Slavery Presidents live out their terms of offices and those having 
^erent views are doomed to short existances in office, and thef 
deaths are sudden and mysterious;- Sir our beloved country is 
under a more despotic rule than almost any other country known, 
and that too under the name of Democracy without a single trace or 
land mark of true democracy being left, for such old Federalists as 
ten cent Jimy to swear by;- And the Borgias of Washington are 

M be deemed expedient to get a President or high^official out of 
the way of the Slave Despots;- 

I being stongly unpressed ^th the belief that Free State Presi- 

to pota B h of the attempt 

He havmg once been head waiter for me. was very friencUy, a^d 
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much atta^ed to me;- I said to him John, how is it about thp af 
higher - ^ held 

^ ^ ‘* ““ ““* •’“toned 

Z ^ *"■“ “'■“ to 4e hon» as l„„g 

if 1> t°u" ^ ^ **“ Poison arising from the Sacerr for 

T T 1 .^ ^ afflicted all alike;^ Well said 

1 Jo^ what do you think then was the cause of the Poison being 

m the House, after some little delay in ans^vering, he said to be 
' j with you, my opinion is that it was in some very fine pul- 
verised Sugar that the Steward of the Hotel bought a few days be- 
fore Mr Buchanan arrived, for said he we had no occasion for that 
Sugar, we had a large quantity of all kinds of sugar in the store 
when that was bought;- plenty of crushed, sand, St Domingo, and 
brown Sugars, plenty of all kinds necessary for a Hotel, and the 
Steward had no occasion whatever to buy the 4 or 5 barrels of that 
very fine pulverised sugar, said he I never saw such fine pulverised 
sugar before; — I then said to h i m John if the Poison was in that 
Sugar how did it happen that so many of the Northern people were 
Poisoned, and only about three of the Southerners when you know 
that a large majority of the guests were from the South;— Och, you 
an old Hotel keeper, and dont see how that could happen, why you 
know that for Tea nearly every person from the Nortii drinks tea, 
and those from the South Coffee, and we all had our orders, that 
when any person called for tea to hand them that fine pulverised 
Sugar, and when they called for Coffee to hand the crushed or St 
Domingo Sugar, and said he that is the way that happened, and he 
then remarked you did not hear of any of the family, or the servents 
being poisened;— I then said who was the Steaward, well said he 

his name is and he is an Irishman;— I then asked if he was a 

roman Catholic, he said yes sir the same as I am, and I will teU you 
no he about it;— I then asked him what had become of the Steward 
he said he could not tell where he went, he left Washington, and I 
cannot tell where he went to;— I then asked him, do you suppose 
he was paid for his services in that black deed; — well said he my 
opinion is that any person who is base enough to do the deed, that 
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he would be rascal enough to not do it without being well paid foi 
such wickedness, said he I am shure of that;— 

This was before the Committee of Scientific Gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to investigate and determin the real cause; and after the 
cause was ascertained, it proved to be in this fine pulverised Sugar, 
Just as John had told me he believed it was, and the Poison was 
fine pulverised Glass mixed with fine Pulverised Sugar;— .And there 
is no doubt but the compound of Sugar and glass was specially 
prepared by some one for the occasion, and placed in a position 
where the Steward was directed to go and get it, and if it could be 
traced out you would find that the whole thing was done by the 
directions of the Slave power, thinking to get old Buck out of the 

way, and to make room for Breckenridge their friend to take his 
place;— 


Now Sir dont you think the proofs are strong, and the remarkable 
coincidences are unexplainable;- And it certainly behooves you 
to be cautious and pay heed to the warnings before you. And I will 
suggest (to you) that when you go to AVashington City prepara- 
tory to your inauguration, that instead of going to a Hotel, that ^•ou 
selert some kind friends house in Washington where you know you 
will be s^e imtill after you are inaugurated, and on taking posses- 
sion of the White House, that you make a clean Sweep of every 
living creature from that establishment, and that you bring your 
cooks with you horn your home, those whom you know to be honest 
and faithM, ^d c^not be bribed or bought, for as certain as 
^ur nanie is Abi^am Lincoln, unless you are cautious, your Reizn 
e sho^ and you and Mr Hamlin will both be put out of the 
way to make room for a creature of the Senate who will do the 

S 8“ «> the Slave Power body 'and 

" -fchM, as 

wm^^f ** of the great reform parly, and we who are 

mtoaTref: a”*" 'n ^ ‘ho- 

pdndpH and give os a good old £enj; 

to Amencan mdustrv a^ri xr r--,_ . ... _ protection 
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yo® A*ninislra«oii. togeflier with all oflwr lefonns laid 

last wing Presidents but we want you to live;- Theiefaie vonr sad- 
j^tiouB caution and vigilance;- In the selection of you secvents 
carefnl not to have any Roman CafhoKcs or Papists about yon, 
have none but American bom, bladt, and white, and have 
^t Ftotestants about you, and then I will feel as though yon wffl 
be compaiativeiy safe;— We of Penna. desiie to see you live out 
your tenn of office, and to see the Princ^les on vdiich you will be 
dected faithfuny carried out; and to see a quietus put to Ibis vesa- 
tious and interminable Nigger agttoHan^ and tbe Slave ftytenrfmi 
question forever Settled, and the country once more in Peace; Kos- 
penty and quietness; — And we desire furdier to see yon faifhlhlly 
cany out all of the compromises of our (Mag-na char-fa) the Gem- 
stitutioii, to so administer the afi^s of Government that justice 
will be done to all, and by so doing our Southern Brethren, wxD 
leam by you that justice can be done to all. North, South, East 
West; even if their President is as they in their perfidy diDOse to 
call him, a d— d Black Republican, / r 

Very Respectfulty Tours - 

OUoer H. F. Father 

Late Proprietor of die Franklin House d this Gito 


[The fbHowing note attached after page I in vbb 
another hana and csertainly on diflferent stationer 


writte n 


Mr y .inf>nln^ Will please read the accompanying docmneol; tohidk 
fhot on GpplicoHott for office^ but is on the Subject of die preserva- 
tion of his 1^ and healdi, and future welfare; Although you may 
have had warnings of the same nature, the writer thtoks perhaps 
there certain facts therein contained that cannot be otherwise ob- 
tained. 
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New Lebanon Oct 2/60 

Abraham Lincoln, Esqr 
Sir, 

With a litde assistance jfrom you, I can secure a number of votes 
to help you in geting a Home in the White House for the next 4 
years We are all wide awake or the most of us, in helping the Glori- 
ous Cause of malceing a home for you in that Little ^\'hite House, 
and that Dear Little Mrs Abraham Lincoln the Mistress of the 
Same Little House. Now if you will send me Something, I can help 

you to Something also. I think if I had $50. or $100. or 200. I can 
use that for you on the 4 of next month. 

Yours Truly 
/. H. Weed 


[The following on back of folder] 


Please direct 
J. H. Weed 
New Lebanon 


Columbia County 

NY 


Dear sir 


Mr Lincoln 


tz T T “V 

Springfield aad see if I W « 

bo. for aed he fias left couers, J “ « -P ge,fe 
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^ or Irt j ^ infonnation you 

^ OT get the box forward to me to Tennessee station Mcdonou^ 

T \ request or odt^wise 

1 shall not be backward 

Truly Yours 
C Sootdg^ 


When Pennsylvania and Indiana went Republican in October 1860, die 
success of Mr, Lincoln’s candidacy seemed assured. 


OFFICE OF IHE CIRCUIT CLERK AND RECORDER 

OF 

DEwrrr county, Illinois 

CUnton, Itts Oct lOlh 1860 

Hon A Lincoln 
Dear Sir, 

It has become my melanchoUy duty to inform you that Judge 
Davis is in a d— 1 of a fix; he was seized with a about noon 

today, which has greatly endangered the roots of the hair of all the 
members of this Bar; his unfortunate condition was produced by 
Telegraphic Despatches received from Penn. & Ind; When he 
first received the election news he was trying an impOTtant criminal 
case, which terminated in his Kicking over the Clerk^s desk, turned 
a double somersault and adjourned court until after the presidential 
election— and in his delirium he actually talks of Lincoln s Election 
as being a fixed fact— and says he knows that Douglas is sorry he 
didn’t die when he was little— For several weeks the Judge has 
been very much engrossed and would often mention, in his reveries 
the names of Weed, Cameron, Connor, Judd, H Winter Davi^ and 
occasionally with much spirit would mention the name of one Damn 
Duncan of Louisville (a Bell man from what I could judge) hoping 
he had lost his $10,000.00 on Indiana-he looks care worn, and 
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forcibly reminds us of “Old hundred'’ and at times looks like an 
Old Umbrella stuck in the mud— He talks of going to Decatur to 
hear Tom Corwin on Saturday next and from there to Springfield 

after that to spend die Sabath— should he come to your place you 
will confer a favor on hifc nilVn^^rOIIC 1^\7 Iru^lrtnrv rk 



I write in haste— Hoping you & family are very well— and that you 
may be the next President 


I am 

Your friend 
Ward H Lamon 


CreAt for Mr. Lincxiln’s beard has previously been 
rl, &aoe Bedell, who, on October 15. I860, i 


that die “True Republicans** of New York 
gestion. 


following letter it becomes apparent 
had already made the sug- 


1860 


To the 
Hon, Abm, Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

Republicans to intimate to you, 

padded j™ »„dd cklB^te „Idd»„ 

sh^^lll A “our candidate- 

US to trespass upon your valued time. 

Your most 

sincere & earnest 

well wishers 

True Republicans 
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P.S. We really fear votes will be In^ 
tie hints” are attended to. 


to “the cause* iml<»s s our "gen- 


T.R. 

Address in reply, box 1444 New York City 

C. D. L. 


October the 13d 1800 
Mr Lincoln Sir i rite to you to tell you to be on your gaid du 

not eeat every Thing you have orded to be brou^t be Caiful not 

to be Posined by tiiose rufings Mr Lincoln Sir i hope tiiat tiie Loid 

Will Spair Your Life to mak the the Country in A beter 

sir i like the Republican Movent and i hope sir we shall put evertiimg 

Rite may the lord keep you from the Snars That lies befor you der 

sir the day this not Fair disent sir Whe hope that your life Will Be 

Long and plesent the four years and We Will put you theor a gam 

so no more At Present From Your Frind 

Joseph Lee Salem Mass 


PhUadetphtOy Oct IS, 1880 

Dear Sir— 

The contest is altogether over in Penna-uttoty abandoned by tiie 
Democracy. They have Indeed out the Bell msi, and mean to die 
decentiy. The Douglas straight ticket has now no force, and will not 
be pushed with any energy. Many of tiiat Camp will not vote at aD 
-others will vote for you, and some will vote for the Dou^ elec- 
tors on tiie Reading ticket and scratdr tiie balance. Our own men 
will, notwitiistanding, vote, and poll more than they did for Curtin. 
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You need not be surprised at a full 100,000 majority here over tb< 
Reading ticket. 1 trust Trumbull will be saved. 


Hon A Lincoln 


Yours tr 
A K McClure 


Quincu 






1860 


Hon A. Lincoln 
Sir 

Ple^ accept die accon^tanying fish-a Mississippi River Salmon 
-the feest one caught at this place this season-with the sincere 
oraiipJinOTte of Ae nn^gaed. He confidently believes that Ae 


Respectfully 
Samuel Artua 


MrlAncdn lowrence Kansas 

"*“ •“ *^ **• »« l-e «»» »« Rri- 

aent— j. want to warn von of mo a. « *tci 

Careful What vou Paf- m ® that you be Exceeding 

Enemys as was President Hanis^^^ftL^r 

like to vie for^^i 

A S Bassett 
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Mr Presideni 


* 

Ches^ Del Co. Pa. Ocf IZifc i0SO 


sr to do all 1 can to put you on your gaid. When you 
Dix. line keep you eyes OPEN and kxdc out your 
f win poison you or do something to your life, 
ied to serve Old Buc. Look^ Sharp 


To Mr Abraham T.inmln 


Tmty Yours 
F. IL Shoenudsgr 


Washin^on D. C. Oc^ i8A 1860 

Dear Sir. 

On your arrival in this city to make arrangements for caiiyn^aat 
the win of the people— whi^ is to be caressed during tibe visaing 
month— you wiU find our Hotds excessivety crowded and every w^ 
disagreeable places of sojourn for yourself and famity. Allow 
therefore to suggest the propriety of your coming direc^ to my 
house on your arrival in Washington, and msddng it your how imtil 
the White House shaE be made ready for your zeo^tkm* I can as- 
sure you that yourself and the members of your famity who may 
accompany you, wffl receive a most cordial welcome firam Mrs Bob- 
bins and myself, and that ev^ything wffl be^done on our part to 
make your sojourn with us pleasant and agreeable. 

We occupy a house on C street a few doors east of the mansion of 
the late C!ol- Benton— the house that was occupied either by Mr 
or Mr Winthrop, when you were in Congress. 

I am one of the oldest republicans of this cfty,— was one of Ae 
late Dr Bader’s earliest friends here,— have never asked farnoar held 
a gpvemment office,— l^ve never prosecuted a clai i n before CJob'- 
g^esSy and have rardy visited the CapitoL But^^ I haoe dihgenity 
prosecuted the business of my profession, and with some succ^— 


wffl perdeve by the 




aigtouent 


Nte Robbins nor mysdif are votaries of fadnon, and had 


S94 









OCTOBER 1860 


we been so, our politics would have been a bar to our enfary into the 
circle of our Self-styled West End aristcKiracy. We live comfortably 
and we trust sensibly, in view of our responsibilities here and here- 
after. We have never played the courtier to persons in power, and 
we are not surrounded by needy expectants of office. 

In addition to chamber accommodations, we can give you the 
exclusive use of a large room for your conferences with gentlemen 
friends, whilst our parlors will be at the service of Mrs Lincoln for 
the reception of her friends; and Mrs Robbins’ treatment of Mrs L. 
will I am certain convince her that Washington is not the utterly 
heartless place that it is generally supposed to be. 

I sincerely hope that the above invitation will be accepted with- 
out hessitation by yourself and Mrs Lincoln— whatever may be result 
of the election — 

That a land IVovidence may guard you both against sickness and 
casualties and in good time safely locate you in the People s Palace 
is the sinoere wish of Your friend ^ 


Hon, Abraham Lincoln 
Springfield Illinois 


Z. C. Robhins 


Bofh ^ elechon Mr. Lincoln received military 

George W. Ha^ 

Hunti ^®s>‘fent-elect on his journey to ^ 


private and 

CONPIDENTIAI. 


Dear 



^^^^veruwrth, Kansas 
Oct, 20th 1860 


, * peace, union and conservatism* mucf- 

apology for addressing you. servansm, must be my 
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recent to the east, I met a kdy erf hi^ character yAo 

had been spending part of the summer among her^ds and rela. 
bves m Vir^. She informed me that a number of young men in 
Virginia had bound themselves, by oaths the most solemn, to cause 
your assassination, should you be elected. Now Sir, you may laugh 
at Uiis story, and really it does appear too absurd to repeat, but I 
eg you to recoBect, that on “the institutiotit’ diese good people ate 
most certainly demented; and being crazy, they should be taken 
c^e of, to prevent their doing harm to diemselves or others. Judi- 
cious, prompt and energetic action on the part of your Secretary of 

War, wiU no doubt secure your own safety, and the peace of die 
country, 

I have the honor to be 

Very Sincerely, 

Your mo. ob. 

David Httnter, 

U. S. Army. 

Hon. A. Lincoln 
Springfield, IB. 

P.S. I had the pleasure of meeting you in early days at Chicago, 
and again at the great Whig Convention at Springfi eld in 1840. 


dneinnati Sunday 21st October 18S0 


Dear Sir 


The HonI W. L. Yancey made a very egotistical and insulting 
speech in the Opera house last night to a large audimee. I endose 
a sketch of it taken from the Press, a Breckenridge paper, whidi 


considering the source is a very fair artide. Mr Y. referred in bitter 
terms to the block repubheans and made frequent contemptuous 
aBusions to Senator Sewards late speeches in die N.W. but Ire did 
not once mention your name or that of any other presidential candi- 
date. After trying to impress upon die buckeyes die pecuniary ad- 
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vantages of humoring the south, he proclaimed in a tragic air, that 
he would resist by force “the aggressions of the north” if they were 
longer continued. The questions submitted to and answered by 
Mr. Douglass at Norfolk were handed to the chairman (the city 
postmaster) but that official retained them in his possession and 
Mr. Y. did not indicate whether your election would be another 
“aggression”. When he announced that if quiet wthdrawal from 
the union constituted treason he was a traitor he was overpowered 
by a shower of hisses which could not be stifled by the long con- 
tinued cheers of the post office, custom house and federal courts 
officials who were ranged in the front of the parquette. 

The late letter of Amos Kendall to the Constitution seems to have 
silenced its guns and may cause Mr. Buchanan to indicate his views 
as to “peaceful secession” I have watched the War Department very 
closely for the last six months and I have little doubt that Secretary 
Royd is playing into the hands of the secessionists. Not only have 
the southern md Pacific states been all supplied with their full quota 
of the new rifled (Minie) muskets but the southern arsenals have 

een piled up with them, drawn from the armory at Spruurfield 
Mass* as fast as they could be fabricated. ^ 

Two southern arsenals, Augusta Georgia and Baton Rouge La 
W each a guard of fifty men while at each point the arms am- 
unr on an ordnance stores are sufficient to equip twelve thou- 

Fayetteville N.C. Mount Vernon (near 

Depository at AlLn- 

bva ^ unprotected and can each be captured 

^™ory at Harpers Ferry was guarded 

Sl^utT ^ ^ short ^riod after his 

death, but it is now totally unprotected. 

iJS S.C. ooMists of two com- 

Le, bi ‘S. rL“7e“of 

(o. 
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patriotic commander but I hear he is to be suner- 
seded by a favorite of Jefferson Da^is. o oe super 

So long has southern influence and southern patronage controlled 
our army that I Imow only one officer of any rank in it who is not 
an avowed admirer of the peculiar institution. 

T^e exception is Col. Sumner, a cousin of the Senator. Even die 
juniors who do not boldly stand up for slavery affect to deprecate 
any reference to the subject. The command of the army and of the 
^tary geographical departments of Texas Utah and New Mexico 
is conferred on Virginians. Every Military Bureau is presided over 
by a Virginian or the husband of a Virginia wife. The Colonels of 
four of our five moimted regiments are southerners; The Adjutant 
General is brother in law of Senator Mason of Virginia; the Act’g 
Com. Genl. the Surgeon General, the Judge Advocate General and 
his assistant, and the Qr. Mr. General all Virginians. The grossest 
favoritism has been practised to secure diis result Gen. Totten of 
the Engineers has been reheved from duty in his bureau to make 
a place for his junior CoL De Russy whose wife is a native of Nor- 
folk. The Governor, Lieut Governor and Treasurer of the Military 
Asylum ( Soldiers Home ) are all Virginians; so are die Commander 


^ ^ Mo.— the Discipli- 

narian of recruits at Governors Island N.Y. and the Commander at 
Carlisle Barracks Pa. This last officer earned his reward by escorting 
John Candlebox Calhoun from Weston Mo to Lecompton & back in 
January 58 when the returns of the election for state officers under 
the Lecompton Constitutibn were to be announced. Gen. Harney 
who ser\' ed the administration so faithfully in Kansas has just been 
recalled from Oregon and is waiting in Washing to join the south- 
movement, I believe. Gen Johnston the pet & protege of Jeff. 
Da\’is is also on leave — so is Lt. Col. Hardie of the 1st Cavalry (a 
pet of Toombs); the gallant Col. Magruder of Va who wanted die 
Prince of Wales to go to shoot buffalo; and Maj. Beauregarde of 
Louisiana who will be the Vauban of the southern army. All these 
officers are in intimate relations with secession senators and th^ 

are all at Washington. 

I would respectfuUy commend to your notice that paragraph re- 
I «... «-u.o. on/t now fn tlip late disunion article of die 


em 
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Charle ston Mercuiy. An effort will be made to induce our five 
cavaby regunents to declare for southern institutioDs; but if CoL 

PftMUck r emains at Old Point Gov Wise will not surprise and capture 
that fortification. 


The officers named at the bottom 
this page wiD gp all lengths so I bell 
E. Johnston. 


This letter is written widioiit consultation widi any living soul. I 

smd it to you because I think you ought to possess the knowledge 
I have atten^ted to convey 


Very Respectfully 

Geo, W, Hazzard 


- Captain U. S. Army 

Abraham Uncoln 

Springfield Illin ois 


Abraham Uncol E>q 

A ^ ^ ^ baes About 

Ah^aimwdote tfa^ hapened m our town A young man in our 

Dmi^thc me^g heald In this place on friday evening Oc 19 

Speaker was taking his Stand Aat had 

^ ttooe hundred pqde there An in less Aan twentv Minn.#, .k. 

St.g» n*, hrf 250 o( ttM. « ii, ^ 

Dnnl»i»». ^ on al Sides and When he was 

AnewhatwethooghttfluswaswoHli.*™- P'®*®***^ *o *n™ for 

I-H7 . 0e .rf PKKI w 
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he ownes a little Stage rout here and he has 
you will Be the next presadent 


Bet It against $100 tliaf 


Yours Res 

Just Direct to J T Van Camp 
Bath Northhamton Co 
Pa 


Charles G Seagntoes 


^ , , Irvin^on Oct SOtii 1860 

Dear brother Lincoln. 

I suppose you will be very much surprised to hear that you have 
two sisters, who live many miles away &om you in New Jersey, 
and though w'e are unknown to you, still your name is very femiliar 
to us, and is often mentioned in our conversation with Aarb other. 
We have read the life of your childhood with interest, and have 
followed you in imagination from your earliest days up to the Hmp 
when in crowded halls you boldly declared your sentiments in re- 
gard to the slave system, and your opinions coinsided so well with 
our own, that we determined to adopt you as our brother, and Anil 
ourselves by your name. 

My friend and I live two miles apart, still we meet very often, 
and then what a time we have calling each odier by our new namp, 
and advocating our brother s cause. 

We are very anxious for your success, and we feel that tibete is 
no one so capable of standing at tibe head of our Union as ^urself. 
We are confident of one day seeing you President of die United 
States, and when you are established in the White House, I think 
Minnie and I shall have to beg our fathers to take us to Washing- 
ton, to be introduced to the President; for in this country we young 
folks are all princes and princesses, and have a right to be presented 

at court. 

If you can find a little time to spare from your political pursuits, 
nothing would delight us more, than to receive a few lines from you. 

Please direct to Libbie S. Bailey, Irvington, Essex Co., N.J. 

Your sister 

Libbie Lincoln 
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Peoria lUs 
Noo 2d, /60 

Hon. Abraham lAncoHn 

Dr Sir ^ . 

I have this day sent you by express a barrel of flour manufactured 
m the procession at the dedication of the Wigwam in ♦•hig city on 
die 31st Augt last Mr W. Feterfisb made and presents the barrel 
& Messrs George Field & Co the flour which you will please accept 
as a small token of respect for your able support of the Tariff 

Yours respectfulfy 

John Comstock 
Pres. Rep, Club 


Linooh vm iilvited to receive die election returns in die Spiine- 
field tde^rajdi office. ® 


MISSISSBPPI XELEGBAPH 


Office Springfieid Noo 5 1860 

To Hon A Lincoln 
Dr Sir 

If ronvenient for you, we would be happy to have you and any 
blends you n^y wish to brin^ spend tomorrow night widi us, where 
you can receive the good news without delay. Not wishing to have 
a noisy crowd inside, the doors will be closed at 9odock p m 

Respfly 

C. F. Mclntire 

Manager 
Springfield Office 


CONFIPEHTIAi:. 

Hm Ahdxm UmOn Vt Wo, S. MW 


^ win you allow me a humble citizen 
believe Harrison was noisen#>d nnH 


you go 
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White House do clear out aR those servants & have good Northern 
Servants who will be true & cant be bribed I ask no favors but thu 
you iviH take care of yourself and not let them poison you 

Yours truly 
Zenos Wood 

Nov 10 Now your Election is sure & I renew the caution & wish & 
pray that your life may be prolonged 

Z W 


My dear Sir 

Among the thousands of congratulations that will pour in upon 
you from all parts of our country, you will, I hope, set some value 
on that of a literary man and not a party-politician; but your firm, 
fast and constant friend during the contest, which has now so hap- 
pily terminated. 

Most faithfully Yours 

Fork Benjamin 
24 West 17th St 
New York. Nov. 7, 1860. 


Columbus^ November 7, I860. 

My dear Sir, 

You are President elect I congratulate you and thank God. 

The great object of my wishes & labors for nineteen years is ac- 
complished in the overthrow of the Slave Power. The space is now 
clear for the establishment of the policy of Freedom on safe & firm 
ground. The lead is yours. The responsibility is vast. 

Mav God strengthen you for your great duties. 

^ Very truly, 

S. P. Chase 

Hon. A. Lincoln. 
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'Sew York. Nov. 6. 12. P.M 

Honorable Abraham Lincoln, 

God has honored you this day, in the sight of all the people. 
Will you honor Him at the White House, 

One of those who are glad today. 


Indiana Asbury University 

„ ^ , Greencastle, Ind., Nov the 7 1860 

non. Abraham 

Lincoln 
Dear Sir 

As ^ IS die first time that we have had the honor of addressing 
you, that M we are school boys, but had the honor of voting for you 

congradate you in your happy success, now for 
Shi^ ^ Democratic platform into 

please answer 

Abes boys 


H-UNOIS & MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


FBOM ALBANY 7th i860 
To Hon A Lincoln 

All safe in this state 


Nov 7th 1860 


555 & 140 ooL 


T.Weed 
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nxXNOIS & MISSISSEPPI TELEGRAPH CX>MPANT 


To Abraham Lincoln 


Noo 8ih [18001 
From Pensacola Fla 


You were last night hung in effigy in this ci^ 


1055 FD 


A Citizen 


Sprin^ield, lUs. Noo. 9. 1860 
For Lieut. Gen. Scott, with the respects of 
A Lincoln— 

Mr Lincoln tenders his sincere thanks to Gen. Scott, for the copy 
of his “views &c”, which is received; and especially for this renewed 
manifestation of his patriotic purposes as a citizen, connected, as it 
is, with his high official position, and most distinguished character, 
as a Military Captain— 

A.L. 


New York 
Noo 9 1860 

Honl Abraham Lincoln 
Springfield 

lU 

Dear Sir 

As a lover of our common Country I venture to suggest to you 
that it becomes your duty in the present grave Crisis of the Nations 
History to repair at once in person to Charleston S C and ot^ 

southern cities and by direct intercourse wth the people 
medium of public addresses make known to them your determi- 
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nation to a dmini ster the Government, not only according to the 
letter, but in the spirit of the Constitution. 

It is foUy to blind our Eyes to facts in connection with the present 

agitation & excitement of the public mind, consequent on vour elec- 
tion to the Presidential Chair- 

No reasonable man can fail to perceive in this condition of thmgs 

the immineDt peril which threatens our existence as an United 

Nation of Soverign States— To my mind a visit, at once to be maitg 

by yourself through the Southern Section of our Coimtiy, would 

accord not less with the promptings of fearless patriotism, than an 
nonourable self respect— 

It is proper for me to say that I have been no advocate of your 
section to the high oflBce to whidi you have been called— I earaestlv 
& honestly laboured for your defeat-this however is past- I trait 
that It IS not out of place now to appeal to your patriotism, and in- 
y<^e you to nse superior to all party considerations, and throw the 
m^e^ of your present position in favour of Ae Nations hipest 

I am Dear 



77 Front Street 
New York City 


Very Respy 

Yr Obt Svt 

Wm, H. Price 




Chicagi 


Abraham lAncoln. 
Dr. Sir 


10 / 1860 -^ 


This will be handed to you bv Geo P A tx i t? » 

Artist whom Congress hJ anineni 

dential nortmit, to paint a series of Resi- 


^omis re grace the White 

Virginian. I am h«ir% glad you ai 


occupy. 
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From &e accompanying circular you will observe fljat I have 

pmc ased Mr Healy s private gallery, embracing the portraits of all 

toe fteadents, & of many other eminent American Statesmen.- As 

Mr Healy is now en route to the South, I have commissioned him 

to stop at Springfield, & solicit of you toe kindness to give him two 

or three sittings, that he may add to my National Gallery, the oor- 
trait of toe President Elect- 

Commending Mr Healy to your land consideration I am. Dr. Sir, 

Yours with great respect 

Thos. R. Bryan 


Will Mr. Lincoln please attend to this letter personally 

Haverhill— Mass— N 00 10th.— 1860. 

Hon. A Lincoln— 

Sir— I have been much impressed to write you a few lines 
which concern your personal safety. I have seen toree seme years 
& have noticed something of the world. I suppose 1 shall not be toe 
only one who will remind you of your danger. You have been chosen 
President of these United States— so was Harrismi— so was Taylor— 
but w'here are they? No doubt they were put out of the way— sacri- 
fices to Slaver}'— And what became of Rantoul a native of my own 
native town— loverly— Mass— who bade fair to become president of 
these U.S.— taken away so suddenly toat his wife even could not be 

with him. 

How was it wito the wholesale poisining of the Anti-Slavery men 
at the National Hotel at Washington-where not one of toe pro- 
prietors or servants were affected-Be continually on your guard. 
“A w'ord to the wise is sufficient— 

Respectfully Yrs— 

AW.H. 
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Hilisboro, III. Nov, 10th, 1860 

Mr Lincoln, 

Dear Sir, 

I am so overjoyed to hearyou are elected for the Presidency, thai 
I can not express my delight any other way, than by writing to you. 
I have been looking forward impatiently ever since your notation, 
to the sixth of November, in hopes you would be elected. Thouc^h l' 
am a little girl, I can realize the curse of slavery, and want slaves 
to be kept from the territories, and I believe you are the only candi- 
date that will do it. When I read about those noble men that formed 
the con^tution, I want it carried out, and we all know, they were 
opposed to slavery. I hope too, the South will soon learn, that they 

^ u r?®™ “an to be President, and that the states and 
people will be happy under your government. 

Most respectfuDy, 

Yours, 

Helen T. Haskell 


Hon A Lincoln 12-1S60. 

until the^ en^cTy^ fteridfn^V™ ^ 

you shoul^e kflle£! owe i^rvo-^^t^Ti?^ 

If ly yo“ Country to use great caution at “T 

circumstances-We mi.rf caunon at all tunes and under all 

y<»r We..* L°“ 

you ^ ® good IS my excuse for troubling 

Very truly yours 

Joseph I. Irwin 
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ftesimably the following letter was written by the son of the governor 
^ presumably also it was addressed to a person 

V^cksall. There were a number of Quicksalk in Philadelphia in 1860, 
among them a teamster, two calico printers, a “dealer ” a hotel pro^ 

prietor, a restaurant keeper, an umbrella and parasol stick maker, a in- 
ductor, and a trader. 


Richmond Nov. 12th 1860. 

My dear friendy 

This is my first opportunity, & this is but a poor one, for redeem- 
ing my promise to give you tiie result of my inquiries and observa- 
tions among southern men as to the purposes of their section in the 
present crisis. You showed yourself a wiser man than the rest of us 
in West Philadelphia when you expressed the opinion that some 
diJBBculty would insue from Lincoln’s election. The secession of the 
cotton states is now a fixed fact. If our Phila. papers have not al- 
ready convinced you of this, you must doubt it no longer when I 
assure you that the tmanimity and resolution of their people are 
imquestionable and imchangeable with regard to measures of dis- 
union. The earnestness— the bitterness of sorrow, with which I con- 
template such an event cannot blind me to the certainty of its 
occurrence. But now as to the effect of such action, I express no 
mere individual opinion, but gather my views from those of the 
most judicious and the most experienced when I say that Virgima 
will remain in the present confederacy, and that she will remain 
because no effort will be made to coerce the return of her sister slave 
states. The secession movement will be consummated under 
Buchanan-recognized by him as legitimately establishing die in- 
dependence of the seceding members. Thus the question cannot arise 
under Lincoln’s administration. He cannot find any just cause of war 
unless in the case of a repudiation on the part of southern debtors 
towards their northern creditors; and this, improbable with honest 
men under any circumstances, will be impossible under the 
The too ob\ious policy of maintaining peace will compel a taimtui 
recognition of aU pecuniary obligations. Thus the matter appears 
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to those in whom I have most confidence. The cotton states, yet 
none but die cotton states, and perhaps not all of those, will go out. 
There wdl be no war, and nearly as may be in such a time, there will 
be no ^eat finanrial disaster. 

The wedding came off at the appointed time. I was not unreason- 
abty embarrassed, but have been most intolerably fatigued & 
en^ossed 1^ the succeeding entertainments. Remember me most 
affectionate^ to my friends. I shall write to some of them soon, and 
dial! greet them all a litde kter— that is at the fixed date. Mr. Clarke 
& Mr. Dmmt Mr. Bacon and Mr. Brown I carmot help TnftnHnnin g 

by name, but not more especially than I do Mrs. Quidaall and your 
litde girL 

With great eagerness to get bade, 

I am more truly than ever 

your attadied friend 

Henry A. Wise Jr. 

Excuse my stationery &c. 

I am writing in a public 
office & with noting at my 
omninand but a steel pen. 

H. A. W. Jr. 

[On back of folder:] 

Richinondt Nov. 12/60 


Henry A. Wi% Jr to 

of West-Phiiadd- 

phk, stating that the secession 

of Va is an 

isct&a 


Hon Wm H. Seward 
MyDearSk 

tmg ^ Awibdess be surpri^ to hear that Gen. Hubbard 
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w h*^4VLv. f: 1 — w to 

caU^d & ^e aU on fire-enlisting minute men as they are 

a southern oouM^t L ^1™!“™ "“f * 

Tu^n iT, ti, '^“^racy IS the almost unammous cty-I am told by 

W 1, • ,T+ ^ ighest stations & by one who has lately returned from 

as^gton that Mr Buchanan has pledged himself that if any 

southern state %vished to seceed He would not oppose but would aid 

toem This IS understood to be the fact by all the Cotton States hence 
their great hast to plunge into secession immediately- 

If this turns out to be so, pray tell me my Dear Sir what will be 

done-I own property here & can not dispose of it nor get away- 

Pennit me Sir to call to your mind die case in 1832 when South 

Carolina thretned to seceed more than 150000 men volunteered in 

the Northern States & tendered their services to die President-to be 

ready at a minutes warning & it was probably tins in a great measure 
that cooled them down— 

Now if three or four Hundred thousand men were to volunteer by 
whole Regiments, armed & equiped & proffer their servises to the 
President to be ready at His call to put down any Insurection in the 
Southern States, be assured it wotJd do more to cool down these fire 
eaters than all the arguments in the world 

This is an important town it is called the Athens of Ala it has a 
College & two large Female Seminarj^s & therefore many of the first 
men in the south come here, the Goat, also lives here, & I come in 
contact AATth them— They aU agree in this, that the North has become 
so abolidonised that the South can not remain any longer in the 
Union with them & If Mr Breckinridge or Joe Lane had been elected 
President they would still be for secession it is that increaseing & 
controlling Northern Maiority that they fear & nothing else— “TTiis 
is the Truth” 

They sweare that Mr Lincoln shall never be Enaugerated— as sure 
as He comes to Washington He will be shot, let the concequencies 
be what they may— 

Please \ATite me by an early mail but do put on a posUigc stdtnp 
for if I were to re a letter Franked by W. H Sevrard I should be hung 
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before o^ht If it was Imown Riat I had written this letter I could 
not stay here a day~I shall enelo^ this in a letter to the Hon W. M. 
Dunn, M. C. from Indiana— This my Dear Sir is no Land of Liberty 
& May God in his mercy deliver ns from it 

r With Great Respects 

I Remain Yours &c 

A Hubbard 


N. Y. Times Office 

„ if- T. Noo. 14, im. 

Dear Sk:— 

I propose to intnide for five minutes on your valuable time: 

1st To congratulate ycni and die country on the result of die 
Elecdmi. ujc 

^ wkelher possible good might oot resoft bom . 

^ emhoi^ flm poaa of the eaclosed.-^o be 

tnaoia by you. 

The mam t^g, you will note, is to have you say that the South 

Oe BepMcm p«^. mid that afeimhW Ad. 
nwisfrutwn can alone correct the error. 1 believe this is afl anv 

^^mms can at hmrfs, and that it is on the emeigem^ 

^ of flie suggestion I beg you to believe 

^ deference to tout mdfflnpnt 


am, 


Hon A» lanooh 


respect 

Your ob’t ServT 
H. J, Raomond 
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Memorandum of a Private Note from 

Hon. A Lincoln. 

I apee with you perfectly in thinking that any 

intention hom me at present would be premature, uncalled few, and 

quite as likely to increase as to allay the existing excitement (i the 
public mind. 

The cause of that excitement is evidently an entire misapprehen- 
sion, on the part of the Southern people, of the sentiments and 

Repubhean party. That cause can only be removed 
by actual experience of a Republican Administration. 

My views upon every prominent political issue are hdore the 
country & accessible to every one who desires to know them in my 
published speeches. What I said then I believe now:— and no new 
declaration could give it additional weight. 

I have too much faith in the good sense & patriotism of the people 
of the South to apprehend any riolent disruption on their part fr^ 
the mere fear of future aggressions,— while I have too much faith in 
their honor to expect them to submit to such aggression when 
actually committed. I think with you that they will take counsel of 
their judgments, instead of their fears. 

[This draft, written by Mr. H. J. Raymond, was enclosed in his letter 
of November 14th, 1860] 


Decatur, Ills. Not?. 14, 1860, 
Dear “Abo^.-Nancy wishes me to inform you that she had our 
cottage beautifully illuminated last night, in honor of your eleebon 
to the Presidency. She is a Strong Lincob woman, and has fought 
manfully for you durbg the campaign. Your friends had a grand 

time here last night. 

Yours respectfully 

Janies Shoaff 
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Louisville Nov 14 1860 

Dear Lincoln 

I desire to tender you my sincere congratulations upon your ele- 
vation to the highest position in the world— by the sufrage of a free 
people— As a friend, I am rejoiced at your success— as a pohtical 
opponent I am not disappointed— The result is what I expected— 

That you will bring an honest purpose to bear upon aU subjects 
upon which you are called to act, I do not doubt— j^owing you as 
I do and feeling for you as I have ever done— I can not but tremble 
for you— But all men and all questions sink into utter insignificance 
when compared with the good of our whole country and the pre- 
servation of our glorious Union— You are I know as proud of its 
past glories as any man in the nation— 

Its continuance and its future will depend very much upon how 

you deal with die infl a m able material by which you are and will 
be surrounded- 

The eyes of the whole nation will be upon you while unfortunately 
the ears of one half of it will be closed to any thin g you may say— 
How to deal with the combustible material lying around you without 
setting fire to die edifice of which we are all so proud and of which 
you will be the C3uef Custodian is a dificult task- 

Upon dm subject I have the views of a private citizen seeking no 
office for himself nor for any friend he has— 

I will not even broach them in a letter-But if it would be agree- 
able to you I ^ come & see you-and I think can impart to you 

some Monnation as to men & public sentiment here which may be 
valuable ^ 


:egard5 


I am as ever 

Your friend 
/. F. Speed 
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Dear Sir, 


BANK OF NORTH AX fKHTCA 

New York Nov 18, 1860. 


Since I last wrote enclosing letters from my brotha-, I have 
received many others from him, which, coupled with other infor- 
mation in my possession, left no doubt in my mind of the complicity 
of the President with the designs of the secessionists. I took my 

when the election was over, to the editor of the Evening 
Post, in which a series of articles has been commenced. exnosinF 
Mr. Buchanan s treason, with die hope that the publicity Aus given 
to it, may force him to do at least part of his duty. These articles 
have been brought to Mr. B’s personal notice, and both he and 
Secretary Floyd have denied their trutii. As they are true, diis looks 
as if they were becoming frightened, and the superseding of CoL 
Gardner, an avowed secessionist, by Ma|. Anderson a loyal Ken- 
tuckian, seems stiU further to confirm this idea. My brother writes 
that a settled determination to have die forts, as a necessity of their 
positions, is evinced by the South Carolinians, who begin to ask ^y 
the President does not keep his promise to wididraw the troops. 1 
think he is afraid, and, by directing public attention to these dis- 
closures, hope to force him to send more troops. This would gready 
simplify Mr Lincoln s position after the 4th of March. The present 
aspect of financial affair s here, diough gloomy, is not nearly so bad 
as in 1857. The simple fact that our exports largely exceed our 
ports is a proof that in a very short time gold must flow diis w 
from Europe in large amounts. I look to a decided and perman< 
improvement in less than thirty days. I do not expect any answ^ 


im- 


this letter. 


Resp’y Yours, 

17. Doubledoy 


To Jno. G. Nicolay Esq. 
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Philadelphia Pa. L<iov, 26th 1660 

His Excellency 

(Hon.) Abraham Lincoln 

President Elect. U. S. Sir, 

I used what little influence I possessed, \ oted for & attended the 
inaugurations of Presidents Harrison (c Taylor xsith a heart big with 
hope. (Also for you & intend to be at your inauguration) 

But alas! Too soon I followed their remains to a premature grave. 
General Harrison rode through the Streets of W'asjflngton in a long 
procession in a Snow Storm with his head uncovered & improper!)- 
clad. 


I have never during my long life felt greater emotions of joy with 

2 1 


regard to the future, approaching, 

I have long felt the greatest soheitude for your Hons, health, & 
though I am a Stranger, I have repeatedly felt desirous of wxiting 
you requesting you to avoid any & all the causes that may in tlie 
least be likely to afiFect so sad a calamity & deprive the Nation of its 
long cherished hopes, of a just & honest President. Do, I entreat, 
be guarded, to save the Nation from disappointment & despair. 

I trust you will avoid all e.vposure, & take your accustomed rest & 
relaxation, so necessary to ones health, that you will be the better 
able to accomplish the Nations ex-pectations & hope. I ha\e re- 
peatedly desisted from inflicting a letter on you because I know x ou 
are constantly recieving thousands that must be irksome to read. 

But I am so impressed that some misfortune will befal you. that I 
cannot remain silent, ^ 


I firmly believe there are men base & reckless enough in some of 

toe Southern States to assassinate both you & Mr. Hamlin & that 
they intend to do it. 

I ^ly believe that some reckless culprit ^^d]l attempt to assassi- 
nate both you & Mr. Hamlin either at your o^^•n home, on vour wav 

beforr^^''“ inauguradon if not 

The people of the South are so embittered, I think xWthout anv just 
cause, that they svffl „„t hesitate to take your lives rather Otau L, 
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you should be inaugurated as Resident of these United States & 

^ elected. 

u ®a™weU Rhett declare in a pubUc 

speech ^ey have elected a southern renegade spewed out of the 

bosom of Kentuclgr into Illinois, a nordiem whitewashed or octoroon 

molatto to be President & Vice President of the United States.” 

Our greatest fear from the South is her want of general educatioa 

& information, the misrepresentations of her Statesmai, & public 

men, & the venality not only of hers but some of the Nordiem 
opposition presses. 


The history of John Tylers, Millard Fillmores Pierces & Buchanans 
Admmistrations, show that no President can administer tiie Govern- 
fo please them, hut that they will get all the important offices 
& all they can from any President & die national Treasury & use it to 
embarrass his administration & destroy & break up his Republtean 
& national party. 

Please excuse the liberty I have taken to write this letter. I am one 
of die numerous family of Uphams not entirely unknown in the old 
whig, & present republican party. I am a native of the State of 
Vermont. N.Y. is now my home. 

Respectfully & sincerely Yours &c. 

Alfred W. Upham 


distinguished 


deceased, & still living. Pres. Harrisons, Taylors & Fillmores. If con- 
venient please favour me widi your autograph, if no more. 

I believe the South are kicking up a muss for no earthly purpose 
than to secure a large share of the important offices, & the lions 
share from the National Treasury. They are no fools. Thty believe 
the North will give them liberally to keep them still &c. I hope & 
trust none but the ardent friends of the Resident Elect will secure 
places under his administration. Persons of intrinsic merit & worth. 
Any others would prove a dead weight, like a mill stone about his 

neck. 
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La Crosse Wis \ocbr, 27th 1S60 

Abraham Lincoln Esqr 
Springfield 

I hope you excuse me if I take the liberty and ask you one ques 
tion. 

My wife got on the Election day a little Girl, and I made the prop- 
osition that if it is a girl to give your wiies name, and if it is a bo\ 
your name Abraham. Will you have the kindness and give me a liiie 

yonr wifes na m e is? I am very much oblige to vou tor ari\' 
tnible. 

Very Respectful!)' Yours etc 

G, C, Neumeister 


Abraham Lincoln Esqr 
Springfield 
Dear Sir 


Spartanburg S. C. 
'Sov 27, 1860 


vou woj??Sr^ ^ ^ intelligent mulatto bov 

todmg if you ^ let us know what you ^^■ill take for the bov Ha^^ 

ni^aH “ ^ ^ reasonable we ^.ill 

p ci^e him and are prepared to meet vou with the cash at Rich 

V. „„ «.e 18 . Deer inrt Voer ear.y a„e„tio„ 

Yours Respectfully 


J. D, Wright 
• D. Hardy 
Ae ], House 
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and strictly confidential. 


Chicago 

xf 28th 1860. 

My Dear Sir, 

After congratulating you, as I most sincerely do, not only upon 
your election, but on the handsome majority you received, which 
conclusively establishes the fact, that your highminded and honor- 
able course, had forced to your support, many who were politically 
hostile to you; and no doubt, all of your opponents, who had the 
manliness to appreciate your merits, permit me to confer with you 
on a matter of \Ttal importance to our country, the party, and es- 
pecially to Mr Lincoln & his family. 

Last night, as my wife and I were discussing the affairs of the 
nation, and the many threats that had been made against Mr Lin- 
coln personally, two important matters suggested themselves to our 
min ds, to wit — 1st The effort to poison Buchanan and Breckinridge, 
before they entered on the duties of their offices; and 2d the fate of 
Harrison and Taylor, after they had taken their seats. From all these, 
in common with his many friends, we are anxious to save Mr Lin- 
coln, and we know that you are also. To avoid the former, Mr 
Lincoln had better keep his movements entirely secret, for a short 
time before his inauguration; and I would suggest that he should 
not go to Washn till a very few days before that time. When there, 
it would be well for him to stop at the house of a true and tried 
friend, whose servants are also true & can be relied on. 

You remember that I was bom & raised in Washn & lived there all 
my life till 24 Deer 1855. I had much sickness, and out of a family 
of ten children, lost five, under the care of the best physicians there, 
including those who attended Harrison & Taylor. The change of di- 
mate, water, manner of h\Tng &c will probably induce sickness in 
Mr L. or his family; and if the arrangement could he made, it would 
probably be better that Mr L should take his family physician with 
him, which he could probably do, by putting him in charge of the 
Hospital there. If this arrangement is not made, I would suggest 
those whom he should not have, and those he should have, to attend 
him and his family. If the Ahpathic system is practiced in his house, 
I would earnestly suggest that he should not employ Dr. Thos. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 9 

Miller Dr May Stone, Magruder,— Lin<ise\’, Lieberman, Johnson, 
7 8 

Morgan, or Hall— These aU are Democrats except Lindsev and the 
most bitter kind of opponents of the Republicans— The 1st 2d 4th 5th 
& 8th if I remember aright, attended Harrison & Tavlor— the others 
are poor things. 1 would suggest that Dr Wm J ones should be called 
in— he is now City Post Master— was an old line WTiig— turned Dem- 
ocrat; is not much on pohtics;— but is an old and e.xcellent physician, 
—thoroughly experienced in the diseases of that region, and per- 
fectly reliable. Dr Burroughs is also a good physician, and though 
a whig in former years, and a member of a Baptist family, is now a 
Democrat,— mixed up with the Catholics, & formerly drank some- 
tmes.— He is a good physician, and \erx' careful in giving medi- 
cine.— His Lincoln's medicines, he had better get from Mr. Stott, a 
good Presbyterian Druggist, on Pa As-; near 4 12 Street, south side. 
He is a first rate Druggist, and a good Republican. If Mr L. prefers 
the Homoepathic system, he cannot do better than get Dr. Green, 
who resides on C. St— just East of 4 1 2 Street. I have taken the 
liberty of writing you thus, hoping that vou would take tlie trouble 
to see Mr & Mrs L, and put them on their guard in this matter I 
have never corresponded with Mr. L. and would not do so nou- 
under any circumstances, lest my motives should be misconstrued 
Moreover, I have said things in this letter, which I wsh no e^■e to 
see but your own, and no ear to hear, except those of Mr & Mrs L- 
When you have read this letter, and communicated the contents. 
Md after copying the names and recommendations, please destro\ 
It. Dr. Smoot is a good man, and I believe a good phvskian but pe^- 
son^y I do not know him. He is a sincere Republican, but in this 
matter, I would take Jones, only, as an ahpathist, or Green, as a 

® successful physician for more than 

Sincerely your friend 

John ^ViJson 
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I do not believe that you would think, that I had any moHoe in 

diis matter, other than that herein presented; but let me assure yon, 

that Drs Jones & Green are merely speaking acquaintances-nothine 
more. ® 

Gov: Wise of Va has a son in law practicing TiiPttifint. in Wash- 
ington, and residing on 9th St, between E & F. Streets. His nam*. i 
do not remember, but he should be embraced with the other n™* 


107 Madison Avenue 
New York City 
Nov 29 

My dear Sir./ 

If you or yr Secty have no time to read this— no harm is done. If 
you or he h^, it may afford at least an amusement 
At a political dinner party in my house last evening the guests 
amused diemselves with “Cabinet names”: & it was proposed ffiat 
each should write out dieir ideas of expediency &; & compare notes. 

Out of six, five had named John C. Fremont for Secty of War & 
two gave the reasons of fitness; three those of expediency as con- 
cerning the Pacific & the rail road interest 
Every one named Mr Seward for Secty of State: and Geo 
Ashmun for Treasury & David Wilmot for P.M Genl 
Four had written the names of Badger of N. C Three of Botts of 
Va. Three of Effieridge of Tennessee as Southern names-Badger 
for Atty Genl Botts for Navy. Edieiidge for Interior 
I mention only the concurrences which was impromptu. 

X X X X X 

As a member of the Pittsburg-A Phil conventions & an alt^^e 
to Chicago (and-pardon the pleasantty-no# an applicant for office) 
and particularly as a devotee of Gov Seward permit me to embrace 
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this opportunity of indshing you Cod speed— health— happiness & un- 
bound^ success. 

Faithfully & heartily 
Yr Repr friend & Ot Sert 

Mr Lincoln A. Oakey HaU 

Spiin^eld 


1 ) 


New York, November 30th 1860 

Hon Abe. Lincoln 

Permit me to congratulate you upon your good fortune, in being 
elevated to the hi^ cocfcolorem chair vi the nation. And although 
you are away out in Illinois the home of the Great Douglass you are 
not out of the reach of you forty seven million of firiends wanting 
office. Permit me Honest Abe to say to you that I am not particular 
of having any office [of hi] higher than Secretary of State under 
your administration. I am going to Washington on the 4th of March 
nest and shall have on my person a dozen howitzers to repel any 
attack which sh a ll be made upon you, you will see (dticbig] 

while you are taking the oath and in order that you will [better] be 

able better to recogni^ me I shall paint the 32d hair of the left eye- 
brow a sky blue. Till then good bye and dont forget to me 

Secretary of State. 

Yours till death 

Vnterrified 


Hon. Abraham Lincoln 
Dear Sir 


Shady Dale Jasper Co. Ga 

Nov. 30th 1860 


In justice to ^uiself I fake the liberty of forwarding to you a 
ciicular, widi which Georgia is now flooded, puiporting to 
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from Chirago 111 and calculated to add to the excitement of an al 

TTr,-S election ax President of the 

Umted S^es?- For one I do not think this document ever Z 

hicago. One worf from you in contradiction will quiet the anxious 
conser\^tive minds of thousands. 

Respectfully 
Mat. Whitfield, P M 


'November 1880 

I raised the tallest Lincoln Pole in Ohio 
I helped to elect the tall^ 

President in £he United States, 

I married a wife 5 ft 11 inches high, 

1 produced the largest turnips in the 
State of Ohio and a pumldn 
S lbs in weight honest Abe 
1 some pumkins 

H Jeffords 



Mr Lincoln sir. 

1 sing for you and I huraw for you. My father voted for you. I 
want you to send Me a nice presand, and I belong to the masi- 
donean gee dub I am a little girl [a past] Just a past my Eleventh 
veax vou will please excuse the libertj’ 1 take In writing you the^ 
few lines: every body would go long i would hurah for Lincoln. 

With great respect 

Mary L Raikes 


pleas write me a letter if you dond send me a pn^and 
I live near camden preble county Ohio 

to — ^honest old unde Abe the Rail Spliter 
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Ninian W. Edwards, to whom the following letter was addressed, was 
Mrs. Abraham Lincoln’s brother-in-law. 


Lexington Ky 
Dec i, 1860 . 

My Dear Sir 

Will you allow me as an old Friend to take the lerty of saying to 
you who are so identified with Mr Lincoln by marriage and no 
doubt also by friendship— that it is the profound conviction of many 
of our best men in this region, who wish well to Mr L. administra- 
tion that unless something is done within the next Thirty days to 
arrest the tide of passion in the South, he will be inaugurated on 
the 4th March as Ae Prest of a divided Empire— The Conserv^ative 
men of the South have no foot hold to fight the Secessionists— If 
Mr L. could say publicly After he shall have been elected that the 
Northern states who had directly or indirectly nullified the Fugitive 
slave law could expect no countenance from him in such legislation 
And that his purpose was to bring the power of the Government to 

its execution he would strengthen the hands of his well-wishers 
beyond what he thinks 

You may say He has already said that , Will not his utterances 

now go with very different force from what they have done hereto- 
fore 

You may reply. Nothing will satisfy the South, but the adoption 

of their creed. That is trew of South C. and even that would not 

satisfy her for she wants to get out of the Union-hut it will appease 

like a peace ofFering very many men who are now in flamed and 

who are led to believe-through Demagogues that they are about to 
pass under the yoke of an enemy 

See how the South is situated-Iritated-rightfuUy or not to a 

pomt of secession and yet not one word is said by the North to 

sooth or quiet her, And thus her bad citizens who for selfish ends 

are aimous for disorder and confusion over ride moderate and wise 
counsels— 

Cant Mr L. say or do some thing that sviU give assurance to the 
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prudent men of the S. th^t he h3^ no s\nnp 2 tthy with the f&n^tics trf 
the N. And being a Southern man by birth that he will protect 
their institutions by the power of the Government. 

Lentucky is sound throughout with the exception of small sounds 
of Breckinridge men scattered here and there— And yet if several 
Southern States go out I am afraid she vnU go with them— Her situ* 
ation is deplorable. If she goes North, the South where is her trade, 
will impose burdens on it & will prohibit the importation of her 
slaves, If she goes South, the Slave trade will be opened in spite of 
her & slsLve property be rendered worthless— 

She is therefore vastly interested in Union— So is Va N.C.— Mis- 
souri I see nothing before us but endless confusiem, in which 
diil war, more than probably connected with insurrection plays its 
part— Surely the moderate men who supported Mr L. will justify 
him in going every length short of a sacrifice of his principles to 
so dire a calamity. 

I will not weary you with more. But every good man here is 
alarmed at the aspect of affairs— and I wish Mr L. could be made 
to realize fully the danger we are in, I am afraid Southern men keep 
away from him and t^t he may be induced to think, the news- 
papers exagerate every thing, I assure you Sir they do not, and Mr 
L. is the only that can, if he can save the country— 

My Kindest regards to your wife 

I am Very Truly Yr Friend 

Geo B ^nkead 

N W Edwards Esq 

Springfield 

Illinois 


John Addison Corley, then a lepre^fative from Ohio, was 
quently appointed governor of Arizona by Mr. Lmcxjln. 
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Willard’s Hotel 
Washin^on Dec. S. 1860 

O 


(confidential) 

Hon, Abraham Lincoln- 

Dear Sir: At the risk of being considered obtrusive I send you 
this letter to say, that there is a pretty general belief here that the 
Cotton States will go out of the union. I have had several con- 
versations with Mr. Sherman since I came here, one an hour ago— 
our rooms are near to each other— & he gives it as his opinion that 
we had better make up our minds to that result & act accordingly. 
I am more hopeful, but have not as much confidence in the con- 
tinued union of the states as when I saw you at Chicago. If six 
months could pass before any action is taken by the southern states, 
all would be well I think, but South Carolina will secede this month. 


The feeling here seems to be that you should have a Cabinet that 
pleases the President elect without regard to the personal claims of 
any man or the demands of any state. A common danger is doing 
a good deal to diminish ofiBce seeking, & our members generally 
desire the promotion of strong men, such as you judge will be of 
service to you, rather than personal or state favorites; & this feeling 
will grow stronger as the danger increases. 

Mr. Ethridge of Term, is here-he will stand by you & the Union 
at all hazards. He seeks no oflSce, & I think desires none. You may 
count on him as a fast friend. He has given me a full account of his 
late political campaign-^ my conclusion is, that he did about as 
much for Bell as Forney did for DouglasI 

One South Carolina member is sorry for the condition of things 
in his state— is at heart opposed to disunion, but I will not mention 
his name lest it should by some means get into the newspapers. 
Orr was forced into the secession movement against his will— this 
I have from good authority-^ yet the statement may be a mistake, 
t IS hard to get at the exact truth. Hoping that this letter may find 
you in the enjoyment of good health, & a hopeful spirit, I subscribe 


Your friend 
John A. Curley 
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Washington, Dec. 4-18G0 


Hon, A. Lincoln, 
My Dear Sir, 


The message has just been read & is satisfactory to no— body ^It 

opposes secession unless a state wants to go out, & then denies any 

power in the Union to keep it in &c-but you will have seen it before 
this reaches you— 

A good feeling prevails among Republican Senators — ^The im- 
pression with all, u^ess there be one exception is, that Republicans 
have no concessions to make or compromises to oflFer, & that it is 
impolitic even to discus making them— The articles of Weed, Webb 
& Greeley, so far as they discuss new compromises, or propositions 
[for paying] that the North pay the South for runaway slaves, find 
no sympathy with our body. Gov. Seward distinctly repudiates them 
—I was a little surprised that the House voted to raise a committee 
on the State of the Union. It seems to me that for Republicans to 
take steps towards getting up committees or proposing new com- 
promises, is an admission that to conduct the government on the 
principles on which we carried the election would be wrong. In- 
activity & a kind spirit is it seems to me all that is left for us to 
do, till the 4th of March, except that the President should in the 
mean time need some additional legislation to enable him to execute 
the laws; but he is so irresolute & imdecided that I know not if he 
wotild use the power to preserve the Union, if it was aU placed in 
his hands— I hear it said as coming from Southern men, that no 
QppQsition will be made to the confirmation of your Cabinet, except 
some of them should be taken from the South of such as they call 
traitors to Southern interests, when they will be rejected. Of course 
there is talk & speculation among friends here as to who will or 
ought to be your advisers, but I do not know that you would care 
to know all that is said— I diink it would be well however if you 
could have free conversations witih some of our leading friends— 

Yours truly 
Lyman Trumbull 
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Linden Wis, Dec. 5th 1860 

Hon. and dear Sir 

The ministers of the West Wisconsin Conference, of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, made you a life member of their missionarv^ 
society, on the fifteenth of September last, and as the Sec. of said 
society I am authorized to send you a certificate of the same. I there- 
fore herewith send you the said certificate, and “rejoice with joy 
unspeakable” in having the privilege. 

We expressed our interest in your election, as you will see bv the 
date of the certificate, long before its grand and glorious consum- 
mation. We are indeed the true children of Abraham, and as such 

you shall ever have our prayers, for your present and eternal wel- 
fare. 

Your humble, and obedient, 

and faithful Servant, 

Peter S. Mather 

Hon. A. Lincoln. 


Rev. P. S. Mather 

Linden 
Iowa Co. 
Wis. 


UOf 

Hon A Lincoln 
My Dear Sir 

You are doubtless advised of the Action of the House in raising 
a co^ttee of one from each State to consider that part of the 
ft^i^nts Message in relation to the Secession of the Cotton States 

of that Committee I feel anxious to do nothing 

to addopt on that subject, but on the Contrary to act in accordance 
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NNith it Therefore should you feel at liberty to make any suggestions 
not of co^se to be repeated or in fact to consider you 4^^ 

\frn “ relation to die remedy for the present 

difficulbes, I should be highly pleased to redeve them 
It IS doubtless true that South Carolina is fuUy determined to 
sect‘ede from the Union and that she wiU formaly do so within the 
present month and it [is] apparent from the express language of 
the Message that the President will not attempt to prevent it-and 
It IS equally certain that some three or four other States Sympathise 
Strongly with her. I think I am not an alarmist but I ran not ignore 
the fact that a crisis in our governmental affairs is approaching fiiat- 
will require firm and patriotic men to guide the Old Ship of State 
safely through this storm that now seems to be growing in the 
southern portion of the Confederacy. These dangers should be 
looked squarely in the face, and a true Statesman wiU not underrate 
the dangers and difBculties that surround us — 

M e are right and ultimately must prevail and secure peace quiet 
and renewed prosperity to the Union of these States if wise and 
patriotic counsel prevail and that they may and I doubt not thw 
will, is the fer\’ent hope of your friend & Obt Sevt— 

I hope to bear from you 

I Remain Truly Yours 

W Kellogg 


//on .A Lincoln 
Springfu'ld Ills 
Dear Sir, 

Some of our friends here think it might be more expedt for you 
& Mrs Lincoln to stay at a friends house than at a hotel when you 
com<’ on— If so, we have a spare room at our city house & Mrs Blair 
bids me sav that she w-ould be most happy if you would honor us 
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by occupying ib The house is a very plain old fashioned affair & 
the room not a fine one, but is the one Cenl Jackson intended to 
occupy after leaving the White house over the way & we Blairs 
would be delighted for you to begin where he left off. 

With kind regards to to Mrs Lipcoln 


Washington Deer. 8./60 


I am very truly yours 

M Blair 


Indianapolis, Inda. 
Deer 8, 1860. 

Hon, A Lincoln}— 

Respected Sir: 

The bearer, Mr Mendenhall, will present this request:— I sliaH 
be under lastmg obligations if you will favor me with an autograph 
icconunendation of my Lightning rod. It may seem a piece of amflll 

imp^ence to approach you thus, but I have already the approval 
of the most eminent scholars in the Country, and your name can do 
me ieedcrfeHe I. is my eote^rte^rf a 1 iTXl 
hvmg, & I ^ making the most of it I claim more conducting sur- 
tao^ m a better form and better connection at the joint s of toe 
section than any other rod. Your Opinion wffl he thankfuUy & 

gm^ reooived. & Aeiislied „ , pricelm Souvenir. 
pardon for this intrusion, believe me, ^ ^ 


I am, ever. Your most fervent friend. 


[Endorsed:] needs no answer 


Wm.Haa. 
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Dec 9 18B0 
Union Depot 

Mr A Lincoln SiMvan County Este Tennessee 

Sir I am one of your Beste Frendes I had note the ^ 
vote For you & die reasen of it you had know tidcet in Tomessee 

I am a pore man & ned aH the helpe I can gite Eff it is agreble wifli 

you I wood Lik to have a ofiSc under you you have it in your pour 
to Give me a ofiSc Eff you will you Can tak my Cas & doe as you 
think Beste Eff you Can Give me a ofiBc you Will Confer a Grate 
Favor one me I Refer you to ThoA. R. Nelson of Tennessee I Wfll 
Remain your Frend Eff I donte Gite a oflBc I wante you to ana^r 
me as sune as you Recive my Letter Eff you pleas I wante you to 
mak Iho. A. R. Ndson one of your Cabnett 1 donte thmV is 
a Beter man in the united states I Beleve Eff you had had a ticket 
in Tennessee you wod had Got one half of the vote I wante you 
Remember me I hope you Will anser me promptly 

I am your Frend Truli^ 

James M Crodkett 


John Adams Gilmer was a Member of Congress horn North Carolina. 

House of Reps. UJS. 
December KHh 18^ 

Mr Lincoln. 

The present perilous condition of the Country-threatening the 
destruction of die Union-must be my excuse for die unusual liberty 
1 take in writing this letter. 

Solicitous that die States may remain united, if by any fair means 
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possible, and the honor and constitutional rights of all maintained 
and secured; and desirous to do all I can tu preserve the* public 
peace, I venture to express the hope that you ma\’ feel at libertw 
in advance of your installation, to gi\'e the people of the United 
States the views and opinions you now entertain oii certain political 
questions which now so seriously distract the countrv. 

For one politically opposed to you, and representing a Southt'ni 
constituency, who, together with myself, did all we could (I trust 
honorably) to defeat your election, I feel that I presume a iireat 
deal, perhaps too much in troubling vou with anv inquiries. But 
the dangers of the crisis, and my desire to have allaved, if possible, 
the apprehensions of real danger and harm to them and their pecu- 
liar institution which have seized the people of m\* section, I re- 
spectfully ask whether as. President you will favor tlie abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia: 

2d WTiether you would appro\'e of anv law of Congress 

prohibiting the employment of Slaves in the Arsenals and Dock- 

lards where their location is in the Slave States;— or the transfer 

of slaves from one slave-holding State or Territorv' to another of like 
character;— 

3d ^^lietber, in your opinion, Congress has the power, di- 
rectly or indirectly to interfere with slaver)- in the States; and 
whether by any policy, or any system of appointment to office. 
Slavery agitation, or by other ways or means, \ ou would in any waw 
directly or indirectly, attempt to lessen the value and usefulness of 

slaves-disturb the peace and quiet of their owners, or impair the 
institution of slavery:— ^ 

4th \\Tiether, on the application of an\- new State for admis- 
sion into the Union, you would veto an act'of Congress admitting 
the same because slavery was tolerated in her Constitution-tli' 
same bemg the choice and fairly e.xpressed will of the citii^ens nnk- 
ing the application: -also indicate the police, if ans-. which cou 

would favor or recommend to settle and quiet the disturbing ques- 
non of slavTrv' in the Territories: ^ 

5th Aether you will enforce the fugitiN C slas e law-whether 
you would favor its repeal. If not, whether sou would sueeest 
amendments impairing its efficiency or usefulness:— 


331 



the LINCOLN PAPERS 

6th Whedier you will use die influence cl your ta 

&e repeal of aU laws passed by any State, in oSttZth 

the fugitive slave law and intended to defeat its peaceful and » »»— . 
execution. * 

I addr^ you from pure motives.— The Mmea are and 

fully justify your spealong on the questions mesitbHied now. Ton 
have in some degree my opinion of the excitenient in n^ 
whmi I assure you tiiat you hazard less to yourself, poIiUcalfy. 
granting a request which I earnestly press solely for tibe 
good, than I do in making it But I am not without hope thift 
and definite exposition of your views on the qoestians 

go far to quiet, if not satisfy all reasonable ininds» that m% most 
of them it will become plain that there is more misundeislaiidiii£ 
than difference, and that the balance are so much more abstract 
dian useful or practical; that as to them a generous and patTTffffc 
yielding on the part of your section, now so largely in the majoiii^^ 
would, on the one hand, be a mere sacrifice of opinion, and, on 
other, the preservation of the best Government has ever fnHeu 
to the lot of any people. 

Respectfully, 

Your Ob*t Servt 

John A. GOmer 
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